AGENDA
Kane County Historic Preservation Commission

September 22, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Kane County Government Center

719 S. Batavia Ave., Geneva, IL 60134
4" Floor Conference Room

l. Roll Call

Il. Approval of Meeting Minutes March 24, 2016

1. Consideration of National Register Nomination of the Potter & Barker Granary
IV.  Review of the Whitney Schoolhouse Relocation Study and Comment.

V. Review of Egan Plans for building a new addition to the Potter House in the La Fox
Historic District.

VI.  Staff Report
VII.  Other Business

VIIl.  Adjourn
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AGENCY
August 19, 2016
Name of Place: Potter and Barker Grain Elevator
1N298 La Fox Road
La Fox — Kane County
Julia Thavong

Kane County Historic Preservation Commission
719 Batavia Ave, Bldg. A
Geneva, IL 60134

Dear Ms. Thavong:

The aforementioned nomination(s) has/have satisfied the National Register standards for documentation
by the State Historic Preservation Office. Before the nomination(s) is/are presented to the Illinois Historic
Sites Advisory Council (IHSAC), however, you as a Certified Local Government have an opportunity to
review, comment, and solicit public remarks on the nomination as provided by 36 CFR, Part 61.

By these same regulations, the historic preservation commission has the opportunity to advise why the
subject place does or does not satisfy the National Register criteria and explain the reasons for the advice.
This written recommendation and that of the chief elected official must be received in this office before the
October 28" IHSAC meeting in Springfield. Your comments are welcome and a copy of your written
remarks will be furnished to the IHSAC with the nomination.

Of course, let me know if you have any questions. We look forward to your continued cooperation in this
matter.

Sincerely yours,

Andrew Heckenkamp
National Register Coordinator
217.785.4324

Enclosures
Certified Local Gov. HPC-CLG



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for
"not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the
instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1. Name of Property

historic name Potter and Barker Grain Elevator

other names/site number

Name of Multiple Property Listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location

street & number 1N298 La Fox Road |:| not for publication
city or town La Fox |:| vicinity

state lllinois county Kane zip code 60147

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this ____ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property

be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: national statewide local
Applicable National Register Criteria: A B C D
Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date

lllinois Historic Preservation Agency
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register __determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Kane County, lllinois

County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

X | private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal X | structure

object

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings
site

1 structure
object

1 Total

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Agriculture/Subsistence/Storage

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Recreation and Culture/Museum

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Other: Vernacular

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: Limestone

walls: Wood

roof: Wood and Metal

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if
applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).

Summary Paragraph

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator is located in La Fox, lllinois at 1N298 La Fox Road in Blackberry Township,
Kane County. The grain elevator was constructed in 1868 by Benjamin F. Dean for local businessmen Lemuel
Potter and Henry Barker. The elevator served as a market place for farmers to sell their grain, and also to
purchase seeds and fertilizer for crops and feed for livestock. The structure is an example of a transitional design
from the early one story flathouse elevators to a second stage elevator. The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator was
recently restored and retains a high degree of historic significance and architectural integrity, making it eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

Narrative Description

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator is a small 7,000 bushel grain elevator located in La Fox, lllinois. It is adjacent
to the Union Pacific railroad tracks and La Fox Road. The elevator is part of the locally landmarked La Fox Historic
District. The structure is comprised of three sections: the elevator, the powerhouse or engine room, and the bin
area. The grain elevator is oriented on an east-west axis, running parallel to the railroad tracks. The grain elevator
is ninety-five feet long. The gable front faces La Fox Road, and measures about twenty-six feet wide with a scale
and drive-through bay measuring about seventeen feet across.

The elevator section of the building sits on twenty, tapered, stone foundation piers. The piers are two by three
feet at the base and one and a half by two feet at the top. The structure's floor beams, sills, and framing are eight-
inch square timbers. The elevator area is post and beam construction. The floor joists are rough-sawn two by
eights set on twelve-inch centers. The roof supports are also rough-sawn two by eights. Supplemental four by
four-inch uprights are found throughout the first and second floors, as well as in the roof vent system.

The exterior is clad in wood clapboards. A sliding door is still in place on the north side of the building. Wood
shingles cover the elevator roof. The wood working floor is west of the elevator's center and has a single staircase
leading to the boot pit, and two staircases leading to the grain distribution level on the second floor.

Immediately south of the elevator is the scale house and grain receiving pit. The scale house is located in the
center of structure and sheltered by a roof plane which extends south from the gable roof of the elevator section,
creating a saltbox roof. Wagons with grain entered the scale platform from the west and exited at the east side of
the elevator. Once the wagon was weighed, a wooden trap covering the receiving pit would be opened, and the
grain in the wagon would be unloaded into the pit with an auger. The receiving pit is of concrete construction
with an auger extending under the first floor of the south wall of the elevator to the grain boot. The scale pit has
a stone foundation measuring eight feet by twenty-two feet. The scale platform is wood double planked. A small
eight foot by four foot, six inch enclosure for the operator is attached to the south wall. The beam scale located
there is a 10,000 pound capacity, manufactured by Howe.

Another auger extends the length of the building, the floor of which had openings to permit the transfer of bulk
grain from storage bins to the elevator. Both augers deposited the grain at a central point from which a conveyor
with small buckets raised the material to a headhouse where it went into a chute that was used for loading
railroad cars situated on the north side of the structure. The entire auger system and a portion of the conveyor
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system have been restored and remain in place today. The scale house is of frame construction, measuring thirty-
six feet deep by seventeen feet across with wood clapboards and a wood shingle roof.

Grain was moved north to the leg by a belt driven, eight inch auger in a wooden trough. The leg moved the grain
up to the cupola with a nine inch wide belt carrying eight by six inch buckets on twenty inch centers. When the
grain reached the head of the leg, it was distributed by a wood chute to bins or out the north side of the elevator
into railroad cars. Two wooden spouts on the first floor emptied the bins into an eight inch auger runningin a
wooden trough that brought the grain back to the leg for loading rail cars. The head pulley on the leg and both
augers were belt driven from a line shaft that was belt driven by a 8HP single cylinder hit and miss gasoline
engine with a clutch pulley to engage and disengage the power to the leg. This was installed in the early 1900s
and used until the last time the elevator operated in 1945. The space inside the elevator and the scale house area
remain intact and convey the historic use of the structure.

Attached to the west side of the elevator is a one story wood powerhouse/engine room and bin area. The
powerhouse measures twenty-four feet by twenty-five feet. The bin area measures thirty-two feet by twenty-five
feet. Both spaces have been converted into a display space for the museum and house historic farm implements.
The area has a concrete slab foundation and frame construction with a metal roof. The powerhouse and bin area
is sided with wood clapboards.

On the south facade there are three sliding doors. One standard size door is located in the powerhouse
compartment for humans and two oversize doors are located in the bin area for access for larger machinery or
trucks. To the east of the standard door is a nine-light fixed window.

There are four sliding doors on the north side of the powerhouse and bin area which served as access to the grain
by rail cars parked on the adjacent track. One sliding door is located in the center of the powerhouse space and
the remaining three are symmetrically placed along the bin area.

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator has experienced minor changes over time, but the form of the building,
scale, unloading pit, and auger system all remain and clearly identify the historic function of this building and the
process which occurred at the site.

In 2003, the grain elevator was relocated (see Figure 1) to accommodate the installation of Metra’s third rail.
Because, the grain elevator was previously determined eligible, Metra was required to mitigate any adverse
impacts to the historic resource under Section 106. In lieu of demolition or removal of the grain elevator to an
out-of-context site, Metra and the owner, with review by the State Historic Preservation Office, agreed to move
the grain elevator roughly 260 feet west, maintaining the structures original configuration, setting, and historic
context along the railroad. Metra was responsible for the relocation and for installing a historically accurate new
fieldstone foundation for the grain elevator, using the existing foundation as historic evidence.

Under the National Register of Historic Places guidelines a moved or relocated property is usually not eligible for
listing, however the Potter and Barker Grain Elevator was previously determined eligible and moved in
accordance with National Park Service Section 106 regulations.

Under Criteria Consideration B a moved property may be eligible if:
“A moved property significant under Criterion C must retain enough historic features to convey its
architectural values and retain integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.”
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The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator retains significant architectural integrity and was not altered to
accommodate the move. The property was moved to be preserved in lieu of demolition or unsympathetic
alterations. The move and new foundation work was reviewed and approved by the State Historic Preservation
Office under the National Park Service Section 106 requirements.

Additionally, a property; whether moved before, during, or after the property’s period of significance, may be
eligible for the National Register, if it meets the requirements of maintaining “an orientation, setting, and general
environment that are comparable to those of the historic location and that are compatible with the property's
significance.”

The original site and current site has a consistent and uniform appearance of the natural and built environment,
at only 260 feet apart, and the new site is compatible with the property’s significance and historic location,
directly adjacent to the railroad.

After the grain elevator was moved the current owner, Michael Zoch, completed restoration and reconstruction
work in 2006 to repair deteriorated elements and open the structure as a local history and farming museum (see
list of work below).

Following is a list of completed work during the 2003 relocation and 2006 restoration:

Relocation:
e A new historically-accurate fieldstone foundation was installed at the current site. Five original
foundation piers remain at the original site as a historic marker and educational interpretation. (See
Figure 4).

Restoration:
e The cupola was restored. (See Exterior Photographs).
e The original grain elevator/scale was restored. (See Interior Photograph Key, Photographs 13-16, 25,
and 30-31).

Repair:
e Some deteriorated rafters were replaced. (See Interior Photograph Key, Photograph 8).

Reconstruction:

e Reconstruction of the lean-to along the south elevation. The original lean-to had rotted and was
replaced with a greenhouse in 1986. The greenhouse was then removed before the relocation and
the existing lean-to reconstructed in the fourteen by thirty-two foot footprint of the original lean-to
after the relocation. (See Exterior Photograph Key, Photograph 1).

e (Clapboards were replaced with historically accurate reconstructions. The original clapboards had been
covered with sheet metal and had rotted to reveal large gaps in the siding. (See Exterior
Photographs).

e The doors on the south elevation of the rear were reconstructed based on historic photographic
evidence. The sliding mechanisms and frames are original. In the 1980s the owners converted the
existing door openings to storefronts. In 2006, the owner removed the storefronts and installed the
reconstructed doors. (See Exterior Photograph Key, Photograph 4).
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New:

e Installation of museum exhibits (See Interior Photographs).

e Aramp and staircase were installed for accessibility to the first floor. Historically, the floor was only
accessible by climbing up the wall. (See Interior Photograph Key, Photographs 10 and 18).

e Anopening in the east wall of the storage space at the rear of the building was cut to allow for
circulation through the museum. (See Interior Photograph Key, Photographs 21 and 22).

e The pair of doors located at the front and rear of the grain elevator were added. Historically, the grain
elevator would have been continuously open to the elements and people. The doors were added to
secure the grain elevator and museum exhibitions and protect the structure from rain, wind, and
snow. The doors were designed to complement the exterior and existing doors and do not deter from
the grain elevator. (See Exterior Photograph Key, Photograph 1 and 3).

The architectural work completed by the owner has preserved the grain elevator and restored or reconstructed
elements which had deteriorated beyond repair. The owners have also installed the museum displays in a
sensitive and reversible manner. Because of the care taken with the relocation and restoration, the Potter and
Barker Grain Elevator retains sufficient integrity to convey both its historic and architectural significance.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)
for National Register listing.)

Commerce

X A Property is associated with events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our Transportation

history. Architecture

B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

x | C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
And distinguishable entity whose components lack 1868-1945

individual distinction.

I:l D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) o
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

X B Removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation (if applicable)

C A birthplace or grave.

D A cemetery.

E A reconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder

Builder: Benjamin Dean

F A commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance

Within the past 50 years.
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria,
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations).

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator located at 1N298 La Fox Road in La Fox meets Criterion A for Commerce and
Transportation and Criterion C for Architecture, as an example of a transitional design from the early one story
flathouse elevators to a second stage elevator, for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. This grain elevator is
directly associated with grain handling, an important commercial enterprise in La Fox and the immediate vicinity. Its
location adjacent to the railroad illustrates the inter-relationship of the local elevator and the railroads in the
transportation of agriculture produce.

According to Heritage Research Ltd, in the "Report of Historical Investigation (La Fox Garden and Landscape Supplies)"
written in March 2000, the flathouse character is apparent in its small bushel capacity and its lack of large storage cribs.
This elevator segregated and stored grain by placing low height partitions between various timber supports in the flat
bin area. The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator reflects the second stage elevator through its mechanical system which
permitted the unloading of bulk grain and the elevation of the grain to a height that could be easily loaded to railroad
cars.

In 2003, the Potter and Barker Grain Elevator was relocated 260 feet west from its original location. The Potter and
Barker Grain Elevator remains eligible for listing under Criteria Consideration B as the relocation maintained “an
orientation, setting, and general environment that are comparable to those of the historic location and that are
compatible with the property's significance.”

The period of significance for the Potter and Barker Grain Elevator is 1868, the year it was constructed, to 1945, the
year the structure ceased operating, as an elevator. The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator retains sufficient integrity to
convey both its historic and architectural significance.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Development of Kane County and La Fox

Kane County

Settlement of Kane County first began in the mid-1830s at the conclusion of the Black Hawk War. In 1832, members of
the Sauk and Fox tribes led the Black Hawk War of 1832 in an effort to regain their homelands. To aid against this
uprising, United States Army troops under the command of General Winfield Scott were sent from the east to Chicago.
While there were no battles in Kane County, Scott's men marched through the area on Army Trail Road and forded the
Fox River north of the present day city of St. Charles near the Blackhawk Forest Preserve.

Within two years, Army Trail Road was followed by settlers of European descent west of Chicago from the Ohio River
region and New England who settled the area along the Fox River. In 1836, the eastern end of the Army Trail was
integrated into a new state road between Chicago and Galena that crossed the Fox River at Elgin and passed through
the northern tier of townships in Kane County. On January 16, 1836, the lllinois legislature formed Kane County.

By the mid-1840s farmers, predominantly from New York State, had settled on the rich agricultural land in northern
Blackberry Township in Kane County that would become La Fox. As the population grew, early pioneers settled further
west in Kane County via trails and plank roads; however it was the railroad that propelled Kane County out of the
settlement era.
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The first railroad to arrive in Kane County was constructed in 1850. It was soon followed by other lines, including the
Galena & Chicago Union Railroad, which ran east-west through the center of the county in 1854. Ten years later, this
line merged into the Chicago & North Western Railway.

The Galena & Chicago Union and other railroads carried Kane County's significant agricultural production to markets in
Chicago. Corn, wheat, and oats dominated the area's grain production as early as 1850. That year Kane County farmers
produced 337,593 bushels of corn, 316,493 bushels of wheat, and 206,386 bushels of oats. By 1860, Kane County
farmers were producing 550,392 of corn, 501,038 of oats, and 421,416 of wheat.

In 1870, the wheat harvest had decreased to 188,826 bushels, due to the soil exhaustion, while production of corn and
oats continued to rise, recording totals of 785,608 and 674,333 bushels, respectively.

By 1880, the agricultural census indicated that the corn crop had more than tripled to 2,315,126 bushels while the oat
crop yielded 1,267,133 bushels. At the turn-of-the-century, Kane County farmers were producing 3,395,080 bushels of
corn and 2,195,050 bushels of oats.

A number of small communities evolved along Kane County's railroads in order to transport crop yields to local markets.
La Fox was one of these settlements, located in Blackberry Township along the Galena & Chicago Union line.

La Fox

In 1854 Otis Jones and Joseph Shepard sold part of their farmland to the Galena and Chicago Union Railroad for
construction of the Dixon Air Line and the first era of development (1854-1890) in La Fox began. Slowly, La Fox grew
perpendicular to the railroad tracks. By 1859 the railroad depot and the few houses located in its vicinity became Kane
Station. A post office was established at Kane Station in 1860 and L.C. Carlow, a native New Yorker, moved to the
Station to become its first postmaster. Carlow was also a merchant and businessman. He opened a store near the
depot and operated a nursery in the area. The post office was called La Fox, the name originally given to Kane County’s
first post office (1836) which was renamed Geneva in 1850. The depot and post office names were consolidated in 1860
and the community became known as La Fox.

La Fox continued to grow and benefit because of its location on a railway line into the twentieth century. The railroad
provided transportation for agricultural products to markets and jobs for local residents. Residences were constructed
to house railway employees. Railroad structures including a depot, gate keeper's house, can shanty (a building where
empty milk cans were cleaned before being returned to the farmers), and a warehouse/elevator were also built.

In 1890, a second stage of development (1890-1931) in La Fox began when the railroad constructed sheepyards in the
community. The sheepyards were located south of the railroad tracks and east of La Fox Road and were capable of
holding at least twelve thousand sheep. Sheep being shipped by rail from the west to Chicago and points east rested
and were fed at the yards. During this period, sheep sheds, a fertilizer plant, and a grain elevator were constructed at
the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company Feed Yards. A hotel was constructed to house transient employees of
the sheepyards while resident sheepyard employees owned or rented houses in La Fox. The sheepyards were moved to
West Chicago in 1931.

During the post-railroad era (1932-present) in La Fox, most of the structures associated with the railroad were
destroyed including buildings located in the sheepyards (demolished after 1931), the depot (dismantled 1952), the can
shanty (destroyed 1959), the gate keeper's house (destroyed after 1930), and the hotel (demolished 1931). In 1979,
the cheese factory/creamery/town hall collapsed under heavy snow. Three residences and the blacksmith shop have

9
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been destroyed sometime during the twentieth century. Only eight buildings, commercial and residential, were
constructed after 1931.

The character of La Fox was shaped by the community's industry, commerce, and the people who lived there. It is a late
nineteenth century railroad town whose predominant growth period was between 1860 and 1900. The community's
buildings reflect the architectural styles popular at this time and include Greek Revival, Carpenter Gothic, Queen Anne,
and ltalianate. The linear plan of La Fox remains as it was in 1860. La Fox Road is the core of this community, a rural
village surrounded by farm lands.

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator

Industry in Kane County began with the establishment of saw and grain mills along the banks of the Fox River and
tributary waterways in the 1830s. Through the remainder of the 19'"- century and into the 20™"-century, industry
continued to expand along the Fox River, with industrial complexes devoted to creameries, cheese factories, quarries,
and brick and tile factories. Warehouses, train depots, factories, mills, and grain elevators, like the Potter and Barker
Grain Elevator, were built in communities along rail lines to assist with the manufacturing and transportation of
agricultural products and products from the Fox River industries.

In 1868, the grain elevator for Potter and Baker was constructed south of the railroad tracks in the village of La Fox and
is the last structure in the town that was serviced by the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad. Built under contract by
Benjamin F. Dean for local businessmen Lemuel Potter and Henry Barker, the elevator served as a market place for
farmers to sell their grain, and also to purchase seeds and fertilizer for crops and feed for livestock.

Little is known about Barker, except that he was Potter's brother-in-law. Lemuel Potter, a sea captain of a whaling ship
from New Bedford, Massachusetts, settled in La Fox in 1863. He bought an interest in Benjamin Dean's store (opened by
Carlow in 1860) and later bought the business which carries the family name today and has been operated continuously
by generations of Potters.

In 1869 Lemuel Potter constructed a cheese factory which was converted to a creamery in 1877. Eventually, when the
building had outlived its industrial purpose, it became a meeting place, the La Fox Hall. Potter commissioned carpenters
from Massachusetts to build a large residence and town barn for his family in 1870. Both buildings were distinctly
decorated with porthole windows, reminiscent of Potter’s whaling days, and are community landmarks today. Over the
last 125 years the Potter family has constructed or owned twelve buildings in La Fox. The residences owned by the
Potters were inhabited by family members or store employees, or were rented. The Potters at one time owned land on
three of the four corners at the intersection of La Fox Road and the railroad tracks.

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator served primarily as a grain transfer point rather than a storage elevator. The
storage area was comprised of small bins located on the first floor at the west end of the structure, with a capacity of
7,000 bushels. Local farmers could weigh wagonloads of grain and have it transferred to waiting railcars. Historic plats
indicate the presence of a side track adjacent to the elevator to facilitate loading. An early county history indicates the
elevator was "a valuable aid in handling and shipping the large supply of grain delivered at this station." Since this
elevator had limited storage, higher capacity grain storage occurred at the larger La Fox elevator along the Chicago and
Northwestern Railroad line and at Elburn and/or Maple Park.

Both Potter and Barker operated the elevator business, but Barker was the owner of record until he sold it to Potter's

son, James, in 1888. James Potter eventually moved to California leaving his brother-in-law, William Finn, as the
business’s managing partner. The elevator also began to be used as a lumber and coal yard.

10
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Following World War Il, farming became more mechanized. With faster harvesting and improved yields from hybrids,
came larger volumes of grain to be handled. This placed an enormous strain on elevator handling capabilities. Elevator
owners began upgrading their facilities to handle the increasing volume. Farmers began shipping direct from the farm
to the processor using semi-trailer trucks. This change in grain handling reduced the need for rural elevators. The small
capacity Potter and Barker Grain Elevator was relegated to emergency or overflow use because of this change. It had
not been modernized to keep up with the increased grain handling requirements.

William Vern Cox bought the structure in 1945 and opened the La Fox Farm Service and Supply Company. He managed
the company with Sydney Shepard and sold coal, fertilizer, seed, and other farm-related products. In 1980, W. V. Cox
closed his business and the building remained vacant until Paul and Holly Zoch purchased the property in 1987. The
Zochs operated a landscaping business in the historic elevator. In the last ten years, the Zochs have worked to
rehabilitate the elevator into a La Fox history and agricultural museum and have restored the structure as previously
discussed in Section 7.

In the Kane County Rural Structures Survey, fifty-one industrial buildings were documented throughout the county.
Buildings included factories, mills, railroad buildings, and grain elevators. The survey only identified two grain elevators,
noted as constructed between 1910 and 1945. The survey did not document the Potter and Barker Grain Elevator,
constructed in 1868. With the inclusion of the Potter and Barker Grain Elevator in the survey, the grain elevator is
among the rarest industrial building types in Kane County. Additionally, with the information provided in the survey, the
Potter and Barker Grain Elevator is the oldest known grain elevator in Kane County.

Grain Elevator Development

Grain handlers in the late 1700s and early 1800s sacked and stored their grain in flat storage warehouses. Occasionally
shippers would use barrels to transport grain, especially wheat. These methods were clumsy, slow, and very labor
intensive. This system of handling and storage was inefficient, susceptible to contamination by vermin, and costly. The
sacks or barrels had to be stored carefully to avoid spoilage from heat. They had to be opened for inspection and
grading, then closed, causing immense slowdowns in shipping. The advent of increased mechanization and production
placed pressure on the existing transport and storage system of grain handling.

The development of the elevating system of grain handling removed this pressure. As early as 1785, the elevating of
grain by an endless chain bucket system was developed for moving the grain into storage and transport. This allowed
the farmer to move his grain in bulk to the elevator for easier and rapid handling.

The following section is an excerpt from the "Report of Historical Investigation (La Fox Garden and Landscape Supplies)"
written by Heritage Research Ltd:

“The evolution of storage elevator construction has been chronicled by Historian Robert M.
Frame lll. Frame identifies three periods in grain storage architecture. The first period
utilized a one-story structure, sometimes called a "flathouse," in which bagged grain
was stored. Frame suggests that any capability this early type of structure had for
retaining bulk grain was limited by the weight of the grain and the structure's inability
to withstand the corresponding pressure.

The second period is characterized by the wood-cribbed elevator. This design utilized two
by eights or two by tens which were laid flat and spiked one on top of the other, which
Frame indicated, formed "strong, pressure-resistant bins." This type of elevator was
developed in the 1860s and 1870s. Because of the height of these buildings, a new system
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had to be developed that raised the grain to the level of the cribs. Oliver Evans was
responsible for that system, which consisted of small buckets attached to a belt that
operated vertically. The mechanism was very methodical, grain would be discharged
by wagons in to the elevator's lower level; the bucket/conveyor would scoop the grain,
lift it the height of the structure in a shaft called the "leg," then discharge it into chutes
from the top of the elevator known as the "headhouse;" those chutes would direct the
grain into any one of a number of cribs.

Given the frame construction of the early grain elevators, fire was a major concern, and
various materials other than wood were experimented with during the last part of
the nineteenth century. Materials included steel, brick, and hollow tile. This
experimentation ultimately led to the third type of elevator, which was developed near
Minneapolis in 1899. It was a cylindrical, concrete tank, and became the model upon
which all modem concrete elevators were patterned.”

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator is an example of a transitional design from the early one story flathouse elevators
to a second stage elevator. The flathouse character is apparent in its small bushel capacity and its lack of large storage
cribs. This elevator segregated and stored grain by placing low height partitions between various timber supports in the
flat bin area. The second stage elevator is reflected through its mechanical system which permitted the unloading of
bulk grain and the elevation of the grain to a height that could be easily loaded to railroad cars.

The following definition of terminology was taken from "Grain Elevators in Minnesota", National Register Multiple
Property Documentation Form, September 30, 1989, written by Robert M. Frame lll.

“In contrast to the massive and complex terminal elevator, the rural elevator is relatively
small and simple. The rural elevator's function is to receive grain from the farmer/producer
in wagon or truck loads for shipment to a terminal elevator via rail in rail car lots. It will
have more or less of a storage function depending on the flow of grain in the market. It
will have little to do with grain cleaning and treating. A rural elevator will have a small
addition atop the roof ridge, known as the cupola. The cupola may be small and shorter it
may be "full length" extending from gable end to gable end. The cupola houses the “head”
and drive mechanism of the grain leg and the bin distributor spout or chute.

The “elevator leg”, “grain leg”, or “leg” is the unit containing the power-driven vertical
bucket conveyor which raises the grain. The top of the “leg” is called the “head”; the
bottom of the “leg” is called the “boot”.

The first floor is usually the working floor, located at about grade level and below any
overhead internal storage bins.

A “garner bin” is a hopper-bottomed container for the temporary gathering of grain,
awaiting its input to a machine or “scale bin”. The “scale bin” is a hopper -bottomed bin
mounted on scale beams for weighing the grain being prepared for shipping or processing.
In the engineering and design of an elevator, grain is stored in the storage area which is
comprised of bins. Bins are usually round or rectangular with sloped bottoms called
hopper -bottoms to allow the grain to move down and out by gravity.
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Located below the elevator driveway floor will be a hopper -bottomed bin called a
“receiving pit” used to receive grain delivered by the farmer via wagon or truck. From this
“receiving pit” the grain flows by gravity through a chute into the “boot” of the “elevator

7

leg”.

Rural elevators may also have a separate building near the elevator as the power house
and another building as a combination office and scale house.

While the bucket elevator in the “leg” moves the grain up, it discharges at the “head” into
storage bins through spouts, called chutes. The spout or chute is attached to the head of
the leg and directs the grain into a selected bin.

“Dump logs” are narrow wooden ramps flush with the driveway floor on which the grain
wagon is positioned allowing the elevator operator to tilt the wagon dumping its load into
the receiving pit.

A “line shaft” is a steel shaft driven by a single power source on which are mounted pulleys
or sprockets used in driving one or more machines. The “line shaft” will be of varying length
dependent upon the distance required to transmit power and the number of machines to be
driven from that single power source.”

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator followed the previous description of a rural elevator from “Grain Elevators in
Minnesota” with few exceptions. The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator did not use hopper-bottomed bins. First floor
bins were unloaded through chutes in the floor then augered back to the “boot”. The bucket conveyor brought the
grain to the “head”, then distributed by chute to rail car or wagon. The second floor bins were unloaded by gravity
through chutes. Additionally, the Potter and Barker Grain Elevator had no “dump logs” which meant all wagons were
shoveled empty.

Conclusion

The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator was constructed in 1868 and served the community as an elevator until 1945. In
1994 the elevator was locally landmarked by Kane County, as part of the La Fox Historic District. This structure was
determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in 2000, as part of the Section 106 review for
the proposed METRA extension of the Union Pacific Lines West, Geneva to Elburn. The Potter and Barker Grain Elevator
is locally significant under Criterion A for its association with local commerce and transportation of products to market
and under Criterion C for its transitional elevator design from a one story flathouse to a second stage elevator. This
structure retains sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property ' .659

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage; enter “Less than one” if the acreage is .99 or less)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 41.886444° -88.409515° 3  41.886419° -88.411380°
Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

2  41.886582° -88.411367° 4 41.886302° -88.409528°
Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Part of the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 2, Township 39 North, Range 7
East (Blackberry Township), Kane County. The property is located immediately south of the Chicago and
Northwestern Railroad Line and roughly 385 feet west from La Fox Road.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundaries selected are the legal boundaries of the existing Potter and Barker Grain Elevator parcel.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Erica Ruggiero date June 8, 2016
organization McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc. telephone (847) 328.5679

street & number 1330 Sherman Avenue, Suite A email erica@miarchitects.com

city or town Evanston state IL zip code 60201

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

GIS Location Map (Google Earth or BING)
Local Location Map

Site Plan

Floor Plans (As Applicable)

Photo Location Map (Include for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all photographs to
this map and insert immediately after the photo log and before the list of figures).
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 3000x2000 pixels, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all
photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every
photograph.

Photo Log
Name of Property: Potter and Barker Grain Elevator
City or Vicinity: La Fox
County: Kane State: lllinois
Photographer: Erica Ruggiero

Date Photographed: February 04, 2016

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

Photo 1 of 30: View of grain elevator look west with reconstructed lean-to.

Photo 2 of 30: View of grain elevator looking southwest.

Photo 3 of 30: View of grain elevator looking northeast.

Photo 4 of 30: View of grain elevator looking northwest.

Photo 5 of 30: View of grain elevator looking southeast.

Photo 6 of 30: View looking west into the scale platform area.

Photo 7 of 30: View looking up at the rafters, including original and new rafters.

Photo 8 of 30: View looking east into the scale platform area.

Photo 9 of 30: View looking east in the scale platform area with the installed accessibility ramp.
Photo 10 of 30: View of the working floor converted to museum space looking southeast.

Photo 11 of 30: View of the working floor converted to museum space looking west.

Photo 12 of 30: View of the elevator bucket conveyor (leg) and drive belt looking southeast.

Photo 13 of 30: View of the (head) pulley and drive pulley looking up from the first floor.

Photo 14 of 30: View of the receiving pit screw conveyor leading to the boot located below grade.
Photo 15 of 30: View of the working floor screw conveyor leading to the boot located below grade.
Photo 16 of 30: View of the working floor converted to museum space looking northeast from the southwest corner.
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Photo 17 of 30: View of the new staircase between the working floor and engine house floor looking east.
Photo 18 of 30: View of the railroad loading area converted to museum space looking north.
Photo 19 of 30: View of the railroad loading area converted to museum space looking west.

Photo 20 of 30: View of the railroad loading area converted to museum space looking west and opening cut in storage
wall for museum circulation.

Photo 21 of 30: View of the opening cut in storage wall for museum circulation looking west.

Photo 22 of 30: View of lean-to addition converted to museum space looking east.

Photo 23 of 30: View from the top of the stairs between the first and second floor looking west.

Photo 24 of 30: View of the grain elevator looking south.

Photo 25 of 30: View of southwest corner of the second floor.

Photo 26 of 30: View of the second floor looking southeast from the northwest corner.

Photo 27 of 30: View from the top of the stairs between the first and second floor looking east.

Photo 28 of 30: View of the southeast corner of the second floor.

Photo 29 of 30: View from the center of the second floor looking southwest.

Photo 30 of 30: View inside the cupola showing drive assembly for the (head) section of the leg.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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FIGURE 1: SITE MAP

*The area in red identifies the current location and related parcel for the Potter and Barker Grain Elevator. The area in
blue is the original location of the structure before it was moved in 2003.
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FIGURE 2: MAP OF GIS POINTS FOR THE POTTER AND BARKER GRAIN ELEVATOR

19




NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number  Additional Documentation

OMB No. 1024-0018

Potter and Barker Grain Elevator

Name of Property
Kane County, IL

County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)
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FIGURE 4: HISTORIC FOUNDATION PIERS AT THE ORIGINAL SITE.
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FIGURE 5: 1920 VIEW OF THE GRAIN ELEVATOR LOOKING WEST.
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INTRODUCTION

In the summer of 2016, SCLI identified Campton Township as a new potential owner and future steward of
the Whitney Schoolhouse due to their commitment to preservation and conservation, evident in their
rehabilitation of Campton Town Hall, Wasco Train Depot, and Open Spaces Program. A to-date project
timeline has been provided on the following page.

At the July Campton Township Board of Trustees meeting, the Trustees voted to approve relocating the
Whitney Schoolhouse to Township owned-property at Gray Willows Farm or Corron Farm pending a
Relocation and Reuse Site Study (RRSS) by SCLI. The following RRSS discusses:

e Existing historic context and setting of the Whitney Schoolhouse

e Existing conditions at Gray Willows Farm and Corron Farm

¢ |dentified reuse opportunities

¢ Cost estimates for the relocation and rehabilitation of the schoolhouse at each site

¢ Phased Work Plan for the relocation and rehabilitation of the schoolhouse

* “Pros and Cons” relevant to each site including any implications on the Whitney Schoolhouse

This study will be presented to the Campton Township Board of Trustees in October 2016 for selection and
final approval of a relocation site for the Whitney Schoolhouse.

EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS AT THE WHITNEY SCHOOLHOUSE

The Whitney Schoolhouse is located in Campton Hills, lllinois, at 40W011 Burlington Road. The schoolhouse
sits at the corner of Wasco and Old Burlington Roads at the southeast corner of a seven-acre parcel, part of
the once 300+ acre Whitney Homestead. The schoolhouse is situated on a northeast-southwest axis and
setback 75’ from Old Burlington Road and 100’ from Wasco Road with its front facade facing Old Burlington
Road.

The overall site is bounded by Old Burlington Road to the east, Wasco Road to the south, (New) Burlington
Road to the west, and a stand of evergreens to the north. The landscape of the site is native prairie with Fir,
Maple, and Black Walnut trees interspersed throughout. Daniel Whitney’s Italianate farmhouse and dairy
barn are located roughly 220’ north of the schoolhouse.

The school was constructed prior to the other extant historic structures and is set apart from the house
and outbuildings, reinforcing the school’s rural character. The relocation site should as closely as
possible match the historic environment and setting of the Whitney Schoolhouse in an effort to retain
its historic and architectural integrity. The following sections will discuss the existing conditions at Gray
Willows Farm and Corron Farm and the advantages or disadvantages to relocating the schoolhouse to
either site.

Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois
Summary of Whitney Schoolhouse Relocation & Reuse Site Study



Figure 1: View of Whitney Schoolhouse looking southwest, May 18, 2016.
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PROPOSED RELOCATION SITE

GRAY WILLOWS FARM

Gray Willows Farm consists of 208 acres of rolling meadows, woodlands, oak savannas, and two branches
of Ferson Creek located at 5N949, Corron Road. Campton Township acquired the property in 2010, as part
of the Open Space Program, to preserve the open space and connect it to other greenways in the
community.

Gray Willows Farm is bordered on the west by Corron Road, on the south by Burlington Road, and on the
north and east by residential subdivisions. The northern section of Gray Willows Farm, accessible from
Corron Road, includes woodlands on the far northern boundary, crop fields, and the historic farmstead
which includes a ca. 1840s farmhouse, ca.1890s barn, and various outbuildings including the shed, silo, and
garage, built during the early 1900s. In the eastern half of the northern section, part of the existing fields
will be converted to wetlands with an additional six acres serving as a 100" wetland buffer. A gravel
driveway exists at Corron Road and enters the farmstead to the west of the farmhouse and winds around
the farm buildings, before heading south to provide access between the Township-owned buildings located
in the southern half of Gray Willows Farm. The drive also provides access for farm equipment to the fields
located adjacent to the farmstead.

Woodlands divide the northern and southern sections of Gray Willows. The southern section is defined by
dense woodlands, oak groves at the western edge, Ferson Creek, and wetlands along the southern and
eastern edges. The southern section also includes: the Campton Township Open Space Program Office; the
historic Fessenden Estate which includes the house, garage, and pool house, currently undergoing
restoration by the Township; and a ca. 1850s farmhouse and later outbuildings. The southern section is
accessible via driveways off of Burlington Road.

The land that is Gray Willows today was owned by some of Campton’s first families including the
Hochenson, Elliot, Tucker, Shonan (Burlington Road House), Samuelson (Corron Road House), and Whitney
families. The Whitney family historically owned the area near the intersection of Burlington Road and
Corron Road, between the Whitney Cemetery and the ca.1850s farmhouse. This property was part of the
Whitney’s original 300+ farmstead that roughly ran along Burlington Road to Corron Road on the north and
Wasco Road on the south. The farmstead remained with the family until 1929 when brothers Daniel and
John, sons of Campton settler John Whitney, died in January and October, respectively, and the estate was
sold out of the family.

If the Whitney Schoolhouse were to be relocated to Gray Willows Farm, the schoolhouse would be situated
on or directly adjacent to, the same historic farmstead where it has remained for 165 years. It would retain
its historic integrity and significance due to:

e Remaining on or directly adjacent to land historically owned by the Whitney Family

e Remaining in District 1 or Whitney School District

e Being situated near the location of the original 1841 Whitney Schoolhouse (the log schoolhouse)

Furthermore, upon review and a site visit to the Whitney Schoolhouse, Gray Willows, and Corron Farm, the
lllinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) feels Gray Willows is the ideal site to retain the historic setting
and context of the Whitney Schoolhouse. If the schoolhouse were to relocate to Gray Willows Farm, it
would remain eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois
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An additional potential positive and negative aspect to relocating the schoolhouse at Gray Willows Farm is
that there is currently no programming in place. However, the Whitney Schoolhouse will not be operable
for a few years given that the plans to relocate and rehabilitate the structure will take time, thus site
selection should not require programming to be in place at the time of relocation. With no established
programming in place, the Whitney Schoolhouse does have more flexibility and opportunity to spur future
programming and planning in the northern section of Gray Willows.

The natural and built environment of Gray Willows is compatible with the historic setting and context of the
Whitney Schoolhouse. The shared history of Gray Willows and the Whitney Schoolhouse and similar
architectural heritage, together with the compatible site and setting, would allow the schoolhouse to
remain eligible for the listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The size of Gray Willows would
allow for the schoolhouse to be placed in its rural setting and interpreted as separate of the farmstead, as it
currently is; provide needed space to make the schoolhouse universally accessible; and provide additional
outdoor space for the desired indoor programming. Lastly, while there is currently no programming in
place, Gray Willows offers the flexibility of developing programming with the schoolhouse. Based on the
feedback received in 2014, the community is seeking additional events and community space to which the
Whitney Schoolhouse could serve this purpose and more.

See Figure 2 below for site specific relocation options.

Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois
Summary of Whitney Schoolhouse Relocation & Reuse Site Study
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Figure 2: The Gray Willows Farm site is identified with a yellow boundary line. Land historically owned
by the Whitney Family is identified in purple. The preferred relocation site option for Gray Willows is
identified with an orange marker and the alternative site with a green marker.
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CORRON FARM

Corron Farm was the Campton Township Open Space Program’s first purchase in 2002, located at 7N016
Corron Road. The property is 221 acres, historically owned by the family of one of the area’s first settlers,
Robert Corron.

Nineteen-year-old Robert arrived in Campton Township in 1835, laid claim to the land, and built a log
cabin. From 1842 to 1847, he purchased parcels from the federal government, cleared the land, and began
raising crops. In 1854, Robert accomplished his dream of building a Greek Revival home reminiscent of one
he had seen in southern Virginia. His descendants managed a dairy farm, which supplied milk to the 1893
World'’s Fair in Chicago, on the property, for more than 160 years. In 2003, Corron Farm was listed on the
Kane County Historic Register.

The Corron Farm parcel is bordered on the north, east and southeast by farmland, to the south by Silver
Glen Road and to the west by Corron Road. Current conditions of the portion of the Corron Farm purchased
by Campton Township include a woodland in the northwest portion of the parcel, a small field and a large
field to the west of the woodland, a hay field to the east of the farmstead, an oak savanna in the north
central portion of the parcel, a wet prairie in the northeastern portion of the parcel, a wet pasture
southeast of the wet prairie, and a sedge meadow south of the wet pasture. Approximately 108 acres in the
central and southern portion of the parcel is being farmed and the farmstead is approximately five acres. A
gravel driveway exists at Corron Road, which enters the farmstead between the two houses and winds
around the farm buildings. There is also access for farm equipment to the southern field off Corron

Road. A north-south trail exists through the woodland.

The farmstead includes the main residence, a second house, two large barns, a silo, a hog house, a chicken
coop, two corncribs, and two large sheds. To the north and south of one of the large barns are areas where
the cattle grazed. Dairy operations were discontinued at the end of July 2002. The farmstead is serviced by
electricity, water, and natural gas.

The Corron Farm Master Plan divides the parcel into two distinct areas with separate goals:
1. The farmstead, which includes all of the buildings and is unencumbered by the Open Lands Trust
grant.
2. The land, which includes the woods, pastures and fields and which is encumbered by the Open
Lands Trust grant.

The Whitney Schoolhouse can only be relocated to the five-acre farmstead given the conservation
easement restrictions, thus this report will only focus on the goals and objectives of the farmstead and how
the Whitney Schoolhouse will help meet, hinder, or is not applicable to those goals.

The primary goal identified in the Corron Farm Plan is “to preserve and restore the farmstead as a museum,
center for the restoration and maintenance of the land, and for other public benefit.”

The National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior defines preservation and restoration as the
following:

“Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic materials and retention of
a property's form as it has evolved over time.”

Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois
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“Restoration depicts a property at a particular period of time in its history, while removing evidence
of other periods.”

Based on these definitions, the Whitney Schoolhouse would not meet goal of the Master Plan in terms of
the preservation of the farmstead, as the schoolhouse has never historically been part of the property’s
form over time.

The Whitney Schoolhouse would also not meet the goal of restoration. The Staff Report for Corron Farm’s
listing on the Kane County Register of Historic Places identifies a period of significance from mid-1800s to
mid-1900s in the Historical and Architectural Significance sections of the report. The Department of the
Interior would recommend the removal any change outside of that period of significance under the
definition of “restoration.” While the schoolhouse dates to the mid-1800s, the actual relocation would be
outside of the period of significance and viewed as non-historic to Corron Farm.

If the schoolhouse were to be moved to Corron Farm the historic character of the Whitney Schoolhouse
would be diminished. Due to the conservation easement restrictions, Corron Farm does not afford the
schoolhouse enough space to be appropriately interpreted as a rural school, separate of the residence,
outbuildings, and farmland. It could also deter from the historic character of Corron Farm, as a schoolhouse
never existed in such close proximity to the farmstead. Both the Whitney Schoolhouse and Corron Farm
would remain as a physical record of their respective times and uses, but the record of sense of place and
setting, for the schoolhouse, would be lost, due to the limited availability of land at Corron Farm.

The requirement that the new site match as closely as possible to the existing site has been reaffirmed
through discussions with the lllinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) after their site visit to the Whitney
Schoolhouse, Gray Willows Farm, and Corron Farm in May 2016. IHPA stated that while there would be no
implications to Corron Farm'’s eligibility, the Whitney Schoolhouse, if relocated to Corron Farm, would no
longer be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places due to a loss of its historic rural
setting and context.

According to the Open Space Master Plan for the Corron Farm,

The mission of Corron Farmstead is to:

1. Act as a museum and cultural center of learning, to help our citizens explore and gain knowledge of
the farming and other historical experiences in Campton Township and the Fox River Valley since
the early 19th century.

2. Act as a center for restoration and maintenance of the adjacent restored Corron land, as well as a
possible maintenance center for all Campton open space.

3. Act as a gateway for our citizens to experience surrounding pre-settlement land conditions --- Not
applicable.

4. Include other public benefits and uses as appropriate.

Per mission statement No. 1, the Whitney Schoolhouse could positively impact Corron Farm by adding an
additional layer of historical, architectural, and cultural experience to the farmstead.

Per mission statement No. 2, the Whitney Schoolhouse would remove needed space to restore and maintain
the adjacent land and farmstead buildings.

Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois
Summary of Whitney Schoolhouse Relocation & Reuse Site Study

7



Per Mission Statement No. 4, the Whitney Schoolhouse could provide an additional public benefits, such as
additional indoor event space requested by the community, but would remove current open land used for
outdoor events and parking at Corron Farm.

Key objectives of the Corron Farmstead are:

1. To maintain the farmstead as an historic entity.

2. To preserve and interpret the history of agriculture, dairy farming, the Corron family, and Campton
Township.

3. Tointerpret the natural history and conservation of the surrounding land. --- Not Applicable

4. To obtain public input and utilize professional expertise to assess the buildings and land in order to
determine the most appropriate use for each. --- Not Applicable

5. To consider adaptive reuse of each building.

Per Objective No. 1, the relocation of the Whitney Schoolhouse to Corron Farm could directly impact
maintaining Corron Farm as an historic entity due to the limited amount of space. The Whitney Schoolhouse
and other rural schools were not located within or in such close proximity of the farmstead, impacting the
historic interpretation of Corron Farm and negatively impacting the historic and architectural significance of
the schoolhouse.

Per Objective No. 2 the Whitney Schoolhouse would meet this objective through the preservation of local
architecture and interpretation of the early schools of Campton Township.

Per Objective No. 5 the Whitney Schoolhouse will be reused and will meet this objective.

The relocation of the Whitney Schoolhouse would positively impact some of Corron Farm’s mission and
objectives such as: preserving and interpreting the history of Campton Township; reusing historic buildings;
and providing additional public benefits. The relocation would also negatively impact the missions and
objectives that aim to preserve Corron Farm as its own entity, and it would not meet the long-term goal “to
preserve and restore the farmstead as a museum, center for the restoration and maintenance of the land,
and for other public benefit.” The schoolhouse would not be eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places due to the limited availability of space at Corron Farm, as the schoolhouse would lose its
historic setting and context and would not be able to be appropriately interpreted as a rural school.

See Figure 3 below for the site specific relocation option.

Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois
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Figure 3: Corron Farmstead site identified with red boundary line and relocation site option with blue

marker.
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CONCLUSION

To aid the Township in its final selection, Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois has identified and analyzed

the key factors of the relocation of the Whitney Schoolhouse and has prepared a “Pros & Cons” list for Gray

Willows Farm and Corron Farm.

Gray Willows Corron Farm
Pros Pros
e Compatible historic setting and context e Programming in Place
e Accurate interpretation as a rural school e Compatible Mission and Objectives to
e Shared history of sites preserve and interpret the history of
e Open programming Campton Township, reuse historic
e Eligible for the National and Kane County buildings, and provide additional public
Register of Historic Places benefits
e High Visibility e Provide additional space for exhibitions
e Existing site (setbacks, access, landscape, and education programming
etc.) can be recreated or are already in T -
Cons

place

Flexibility to be incorporated into long-
term Master Planning

Provide desired space for events and
programming by the community at Gray
Willows

No programming currently in place, but is
pending

Incompatible with Master Plan Goals to
preserve and restore Corron Farm as its
own historic entity

Not eligible for listing on the National and
Kane County Register of Historic Places
Low visibility

Incompatible historic setting and context
Limited availability of land does not allow
for accurate historic interpretation
Permanently removes valuable space
from Corron Farm.

Skyline Council of Landmarks lllinois
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