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has

he said. more than met what the -
nuisance board has asked of him.

#

Stillwater, and they're going Geary said the developer

“to light up the sky,

“It's going to be a

I

' A reviged plan will be re-
submitted to the committee
for review and approval be-

Rieser also spoke of liabil- fore it is recommended for
ity issues and problems of viewing by the village board.

and, no,
they're not going to be able to

and a problem,
be turned off.”
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Vzllage currently
exempt from- act

By ERIC SCHELKOPF
- Kane County Chronicle

NORTH AURORA — The' vil-
lage currently is exempt from the
state affordable housing act be-
cause it provides enough afford--
able housing.

~ But officials won

that- will change if more housés
that sell for $300,000 and up are’
built within its limits. k

Village attorney Kevin Drendel
said the village is exémpt from the;

state's affordable housing act ‘be-"-

cause at least 10 percent OflltS

7

:f‘-_'n

ders af

i "-n ol gusls sk n"-'-mo 3 ] >l 'ﬂ"

ordablfe housing:act

units” are defmed as5 »,m_ 5 imﬂ?ﬁﬁ“ﬁ ':;éir
J5§ Heio ’*$1 000, and 462"

as deﬁned by the Illmms mortgages
rheytgy'occupledﬁhhits vﬁth a’gross
1, fent fnl_ehs=§ than $750.a ‘month.
i ?‘ } ‘FJ%-:I:h 3t g A ge %Y?}:]ld ggrg‘tp 2%‘;;3’
abl Hou He) ¢present case sce- .
4ri0,. Qgt_ xg&m ayfall below, that at -
somme: -point, \esp ially as we attract
fioTe ugpscal housmg, »« Drendel
,J.S?J;d siy 'it‘# iYL
" fhe state has seta ]uly 1 deadline
umclpahtles,[to J,,at:ioptk,such
!plan& N
_gf_@rendé’l sald ofﬁ 1als rmght want
to adopt 2 ‘hoifsing plan anyway $0
that the-village contols 1ts own des-
 Fudf R, U
ofithe vﬂla"g‘"e‘ $ Housing falls ints Drendel said bythe extiederal
the category of Tow" and moder; !gcensys 14:2010, the v111age rmght no
Até-income, l‘ii'ger be*eﬁempt " ; ,
“He said the vﬂlage,xbased on, "~
t.he 2000 Census had 545 owner-,. »

housmg
fordable,
" Housing Development Auth@y g}}t}f e
The median gross income ! f‘ "
Kane County, according t0,the
. 2000 Federal, Census, i $59, 3
That ﬁgure is, the benchm
to determine, what 15 a’ffon"‘lablem
housmg S L g
To qualey as affordable auni
owned or rented must not cost its,
owner of renter more than 30 per-
cent of his.or her.annual income.
10 be: exemptwfrom the' hous=
iy act, the Vlllage must have a
least 10 percehbof its housmg fall ~
below’ﬂaaf”r”ﬁ‘afﬂ. .
" Drendel said a out 25 percent

e M

D !

. .Es}g% }}ogglNG ‘page 2
. ‘-*I ¥ " :@;b ] *
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Contmued from page ]

“Without a Plan in place, if

village becornes nonex

) any deve]oper that pro--
n; thhousin
y u
2 gﬁee;loan tha;iverse vnllagel.:l ctl):racg?
gevelopment o tonsing
rendel said, uthonty "

~ With a
plan,
the village could cﬁgndd said

natio
Hans;ln Sald the Stee. Iohn
its bOUndan es. village is filling
OW can th
t €Yy sa
“?hegaveer affol’da){)le Y;;Ve have -
eisn
dévelop?” Hans:nrxlisiand o

aid they wanteq
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Gorecki

back after

serving
suspen

S10n

04
Office ran smoothly

"during her absence,
" officials say

By OWEN R. BRUGH

. Shaw News Service

GENEVA — Kane County State’s
Attorney Meg Gorecki rejoined the ranks of
those legally allowed to practice law Tuesday
after serving a four-month suspension.

County officials and prosecutors said
they hardly noticed that :
she was gone. ‘ .

Gorecki took a four-
month leave of absence
Feb. 1 after her law license
was suspended for violat-
ing attorney _conduct
rules. She is the only sit-
ting state’s attorney in
Tllinois history to have her
license suspended. -

Although the states at-

Gorecki

- torney acts mostly s an administrative chief

in large counties such as Kane, the position
legally requires a valid law license.
“Iv's.been business as usual. Everyone
continued to do their job while she was
gone, and everyone will continue to do their
job now that she is back,” First Assistant
State’s Attorney Robert Berlin said. “As long
as everybody is doing their job and things

| are running smoothly, the office kind of nuns

itsell.” _ .
Gorecki’s license was suspended after

"she violated the Illinois Rules of Professional

Conduct for suggesting three times on an
answering machine that a friend could pro-
cure a county job for another friend by do-
nating to Kane County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy's campaign fund.

See GORECK], page 2

ronice

KaNE COUNTY CHRONICLE

Continued from {)'agerl

The tapes, made in 1998,
surfaced during the 2000
Republican primary.

McCoy was cleared of in-
volvement, and Gorecki was
cleared ‘of criminal charges
after a federal investigation de-
termined that the jobs-for-do-
nations scam did not exist.

However, the Tilinois
Attorney. Registration and
Disciplinary Commission still
found that Gorecki violated
rules governing lawyers,

After the disciplinary com-

- mmission issued the suspension,

Goreck tried to have it delayed
until she left office. In"her re-
quest for.the delay, Goreckd
stated that the suspension
would disrupt office operations.

However, McCoy said the
office appeared to run flawlessly
while Gorecki was suspended.

“She was gone four
months, and I don't think any-
one really noticed,” McCoy
said. “I mean that in a good
way. It's a credit to how she ran
the office.” o

Gorecki, through an ad-
ministrative assistant, declined
to answer questions but senta
four-sentence statement
thanking her staff for their pro-
fessionalism.

“Tlook forward to continu-
ing the fight against crime and
helping victims seek justice,”
Gorecki said at the conclusion
ofherstatement.~ -

Employees of her office
said Gorecki spent most of the
day in meetings and writing
the statermnent.

While Gorecki served the

suspension, civil division chief
Katherine Moran was in charge
of the office. Moran also had lit-
tle tosayTuesday. -
. “Tts fine (that Goreck is
back},” Moran said. ‘T really
 have no comment.”

" Gorecki’s statement

This is the full statement
released Tuesday by Meg
Gorecki upon her return to
the Kane County State’s
Attorney's Office after a four-
month law license
suspension.

Gorecki declined to answer
questions.

"t is with gratitude and
appreciation that | offer
thanks to Katherine Moran
and the entire Kane County
State's Attorney's Office.
Their dedication and’
professionalism provided
Kane County with the highest
quality of legal services
during the last four months.

“Also, 1 wish to thank the -
judiciary and Chief Judge
Philip DiMarzio for their

“assistance in maintaining the

integrity of the court system.
11ook forward to continuing
the fight against crime and
helping victims seek justice.”

McCoy said he already has
put the scandal behind hirm,-
and the situation did not affect
his working relationship with
Gorecki. The county board de-
termines the state’s attorney's
budget. '

The board could have de-
clared Gorecki's elected posi-
tion vacant because of the sus-
pension, although it decided in
February to allow her the leave
of absence.

Voters will elect a new
state’s attorney in November,

" and the successorwill take aver

Dec. 1. Gorecki is not running
for re-election. o

“When the board acted to
decide there was not avacancy,
that's when the whale thing -
ended for me” McCoy said.
“She took her four month
leave, and she has six months
left (in office).” :
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By William Presecky
Trlbune staff reporter

A nearly decade-long battle

City of Geneva over a 186-year-
old county-owned building
came to an end Tuesday as the
building was torn down.

About half of the decrepit,
two-story building at 427
Campbell St. in the city's his-
toric district remained by
midday as demolition crews
worked to the clear site, which
will be used to expand the
county's Child Advocacy Cen-
ter. The advocacy center, oper-
ated by the county state's at-
torney's office, houses attor-
neys and staff who specialize
in investigating and prosecut-
ing sexual and severe abusec
cases involving children.

‘The county owned the build-
ing—once a single-family
home— for decades but had
not used it for more than 10

between Kane County and the

It’s kind of a sad thing
[the building] couldn’t
have been kept.”

~—Merrltt King, nelghbar and a for-
mer Geneva akderman

years following relocation of
the public defender's offices to
the Kane County Judicial Cen-
tor in St. Charles.

Years of debate between the
county and preservationists

_over the home's historic value

concluded several months ago
when an agreement was
reached that the proposed ex-
pansion of the advocacy cen-
tor would be compatible with
the neighborhood's historic
residential character.
Although it may have had
1ittle historic value, the home
had “a lot of sentimental val-

Chic

p!mnhvﬁeorge Thampscn
The razing of the 136-year—old county-owned buflding at 427 Campbell St on Tuesday ends a

nearly 10-year dispute between Kane County and the City of Geneva.

Wrecking ball p
to Geneva property, tiff

D ‘r’nbu

sen

ue,” sald Merritt King, 85, who
lives near the bullding and
watched its demolition Tues-
day

A former longtime Geneva
alderman, King said he was a
friend to many of the home's
former inhabitants. .

Ashereminisced about fam-
ilies that once lived in the
buijlding, King photographed
the remnants of several of the
building's interior rooms.

“Hoddy Hunter That was
his bedroom right up there,”
King said.

“Omee in that basement, one
of the brothers used to have a
chemistry lab and it exploded
and caused a pretty bad fire,”
he said.

The Kellys were servants
wholived fora time in the rear
ofthe home,” King satd. “They
were the first black family to
liveintheclty It'skind of asad
thing [the building] couldn't
have been kept.”
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' GORECKI
BACK

TOHER
DUTIES

4MONTH LICENSE -
SUSPENSION ENDS |
WITH NO FANFARE

Other state’s attorneys can
relinquish added workload

By Nathaniel Zimmer 6 "a" (@] ‘-{‘ .

STAFF WRITER nee S
ST. CHARLES — Meg Gorecki resumed office as
Kane Caounty state’s attorney on Tuesday when a fow-
meonth suspension of her Javw license expired, bring-
ing an end to ane of the strangest chapters in the”
county’s political history. ]
. Gorecld, elected the county's top prosecutor in
2000, was forced to temporarily leave her postasare
cult of 2 1998 phone call to an acquaintance, during
which she suggested that acounty job could be had in
exchange for campaign contributions ta Kane County
Board Chairman Mike McCoy. McCoy was cleared of
any involvement or wrongdaing =
in the matter, %
In a brief statement issued
Monday, Gorecki singled out for
thanks Katherine Moran, who
served as her replacement during
the suspension, and Philip Di- |
Marzio, chief judge of the 16th Ju-
dicial Circuit Court.

“] fook forward to continuing the
fight against crime and helping vic-
tims seek justice,” Gorecld said.

. Atape of the phone call came to

iaht in early 2000, prior to Gorec-
ki's Republican primary election
defeat of incumbent David Ake-
mann, After Gorecki went on to
narrowly defeat Elgin Democrat Robert Steffen in No- l
vetnber of that year, the Dinois Attorney Registration |
and Disciplinary Cornmission charged her in 2001
with viglating the state’s ethics standards for tawyers.

The case eventually made its way to the Hlinois
Supreme Cotrt, which jssued an opinion in Noverm-
ber calling for a four-month suspension of Gorecki’s
faw license. The day after the suspension took effect,
the Kane County Board voted not to declare Gorecki's
office vacant, clearing the way for her to serve the re-

- mainder of her term after the suspension.

First Assistant State's Attorney Robert Berlin said he
did not expect Gorecli's return to result in any major
changes, though he said it would provide some relief to
the attorneys who have had to shoulder an increased

% Turn o GORECK], A2

" O
Meg Goreckl ex-
pressed thanks to
Katherine Moran
who served as
her replacement.

e

P GoRECHT

 From Page Al

-wotkload as a result of ber absence.
*] don't think there’ll e anything
drastically new in the next six
months,” he said. “She's going to
continue the policies and programs

she had in place before she Jeft.”
. Michael Coghlan, deputy chief of

siong, said Goreckd’s responsibili-
ties had been distributed among
eight members of the state’s attor-
ney's office. )

“She had guite a workload that

the office’s civil and criminal divl- .

we had to divide,” Coghlan said.
"She was involved in all aspects of
the office.” .

" Nevertheless, once Gorecki's
suspension began, Coghlan said, he
did not have any contact with the
county’s first female state’s attor-

ney.

“I did not talk to her during that
period,” he said.

McCoy said the state's attorney’s

. office appeated to run smoothly
during Goreck!'s absence and that

he expected it would continue to do
0.

“Tt seems to me from where I sit
that the office ran fine when she'was
gone,” he said. .
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Get to know me
Any time wé can meet and mix with re-

who contributed to the Wyatt for Mayor fund-
gional business leaders, local business lead-

raiser on May 26 at Murphy’s. It was another

SUCCess.
ers, political leaders, city workers and citi-

zens of Aurora, our campaign moves for-

I want to take the time to thank all those - -
s ward.
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Please visit our Web site: www.billwyattnet
to set up a meeting so we may discuss the is-
sues that most concern you, the citizens of

Aurora.

Bill Wyatt

- . Aurora Mayoral candidate
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Maple Park

b0y Hromile

residents

show support

for Delaney

_ ByPAULROCK
Kane County Chronicle

MAPLE PARK — Four
days after their village presi-
dent was arrested in a gam-
bling sting at a local. bar,
many- residents gave him
their support at Tuesday's vil-
lageboard meeting. .~ -

‘] want to see you stay
where youTe at"” resident
Brian Tefft told Village Presi-
dent Mark Delaney, who was
charged Friday night with
conspiracy to comrnit gam-
bling, _

More than 60 people
packed the village hall for the
meeting. . .

Delaney, DJ.'s Tavern
owner David Weeks' and
seven employees were ar-
rested in a gambling raid at
the popular bar.

Village trustees met in ex-

. ecutive session for about 30

minutes Tuesday to discuss

" several actions in response to

the arrests, including asking
for temporary assistance
from the Illinois State Police
and placing some employees
on administrative leave with
compensatiorn. .

But both of those propos-
als were voted down by trus-
tees, Trustee Dan Humme
said. '

“If the board doesn't want
to pursue it, we won't” said
Humme, who had placed the
two items on the agenda
Sunday. “Its a dead issue.”

Police Chief Chester
Morris said the proposal did
not bother him. He was ar-
rested Priday but was not
charged.

See MAPLE PARK, page 2

!

,"\M‘a;p!e Park

Continued from page 1 :

“I'm not bothered about
g Morris said. “Why

any’

. should1be?”

Delaney said he still sup-
ports Morris and does not plan

to resign from his post despite

the felony charge, which carries
a penalty of up to five years it
prison. Delaney said be has re-
ceived several calls from family
members, friends and Maple
Park residents since the arrest.
“#pd like to thank all the peo-
ple who supported me,” he said.
Tefft said the gambling
raid, headed by Attorney Gen-
eral Lisa Madigan, [llinois State

. Police and the Ninois Depart-
ment of Revenue, was much ‘ .
out fine,” Morris said. “This -

ado about nothing.

“They came in here like the
gestapo and bust people for
nothing,” Tefft said. “Its chump

:
change. I think everything will !
ride out, and il be all right”
Resident Kathy Curtis said 1.
people should reserve’ théir |
judgment about the arrests. © |

T think Fridays. actions -
should not be considered with-
out the facts,” Curtis said. “Lets ;
not hastily make assumnptions
about the patrons of that bar.”

Several . trustees  also
showed support for Delaney.

“I don't think our mayorisa .
criminal,” Trustee Nick Moisa
said. *I think he's doing a great
job for the community.”

~ “I¢s an extremely sad situa~

tion,” added Trustee Terry
Borg. “I'm sure many of you
feel the same way.” .

~ Mouris said he believes that
Delaney and the town. will Te-
cover from Friday’s incident.

“I think everything will work

town is going to pull together.
Everything will work out for the .

village of Maple Park”

iy
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Hit-and-run

driver gets

30 months_

Deputy: Wise went to McDonald’s,
Cal.l,e,,d friends after h‘itﬁ_ng Karsch

 Elgin ritan will serve 15 months

"+, BYPAULROCK". _ -
KuneCotinlyCluupIcle

Heooe -

WHEATON '— Moments

* after striking Fox Valley eccéen-
tic Sebastian Karsch with his
Chevrolet Blazer on the night of
Nov, 11, 2003, Matthew Wise
went to McDonald’s for french
fries and a drink.

Wise checked the damage
before . getting back-into his
spott utility vehicle and driving
away, and returned to the

- scene 20 minutes later, But in
part because he did not call au-
thorities to report the accident,
a DuPage County judge sen-
tenced him Wednesday to 30
months in prison.

Karsch, who was 70, died
from injuries to his head, chest
and neck later that night.

Wise, 25; of Elgin, will serve
15 months.

During -testimony. at the
hearing, 'a DuPage County
Sheriff’s deputy said Wise drove
to the nearby McDonald's on
Route 59, called some friends
and ordered some food. By the
time he returned to the scene
of the accident, emergency
crews already had arrived.

" "Itis particularly aggravat-
ing that the defendant stopged,
got out of the car, drove away
and made calls,” Judge Michael
Burke said. "I don't know if any-
thing would have saved Mr.

“Karsch, but it might have

-helped. I find the defendant’s
actions showed a conscious

disregard for the life of Mr.
Karsch.”

Wise could have received
probation or up to 12.years in
prison. Prosecutors recom-
mended a four-year sentence.

In April, Wise pleaded guilty
... toaggmavated
A drunken
driving after
his sport util-
ity  vehicle
struck a bicy-
cle and
trailer being
ridden” by
Karsch, a St
Charles junk
collector. The

. . collision oc-
cured on Route 64 near West
Chicago.

Wises blood-alcohol con-
tent measured .126, according
to the DuPage County Sheriff's
Office, above the Illinois legal
limit of .08. ’

Burke said the case was un-
usual because the collision oc-
curred on a narrow stretch of

‘Route 64 in'which the shoulder

was only. 18 inches wide, and
Wise did not appear to be
speeding or driving erratically.
 The junk that filled Karsch's
bicycle traiter, which was de-
signed to carry two children
with a maximum weight of 100
pounds and according to po-
lice testimony likely was more
than that, further complicated
the sentence.

See WISE, page 2

| Wise

TAEMIL el

Continued from page 1 o

Karsch was something of a
local celebrity for his fréquent
run-ing with the law for gather-
h:g trash, junk vehicles and
other items on properties that
he owned in __ |
5t Charles
and Batavia,

Karsch's
ex-wife, M
Elfriede -
Karsch  of
Geneva, said
her ex-hus-
band’s junk-
collecting ex-
peditions
usually were
in service of his art as a sculp-
tor and environmentalist.

"Collecting was a lifelong
thing for him," Eifriede Karsch

said. "He would collect metals:

becauseé that was one 'way he
could make some money. He
looked for anything that was
valuable. He would sez a'piece
of wood and say, "That would
make a good sculpture’ But a
lot of the tirne he didn't take the
time or make the time to follow
through. A lot of artists are like
that, dreamers to an extent.”
The two met.in November

1953, the day after Sebastian

Karsch -‘grlrived in 'America
from' Germany. They married
in 1956, after he served two
years in the Naval Reserves, - -

Karsch's widow divorced

_him in 1995 after a lengthy sep-

aration, but she continued to
keep in touch with him, and he
atways was willinig to help her

- outwith household projects.

“Sebastlan vwas what I
would call a mechanlical ge-
njus,” Bifriede Karsch said dur-
in%a victim impact statement,
“There were very few house-
hold items he could not fix. 1
rarely had to call a serviceman
for anything because he was
certainly a Mx. Fix-It."

Elfriede Karsch said the
sentence that Burke gave Wise
was fair .

“A person’s dead, and you
can't resurrect him no matter
how leng the aentence is,” she

_said.-"We believe ft was a fair

waytodo it.” :

* *~And she sald Wise, a paint

store manager who had a clean
criminal | record before the
drunken driving charges, will
learn a valuable lesson from
the incident.

“"He's still young" Blfrede
Karsch sald, “You can't erase.

" this, and he's going to have the

memory of this for the rest of his
life. Hopefully, that will guide
him during his incarceration.”
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Thousands to receive tax exemptlon notlces
C4 ChroniCle

F ive county b_oard

- .members to get nOtice’S

. ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chromcle

GENEVA Kane Countyvm]l send no-
tices to more than 20,000 property owners
whose property tax horestead exemptions
did not show-up on this year's tax bills.

Flve of those who wﬂl receive the no-
tices are members of the county board, in-
cluding chairman MikeMcCoy. =~ ™

" “You're going to. get a letter or post
‘card saying you may have the right to a
homestead exemption, here’s how to
check and here's: how to rectify it,”
McCoy said. -
- McCay, Jack "Cook,' R-Elgin, Jan

'Carlson, R-Elburn; ~Robert McCon-:

naughay, R-Geneva, and Gerald Jones, D-
Aurora, are five of some 27,000 property
owners who were granted the standard

$3, 500 homestead exemption last year but
had it removed from their tax blHS this
year.

The exemphon was rernoved dunng a
county computer system change.

The exemption reduces a: property’s
assessed valuation by $3,500. The amount
reduced on an individual’s tax bill varies
according to the value of the home, but it
could save the average taxpayer from $250
to $300, McConnaughay said.

‘See EXEMPTION, page 2,

| X‘Exemp‘tmn

property owners simply ig-’
nored the notices. However,

Continued from page 1

Typically,  homeowners
apply for the exemption once,
and it’'is applied to every an-
nual tax bill. Only owner-occu-

- pied properties are eligible.

Supervisor of Assessments
Sallie" Huber said she purged
her records because of a com-

_puter system change and be-’

cause of a number of property

owners who were claiming

more than ene exemption. . .

Last year she sent notices
to 122,000 property owners re-
quiring them to re-apply for

" the exemption. She said shere-
[ ceived about 80,000 apphca- .
*.'tions in return.

She speculated-ﬂmat many

she believes that most of the:

27,000 are property owners

on more than one property.

- who were claiming éxpeditions’

“Many ended up bemg'

people who were managing.
residential “properties for in-
come,” Huber said,

‘Although property owners:
must pay the amount listed on-
the first installment of their tax’
bills, th_ey can apply for a cer-
tificate of error and the
amount of the second install-
ment will be reduced.

- “We wanit to send notifica-
tion to those 27,000 people,

- McCoy.said.

The homestead exemptmn

- shows up at the bottom of the

tax b111




IKaneInay

oppose
Plainfield -
=hospital

‘*»ﬂ Demographics:
Chalrman McCoy
=.says County Board
must support '

Aurora facilities

2‘ B! Ste'm Lord

Usmn: WRITER

A GENEVA - The Kane County
* gt,Board will vote on a resolution

e4.,ne|ct woeek opposing building of a
-aew hospital in Will Counity.
ol4,4Board members will vote on the

i

= oppose

:=4he ncw, 146-bed hospital and

apihree-story medical office facility

’ m pmposed by Naperville’s Edward
+Hospital for 60 acres in Plainfield. .

McCoy Wednesday said Kane

b.County should protect the market:

J-already served by Aurora's two

- hospitals, Rush-Copley Medical
= Center and Provena Mecrcy
Cmta'
“The mlzent of ﬂus is to protect
rpourAumra hospitals,” McCoy told
4the board’s Executive Committee.

I “This hurts themn.”

Edward Hospital proposed the
mlum’ta] near 127th Strect and

",Van Dyke Road in Plainfield,
. saymgdmarmneedsnewbedsm

addzmm to those Rush-Copley and

Lquvena Mercy provide. The

siate’s Health Facilities Flanning

,L .Board, however, turned down
apprmhan in April.

“ Still, the board gave Edward a.
chance to catne back in June, and
~-the Aurora hospitals have been
raIlymg opposmon to Edward's

Some of that opposition
includes State Rep. Linda Chapa-
LaVia, D-Aurora, the city of
Aurora, the Aurora Economic
Development Commission and
DuPage County Board Chairmnan
Robert Schillerstrom. The
D County Beard as a whale
has ¢ stand on the tssue,

. "So we're not alone in this,”
MeCoy said,

“When Rush-Copley first located
its ncw hospital on the
southweslern edge of Aurora, it
loaked also to serve portions of
Kendall and Will counties, At one
time, Rush-Copley had a plan for a
‘hospital more in the DuPage
County section of Aurora, which
Edward opposed. That plan, teo,
was turmed down by the Health
Faciities Board.

WKaue County Board officials
said this jis a matter of
démographics. Hospitals survive
on a mixture of patients who aze
fully insured, univsured and any
thixture in hetween. Without the
‘Wil and Kendall demographics,
{hie. Avrora hospitals might not get
enough fully insured patients,
McCoy said

*Copley moved tu the very edge
of our community to serve this
area (Wil and Kendall),” said
¢ board member Gerry Jones, D-
Aurota, chainman of the board's
Public Health Commiittec. “Copley
had made afinancial i m&nmntm
thcarea

'

o mandkmrm oahel
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Judge proposes closing

Township vowé_
to fight closing

‘ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — A year after the
Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion ruled to keep open the
railroad .crossing at Old Kirk
- Road, a hearing officer wants
- the ICC to close it. i
. An administrative law

judge's proposed order dated
May 26 calls for the commis-
sion to close the at-grade
crossing despite the protests of
Geneva Township officials.
“I'm absolutely shocked,”
Geneva Township Road
Commissioner John Carlson..
“The facts didn't seem to justify
a switch in the judge's ruling.”
If the commission orders
the crossing closed, it could
mean as many as 100 empldy-
. ees of eight businesses off Old
Kitk would have to entet Route
38 at a nonsignaled intersec-
tion.
" Last month, the ICC ruled
against a Union Pacific
Railroad petition to close
Brundige and Pouley roads in
Blackberry Township.

ICC spokeswoman Beth

Bosch said the five-member

comumission will meet in July,
when it is expected to consider
the judge’s ruling.

The employees now are
able to drive south across the
tracks to CherryLane, where

‘there, is signal at Kirk Road,

Carlson said. ‘
. Kane County board mem-
ber Robert McConnaughay, B- .
Geneva, said the Forest
Preserve Commission voted
last year in support of keeping
Old Kirk open.
The issue is important for
the district because of the Kane
County Cougars games at

. Elfstrom Stadiurm at Kirk Road

and Cherry Lane. The games-
often draw 10,000 fans.

The railroad argued in its
testimony that the Old Kirk
crossing is redundant because
of the Kirk Road bridge over
the tracks 600 feet to the west.

The forest preserve wants
to keep Old Kirk Road open be-
cause of the possibility of the
Kirk bridge being closed.

“There’s no other way 10
get out ~ of there,”
McConnaughay said.

Bosch said the commission
does not have to follow the
judge's proposed order.

- However, if it does, Carlson
and towmship Supervisor
Patrick Jaeger said they would
appeal. ‘

“We could be forced into
circuit court,” Carlson said.
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Officials want
Homestead
Exemption
notices sent

® Reminders to residents:

Board officials said
expense isworth

reminding taxpayers

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — County Board officials
want to make sure all property owners
entitled to the homestead exemption
know aboutit.

Members of the Executive Committee
Wednesday, including board Chairman
Mike McCoy, R-Aurora, told Supervisor
of Assessments Sallie Huber to send out
27,000 cards to all property taxpayers
who did not take the homestead
exemption. . . .. |

It does not matter that Huber believes

. most of those 27,000 are not entitled to

the exemption, which is for single-family, -

owner-aoccupied properties. ~

“ think they have to be notified,” said
board member Robert McConnaughay,
R-Geneva. “I don't think we can rely on
the newspapers.”

The concern of the board members is
that some taxpayers have slipped
through the cracks of a quadrennial
reassessment of properties and a
purging of the computer system of
duplicate properties, both done in this
vear’s tax cycle. .

The result could be that many
homeowners did not get their
homestead exemption because, if they
were accidently purged, they would have
had to reapply for it, McConnaughay
said.

The homestead exernption is available
to all single-farnily homeowners. It is
43 500 taken off the assessed value of the
hotne, which is applied to the tax rate for
taxing purposes. ’

Hitber said she purged the system of .
duplicates, old properties which have
changed hands and situations where
people own five properties and were
taking the homestead exemption on all
five properties. That would be improper,
because the property must be owner-
occupied, and the owner of multiple
properties can only live in one of those
properties. :

Huber said she suspects a large
percentage of the 27,000 that have not
taken the exemption are rental
properties.

" She said last year, she had 112,000

homestead exemptions on file, and this
year, there are about 92,000 on file.
Huber said the printing and mailing of
notecards could cost as much as $8,000,
and the cost would be much higher to
handle any processing of new
exemptions the reminders would bring
1. >

If she sent out full exemption
applications, it could cost as much as
$54,000, she said. ) ‘

Still, board members said it would
better to be safe-and send out the
reminder cards. Karen McConnaughay,
R-St. Charles, pointed out that
homeownerts are only supposed to have
to apply for the exemption once, so, if
they were accidentally purged, they
would not likkely have noticed it. s

McCoy said the cards should tell
taxpayers of the situation, tell them
where to look on their tax bilt to find the
exemption and what to do if they do not
have it. There also is information on the
exemption on the county’s Web site,
www.co.kaneilus/.
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Cuffing the' competit-ibn

- Last week, agents from the llinois
 State Police, the attorney general’s office
and the Hlinois Department of Revenue :
raided a small bar in Maple Park, arrested
nine people and seized a number of video
garnbling machines. : o
The raid, carried out with ali the flair
of an “Untouchables” episode, has ‘
shocked and surprised a lot of area
residents who apparently thought this
sort of thing didn't go on in the rural
reaches of our bucolic, picture-postcard
county. Guess again.
If theres any surprise to last Friday’s

raid it's that anybody bothered. Gambling

in small town bars is no great secret, and
not necessarily frowned on by the
residents. For as long as I can remember,
the local tavern was the place you went to
if you wanted a “square” for the Bear's
game, or for the Friday night poker and
piriochle games. Now, many are home to
the same type of video poker and video
slot machines seized in Mapie Park.

" The machines are legal as long as they
are just played for “entertainment,” but
are illegal if there is a cash payout made to
winners. I'm going to go out on a imb
here, butI seriously doubt many people .

“would feed dollar after dollar into a video
poker machine just to be “entertained.”
My guess is the folks who play the
machines at roadhouses in the country do
it for the same reason their city cousins go
to the casinos: They wanit to gamble. The
raid on Maple Park points up both the
commonness of the desire to gambie, and
the state’s schizophrenic approach to that
desire, C

The same model machines as those
carted off as contraband last Priday can
be found in any of our casinos. There they
are perfectly legal, and the state of Illinois
encourages you to shove dollar after hard
earned dollar irito their gaping metallic
maws. Of course they would, seeing as
how they get a bite out of every cent you .
spend in a casino. Officials say the money
from the machines in Maple Park wasn't
being shared with our fearless leaders,
and that oversight is part of what spurred
the state into action.

Indeed, the Department of Revenue
made it very clear that was'one of the
reasons behind the raid in Maple Park. A
statement they released read in part, “We
will not tolerate this tax evasion.” Notice it _
didn't say, “We won't tolerate gamblingin -
Hiinois,” because of course, we do. No, the
raid had nothing to do with the moralsor
dangers of gambling, but everything to do

with who gets a cut of the action,

Iineis long ago gave up any moral :
high ground on gambling when it opened
the doors to casinos The state sees
gambling not as something inherently
damaging, but as just ancther way to
make a buck. Raids like last Friday’s aren't
designed to’end gambling; just shift it
from unregulated taverns to the casinos
where the state gets their slice,

. The wayIsee it; the state is acting the
same way a gang bass acts when he finds
out there’s someone running a card game
or bookie operation on his turf without
his permission. Both want to get rid of the
competition, and the only difference is
one uses cement overshoes, the other
uses handcuffs, '

* % %

This Sunday, dozens of area law
enforcement officers will be participating
in the Torch Run for Special Olympics.
Throughout the state, sitilar runs wiil be
held, all part of the single biggest fund-
raising event to benefit this important
organization,

This is the last event of the year before
the start of the Special Olympics Summer -
Games on June 11 at Qllinois State
University in Normal.

- This year the organizers are offering
one of the best caps I've seen for only a
$10 donation; $15 gets you a colorful,
comfortable T-shirt. To order, call St
Charles Police Cmdr. Dave Jannusch at
(630) 377-4435. And come on out Sunday
moming and cheer the runners. :

* Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-rnails answered at

(630) 584-0809 or
wpage@mediawerks.org,




| BY GALA M. Pigrc
Daily Herald Staff Wrigsr '

tomment, Batavig offiei
f ic
gég;getd that Onyx met all the l:rif
0 operat
statt0 p‘ .e 4 waste transfer
Sl_é[‘he full city council will con;
e igr_ the pollution control
5 ties Committee’s vote of 7 to
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Batavia waste station

. Ag‘en,cyinits application.
It's not an thiSSue whether or
I A e transf; i
In Batavia,” she said, e station
About 2{) residents attended

€ City’s independént i
team placed 36 conditiorne:lgg

a day; the truckg and trajlers

must follow 3 direct royte to I-

88 after droppin
g off garbage. .
and contract services m%st b?egi?{

Place for-hazardoy i
and pest controf.. > Materials

-Jodie Wollnik was the i
. . o
council member who dIilc[iy;g

See WASTE on PAGE 15

‘ Continued from Fage 1

Waste: Residents
not appeased

feel Onyx met the burden of
proof to operate such a facility,
.Acting as a watchdog for resi-
dents, she imposed some of her
own conditions, one of which.
would permit the city to review
the effectiveness of odor con-
ttol: - '

© “This'puts some real teeth in'|-
one of the 'major concerns

heard during the.public com-
ment period,” committee
chairman Jim Volk said of her
‘suggestion. o

On Dec. 19, Onyx filed an
application to approve a siting
permit for a station at 766
Hunter Drive near Hubbard
Avenue, in the industrial park.
Such a facility would tempo-
rary store and consolidate
garbage before it's taken to
landfills farther away.

Batavia resident Anthony
.Cvek had initial concerns,
especially of the traffic issues.
However, he thought city offi-
cials kept the best interests of
residents in mind while delib-
erating. . C

Carolyn Millei‘ and Steven |

"Lowe, both east-side residents,

were not appeased by the con- |.

ditions. C _
Yvonne Dinwiddie felt the
‘city made up its mind even
betore forming the residents
advisory group, which she par-
ticipated in from 2001 to
2002. . : '
“T really think it was a bun
oflies and false pretenses, and 1
" don't appreciate being used,”

R

she said. -
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Kane County tf

Wellness and Health Ceater

programs. Also, the VNA plans for

“The need is very great, as you new pharmacy, dental, nutrition
can see,” Windel told the andmental health services.

committee, “Our space needs are

Visiting Nurses Association

When the project began about a

year ago, VNA officials were
looking for a new downtown

Aurora site. But with Aunt

Martha's health clinic taking over
a new location downtown, about a

block from the current VNA clinic,

needed to find a second site to  VINA officials have said they will

house them. The new building

look for a building somewhere,
else in or near the main service

Before 1995, all VNA services
th Aurera's growth, the
number of home care programs
increased, and VNA officials

were headquartered in one site.

olida wotld hold the Home Health,
said Linnea Hospice, Community.Health and  area of Aurora’s East Side.
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By ToNA Kunz HCI‘CLQCJ

Board is all
‘ears about -

loud noise
complaints |

Y

Daily Hernld Staff Writer

* Blaring boom boxes, revving
ATVs and cruising cars have
made Kane County loud, and
some say less livable,

_Noise complaints from all
corners of the county have

"officials thinking maybe it's

time to re-tune rules on how
the county measures and ¢on-
trols noise, .

" “Noise is an issue with
almost every complaint we

[ get,” said Kane County Board

mmember Lee Barrett, a Repub-
lican from East Dundee.

Lately, Barrett has been get-
ting an earful from residents
complaining about noise near
a skate park near Tyrrell Road
on the edge of Gilberts.

“Music went on until about
11 p.m. Their windows would

.vibrate,” said Robert Sand-

ner, an assistant state's

-attorney-who investigated

complaints: *

“And the next morming there
was litter. It's mostly beer cans’
‘and soda bottles-and fast-food

_wrappers.”

" Sandner said it also was
nearly impossible to get a

- famnily car through the nearby

stréet let alone an emesgency.
vehicle.
‘Just about every board

| member has a noisy problem
1 in their area.”

- For Barbara Wojnicki, a
Republican from Campton
Township, it's homeowners
with three to five acres perfect
‘for impromptu all-terrain
vehicleracing. ..
“They are on their own
property, but they are really,
really noisy, dénd people are
calling me complaining,” she -
said ‘

Suggestions of how to tailor.
ules to fix problems specific
to certain areas drew com-
plaints and a fear of lawsuits
‘Wednesday during the
‘counfy's executive committee
meeting. But the talk did gen-
erate a consensus that it's time
to find an all-encompassing
solution.

“just look at the existing
_laws we have on the books and .
see what we can do to improve

them,” Wojnicki suggested.

Currently, the county can
ticket residents for nuisance
violations for noise heard
more-than 100 feet away.

Other communities have
similar ordinances of varying
distances or focus on sound
decibel levels.
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- hasmoved slowly through

- will costuntil we get thebids,” he

_settled on the Peck Road site.
" anymore delays on this project,”

. the county, the city has agreed to

" endofthe meonth, thenitsamat-

- office is run out of an old house
- behind the government center

KANE COUNTY CHRONICLE

Construction of -
animal control
facility could

begin this year

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

_ ‘GENEVA — County officials
will seek bids c;r{j 1&;‘1 $1.3 million
animal contro] buildi
end of the month. dmg by the .

. The animal shelter project
chan-

nels as officials searched for a
site, but nowit appears that con-
struction could begin this sum-
oeT, :
Animal contrl  Director’
Joseph' Busch told members of
the county’s Public Safety Com-
mittee on Tuesday that he should
_Teceive canstruction documents
fmn,-,x the architect on June 15.
_ "I think our entire profect is
gﬁg togemmwwweu," Busch

A buildings construction
documents are what contractors
use }30 stéll::nntd their bids.

_Busch said the bu forthe
building was set at $f.%ertnﬂ]ion.
but the cost could go up ordown

“We don't really know what it

said. |

The county plans to build on
nég acres ltfuwnmson the southwest

mer o and i

corme Keslinger

Settling on the site was not
easy. Some county board mem-
bers argucd that the facility
should be built on the nerth end
of the county because Elgin
made a prcliminary offer to sup-
Pply the land in return for animal
control  services Elgin and
county officials could not reach
an agreement, and so the county

"I just hope we don't have

said é}omﬂnésbancha, D-Aurora.

enevais buying a portion of

the land to construct ;fo drinking
water treatment plant. '

As part of its agreement with

annex the property an i
withuﬁlil:igs. pectyand supply
The citys treatment plant
project is scheduled to po hefore '
the le.mmmission onjune 10.
“We'll go out for bid at the

ter of getting approval from the
county board,” Busch said.

. Busch proposed a new facil-
ity four years ago. Currently, the

on Route 31. Three yzars ago, the

?ouélat(ys bogrg increased ?agg fees’
or and dogs to he]| .

the shelter. Bl Py 'for

- -~

revmile

6304

oz

- called to complain of a missing

© By ToNA Kunz

" have a price tag when it comes

_ figure bill, Kane County Board

You mlght be
entitled to- |
tax refund

Dadty Herabd Stafy Writer .
Doing the right thing doesn’t

to politics and taxes.
. Bven when faced with five-

executive committee members
refused to back down from
demands Wednesday to per-
sonally notify taxpayers who
may have overpaid. A

*Obviously, that is money. It
means & lot to people,” said
board member Jim Mitchell, a
Republican from North Aurora.
He said numerous people have

4$3,500-homestead exemption
on their June tax bill. -
The discount is worth more
than a few pennies. For exam-,
gle, a taxpayer with a-$250,000
ome in St. Charles saves $233
_on his tex bill with the exemp-
tion. ) h .
_ Board members Wednesday
demanded the county assessor |-
come up with a postcard by
next week for the board's
approval that would explain to
people that their cxemption
may have been dropped and
how to fix it. The posteard
* Jikely wouldn’t go in the mail
until July 1. Taxpayers would
have a September deadline to
retumn it and get a refund.

Sallie Huber, the county’s
chief supervisor of assess-
ments, said sending a mailing
and processing Iesponses
from the 27,000 people
dropped from the exemption
list would cost $58,000. She
doubted that many of those
people would even qualify for
a refund because it's not their
main residence or is rental
pIoperty.

Board members said they are,
willing to take that chance,
-especially because five of the
27 members had the exemp-
tion dropped on their main
homes, -~

Officials also scoffed at how
much it would cost to fix the
mix-up since printing and
stamps would cost only $8,000.
"1 think the overall cost is
grosshy exaggerated,” said board
Chairman Mike McCoy.

The tax bill mix-up came
when the county tried to weed
out people claiming the exemp-

. tion on multiple properties.
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Diily Herald Legnt Affairs Writer

30-month
sentence
in Karsch
crash £321
" Heraldd

By CHRISTY GUTOWSKI

Growing up in war-torn Ger-
many, Sebastian Karsch often
gathered metal scraps for cash
and ate tree bark to survive.

Those humble habits stayed
__ with the eccen-
fl tric 5t. Charles
man, killed on
a bustling street
while riding a
bicycle and
| hauling a trailer
overloaded
3 with discarded
goods he had
collected.

_ A judge said
Werfue.sday the
70-year-old
man's death
fl could have
been avoided if
only a driver
i who  struck
| Karsch’s bicycle
i had chosen to
remain sober
that evening.

Matthew
Wise was sentenced to 30
months in prison on aggravated
DU charges for the Nov. 11, |
2003, fatal crash near West
Chicago. The judge rejected the
defense’s plea for probation.

Wise (Fec!ined to make a
statement before sentencing.
The 25-year-old Elgin man
faced probation or one to 12
years in prison. )

His lawycr, Bob Kleeman,
argued Wise had led a law-abid-
ing, productive life worthy of
leniency. Prosecutor Helen
Kapas sought a four-year prison
term tp deter others from dri-
ving drunk. '

Although some questioned
whether the crash was avoid-
able, DuPage Circuit Judge
Michael Burke told Wise his
decision to drive under the
influence of alcohol caused
Karsch's death.

He chastised the defendant
for leaving the crash scene,
instead waiting at a nearby fast-
food restaurant for a friend
while eating fries and sipping
on a soda, before returning 20
minutes later.

“J don't know if any‘thing
would have saved Mr. Karsch,’
Burke said. “But, I find the

Sec DRUNK on PAEE 15
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- Committee vote favors
- ;me‘&e—ta‘ansfer statmn

By Jan Rammmg
" SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

"BATAVIA — After one vote of

. support this week, the City Council is

expected to make a final decision’

Monday on siting 'of a proposed waste-
transfer station.

The city’s Pollution Facility Control -

' Comimittee voted this week in favor of

‘[ Onyx Waste Services' proposed waste-

transfer station, where garbage would

‘| .be compicted before being shipped to

| “other landfills: The Onyx site is 766
. |» Hunter Drive on Batavia’s east side..

‘The committee's 61 vote came after .

“'an intensive review of nine criteria
 ‘established by the Illinois

Environmental Protection Agency. The .
critéria relate directly to Health and

" safety issues, as well as the facility’s
| .- compatibility with the surrounding

In its deliberations, the committee
considered whether Onyx submitted

enough evidence to sat]sfy each of the.

_ Tequirements.

“This has been a long process, and'
it's far from over,” said Alderman Jim -

Volk, 4th Ward.

A'total of 27 conditions were
recommended by -city staff and
approved. The conditions placed on

. Onyx include mandatdry tarping on all
waste collection/delivery vehicles, an
- odor neutralizing system within the
facility building and litter paftrol of the

surrounding area and along Kirk Road.

N Pest-contro] inspections will take

_ place every two weéeks, and analytical
testing will be required on any
substance unintentionally leaching

from the facility. A fence, to be atleast 8.

feet high, will surround the facility, and
the exposed property will be
landscaped and maintained by Onyx.

All vehicles will enter the facility at
the western-most facility entrance at
Hubbard Avenue.

. Loaded transfer traxlers leavmg the
fac:hty will only be allowed to exit the -
facility westhound on Hubbard to Kirk
Road, then south on Kirk Road to
Interstate 88 at the Farnsworth
interchange in Aurora, Fines of $1,000
per occwrrence will be issued by the city

for any waste vehicles in violation of the « -

predetermined routes to and from the
facility. .

Onyx originally proposed the Batavia
waste-transfer station site after the -

county announced the closing of -

Settlers Hill landfill by December, 2006, *

A siting ordinance was developed by
the city, and & Citizens Advisory.
Committee formed to study the issue - .
for six months. The citizens committee
issued a report in May 2002 outlining
conditions under which awaste-transfer
station would be acceptable in Batavia. ©

Qnyx filed an application with the city
for a waste-transfer station on
December 19, 2003, ‘ :

Public hearmgs were held during
April this year. Public comment was .
taken for a one month period from April
16unti May 17. -

Monday, the full council will review
the committee’s findings and cast the
final vote at the City Council meetmg at
7 p.m. at City Hall.

Although no public comment was
allowed at Wednesday night’s meetin g,

“several frustrated residents were in

attendance.

“Tm véry concerned about 1,000 tons _
of garbage coming into Bamvla, most of
it coming ffom outside our community, -
and some of it could be inadvertent
hazardous or toxic waste,” said resident
Carol Barreft.

" “Most people, by the time they

-realized what was going on, found out

that it was too late for their input," said
resident Kris Voreis. -
" “We don't want it,” said Nancy Kreis,

" an east side Batavia resident. “Nobody

Wanis a dtimp in their back yard.”
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mmu;'.liées have buiit golf ates a nice bookend for what ween. tax base for the residents of the vil ’

! be many o

problem; and no, they can

tumed off,” said Rieser.

i

* he said, adding that he doesn't

‘ Jage,

farther west,” he said.

Heal vision

courses next to airports. He also was

concerned about the existing neig

borhood directly to the east of the’

propased Stillwater.

commercial de-

1as, about 10 acres of

N Eri

gar Grove needs a'go
caurse, and the proposed ibrary site
is too small for any future expansion

needs.

‘feel Su

if course, Some

velopments and a gol
townhomes were €|

i

fit among the
trustees. ‘Trusteé Mari Johnson said
she feels Sugar. Grove could find'a

Opinigns were sp!

he
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He also mentioned the cu
noise problems and situat
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ges that have been?

changes made to the p
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uild elsewhere.
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trial users have lgol
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as well, by stating
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patible land use,” citing air-
port runway lights as a major con:

velopment is not
calls for 221 single- cerm. .

asa“com)

tricted vil-

Stillwater development is
d for the southwest corner
 Municipal Drive and Route 30.
e revised plan
fimily homes, 50 age-res
-

The
propose

; Driiref gets

~_two yearsin

 hitrun death
z of bicyclist
¢  pot{-0OY

*% By Dan Rezek TSRO

¢ ; CHOAGOSUNTMES g 4V S

2 WHEATON — A drunken driver -

+, Who sped off after fatally striking a -

- Tlyear-old man riding his bicycle
along a busy, six-lane DuPage -

..+ County highway last November
has been sentenced to 21/2 years

in prison. B

~_  Matthew Wise, 25, of Elgin,
faced up to 12 years behind bars for
the Nov. 11, 2003, crash that killed
Sebastian Karsch, a well-known
local eccentric who for years bat-
. -tled Kane County offidials trying to
. elean up the mounds of junk he
=.. stored in and around his home near-
St. Charles.
.  Karsch’s ex-wife and son said .
-+ they were satisfied with the prison .
.+ term imposed on Wise, who was
.. taken into custody immediately
" after the hearing. He is expected to
-gerve about 2 year behind bars, .
* *We were all raised that when
~.". you do something wrong, you get:
.~ punished,” said Elfriede Karsch, the
.« vietim's former wife, Tests showed
- Wise's blaod alcohol level after the
820 p.m. crash was 0,126 percent ~
*. ‘above the (.08 legal limit. :

- Before imposing the prison term,
DuPage County Judge-Michael
Burke chastised Wise for stopping
only briefly after the crash on North
Avenue, then driving to a nearby
fast-food restaurant. There, prose-
cutors said, Wise called a friend and
asleed him to drive by the crash site.

Wise ate french fries and drank a
beverage while he waited at the
restaurant, authorities said, then re-
turped to the scene about 20 min-
utes after the crash and surrendered
to authorities. Those actions, Burke
said, “showed a conscious disreg:
far the wellbeing of Mr. Karsch.”

AGerman-bom refugee who came

LIV T )

.+ to the United States after World War

. TI, Karsch was a familiar sight in the
western suburbs, frequently riding
his bicycle at night along heavily traw
eled roads io all types of weather, de-

" spite police warnings that his hehav-

* ior was us, )

. He often collected junk from the.
roadeide during the trips, carrying
itin a trailer like the one he was

. towing behind his bike when he
was killed. Trying to force Karsch
to clean up the debris on his prop-
erty on Rouite 31 north of St.
Charles, Kane County authorities .
fought a decade-long legal battle
that ended with Karsch's home
being demolished in 2002 after a

" judge declared it unsound. .
- Wise's attorney sought proba--
tion in the hit-run death, noting that - .
" Wise, a paint store manager with
o criminal record, pleaded guilty
earlier this year to felony aggravat-
ed drunken driving. o
- “Mr. Wise stood up here and ad-
mitted his responsibility,” attorney
Robert Kleeman said, ‘There’s no
question Mr. Wise made some horri-
ble cheices back in November 2003.”




Gy Ladty jrerald
Traffic ' mess forecast |

for Randall corridor |

- ofthe rmaj

o .gystem, you're ‘golpg to have
. Some gerious
*, Jems," she salt

- congestion stetarning from west
“ofRandall.. - ° . -

L it :
- By ToM O'KoNowItz © . -
: Dafly Heold Stoff Wekzer -

+... I yéu think taffic 5n Randall
Road through Elgin is annayin
now, Just pleture how mugl

worse it could be within, the .

15 after samme 12,000
ouses are built in the
I:{wesl‘e.:ea. huhzh

ot a pretry image,

If mafor Improvements aren't

next few
ed

. made to the system of roads

arpund Elgin's expahding west.
ern end before ell the houses
arpive, you could find yourself

- stuck at stoplights for neady 10

minutes at some Randal] inter-
sections, according to a
transportation study commis-
sioned by the city and Kane

. County officlala,

"Even when you make the
improvements-... you're still

. sai:ng ta have problems on Ran-

dail where you have to wait
more than pne cyele” at stop-
ligl_éts, said Heldl Files, pla.nnmf g
‘and programming er fat
the Xane County gepmmag tof
Transportation. - - - L

- . Files has been worklng with
*. other county, clty and state offi-
* clals to examine fust how nmach

of an fmpact 12,000 new houses

cxpected to-be built west of .
Randall

Raad will have on traflic

. ' flgve .

The impacy will ba sizable,"
she sald, because just one addl- |
‘tonal household creates about
lomtri})sad . Given that,
the study found that by 2020,
Randall’s intersections with

“It's a-prétty high priority,”
Dorgan sald. “There will%e

. mote and more traffic on Ran-

dall, but T think as we grow we
will add mare roads to help
going.”

Most important, he said, will
be add.ll:lgumom nerth-south
roads, including a major com-
dor between Randall and Route
47. He also sald slgnal
at the Route 20 intersections

with Plank and Nesler roads .

should and that new roads
will all be butlh with a focus on
Hnking the entre system. . .

* The county’s 2030 transporta-
tion plan wish list suggests’
other optlens ta solve traffic |
worries, No maoney kas been set
aside for them — and they may
never be built — bart Files said
they could help. ,

ey Include extending
Corron Road to Route 72,
realigning Route 20 near Pin-
gree Grove, widening Randall to
slx lanes through Elgin, widen-
ing Route 20 to six lanes from
the county’s eastern edge to
Coombs Rond, widenlng the
Northwest Tollway to eight
lanes from the eastern county
line to Route 31 and widening it |
1o six lanes from McLean Boule-,
vard west :

d Avenu; near Route 20

.jand et Bowes Rond ali-will get -
* ifa Eratlesibecaube.of their .

Yeep tmaffic oving.* -

Ananiiy o keep traffic maoving.
-..j.*Ahd "Kane"Colnty's 2030°
. Arensportation stud: })rgdlcts‘-

ey i S
IO Elgin; .
thve solution to the

extrame congestion’ ;
No de

'{Jutanﬂa.l traffit mess has beeq |

dentified, but Kane County and

. Elgin officials have pledged to

continue working with each
other and sumo g towns to

carsmoving,

- Eu:sun'p_rojecus that'will help -

i
P
T

.

es says the key will be

'+ adding “collector roads” that -
©can gid up some-of the extra
vehicles

-4l then

ected 1o, come -with
e
mialn rodds
Tpaded - Us S
5 "Without a-gellebte:

m*bemﬁove

ngestion prob-
: F “.tg-a.ai.;agp;:i- .
SR

" Tom AmgEong Eliie i

.- cipal planner, sald anothérey 7l

will be requiting devglopars tor f

Pt In through-gtreei ihat link

3

" 1o each other rather then &

bunch of cul-de-acs, which tra-

. ditivally have cantributed to

trafficproblems.” .- .

“The bottom line is-we need [}
: 1o stop developing like we have

been for. 30 yeats and start
building ¢onaccted streets,
Armatrang said, "We're the iy
“tims of our own deslres”
But Atmstrong did say Eigin's -

1845 tid Yeeg the.

traffi¢ system Iz better con-, -

nectiéd than those in some’ -

towns that face much worse

. traffic furures. The study indi-

cates that Gilherts, Sugar Grove

"and Aurorz ace amosg the

municipativies that will face the

. mostnewcongestion by 2030,

Elgin City Manager David’
Dorgan says the city will con-
tinue looking for ways to ease

l

E

;



“There are so many penple who need food. We don'i think abou‘t it, but it's true ”

Sﬁateﬂép Jokumuner

34 “helped unload thousands of cans of food

5. | throughout the region, as he used to do

By Nothaniel Zmmer,
SI'AF'F WFUTER

abulances and police crulsers rolled with

IR 1%,:irliphts blazing into the parking lot of

A t]u:, Kane County Farm Bnreau oo,

Thursday. -
And while the vehicles weren tbeaﬁng
, their drivers were doing

amdr.r tr:rmgm hclpthnsc .

m need. .
Astbepmdecmncm ahalt. uiﬁ::rsnnd
firefighters from around Kane County

- intended for the poor.and hungry. .
~The event,part of National Hunger
Awareness Day. was organized by the 5t
Charlesbased Northern Hinois Food Bank,
which. distributes faod. donated by
corporations, individuals and community
**graups to an estimated 168,000 e each
ooth il 13 northern Minais countiesss— »
 Kane County, the food bank sénds’s
oup kitchens and socialservice providérs *
abioutia million pounds of food each year.
ople who need
Millner, whose
| district includes portrons of South Elgin an
.+ 8 Charles "We don't think aboutit, but Jt's
true,”
Not for the first ume, the Carol Stream -
Republican made usé of his commercial--
Y driver’s eense to pilot an NIFB 18+wheeler
-~ although this time he was heading up a
processien, ratheér than delivering food

while a member of the Elmhurst police
department, -

Like others present for the event, he
emphasized that the food bank’s .
beneficlaries include “a wide range of
i - people,” many ‘of whom are employed but
M find it diffieult to make ends meet,

- Nearly half those served by the NIFB are

8! children, according to the organlzation,

“PHOTUS] Bqumcoums/srm PHOTOG!

Northern I!Itno!s fnod Bank lﬂha lhne Coﬂntv Farm Blm.'lu st ﬂudwﬂmrsdn!l

Am'ora l-'lm De-

" partment Asgise

tant Chief Hal
Carlson onloads a -

firetruick filled
with food. Several .
police and fire do-" B

danations. ’

; j RAPHER
Pellce srid depmenhfrnmlh:wﬂmmmm &mnlvdropuﬁpamdsulbbdinﬂhe need, they.alse can help feed the hungry.

e operates outofa 147 mquamfoot
ty.

.-“Torthe land of 1:|Ie1'1tyl that shmdd not be
aﬂowed." said Sheila Davidsun prmdent of
. the food bank’s board. .

But while children arc among these In

About two-thirds of the 3,000 or so cans
of food the Elgin Fire Departrivent delivered
Thursday came from & food drive held at
Clinton entary School in South Elgin,
according to Fire Chief Milce Faleae.

The school was thrilled the department
was able to transport the food, which filled a
veserve ambulance, while fire officiale were
reaély happy to accept the dunation, Falese
- Sl
. By the time #11 19 police and fire
departments had deposlteéd their respective
hauts Thursday, Carpentersville Fire Chief
John Schuldt was pretty pleased as well

“T know by far this is more thap we had at

% Turn to FOOD, A2

SOU’I’H ELGIN““— " Firetrdcks; -

T - R .
Fram}’ageAJ

{his time Yast year,” he said, gm’.
down at paletics stacked hxgh with
canned goods.

The increase is in keepmg with
the organizatmn s growing
distributicn levels Last year, the
NIFB passed put in excess of 15

dlion pounds of fosd, m
Z?me m‘; aunount it hanile

Muu‘h of that cames ﬁ

- manufacturers, 54 guch as*

Foods Inc
Haward Wurster, whuc
nfgra’s warehouse op
tlcuoe eastern Unlted State
monitars the co sy
gtocks and donates to the
when supplics outstt'lp de
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See FOOD, page 4
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Squad cars carrled their pay- .
Gads) in the back seat as though

ational ambulance. -

{nitiative lead

ca's Second Harvéstand -

by Ameri

"Day” and " Test. Bo

a~i.
ENT

W,

o AWATETIESS

“Table,

united Thirsday for Nationa
er aWAreness

ayw
Hung
- hung

with nonperis

.“Its teally amazing’ said
--He stared down arow of pal- “One Big

. tomatoes.
Pankin St. Charles, -

" lets piled high
ablefood. " -

et AT

“from
" Carpentersville, Elgin, Hamp-
shire, Rutland apd Dundee,

Voluntéefs, donations,neetied :

Places to donate or volunteer:

* Northern lllinols Food -Bank
600 Industrial Drive,

St Charles .

{630) 4436910

* Elburn Foold Pantry
525 M. Main St., Elburn
(630) 2656655

* Hesed House
659 §, River St., Aurora
{630) 897-2127

—r

* Interfaith Food Pantry
256 E. Chicago St., Elgin
(847) 7412329 .

. inierfalth Feod Pantry
100 Flinri-Drive, Batavia

(630} 8793784,

* Salvation Army
1710 S, 7th Ave., St. Charles
(630) 377-2769

= St, Peter C_étholic Church
1891 Kaneville Road, Geneva

Food .
Cartinued from page 1

Compartments of fire en-
gines held- cans and boxes
stuffed wherever they would fic.

Participants included police
departments from  Batayla,

Ebumn, Elgin, Geneva, Kane °

County Sheriff's Office, ‘North
Aurors, St Charles, Sleepy

Hollow, Wayne. and West -

Dundee; and fire departments
-. Batavia, Aurora,

North Aurcra, West Dundee and
Geneva.

- Carpentersvillé Fire Chief -
John Schuldt addressed thevol-

unteers and those who gath-
ered outside the farm bureau

forarally, o

"You people know what it is
all about,” Schuldt said. “We

_ have to gex the word ouit The

people-of our county need: to

realize they can donate food all
ar,” .

in 2003, the Northern
Niinois Food Bank served 15.5
milliod. pounds of food, up
from 12.2 milliof pounds in
2002. : .
. The organization serves 55
agencies in 13 counties includ-
ing Boone, DeKalb, DuPage,
Grundy, Kankakee, Kane,
Kendall, Lake; McHenry, Ogle,
Stephenson, will and
Whnebago, | - -
-Donatlons, come from su-
permarkets and food: drives,
Volunteers help . paid staff
members distributefoed to the
agenciegeveryday. - b
The organization also buys’
food at deep discounts with
cash donations, Seven boxes of
cereal cost $20 at & grocery
store. The food bank can get all

‘seven for about & dollar,

. Local food pantries pur-
chase items from the food bank
in addition to donadons they
recelve, | © .




| W American Cancer Society Relay For Li
~ ‘The biggest thing is attitude’

Sugar Grove

man recalls
... battle against
- leukemia

Cancer Society. This year's
SKEWaS s, ¢+EYentisJune 23 g sy oo

: He Wa'ig:e‘j $3Theevent isantall‘might
from thehospital  walkaround the'tra
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- Committee

vote favors

waste-transfer statlon

By Jan Ramming
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

.- BATAVIA — After one vote of
support this week, the City Council is

expected to make a final decision

Monday on siting of a proposed waste-
transfer station. :

The city’s Pollution Facility Control -

Committee voted this week in favor of
Onyx Waste Services' proposed waste-
transfer station, where garbage would

‘"I be compacted before being shipped to -

' _ other landfills. The Onyx site is 766
. Hunter Drive on Batavia's east side.

The committee’s 61 vote came after .

“an intensive review of nine criteria
established by the Illinois

~ Environmental Protection Agency. The -
criteria relate directly to health and

| safety issues, as well as the facility’s
'| . compatibility with the surrounding

In its deliberations, the committee
considered whether Onyx submitted

enough evidence to sausfy each of the

_ Tequirements.

“This has been a long process, and-
it's far from over,” said Alderman Jim

Volk, 4th Ward.

A total of 27 conditions were
recommended by city staff.and
approved. The conditions placed on

. Onyx include mandatory tarping on all

waste collection/delivery vehicles, an
- odor neutralizing system within the
facility building and litter patrol of the

surrounding area and along Kirk Road. -

Pest-control inspections will take
place every two wéeks, and analytical
testing will be required on any
substance unintentionally leaching

from the facility. A fence, 1 be at least 8.

feet high, will surround the facility, and
the exposed property will be
landscaped and maintained by Onyx.

All vehicles will enter the facility at
the western-most facility entrance at
Hubbard Avenue. _

Loaded transfer tm:lers leavmg the
facility will only be allowed to exit the -
facility westbound on Hubbard to Kirk
Road, then south on Kirk Road to
Interstate 88 at the Farnsworth
interchange in Aurora. Fines of $1,000
per occutrence will be issued by the city’

Jfor any waste vehicles in violation of the - -

predetermined routes to and from the
facility, .

Onyx originally proposed the Batavia
waste-transfer station site after the -
county announced the closing of
Settlers Hill landfill by December, 2006.

A siting ordinance was developed by
the city, and a Citizens Advisory
Committee formed to study the issue .
for six months. The citizens commitiee
issued a report in May 2002 outlining
conditions under which a waste-transfer
station would be acceptable in Batavia. -

Onyx filed an application with the city -
for a waste-transfer station on
December 19, 2003, e

Public hearmgs were held during
Apri] this year. Public comment was
taken for a one month period from April
16 until May 17.

Monday, the full council will review
the committee’s findings and cast the
final vote at the City Council meeung at
7 p.m. at City Hall.

Although no pyblic comment was
allowed at Wednesday night’s meeting,.

‘several frustrated residents were in
attendance,

‘T'm very concerned about 1,000 tons
of garbage coming into Batavia, most of
it coming from outside our community, -
and some of it could be inadvertent
hazardous or toxic waste,” said re&dent
Carol Barrett.

“Most people, by the time they--
-realized what was going on, found out
that it was too late for their input,” said
resident Kris Voreis.

" "We don't want it,” said Nancy Kreis,
' an east side Batavia résident. “Nobody
wants a dump in their back yard.” -
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P - ;Driver gets
. _twoyearsin
= hitrun death

D = of bicyclist
* - Y o-t-OY

s By Dan Rozek BQCICDH
2 WHEATON — A drunken driver -
-, who sped off after fatally striking a -
- - T0-year-old man riding his bicycle
" along a busy, six-lane DuPage
- .+ County highway last November
has been sentenced to 2-1/2 years
in prison. -
~_.  Matthew Wise, 25, of Elgin,
faced up to 12 years behind barsfor
the Nov. 11, 2003, crash that killed
Scbastian Karsch, a well-known
lecal eccentric who for years bat-
_ tled Kane County officials trying to
i+ clean up the mounds of junk he
~.. stored in and around his home near
St. Charles.
- _ Karsch's ex-wife and son said
., .. they were satisfied with the prison .
.. term imposed on Wise, who was
.. taken into custody immediately
* after the hearing, He is expected to
-serve about a year behind bars,
* *We were all raised that when
--". you do something wrong, you get'
*.. pupished,” said Elfricde Karsch, the
* .« victim's former wife, Tests showed
- Wise's bleod alcohol level after the
8:20 p.m. crash was 0,126 percent —
above the 0.08 legal limit. :

- Before imposing the prison term,
DuPage County Judge-Michael
Burke chastised Wise for stopping
only briefly after the crash oo North
Avenue, then driving to a nearby
fast-foed restaurant. There, prose-
cutors said, Wise called a friend and
asked him to drive by the crash site.

Wise ate french fries and drank a
beverage while he waited at the
restaurant, authorities said, then re-
turned o the scene about 20 min-
utes after the crash and surrendered
to authorities, Those actions, Burke
said, “showed a conscious disregard
for the welkbeing of Mr. Karsch.”

. A German-born refugee who came
- . to the United States after World War
. 10, Karsch was a familiar sight in the
western suburbs, frequently riding
his bicycle at night along heavily trav-
€led roads in all types of weather, de-
spite police warnings that his behaw-
ior was us, .
. He often collécted junk from the.
roadside during the trips, carrying
it in a trailer like the one he was
. towing behind his bike when he
was killed. Trying to force Karsch
to clean up the debris on his prop-
erty on Route 31 north of St.
Charles, Kane County authorities .
fought a decade-long legal battle
that ended with Karsch's home
being demolished in 2002 after a
- judge declared it unsound.
© Wise's attorney sought proba-
tion in the hit-run death, noting that -
" Wise, a paint store manager with
no ctiminal record, pleaded guilty
earlier this year to felony aggravat.
ed drunken driving. L.
“Mr. Wis¢ stoad up here and ad-
mitted his respoansibility,” atterney
. Robert Kleeman said. *"There’s no
question Mr. Wise made some horti-
ble choices back in Novemtber 2003.”
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T itiokally have ebntributed to

. TSt new congestion by

' : congestion stemming frém west

_b-U-04 Dally Herais

). m¥uu think traffic on Randall
Road through Flgin is ann,
now, just picture how muc
worse it could be within the _
next few years after some 12,000 -
larined houses are bullt in the
~west area. -
Not a pretty image, huh?
If major improvements aren't

- made to the system of ronds

arpund. Elgin's west-
ern end before all tg::ngouns
arrive, you could find yourself
stuck at stoplights for neady 10
minutes at some Randall inter-
sections, according to a
transportation study commis-
sioned by the city and Kane

. County officials,

“Even when you make the
improvements-.., you're still

. Ebing t0 have problems on Ran-
dall

where you have to wait
mgpre than une e at stop-
llg’!&tx, said Heidi Files, planni;xg
‘and programming manager for
the Kane County Ecpa_rtmem of
Trnsportation.”. .
Flles has been working with

- other county, city 'and state offi-

dals to examine just how much
of an impact 12,600 new houses
expected to be built west of
]l]lnndall Road will have: on traffic

The impact will be siz.uble..' :

/! Traffic mess forecast |
for Randall corridor |

L an -
BY ToM O'KONOWITZ
. Dtly Herold SefT Welter  ©

“It’s a-pretty high priority,”
Dorgan snktit.y'fl'here willtg'e
more and more traffic on Ran.

dall, but I think es we grow we

will add more roads to help
keep things going.” )

Most important, he said, will
be adding more north-south
Toads, i.nc?udl:ng a major corwi- :
dor between Randall and Route
47. He also sald signal -
at the Route 20 fntersections

with Plank and Nesler roads .

should help, and that new roads
will all be bullt with a focus on
linking the entive systen, . -

- The county’s 2030 transparta-
lion plan wish Hst suggests
other options 10 solve traffic
worries. No money has beeq set
nside far them - and they may
never be bullt -— but Files safd
they could hel]p. .

They include extending
Corron Rosd to Route 72,
realigning Route 20 near Pin.
gree Grove, widenlng Randall to
six lanes through Elgin, widen-
ing Route 20 to six Janes from
the county’s eastern edge to
Coombs Road, widening the
Northwest Tollway to eight
lanes from the eastern county |
line to Route 31 and widening it
to 5ix lanes from MclLean Bmﬁ -
vard west, | .

_n =

she sald, because just onc add)- | ’
tlonal household creates about

10 extra trips a day. Given that,
the study found that by 2020,
Randall’s intersections with

Avenue;near Route 20

Anability to keep traffle movit

v P _Gii.ng,. ¢
-..1 And Kane County's 2030’
. .ttanspértdtion 'atudir redicts

Vextremie congestion® for'fost
In Blgin:
. No detinitivé sefution to the

I tal fraffic mess has been

. 1'ldmliﬁcd. but Kane County and

Elgin officials have pledged to
cotitinue working with each

other and surroun towns to
. E;J:suc'prujects that'will help
I» CAT IV B

.. and-at Bowes Road all'will get -,
" failirig grades:because of their

i
{
!

R

Files says the key will be .

*+ adding “collector. roads” that -
- can pick up some of the extra

" “vehicles ed-t0.Cotne with
* -l e iew DoUSEs 460 keep thi-

axiain roxds from beliig.overs

¥

" *Withoit q;ﬂ’&:‘iﬁéﬁgﬁoﬁ :
gystem, you're oing tohave
[ ols-cangestion: prob-

- Tom AnmitiShg; lgin's prici-

plannez,. anothérkiy,

§ N
: »Wﬁ]a]ba requiring dévélopers toy g

Fiit Ir: through-streats that link

10 each other rather than a ¥

bunch of cul-de-iacs, which tra-

trofficproblems” - .

“The hottom line is-we need l
: to stop developing like we have |
becn for.30 years and start

bullding connected streets,”

Armstrong said. "We're the vic-

tims of our own destres”
But Armstrong did say Elgins -

A traffic system is better con- -

nected than those in some’

towns that'face much worse
troffic futures.. The study indi-
cates that Gilberts, Sugar Grove

and Aurora are among the

munkcipalities that will face the
2030,
Elgin City Manager David'
Dorgan says the city will con-
tinue looking for ways 1o ease




“There are so many penple wlm reed food. We don't think about it, but ﬂ’s true.”
Stutsh’ep Juhn Millnor

By Nathantel Zimmer_ ’
BT AFF WHITEH

i QSOUTH ELGIN:.— Firetricks,

ambulances and police cruisers rolled with
N their lights blasing tnto the parldng lot of
N the Kane County Farm Burcau on

- And while the vehicles weren't bearing
thmr ustal eargo, their deivers were doing

.wmeﬂmwhdmm@rh’ymgtohc]pﬂwse .

: in need.
Aaﬂtepamdemmemahalt.uﬁmm

firefighters from around Kane County |-

: helped unload thousands of cans of food
mteuded for the poor.and hungry.
-The event,-part of Nahonal Hunger
Awarcncss Day. was arganized by the St.
Charlesbased Northern Illinois Food Bank,

i which distributes.food: donated by-

§ corporations, individoals and community
: grutips to an estimated 168,000 people each
(miofith it 13 northern Minois counties,=-
-In:Knne County, the food bank g¢&
peip kitchens and socialserviee profid
,nbuutann']}mnpoundsoffoodmh .
wThere are s0 many people who need
:food, said stzte Rep. John Milloer, whose
- district inchades portions of South Elgin and
1 5t Charles."We duntﬂlmkahout it, butit's
true.”

driver’s license to pilot an NIFB 18whecler
-r== ailthotrgrh this time he was headingup a
procession, rather than delivering food
throughout the region, as he used to do
while a member of the Elmhurst police
department.,

Like others present for the event, he
| cmphasized .that the food ‘bank's
beneficiaries include *a wide range of
) people,” mapy of whom are employed but
| find it difficult to make ends meel.

{  Nearly hali those served by the NIFB are
\ cluldren, according to the organlzation,
ich operates out of 2 147,000square-foot

_“In the land of plenty, that should oot be
aﬂowed sald Sheila Davidsen, prestdent of
A the food bank'a board. - -

But while children are amo! thos: in
peed, they.also can help feed the

About two-thirds of the 3,000 or so mns
af food the Elgin Fire Departrent delivered

Poﬁeemdﬁ'edepmm !
Northern Ilmluh Fmdnmnﬂmlhnecomfum Bimnuiust.l:haﬂes‘mm

Thursday came from a food drive held at
A::::“I;Im De- Clinton Elementary School in South Elgin,
P Asslz according to Fire Chief Mike Falese.
tant Clrlef Hal The school was thrilled the depariment
Cattson antoads a was able to transport the food, which filled a
firetruck filled reserve ambulance, while fire officials were
‘f;l;:w,ﬁ m i really bappy to accept the donation, Falese
police a | said,
partments were By the time all 19 police and fire
part of o parade departments had depositéd their
prontoting food ‘hauls Thursday, Carpentersville Fire Chief
donations. John SchuMt was preity pleased as well,

“I know by far this ia more than we had at

< Turn to FOOD, A2

Not for the first hme, the Carol Stream-
Republican made usé of his commercial-.

FOOD

From Page Al

this time last year,” he said, garing
dgwn at palettes stncked high with
Hi _—
can'I[‘i'ue increase is in keeping with
the organization’s growing
distribution Jevels. Last year, the
NIFB passed out in excess of 15

. illion pounds ‘of food, m

twioe the ampunt it
Much of that comes ﬁ

- manutac.turers. such as -

Foods Inc.
Howard ‘Wurster, who
Do
the eastern Unite i
monitors the company’s ¥
stocks and donates to the
when supplies outstnp de

+
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Bird infected

'with West Nile
found in Kane

By KRISTEN SCHMIDT -

.Shaw News Service .

_GENEVA — State officials
confirmed that a West Nile-
positive blue jay was found
in Wayne in Kane County.

A blue jay found in
Marengo also tested positive
for the virus.

They are the first posi-
tive-testing birds in Kane
and” McHenry counties in
2004. _

McHenry County health
officials characterized the
find as a “cause for concern”
and issued a renewed call for
vigilanice in preventing mos-
quito bites.

pected. The risk for human
infection will be higher now
that an infected bird has
been found. Still, the overall
risk for infection is slim, and
it is even less likely that an
infected person will experi-
ence serious symptoms or
illness.

The bird was among
three from McHenry County
that have been sent so far
this' year to the state
Department of Public Health
for inspection. Last year, six
Kane and 10 McHenry birds
tested positive for the virus.

Also last year, two

batches of mosquitoes col--

lected in Kane County tested
positive for the virus. There
were no human cases last
year in Kane County

“There have been other
birds found in other coun-
ties nearby, s0 we are not
surprised to find one here,”
said Joe Gugle, manager for
planning personnel and ad-
ministration for the
McHenry' County Health
Department.

Scientists say the infec-
tion is more likely to spread

West Nile in Hiinois
2004, as of Monday
« Eight birds have tested
positive,
« No people have tested
positive. , ‘
* [f you find a dead crow or
blue jay, call the Kane County

' Health Department at (630)

208-3801. Time is important;
a dead bird cannot be tested
reliably if it has decomposed.
« Tips on protecting against
bites and mosquito breeding
on your property:

Kane County Health

- Department

: - www.kanehealth.com
No human cases are sus- -

lllinois Department of
Public Health :
http://www.idph.state.il.us/
or call, (866) 368-9710

to humans four to six weeks
after the virus is found in
birds or horses, :

Health officials contin-
ued to emphasize common-
sense tips to prevent mos-
quito bites and, more impor-
tantly, to prevent mosqui-
toes from breeding around
your home. = ‘

The breed of mosquitoes
that carries West Nile virus is
likely to breed in stagnant
water, which often can be
found around homes. The
mosquito also does not
travel long distances, so it is

likely to be born and feed in
the same place.,
Fran Stanwood,

McHenry County's director
of nursing, advised home-
owners to turn over wading
pools not in use, frequently
change water out of bird
baths and drill holes in the
bottoms of garbage cans and
outdoor planters to stop the
mosquitoes from breeding.

—_
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I was reading in

b-§-o4
tEe
days ago about how Kane County is putting

impact fee charges on the Tri-Cities,
side. There is so much building going on, -

on the far West Side almost to 47 and almaost
to Sugar Grove, why aren't they putting the
same impact fees on the village of Mont-

and Aurora? Look at all the building that
gomery and the city of Aurora?

Batavia, Genevaand St. Charles, because of
all the building. What about Montgomery
~ those two towns are doing on the far West

Iimpact fees'

ro-
y. 1
we
it’s
e
eir
eir

testing May 1. No human cases cording to a news release.

Nicnav and politics

punt.

i

| b= -0 Chicago

gt |l

L5
A

et
H L

i

b

fﬁ&fm’ .

8-

BY GALA M. PIERCE
Daily Herald Staff Witer

Four businesses in central
Kane County failed alcohol
compliance checks last Thurs-
day.

The sheriff’s office said it
rounded up the first-time
offenders — Country Winners
Circle in Maple Park, Fox View
Grocery & Liguor in St. Charles,

! | and Silverado Grill and Light-
#% | house Liquors in Wasco —

during a liquor sting.

Four employees of those busi-
nesses were charged with
unlawful sale of alcoholic liquor
to aminor. .

Those charged with misde-
meanors were Antoinette M,
Castellano of 305 Maplewood
Ave., DeKalb, employee of
Country Winners Circle; Elme-
rio M. Dotdot of 526 Franklin
Ave., South Elgin, employee of
Fox Valley Grocery; Andrew A.
Jungwirth of 2125 Forest Ridge
Road, St. Charles, employee of
Silverado Grill; and Nicholas ].

Cifed after liquor sale sting

‘Businesses, employees

Seyller of 41W573 Lenz Road,
Elgin, employee of Lighthouse
Liquors. .

Although the employees must
face a judge in a court appear-
ance for their charges, the
businesses are subject to the
liguor control cornmission.

County Board Chairman Mike -
McCoy, who serves as the liquor
commissioner, will have an
informal meeting with the
liquor license holders.

Typically, first offenders
receive warnings, McCoy said.

-804 |WmﬁOQJ .Bmmku_w
- Kane sheriff issues
~ liquor-sale citations

BEACON NEWS STAFF
* GENEVA — The Kane County
sheriff’s office recently accused
tfour Kane County liquor establish-
ments of selling alcohol to minors.
Employees were charged with
one count each of misdemeanor
unlawful sale of alcohol to minors
at: Country Winners Circle,
50W226 Old State Road, Maple
Park; Lighthouse Liquors,
40W089 Route 64, Wasco; Silvera-

~do Grill, 41W379 Route 64, Wasco;

and Fox View Grocery, 6N559
Route 25, St. Charles.

The sheriff’s office said deputies
conducted an “alcohol compliance
check” June 3 at which minors are

sent into the stores to try to buy al-
cohol. The checks were conduct-
ed at eight establishments holding
Kane County liquor licenses, with
four of them being cited. .

The four which passed the com-
pliance check were Lil Jim's Tav-.
ern, 47W739 Route 64, Virgil;
Marathon Gas, 44W322 Route 64,
Lily Lake; Blackjack’s Gentle-
man’s Club, 7N657 Route 25, St,
Charles; and the Sugar-Bomb
Gentleman’s Club, 33W491 Route
38, West Chicago, just east of
Geneva.

All eight of the establishments
%.m in unincorporated Kane Coun-
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Maple Park
police chief

lindicted

By TowNA KUNZ
Daily Herald Staf] Whiter

The state's probe into gam-
bling in Maple Park has netted
four more people, including the
village’s police chief.

And officials won't say
whether they are done casting
about in the town of 765,

AKane CountJ' grand jury
Friday declared there was
encugh evidence to charge 13
people with gambling in the
rural town about 10 miles west
of Elburn. The indictments
included the nine peopie
arrested and charged May 28 as

8| | well as three more bartenders

and Police Chief Chester Morris.
All face felony charges carry-
ing possible prison sentences of

W | more than two years. Officials

estimate the gambling opera-
tion raised more than $700,000
a year in profits. .

807
Dady
Heratd

Morris, 51, was questioned

""and released during the Ilinois

State Police and Illinois Attor-
ney General's office’s raid May -
28 at D.J.'s Tavern at 221 Main St.
in Matﬁle Park.

At the time, Morris said it was
all a misunderstanding and that
although he knew there were
nine video poker machines in
the tavern, he did not know they

aid out cash. He has denied"
Enowing that a spinning wheel
also was used for gambling at
the tavern or that sports bets
were taken there.

But Morris was arrested
Friday and charged with one
count of conspiracy to commit
gambling, one count of conspir-
acy to commit keeping a
gambling place and three
counts of official misconduct,
The indictment alleges that on

See CHIEF on PAGE 7

Chiet: Gambling allegeal—jf_involved.village president

Cananuedﬁ-umhgel

four occasions between July
2003 and March 2004 Morris
was in the tavern when gam-
bling was occurring and did
nothing to stop it.

“I'm shocked,” Marris said
when reached at his Elburn
home. g

Morris, who is out on $5,000
bail, declined to comment fur-
ther until he got a lawyer. But
he did praise the town's sup-
port of himself and village
President Mark Delaney, who

" also was arrested. Many resi-
* dents showed up at the village
board’s meeting last week to
tell the men they would stand

by them.

The indictment alleges Vil-
lage President Mark T. Delaney,
51 of 507 Maple Ave. in Maple
Park gambled seven times and
won six of those tines, as well
as watched others gamble two
other times between July 2003
and March 2004, He also is
charged with four counts of
official misconduct.

Six bartenders were picked
up in the raid May 28 at the bar.
Warrants were issued for
another three Friday following
the indictments. All are
charged with paying out
money off the video poker
machines, dice game or spin-
ning wheel game, :

" -Bartenders indicted on one

count of conspiracy to commit
gambling and one count of
conspiracy to commit keeping
a gambling place are the fol-
lowing: Amy Davies, of 2408
Juniper §t. in Cortland; Susan
Duewel, of 204 Green 8t. in
Maple Park; Kelly N. Ferdinand,
of 19552 Airport Road in Maple
Park; Keith Nickels, of 107 Main
St. in Maple Park; Reed T. Over-
haug, of 215 Center St, in
Maple Park; Mary B. Richard-
son, of 507 Maple Ave. in Maple
Park; Hope Baker, of 1037 N.
13th 5t. in DeKalb; Sheila Bode,
of 314 Moody St. in St. Charles;
and Jennifer Roelfsema, of 714
Willow St. in Maple Park.

Also indicted were tavern
manager Michael ]. Faber, of
613 E. Main St. in Maple Park
and tavern owner David L.
Weeks, of 612 Victoria Lane in
Yorkville. Both are charged with
an additional count each of
syndicated gambling.

The attorney general's office
has been Investigating Maple
Park for 15 months, said Attor-
ney General Lisa Madigan. She
declined to comment on
whether the investigation was
continuing or if more people or
businesses would be looked at,

“Obviously we can't com-
ment about what wé are
investigating and what we are
not,” she said.
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" BATAVIA — The City*Council votedits.
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Process is’criticized:

By 3an Ramming

approval last night, and now Onyx Wiaste
Services must convince ‘the Illindis
Environtental Protectiod Ag

facility to be located in the city of Batavia. .
The IEPA decision is expectef:'l within. 90

days. . . .

Tn a 12:2 vate, Batavia City Council approved
Onyx. Waste Services' application for 2 wasté
transfer facility to be buflt on the east side of the
city. The facility would handie and compact
garbage to be shipped to landfills. St

The facility was proposed by Ouyx after the

| . county announced the closing of Settler’s Hill

Landfill by December 2006. Onyx's facility
would be located at 766 Hunter Drive. o
- The city’s Pollution Contro] Committee, 4
team of seven City Council members, reviewed
Onyx's application for a waste transfer site. 1t
was up to the committee to decide if Onyx met

the requirements of the city’s pollution contrpl.

ordinance. o

The committce and the rest of the council
were not allowed to take public comments
during the process. After the vote, some
council ‘members said that they were
uncomfortable with their judicial role. - '

“The question to us was whether-Onyx met”

their burden of praof and not whether we

. wanted a waste transfer station in Batavia,” said

Nancy Vance, 7th Ward. : .
“There have been alot of bad feelings from a

Tot of people, and, unfortunately, we couldn't
© & Turn to BATAVIA, RG -

ves:OK: .
: W Nl R Mol -

fransfer site

“*Cincil was not permitteds
to'hear comments; final- . ...
decision rest§ with IEPA -

W nle et b -

. ency, that it lias
. met the requirements fdr a waste transfer

SBATAVIA

% From page Al

? even respond,” said Richard Hart, ist

" . ®ward. “] really feel that the Iilinois

3 1 ppislature should not have required a
% judicial process.

& *“We couldn't even respond to our

¥, constituent’s questions,” he said. “It looked
very suspicious to a lot of people, and T

i don't biame them.”

g Mayor jeff Schielke added his

democracy should operate,” he said.
Some residents who attended Monday's
= mecting said they would keep fighting
;{ Onyx and the city. ‘
i “Idon’t believe it's over yet,” said
‘B Carolyn Miller. “We're going to keep e
'%mailing'everyoae on City Council and

eement. .
% “[t just goes against my grain as o howa

expect their feedback”

Miller said that she would also he
contacting the IEPA with her comments.

Resident Yvonne Dinwiddie was a
member of the city’s Citizens Advisory
Committee that was formed to decide
conditions under which the city would
accept a waste transfer station. Dinwiddie
said that she was upset with council's
action.

“1 didn’t know that this was a done deal’
as of 2000, and I'm furious about it,” she
said. “It was set up in such a way that
people wouldn't know about it”

in a memo to the mayor and City
Council, City Administrator Bill McGrath
promised aggressive management and
oversight of the facility.

“We will develop specific oversight
practices and work with Onyx to make
certain they are understood and in place
from the very start,” he said.
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See ARRESTED, page2

ing operation, aspin-the-wheellot-  vill 'AIthoug‘}é e ct:iarged Inchude the
, -the- ot- t oli i .
“I'm as confused as you and many  tery and other forms of illégal gambling. g president and police chick, rest

other people,” Morris said about his ar-
rest. ‘I don't know what to say.”

dents [ast week rallied to their defense.

Indictments retwned by a Kane Village trustees rejected a move to sus-

County grand jury replace the original pend Morris and decided not to ask an

The charges stem from a May 28 charges against Delaney, bar-owner outside police agency to provide law

Attorney Genetals office on Monday gaml

MAPLE PARK - Police Chief said that the. chief knew about gam-

ef char

Jyal

-.i_ch

v

tion by the attor- ager Michael J. Faber of Maple Parkand _dents.

Chester Morrs is the latest to be bling on video poker machines at the ney generals office, the lllinois State six bartenders. Three more bartenders -

cha_rged in connection with an lllegal popular tavern but did no

ice

the illegal activity that ' involved Investigators say the gambling opera- could be sentenced to up to five years

bling raid that followed a one-year David L. Weeks of Yorkville, bat man- enforcement to the villa,

000 each year. Among the partici- tion included video poker machines inprison.
undercover investiga

pating gamblers was Village President  rigged to provide cash payouts, a book-

Mark Defaney, investigators allege.

po

Illinois
thing to stop - Police and the Department of Revenue, also were charged. If convicted, each

1

‘Attorney general’s office said Morris

hro

Investigators with the

gambling operation at D.].'sTavern. .

8-04 C

le Park

b

By DAN CHANZIT

knew about alleged gambling ring
Kane County Chrdnicle

Map

13 arvested in Maple Park

« Chester A, Marris, Maple Park pofice chief
= Mark T. Detaney, Maple Park village president )
« Michael J. Faber, Mapte Park, bar manager .
« David L. Weeks, Yorkville, bar owner .
+ Hope Baker, DeKalb, bartender
+ Sheila Bode, St. Charles, bartender
» Ay Davies, Cortland, bartender
= Susan Duewel, Maple Park, bartender
* = Kelty N. Ferdmand, Maple Park, barlender’
» Keith Nickels, Maple Park, bartender .
« Reed T, Overhaug, Maple Park, bartender
« Mary £. Richardsan, Maple Park, bartender
.« |ennifer Roelisema, Mapte Park, bartender

T

All 13 afe charged with canspiracy to comenit gambling and:
conspiracy to commit keeping a gambling place.

_ Delaney also is charged with {our counts of official

. misconduct. . !

Morris also is charged with three counts of official

misconduct, .

Weeks and Faber also are charged with cne countof | -

* syndicated gambling, Lo
. . - Source: lifinois Attarney Generaf

Arrested - fpm™

. The nine bartenders re.
‘iCo'mmuedfrnm page 1 chorged ‘with tonsplracy to. .

Y isthey will bere- commit grrnoling -and con-,
) v!slting Eat.nuw {hat circime -EPiTacy 0 comumlt keeping 2
. smnoees , bave - gamblingplace. - :
AtorneyGenerliisaMadigan Al 13 are scheduled toap- - .
. gaid Monday durdng a visit peat in Kane County court én
with Chranicle editors, Thursday. Court action wili be
" " Village atfarney Bob Britz - held in Kane County: although
declined to -comment on tie prosecutors will be from
" Delaneys and Morris’ future the attomey generals office,
* with the village. Madigansaid. . .7
. *That would be up to the After two dozen investiga-
| qvillage} board,” Britz said. tors served g seanch warrant at

7 unt), he's convicted . or he  Friday night steak [ty on May
. chooses to resigi or if he 28, offirials did release Morxisy
" mevesout ofMaplePark”  © naine as among those amested:
;" Morris and Delsney are  gnd charged: Howuver, the
convicted, they would be nextdaythe attorney gencral®
-|'. forced " to resign from their  office retracted the statement!
, posts. Village presidents and  gaying the polipe chiel
fi potice chiels cannot serve il had heen questioned [n con
i, they have been ennvicted of@ _niction with the gambling, é‘
: felony. Nothing preventseither gt that thme, Morriatold th
- -fram serving while the lnvest-  chmpicis that he was aware of
- gatlon continuesbecauseBOt  poecible iflegal gamblingatthe -
; aepreswnedinnotent  lavem, but he said he could
- Momis & charged with ;o prove i, . -
i ihreecounts ofofﬁualf miscon- " felaney declined to com?
! duct, one count of conisplracy - .5 ahout the charges and;
! 0 comumit gambling and 60€ 4 e i in thie process of hie”
: :ou.n‘tnofconsphrb mcon]\mit ingen attamey. g
b keeping a-gambling place. e 4
; Monis sumendered to Kane zdnm%sfmlﬁgsg
" County Sheriffs deputies o1l g 3oy was appointed,
l: Friday. He posted $5,000 cash  ©7 pPOMACG.
E police chief in Apri 2003. §
" and ‘was released. Sheriff's e o oo, @ stmul
 drputles did mot tnke a mog  Dwingthepmd.a ‘:i{
" shot of chi . neous wamant was served
shat of the pallce chief, as they .
: did with the others aested in. Weeks'  Yorkoville  homey
' the ratd, S Oﬂ:‘lcli’a]s hnvemnm b:uald how
! i g with uch money they belicvy was-
| fnurbgflnng olfsoéh ‘miscon- involved in the alleged book:
i duct, #s well @ iracy 1o making operaton, -However!
Y investigators sajd they seized;
mmmw‘tfm ﬁnsiﬁﬁ;n; nbnu?g‘;l?;;w 'ﬁu'mWch' Y
< >
gmblfngp]aoe. N hotfie and $15,000 from an-
- OwnerWeeks andmanager  otlier residence, officials with
T¥ober alsp are charged with the ettomey generals office

L

symdicated gambling, The two * said.

Y

= Delaney} ls still e president  the Main Streetiqvermdudinga. - o



Batavia

| 0Ks Onyx

application
-5
- Waste transfer

station could
open in 2 years

- ByDAN CHANZIT -
Kane County Chronicle

BATAVIA — The city on

" Monday -approved plans for a -
waste transfer station; but sev- .

eral aldermen rejected the
. state’s process to do so. - '
-City council members voted
12-2 in favor of the facility,
,. = which will be
built at 766
Hunter Drive-
on the city’s
east side. Al-
vl dermen Jodi
A7 Wolinik and
_Richard Hart
voted no.
Lol ]~ Onyx offi-
cials said the
Hart . city's  waste
transfer station, which will cost
between $5 million and $8 mil-
lion to build, could be in opera-
tion in about a year o1 two.

“We are glad the process is
over,” said James Maher, a re-
gional vice president. _

The city considered the
company's application to build

 a station to haul away garbage
because Settlers Hill landfill in
Geneva is slated to close in
2006 - _

The  34,600-square-foot
transfer station will be a desti-
nation for garbage trucks six
days a week. Onyx officials said
the station is expected to col-
lect about 1,000 tons of garbage
a day; and waste collected will

_ be sent to disposal sites.

TR

See BATAVIA, page 2

(Chronide|

T%atav:a'
+ Contiriued from page 1

- The city will collect about
$500,000 in annual fees.
" . Yvonne Dinwiddie ~was
- among several vocal residents
i{ who .attended Monday’s
meeting. She and . others ac-

_ outproperty values and safety
! }n exchange for the annual
ees. : ‘

members of having already
‘made up their minds about
the waste transfér station be-
fore casting their final vote.

~ “I'm sick and tired of the
city selling a bilt of goads- (to

cused city officials of selling '

- theresidents),” she sald

Hart and several other al- .
dermen blasted the state's '
process for reviewing applica-
tions for pollution contro} fa-
cilities, which required coun- .
cil members to serve in a judi-
cial ‘manmer rather than .an

‘administrativeone, - .

. That prevented aldermen -
from discussing- the matter-
with their constituents, About
a.dozen residents attended

. Monday’s city council meet- -
She also accused council - &

“We could: not ‘e'w}:e:r_l re-
spond to questions,”  Hart

. said. “This really put us-at.a
- disadvantage. Tt looks very

suspicious (to. residents). I
don't blame them for seeing it
thatway."” wo
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Kane opposes Edward|.
Hospital Plainfield plan

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — The Kane County
Board Tuesday approved.a reso-
lution opposing building of a new
hospital in Will County.

The board on a 20-4 vote went
on record opposing a plan by Ed-
ward Hospital in Naperville to
build a 146-bed hospital and
three-story medical office facility
on 80 acres in Plainfield.

Board members said the new

hospital would hurt Aurora’s two
hospitals, Rush-Copley Medical
Center and Provena Mercy Cen-
ter. -
“They have asked us to sup-
port this,” said County Board
Chairman Mike McCoy, R-Auro-
ra.
Edward proposed the new hos-
pital near 127th Street and Van
Dyke Road in Plainfield, saying
the area needs new beds in addi-
tion to those Rush-Copley and
Provena Mercy provide. The
state’s Health Facilities Planning
Board, however, turned down
Edward’s application in April.

The board gave Edward a
chance to come back June 16,
and the Aurora hospitals have
been rallying opposition to Ed-
ward’s proposal.

Board member Gerry Jones, D-
Aurora, said when Rush-Copley
located its new hospital on the
southwestern edge of Aurora, it
looked also to serve portions of
Kendall and Will counties. At one
time, Rush-Copley had a plan for
a hospital more in the DuPage

-

I
5

o)

County section of Aurora, théh‘
Edward opposed. Joties s4i
Rush-Copley voltntarily relocat;
ed “because of Edward’s objec:
tion.” ) i
“To have Edward build theis
hospital in the same service ared
as Aurora’s hospitals is a poti_:_rf'
tial crisis,” Jones said. .
Board officials said this is«
matter of demographics. Hospil
tals survive on a mixture of paj
tients who are fully insured, unip-
sured and any mixture in be-
tween, Without the Will and
Kendall demographics, the Auyo-
ra hospitals might not gét
enough fully insured patients,
Jones said. , .
The resolution says the new fa-
cility “will put low-income county
residents at risk of losing access
to health care” because the two

-Aurora hospitals “will suffer a se-

rious financial impact.” )
“The issue is an important mix
of clients the hospital needs to
survive,” Jones said. K
Board member Don Wolfe, R-
Elgin, voted against the resolu-
tion because he said board mes-
bers are “fairly ill-informed”
about the issue. ;
“We don’t know the other
side,” he said. “We’re stickifig
our nose into something where
we don’t know very much.” .
McCoy said the Health Facili-
ties Planning Board is “an ap-
pointed political board.” L
“So it is a political process,” he
said. “I think it’s appropriate for
us to weigh in.” T

~
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P Batavia
1 OKs trash =
transfer 5.0+
station Tz

By Amy Fischer Roth
Special to the Tribune "

The Batavia City Council P
approved a plan Monday for !
Onyx Waste Services Inc. to - '
build a waste-transfer station
on' the city’s east side, but the
jssue still rajsed a stink
among several aldermen and
residents. ‘

Ald. Richard Hart (1st), who
f | opposed the station, where ‘
't waste would be stored tempo- i
rarily before taken to land- - '
fills, said, “With any garbage, i
especially in the summertime, .
when vyou open the lid, the i
odor is overwhelming.”
“When [trucks] dump gar-
bage initially on the tipping]
fioor, it's going to have an
odor,” Hart said. “They may
not smell jt in the community, X
but rodents will, and they will i
atiract rodents whether they
like it or not. There’s no way
they can prevent the adors
from attracting vermin and
rodents.” ‘ '

That's true, said Ald. James
'} Volk (4th), who-is head of the
Pollution Control Committee.
“There are always animals
around that have to be con-
trolled and ¢an be Icontro]led
_effectively,” Volk said.
1is Volk said the issue must go

- | before the Hlin is Environ-
ei | mental Pretection Agency and
id- | “go through the whole permit-
re | ting process again.” State
a- | hearings could take as many

1- | as 180 days.

) If the state approves Onyx’s
i- | plan to put the station at 766
ig | Hunter Drive, the company
1, | would have to go before the
1- | city with its building renova-
»- | tion plans, Volk said.
Several residents who live
g | near the site were dismayed
d | about the Onyx proposal.

Pat Rosauer and his wife,
‘Jan, who live in the Weodland
“Hills subdivision near the sta-

tjon’s proposed site, said they .
did not know anything about
the waste-transfer station un-
‘til about a month ago.

PRV — .
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Tax bill |
- snafu has

Huber in

=lsp0ﬂight

- m Opinions divided:
" Fellow assessors

defend her, but Kane
chairman is critical

" By Steve Lord

BTAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County
Supervisor of Assessments Sallie
Huber got a vote of confidence
“Tuesday from assessors throughout
the county - but not from the Kane

: County Board chairman.

~ Aurora Township Assessor Davis
Offutt told the Kane County Board
that Huber's performance has been

questioned “unjustly” in the past *
. month in regard to a tax bill soafu in

which some taxpayers were
accidentally denied the federal
homestead exemption.

‘" Last week, members of the

board’s Executive Committee told

Huber to send out 27,000 cards to

all property taxpayets who did not -

take the homestead exemption. The

exemption is available on all single- !

family, owner-oceupied homes, Itis
43,500 taken off the assessed value
of the home, which is applied to the
tax rate for laxing purposes.

year, Huber purged the assessar’s
system of duplicates, old properties
which have changed hands and
sityations where people own several
properties and were taking the
homestead exemption on all of
them. Huber said last week she
suspects a large percentage of the
27,000 that have not taken the
exemption are rental propert

es.
-+ Offutt, who is head ef the Kane
. County Assessor’s Association, said

" Tuesday he expects that as many

21,000 of these propertics were
correctly purged from the system.

He estimated that would mean

. about $5.1 million more in property

tax collections for the county.

*That is a substantial savings to
the taxing districts of Kane County
taxpayers,” Offutt said. “All this is

 due to the indative of Sallie Huber.”
- Criticizing performance

" But County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy, R-Aurora, did not
chare that view, Although there has
heen no specific criticism leveled at

* Huber in the past fcw weeks,

McCoy Tuesday said he “would
niever reappoint” her as supervisor
of assessments. Moreover, he said
assessors have c}_xanged their tune

& Turn 16 HUBER, A2

" . During 2003, for taxes due this

st i "
HUBER
From Poge AL

from as recently s two yeis g0,
when.they seat leiters wrging him
to appoint someont new a8
supervisor. He added that Offutt
gigned ane of thase letters.

*That's not true,” Ofutt said
during the meeting.

Semantleally, they could both
be right. After the meeting,
McCoy produced twe lelters
from the HKane Coonty
‘Assessor's Association, onc in
1898 and another in 2002, that
seem te question Huber's
perdormance. But neither of the
Ictters actually calis for her
-rnsiﬁnaﬁon autright.

The 1898 letter is the most
vitriolic. The letter was written
after an appenrance Huber made
at a Atate educationnl warkshop
held by the Illinois Propecty
Assessment Institute in Peoria.
Kane assessors said Huber told
pesple At the workshop "that she
wauld like to get rld of the

township assessors hecaunse, .

according 1o her, the asscasors
4o nothing snd the Supervisor of
Assegsments has to do all the
assessora’ work,” according to
the lefter.

*Sallie Huber's lack of

professional judgment has .

embarrassed both Kane County
and the townships, and we feel
that this type of behavior should

not be talerated,” the jetter says.

o appointment

Huber was gnavailable for
comment Tuesday nlternoon.

Huber"s term es supervisor of
assessments ran out in 2002,
McCoy did not reappeint her, but
he did not appoint anyone new
either, which means she
continues to serve. MeCoy said
e did not appeint someone else
Because of-changes heing made
in tax cycle eoordination
between the supervisor of
assessments, the county clerk
and the treasurer. He said
officials wanted continuity in
these changes.

5till, McCoy said he would not

reappoint Huber because he said

the office is incfficient, and haa

_trouble dealing with the public. |4
He also said she has problems -

dealing with her employees. :

He said he would nat make any - o
new appointment with only about
five months left in his own term
of office. R

“I'm nat going to put ferward
any nppointments,” he said, "L
will leave that to the next
chairman.”

Huber hns been supervisor of
assessments since 1900, when
she was gppointed to take over
far the retiring A. Corilla
Roweliff. Thet means Huber has
been appeinted three times, in
1950, 1894 and 1998, Huber had
been Rowcliffs assistant since
1977.
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'Maple Park
trustee calls
officials

&-f
Charges against
Morris, Delaney

divide village

By DAN CHANZIT
Kane County Chroniclp

MAPLE PARK — Atleast one village

lage president ang police chief amid al-
legations of illegal Fambling at a pepu-
* lar downtown tavern, .

Trustee Dan Humme said the gam-
bling raid that nabbed Village President
Mark Delaney and Police Chief Chester
Morris is an embarrassment to the vil-
lage. Both should resign immediately,
regardless of their innocence or guijt, ta

. help repair the village's damaged repu-
tation, Humme said, .

“Tve talked 1o people.in this town

and outside this town,” Humume said,
- "They wonder what kind of peaple we
have here in town. I'm embarrassed.”

‘Delaney, Morris and 11 others face
gambling conspiracy charges’in con-
nection with the May 28 raid on DJ).s

" Tavem. i convicted of the felonijes, each
could be sentenced touptofiveyearsin
prison. Delaney and Mords also have
been charged with official misconduct,

Village presidents and police chiefs

. tannatserveifthey have been convicted
ofa felony, but nothing requires the lead-
€15 10 surrender their positions while the
investigation continues because they are
inhocent until proven guilty.,

Delaney, who was elected in-2001,
declined to comrment until he hires an
dttorney.

Morris  declined comment on
whether he plans to resign,

Not all trustees agree that the men
should step down, and residents
packed the village ball last weck to show

their support for Deluney and Morris.
See RESIGN, page 2 '

trustee seeks resignations from the vil. -

ron/cla

. Resign _.
Continued from page 1 -

.~ Trustee Nick Mofss sai

for the village.. .
“(Delaney} is a fine mayor,

* Some vision," Moisa said, “And

. T've always supported {Morris),
.100percent” "~ -

"Moisa said Delaney has

guided the village toward pros-

petity despite a sharply divided

board. Votes almost always are

* 3-3, and Delaney casts the tie-
-breaker. :

Trustee Terry Borg said he

would not support calling for

anyone's resignation without

reviewing the facts, :
"Until we know all the de-

- 1ails, there is no action tg take,”
he said. "We dg not act on

weread in the newspaper.”
served as village president from,

should reain as village presi-
dent. ‘

T

* should resign immediately, -
candl never did,” Mecadams said

both should continue working
" ‘breaking vote.
Foronce, we have arnayor with,

. at the bar when he was village

hearsay._We da not act on what'
- Trustee Ray McAdams, who ' sai :

1893 to 2001, said ‘Delaney iy

However, he said Morris
- T dont support the man,

Morris wag appointed last
year to take over the depart- ment
ment. Delaney cast the ge. - Bor
i . favor of

According to minutes of the ‘
Maich 15, 2003, village board
meeting, several tustees ques-
Honed whether Morris wag the
right person for the job,

“Many of the answers to the
questions in the interview were

y$ answered by ‘I am glad
you brought that up.’ It was a.
most like they were rehearsed
answers," * Humme said. “we
don't need & politician as a po-
lice chief” ) '
McAdams said he knew
about alleged illegal gambling

president, but he said he coulq Delan
Rever prove what was going on,
Stll, Morris should have

been able to stop it, McAdans
id,

“Maple Park has been
own as a
McAdarns said. ] trieqd t0 stop it

when I was mayor, butI could-

ntgetitdon
" Village

Heyob and Susan Olsen didnot
“immediately return telephone

calls Tuesday seeking com-

keepinga g

—_—
e ' '

Trustees  Laug )

anid Olsen voted in
Morris' appointment;
Heyobvoted against. - .

The bar’s Owner, manager
and nine bartenders also face
conspiracy charges in conpec.

. t:ionwithﬂleMayZBraid.

The owner and manager
also face syndicated gambling
charges. Investigators allege
that the two ran abookniaking .
operation,

Morris is charged with thrae
counts of official miscanduct,
one' count of conspiracy to
commit gambling "and ope
count of conspiracy to commie

ambling place.

€y is chaiged with

. four counts of official miscop.
duct, as well a5 conspiracy to

- Carnmit gambling and conspir-
acy ta commit keeping a gam-
bling place, -

gambling town,” All 13 arrested are sched- -

uled to appear in Kane County
court o Thursday. -
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Feliow cops \\
remember \ |
Schmdlbeclg

Qlaron @.
Undershenff
died of cancer \
on Tuesday

35 TOM SCHLUETER
Knne County Chronicle .

GENEVA —Law enforce-
ment officials ‘from around
Kane County on Tuesday ¥e-
called Undersheriff ngivn}l:g

N someo
Schmdlbeck as omeome

humortobea

good cop-

"He was a
huge heliever ‘

in laughter,

Sheriff Ken

Ramsey said. |

“He used \

humor as a
kst

&
o deal
Schmdlbeck the

aspects of our job.”

mugstégndsﬁ)eck. of Aurora, died

Tuesday at Provena Mercy
Hospltal in Aurora.

He was 60,

He was “diagnosed  §iX
" months ago with esophageal

Ccer. .
canRamsey spoke hours after
hearing of the death ol his sec-
ond-in-command 'and close
‘friend. -
5 After undergomg sUrgery

Continued from page 1

Befote that, Schindlbeck
served with the Aurora Pollce
Department for 28 years, He
Ieft Aurom b o licwtenant.

“T will misa him, He was
one of 8 knd,” Aurora Puolice
ChiePWilliam Lawlet said "He
used humot to etfectively com-
municate with people It wos
impossible not to ke him.”

Lawler said Sehindibeck
was an lnnovator in police tac-

‘tos. He started community
crime prevention programs in

‘Awrpra hefore they becamne
popular across the county.
Lewler, who served under
Schindibeck, said his former
bioss had officers pour thoough
burglary reponts (o lpok for slm-
lar patterns, dmes and meth-
ods in an cffott tosnhve then,
“We made a lot of fmpor-

tant arrests by studying those
reports,” Lawler san

After  Ramsey . lured
Schindlbeck .away from

Ramsey's point man.
when dealing with the county -
bonrd on finandia) and admin-

Istrative issues.

1-
21. Schindibeck deve
li\)&;gd pneumonia and adult

respiratory distress, Ramsey .

it 1 talked 10 him moments
befom he ched. 1 dont know if |-
e heard me. I said Gondh-ye !
’m 5 ]
dea;aﬁ%be%im Igd served
under Ramsey since Ramseys
election in 1994 |

. See SCH[N'DLBECK.‘pagc 2 |

S ot
—

Aurora, the undessheriff often known.”
became

"He was well- tl:sper:tad
around the county” said
county board Chalrman Mike
McCor, whe served on the
Public Safety and Corrections

and Rehnhilintdon commit-
tees. “T worked withDationa .
lnt of I.s!ucs. He will be sorely

Rmnsuy recalled when he
" metSchindbeck at a restaurant

to ask him w be his undersher. -

E Ramsey said Schindlbeck tn -
typical fashion "hod to talk to 45 .
people” beforesiting down,

SdﬂndIbenk did not know

-the purpose of the meetin;

Ramsey sald. After he was ml&
“For once Danny Schindibeck

_was speechless.”

* Schindlbeck also was pop-
ular with ¢eniral Kane County
police oflicials.

“I'm truly saddened,” Ba-
tavia Police Chief Dennis,
Anderson said, “We saw cach
other quite frequently. He was
one of the most respegced law
eniforcement offieers I've ever

St Charles Police James
Lamkin =aid he dealt with
Schindlbeck a gréat dead, espe-
clally when lamlcln WS

j e E—re——
Kane County Undergheriff Dan Schindlbeck; ngh‘! greets George W. Bush during a

%:_arn%algh stop in 2000. Sheriff Ken Ramsey is at left. Schmdlbe:k dicd of cancer on
uesday.

Schindibeck: Visitation is Frlday

deputy chlefln Elgin, .

"When I nerded something
from the sheriffs office, | knew
1 weuld get a call back That
speaks tg the kdnd of persan |
Danwns,” Lamkin said.

- “It was great to be around
him professionally and so-
cially” Geneva Police Lt
'Joseph Frega said. "IUs & very
"sad dny for the county. Hes

ing to be greatly missed in

Ratnsey sald Schlndlbe:k
made it 8 polnt to know the
warkings of the sheriffs office,
which also includes running
thejol -~ -

“He made it a point to be
well-versed  in  everything,
Withowt a deubt, Danny s
paing to be missed by every-
body,” Ramsey sald. “He was
bne of the staunchest allies
and biggest cheerleaders. He
was always Just -a very good
Friend. The thin blue line just
_gota liftle wenket when D:m.ny
" Schindibeck died.”

Yisitation will be from 1 10
B p.m. Friday at Dietede Mem-,
orial Home in Monigomery.
Funerad armngemums are
pending.
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'Kane County trapping

Eric Carlson of the Kane County Health Department pours m
these traps throughout the'county and collecting mosquitoes in an a

ne continues West Nile work

Kau

Bird found in Wayne
tests positive forvirus

—_—

" By PAULRCCK
Kane County Chronicle ™ -

The threat of the West Nile virus might cause
some people to shrug with indifference. *

But not John Skow. . o )

The Sitgar Grove man uses mosquito repelient

every time he takes a bicycle ride, justin case he

encounters the culex mosquito known to transimit
the poteritially deadly virus to humans. .
Mo hurnan cases have been reported this year,
Skow realizes that even thotigh he is niot as sus-
ceptible to the virus as the eldedy orinfants, precau-

tion is the best course af action. And for good reason.
Skow's father, Oakley Skow, was the only Kane
County casualty of West Nile during the potent
culbreak in 2002 that killed 66 people and led to
884 human cases statewide. C
“] am a lot more aware of it than I was,” Skow
said, “1 do alot of bike riding on the bike paths, and
last summer I did use bug spray every single time.
Because it hits home. To ine it's 2 big deal.” )
State, county and local officials consider the
West Nile epidemic  big deal, too. That is despite
-the fact that last sumumer’s relatively cool and dry
" weathet, along with further preventative measures
inthe form of mosquito abatement and monitor-
_ing, limited the spread of the virus. ‘
In 2003, there were 54 cases statewide and one
fatality. .
~ Tllinois health officials said Monday that a blue
jay found last Wednesday in Wayne tested positive for

Ben Jerhins — Chonicle photo staff

osquito bait into a Gravid trap'in St. Charles. The health department is placing
ttempt to identify where West Nile has entered Kane County.

West Nile virus. Eight birds have tested positive for
the virus in Tlinois since surveillance began May 1.
Preparations under way :
Kane County Health Department workers have
been setting traps at potential mosquito breeding
grounds so they can test mosquitoes for West Nile.
~ They also have spent the spring treating the
areas where mosquitoes breed best: catch basins,
detention ponds, culverts and detention ponds:
“I’s 4 major environmental health program,”
sald Fred Carlson, director of the Kane County,
Health Department. "It's had to take an important
spot in qur summer programs.” -
" The culex mosquito that spreads West Nile dil-
fers from the more commeon, and more aggressive,
nusiance mosquito. '

See MOSQUITOQ, page 2

~ - - - -
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‘Mosquito: Theorie
' Copﬁnued _from page 1 |

© 'While the nuisance mosquito breeds

. in roadside ditches, swampland and de-

tention porids, the culex breeds in areas
with sdll water, such as storm sewers, dis-
- carded tives and gutters, . C
Because of the culex’s preference for
standing water, residents are urged to.

. eliminate those areas around the house.
.* Catlson said that despite the low im-
pact West Nile had on Kane County last

year, the virus will continue to. cause

|- problems for the foreseeable future. -

" *] think it’s here to stay,” Carlson said.
~“Hopefully, the severity of it will wane
. with time. It's very weather dependent.”

- 'But if more severe outbreaks like the -

- one in 2002 are repeated, he predicts that
. people will begin to take more precau-

‘| ..tons.

I . “The public will become much more
- educated on it and will be able to protect
families, and will eliminate breeding.

~ gtounds arund the house,” Carlson said.

.~ The West Nile threat keeps busy area.

.mosquito abatemnent companies such as’

--Clarke Mosquito Control. Cael

{ . The company serves 12 Kane County -

-‘communities and already has. begun
dropping larvacide tablets in trouble
spots and setting traps to keep awatch on-

| mosquito pools, spokeswoman ' Laura
McGowan said. =~ . . .- v
‘  She said the warm, wet weather that
Kane County has experienced this spring

- does hot bode well for those who hope for-
~ arepeat of last year’s rild West Nile out-

- break, rior does the crow that tested posi-
‘tive for the virus in DuPage County eatlier

this month or the blue jay that was found

last Wednesday in Kane County. | :
. “Thi$ is very nice mosquito wéather,”:

*| . McGowan said. “The crows dying demon-

“strates the virus is active in the area.
There's encugh mosquitoes in'the area to
cause concern.”: :

. Hard to predict . |
.. Some theories suggest that the most

" serious local threat of West Nile ended in
2002. ' : o

> According to one theory; the serious

s try to predict what we can expect

outbreak that struck Colorado in 2003 im-

plies that the mosquitoes carrying the -

virus are heading west and might strike

~-Another theory suggests thatthe 2002
outbreak killed so many crows and blue
‘was limnited. - o oo

* Under still another theory, West Nile

encephalitis, which hit Illinois hard in the

mid-1970s with dbout 200 cases but came
. back in subsequent years in smaller and
smaller doses, Schafer said. -~

* Ttistoo early to tell ifWest Nile will fol-

low suit, and health officials:do. not fully

understand the virus, -. o

“The fact (West Nile) fell off last year
seems to suggest that” Schafer said.
“Usually we like to see five years of data

"-before we can make any guesses. This is

_s0-mew to us there really isn't a pattern

‘yet. West Nile prior to 1999 wasn't identi-

fiedinthe U.S. atall.”" :

_With 5o -many theories. bouncing -
‘around, predicting West Nile's potency

this yearis nearly impossible. . :

 “any kind ‘of mosguito ejﬁdémic_

could be cyclical,” McGowan said.
* *“It's hard to predict where these out-
breaks will occur. That's why you should
always do-a proactive mosquito program,
because you never know what will crop
u n B . ' .o

will give locdl, state and national health
officials the understanding they need to.
fightWestNile, - . . :

"~ “There's a host of circumstances.that
come into play,” Schafer said. '

- "We do not ﬁdly'understandrthe biol-

‘ogy of this virus. Weather seems to have
an effect on how mosquitoes breed... but
there have been outbreaks elsewhere in
the country where weather wasn't the
same but they still had big outbreaks.
~"We'll look much smarter after this
“year, and we can point to another year of
experience. I dom't think anyone will be
saying we fully understand it this year.”

the West Coast this year rather than at--
tacking the Midwest again, said Tom.
Schafer, spokesman . for the Illinois
" Department of Public Health.

jays that the spread of West Nile in 2003 -

might have the staying power of 5t. Louis.

'Schafeér said only ime a.hd.exﬁeﬁence' |

. Rveiding West Nile virus -
« Dispose of discarded tires, cans, - -
plastic containers, ceramic pots or

_other unused water-holding containérs. ~

» At least once-a week, empty standing

- water from containers such as tire

swings or birdbaths. .
= Fill in tree-rot holes and hollow

“stumps that can hold water.

« Drill holes-in the bottom of recycling '_

‘containers that are left outdoors. -

* Clean clogged roof gutters. -

"e Turn over plastic wading pools when

not in use. Change water in bird baths
and wading pools weekly.

- o Aerate ornamental pools or stock -

them with fish. o

« Clean and chiorinate swimming pools

that are not being used. 5

» Keep drains, ditches and culverts free
of grass clippings, weeds and trash so

that water-will drain properly.

- Fill in low areas on your property to
“eliminate standing water. . . :

o Report possible mosquito breeding '

. sites to local mosquito control agencies:

» Minimize time spent outdoors.

“between dusk and dawn when-
- mosquitoes are most active.

» Be sure-that door and window screens,
are tightitting.and in good condition.
* Wear shoes, socks, long pants and a
long-sleeved shirt when outdaors for long
periods or when mosquitoes are most .
active. Clothing should be light colored -
and made of tightly woven materialto
keep mosquitoes away from the skin. -

* Mosquito repellents that contain 25
percent to 35 percent DEET work best
for adults. Use lower concentrations of

‘BEET for children. Do not use products

containing DEET on infants.

. © Bug zappers and sound devices do -
. _little to reduce biting mosquitoes. '

« Qutdoor insecticidal fogs or mists are
effective only for short times.

- Source: lliriois

, Department of Public Health
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| an estimated $300,000
$400,000 upgrade of the coun- :

¥
1

By William Presecky  ©
Trbune staffreporter. "]

i

.J: B
3 3 J

Kalxie Coﬁn’ty roi. ’1
billstoild beextre ‘Pﬁié%?ayte—a'm
month of longér—and the po-

"A roughly two-week delay

board does not act withi

in th
next few weeks to set inmoﬁug
to

ty's tax system t

Rif:kert said. echnology
_‘Wel've got aserious problem
with eur tax system, and we
need to ﬁx the problem, or next
year it will be worse,” Rickert
told the County Board’s. Fi-
rrlearx:tce ta(:;{‘zon'xmtittee. “The cur-

system i akin

down."” ystem 15 pre 8
As an example, Rickert said

roughly 155,000 he mailed las

ti't‘lomh’ were refurned becaus;
ey contained an i

adgrg:ess. : : inaccurate
ithout an initiati

golidate property-tavfc to ngt;

among the county's supervisor

‘ tqqt_ial financial consequerices |- '
| direnext yearunless tho oLty
g ard acts qmck]ytduﬁdate
‘_ e systeifi s corputertéchnol |
‘| ogy Cotnty Treasurer Davidy

jesuing bills this year will pal b
_ e
by comparison in 2005 ifpthe .

about 4,000 tax bills, of the .

PLEASE SEE SYSTEM, PAGE 7

SYSTEM:
Treasurer
pushes for

tech upgrade

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of assessments, ¢lerk and trea-
surer——eachoﬂicehasaseparate
role in calculating and process-
ing tax pills—next year's bills
could be mai ad in July or Al
gust, Rickert predicted- :
jcally, P

aremailed around May 1 and are on-again, off-a

June1and Sept. 1 '
bills were mailed

{his year
Any delay inthe collection and
redistribution of property fax
revenue denies units of local OV~
h as fschool an

ernment, suc
park districts, at a minimui, ac-

ess to cash and, at Worse, forces

rtake costly, ghort- ¥

many to uNae
term borrowing to tide them

over while they waitfor the mon-

rious jeopardy," Rickert said.
litd i

uld come hefore the
Board's Executive Committee as

S00N 85 Thursday-
Despitemore than two

jals over

cﬁmﬁutef-rel
gomewhat of an mp¥
what needs t0 be done,” Rickert

said.

d to fix

yearsof consistency
by tax
how to solve the

ted woes, "we're at’
impasse Over b

““We're at fhe point where the
poaxrd has 0 force this tax group

this problem,” he said.

aphey would have to implement

jtnow tohave it in piace for ne

ear.

Rodger Fahnestock, director
of the county’s Information’
Technologies Departrnent, said,
«The biggest jssue is there jsno
continuum of the database. -

«you have disjointed Process-
gs, which means you don't know
what the other part is doing.

That's where your problem is,
of work product

from office 10 office. You need 1«
have the same Qat "
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cell or Internet providers, said Paul Rogowski, frans- i

portation director.
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“would require rernoving
‘which  which is the new maintenance b

Beqcon NADS

‘ Kaneé?%g%uildrad

GENEVA — Kane County Transportation officials

plan to build a new cell tower at the départment head-

quarters on Burlington Road.

Currently, the radio antennas are on the water
tower at the complex. But officials plan significant re-

Transportation officials will use the tower for a pair
of two-way radjo antennas for voice communications.

Officials also will put a new microwave dish there fora

cotintywide computer network.

pair of the water tower in the coming year,

By Steve Lord
. STAFF WRITER

by Dol
%&smﬁ%m.m% Orchard

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

This month’s string of heavy
rain caused significant flood-
ing along Orchard Road in

. Aurcra and put the road’s
reconstruction project three
weeks behind schedule, county
transportation officials said
Friday. .

In one of the storms, 3.5
inches of rain dropped on the
.area in about five hours June
12 causing the lanes and a

- detention.pond still being
excavated to flood. :

Despite the setback, the con-
tractors have told county
officials they intend to bring in
extra work crews to get things
back on schedule. .

“I don't think there is any-
thing to get nervous about,”
said Paul Rogowskd, director of
the county's transportation
division, .

Work on Orchard Road
between Prairie Street and
Indian Trail represents the
county'’s largest construction

w
mw.\mwﬂmwaw

project this year. At a cost of
$13.5 million, one lane in each
direction is being added to the
2.2-mile stretch of road,

The job includes a complete
resurfacing, additional turn
lanes, intersection improve-
ments and three new traffic
lights. ]

Work started this spring and
is scheduled to finish by the
end of next summer. Rogowskd
said if no additional delays
occur, the overall schedule
should hold, including the goal
of having the lanes built before
this winter.

Part of the construction pro-
ject includes  building
additional storm water reten-
tion ponds to collect rainwater
running off the new road. Even
though the retention pond,
located south of Galena Boule-
vard, was not fully constructed

when the storms hit, the area
did hold millions of gallons of
water that county transporta-
tion efficials say prevented
flooding in nearby residential
areas.
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Panel recommends keeping

Kane jail med

ical service

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

~GENEVA — Despite concerns Kane
County has been overcharged, a Kane
- County Board committee Thursday recom-
mended staying with the company that has
been providing medical services to the
Kane County jail.
*The Correction and Rehabilitation Com-
mittee recommended staying with the
company Wexford through November, but
committee members also endorsed look-
ing at the situation again to see if they

* would stay with Wexford through Novem-
bér 2005. :

The recommendation came after repre- .

séntatives from the Kane County sheriffs
office negotiated with Wexford to lower its
costs.
+“I felt, after sitting in on several of the
meetings, that the level of cooperation was
there with Wexford,” said Corrections
Chairman Karen McConnaughay, R-St.
* Charles. She added that, although county
officials have had questions about their
prices, Wexford has been “a good
provider” of medical services. .
~The motion to retain Wexford, at least for
the next 5-1/2 months, came from board
member Jan Carlson, R-Elburn, even though

" he has been outspoken about the costs.

“It's obvious we've been grossly over-

charged,” he said.

The board has been looking into the
possibility of a new medical service

provider to cut down on the about $1.3 mil-

lion contract it has with Wexford. Com-
mander of Administration James McCurry
said the county already has run about

$120,000 over that contract price this fiscal

year,

Committee members were more in--
clined to consider keeping Wexdord after

McCurry said he was able to negotiate
lower increases that are contained in'the
contract. .-

He said he was able to get a planned in-
crease of 7.5 percent for the rest of this
year down to 6 percent, and a proposed 6
percent increase for the 2005 fiscal year
knocked down to 4.5 percent.

He also got Wexdord to agree to.other.
items county officials asked about, includ-

ing more accountability with the hours it
spends at the jail. '

McCurry added that, when officials get

an audit of costs from Wexford at the end
of the fiscal year, he will go over the items
with the state’s attorney's office to see if
there are areas the county.can recover
some costs from Wexford.
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I Chroiche:

- Thanks to all who

helped Schindlbeck

- To the Editor: S :
- . Forall you did in our time of .
grief, I would like to'express our ]
deepest gratification and appreci-
ation on behalf of the family of
Daniel Schindlbeck and the men -
and women of the Kane County
Sheriff's Office. -
- We want to extend a special "

thank you to the highly skilled pro-.

fessionals at Provena Mercy '
Hospital in Aurora. From the direc-
tors, nurses and technicians, to
everyone we had contact withi, we -
were dealt with with sincerity and .
professionalism of the highest de-

- gree and for this, we will always be

- grateful. - o _

A special thanks to thelawen-.

forcement community for their
outpouring of support, aswell as -
to the media for theii'caring cover- -

age. Especially to the Kane County
Chronicle and the Daily Herald for

- showing theirrespect and courtesy

" of requesting permission to cover

. thefuneral even though they did-
n'thave to

The magnificent response -
from area fire departments espe-
cially Batavia, North Aurora qnd
the Aurora Fire Department is
greatly appreciated. .

Wewant to extend an extra
special expression of appreciation
for the exceptionally high level of
professionalism shown by the
members of the Kane County

. Sheriff's Office,

. Our deepest gratitude to all the
wonderful people at Dieterle’s
Funeral Home for the love and
care expressed. . . _

An extra statement of gratitude
to retired Kane County Sgt. John

Stoffa for his Hefculean efforts in
planning and executing such a sin-
gular funeral. - _ .

Kenneth R. Ramsey
‘Kane County Sheriff ‘

b0 Traifl, 7700

Randall S-curve project
scheduled to begin July 6

BY PATRICK WALDRON -
Daily Herald Staff Witer

The latest set of lane closures
along Randall Road could start
in less than two weeks with the
Construction of a new center
median along the road’s so-

| -called S-curve in St. Charles

Township,
. Work is scheduled to begin
July 6 and county transporta-
tion officials said drivers should
expect to see periodic day-long
lane closures throughout the
project, expected to last four to
six weeks, ;
“It’s going to Impact traffic,
there is no doubt,” said Paul
Rogowski, director of the
county’s transportation divi-
sion. .
Crews will install a 1,400-
foot-long median on Randall
Road, roughly between the
Ferson Creek bridge and Red
! Haw Lane, designed to stop

vehicles from crossing over into
oncoming traffic, :

The project was pitched as a
major safety improvement in
the S-curve that has been the
scene of several accidents
including one head-on crash in
November that killed a St.
Charles North High School
senior.

Following that incident, sev-
eral residents and North
students began pressuring
county officials to improve
safety along that stretch of Ran.-
dall Road. Stepped-up traffic
enforcement from the Kane
County Sheriff's Office, a lower
speed limit and the new median
are the highlights of the county
safety improvements,

The median will be 9 feet
wide and 9 inches tall, Its con-
struction will reduce the lanes
on that part of Randall from 12
feet to 11 feet. It will cost
$186,000. : :
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BEACON NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: GAMBLING IN MAPLE PARK

INT OF
-

" GAMBLING ARRESTS IN BAR ONLY FUEL DIVISION IN SMALL TOWN

Authoritiss say D.s Tavern West in Maple Park was frequent ste of llega gamblin

STEVE R
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NBERG / STAFF PHOTOGRAF!

g, ranging from video slots to bookmaking.

Thirteen people, Including the village's mayor and pofice chief, have been indicted in connection with gambling charges.

By Steve Lord

| STAFF WRITER

.. MAPLE PARK — For most of its -
~life, Maple Park has been easy to
by

‘The village on the border of Kane
and DeKaib counties was a blip
along Route 38, hardly noticeable to
a car racing past the intersection

with-County Line Road at 65 mph.

And folks there liked it thiat way.

“Tt was always the fight of the old
against the new,” says Ruth Caine, a
resident for more than 40 years, and
a two-term member of the Village
Board in the 1970s. “The divided
feelings were always here, to a
certain extent. But not in the same
way now that it was then.”

' Officials: Illegal
activity blatant

By Mike Cetera
STAFF WRITER

MAPLE PARK — The gamblers in-
side a tavern frequented by village
leaders bet no one would interfere
with their scheme, flouting before
strangers the games of chance inside,
new cowrt documents show. )

Ahighly organized gambling opera-
tion that extended beyond coin-operat-
ed video slots to mare lucrative pur-
suits such as bookmaking was set up
inside D.J."s Tavern West in this tiny
village, according to records associat-
ed with last month’s raid of the bar.
The tavern had established payout
rules, a separate cash register to han-
dle bets and a disregard for conceal-
ing illegal activity.

Thirteen people, including the vil-
lage’s mayor and police chief, have

- been indicted on charges related to,

the Iilinais State Police investigation.
Authorities allege the gambling

% Turn to CONTROVERSY, A7

It ,e:partyefs against the nonpartyers’

Yes, Maple Park is a town divided
— literally, by County Line Road
nerth and south, which puts almost
half of the village in DeKalb County,
and the other haif in Kane; and by
the Union Pacific Railroad tracks
east and west. .

But those geographic boundaries

<& Turn to MAPLE, A7
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From Page Al

are only symbolic of the division in
this village's soul these days.
Political feelings have become
personsl, 2nd the events of the
past several years involvieg the
village's police department, and
the goings on at a downtown
tavern where the State Police
recently arrested 13 peopie on
gambling charges — inciuding
Viliage President Mark Delaney
and Police Chief Chester Morris
— have polarized Maple Park

, residents more 5o than perhaps

ever before.

- “This i5 the worst thing I've ever
seen, and ['ve been here a long
time,” says Trustee Ray McAdam,
a former village president. *I
meoved into town in 1958, and I'was
raised about a mile out of town,
"The town is so divided, and the
board is right down the middle.”

The most visible-sign of the
town’s division has been the
Village Board, which almost
always ends up voting 3-3 on every
itemn that doesn't require a rubber
stamp, with Delaney breaking the
tie. Trustees Nick Moisa and
Terry Borg recently suggested the
division is so inviolate that
perhaps all trustees should resign
and an entire aew six-person
board should be appointed.

*It's been divided before, but
not this bad,” Moisa says.

Running the town

Moisa, however, says the
staunch division on the Village
Board might not translate to the
town's population as a whole. He
hitnself became a board member
more than three years ago, when
he was appointed because the spot
was vacznt and no one else would
do it. He said many Maple Park
residents lead busy lives and do
not concer themselves with the
town government.

“Maple Fark is pretty much a
bedroom community,” he says.
“People are not that involved.”

But they are at least talking
about the recent arrests of the 13
people at D.J.'s Tavern West on

Main Street downtown, The

arrests are only thé most public
manifestation of 3 feud that has
simmered for the past few years.

1t achually goes back to when
McAdam was village president,
and he assigned two part-time
Maple Park police officers to look
into what he thought was a
questionable money transfer. That
led the officers to lock inte
gambling going en at DJ.'s Tavern
West.

Baoth these officers are suing
Maple Park now in federal court,
saying that after Delaney was
elected village president in 2001,
he had the officers fired for
investigating the  bar.
Eventually, the board ended up
in a heated debate in 2003
surrounding the hiring of
Morris as police chief. He was
hired on a 3-3 vote, with Delaney
breaking the tie. ‘

Some village residents say the
police chief fight, and now the

. gambling charges, show that the

division in town all centers
around the downtown bar. Ore
resident, who wished to remeain
anonymous, said the division is
lnowm &5 "the partyers against

s

“If there's something at City
Hall about that bar, or
something about the police, all
those people come down there
and pack the place and yell and
scream,” the person says. “But if
it's something about 2 sewer
project or something, oobody
comes down. Basically, the ~
gamblers are running the town, I
think the amazing fact is that it
wast done so openly. You could
see it happening all the time.”

Peg Yeagen, owner of Peg's
on Main, 2 hair salon across

“Main Street from D.J.'s, said she

has not seen a division in town
so much, but admitted, it is the
topic of conversation.

“] have a lot of clients who live
on farms out of town, or in other _
towns around here,” she says.
*They come in and ask, “What
the heck's going on? It's not that
everyone's ignoring it. I just
don’t think mest people care
there’s machines in there, Hit's
illegal, it's illegal, I guess what
they were doing was wrong.”

A budding gem?

Yeagen pointed out thatin a
town like Maple Park, everyone
knows everyone else — and she
knows Delaney and Mormris well.

*1 know mast of those people
{who were arrested),” she says.
“They're all nice people.”

“It's put a Jot of strain on some
decent people's lives, I know
that,” Moisa says.

Andrew Anderson, a resident
of Heritage Hills, the new
subdivision on the DeKalb
County side of town, said what
most peeple hear so far is “a lot
of opinions, rumors, a lot of he
said, she said."

He has been upset about the
division on the Village Board,
and some of the meetings he
attended where police issues
were discussed. .

“There just a lot of yelling,” he
says. “That is not a town
meeting, in my eyes.”

Still, he considers the 13
arrests at the tavern “the biggest
setup anyone has ever seen.”

“Is it that big of a deal, in the
middle of nowhere?” says
Anderson. "Yeah, they turned
over some coin, no doubt. But
aren't there bigger fish to fry?
Nobody got hurt by this."

QOther residents disagreed.
Although they would not be
specific, some talked about arca
people losing household money
gambling at the bar, some even
losing significant amounts.

Caine 5aid a friend of hers put
it best when he said, “There’ll be
a few more groceries on people'’s
tables if that place closes.”

“There were a lo! of people
who spent that money there,”
she says. “I don't think the
arrests are a black mark on the

town. The black mark is that {-

people believe it doesn't matter.
I tell my neighbors, illegal is
illegal.” . )
Despite divisive opinions,
Maple Park residents still have
faith in their village. Almost to 2

-person, people end their

comments on a positive note.
Caine says Maple Park is "a
good place™; Anderson calls it “a
pice little town.”

“If peaple show the interest, and
spend the time,” says Moisa, "Tve
always said we have an
oppartunity to make this village
the gem of Kane County.”

the nonpartyers.”
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A BEACON NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: GAMBIJNG IN MAPLE PARK

GAMBLING ARRESTS IN BAR ONLY FUEL DIVISION IN SMALL TOWN

_Bystevel.onl
STAFFWRITER .

-+ MAPLE PARK — For most of its
--life. Maple Park has been casy to

The village on the border of Kane
and De¢Kalb counties was a blip
along Route 38, hardly noticeable to
a car racing past the intersection

o ROSENBERG /.STAFF PHOTOGRAPHF_R
Authorities say DJ s Tavem West in Maple Padc was ﬁequent sil:e of Illegal gambling, ranging from video slots to bookmaking.
'I'hlrteen people. including the village’s mayor and po!' ice ‘chief, have been indicted I11 connection with gambling charges.

with- County Line Road at 65 mph.

And folks there liked it that way.

"It was always the fight of the old
against the new,” says Ruth Caine, a
resident for more than 40 years, and
a two-term member of the Village
Board in the 1970s. “The divided
feelings were always here, to a
certain extent. But pot in the same
way now that it was then.”

Officials: Tllegal
activity blatant

By Mike Celera
STAFF WRITER

MAPLE PARK — The gamblers in-
side a tavern frequented by village
leaders bet no one would interfere
with their scheme, flouting before
strangers the games of chance inside,
new court documents show,

A highly organized gambling opera-
tion that extended beyond coin-operat-
ed video slots to more lucrative pur-
suits such as bookmaking was set up
inside D.J.'s Tavern West in this tiny
village, according to records associat
ed with last month's raid of the bar.
The tavern had established payout
rules, a separate cash register to han-
dlc bets and a disregard for conceal
ing illegal activity.

irtcen people, including the vil-
lage’s mayor and police chief, have

- been indicted on charges related to.

the Tllinois State Police investigation.
Authorities allege the gambling

4 Turn to CONTROVERSY, A7

e partyers against the nonpartyers’

Yes, Maple Park is a town divided
— hterally, by County Line Road
north and south, which puts almost
half of the vll]age in DeKalb County,
and the other half in Kane; and by
the Union Pacific Railroad tracks
east and west.

But those geographic boundaries

4 Turn to MAPLE, AT
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~ From Page Al

9 asked about the pohce presence in
F1).J.’s Tavern, the mayor told: t.h(:m
p;they had noﬂlmgtowonyabout.

; cording toa State Police accois
p_the investigation:*He t61d the und
#covers that the " Maple Park offic
#wag just walling thiough’ theb
rdomg a community, folicing’thi

afid insisted thal no action wou]d be }

tand currént vﬂlage

ekt
18

'blmg raids have pleadad ot
}Much of the-newd
mvabout the gambling
contmned in an-affidavit
search wrarrant of the Bt manager’
¥ cell- phone.'A judge autharifed tha
ell ad’ search bf the

fbravado cxtended ‘to Maple—Park ;

requesting &

Staver said Delaney kmew several
years ago about the officers’ investi-
gations of him and several members
of the Village Board,

"That's why they got rid ofé]jm_ _

Stoversald.a:,ﬂ

a variety bf R

yideoslot machmes, football and*~§
ASH poolsandasldlcegame £

ayouts ranging fromea-fr

vt drink.or sixpack of beet ho-msh

rﬂépendmg'upon the rolln- =%
rAsittisrities- -also Allegé DJ s
hookmaking operation
that was' run by the bar's manager,

reﬁun'ed td pay lossesio Faber

n subseguent’[hursdays docu- .7
“Winning > svafl-e

caﬂ,&ﬂatcd for cash payouts.% (;0

icé allege they saw Delane
ulsonatleastﬁved tes. O

b3 formenyvillage president-and’

ud ga.mbhng allagabcius P
e i at leastone of two pendin

O EEVEROSENBERG/STAFFPHO‘IUGRAHER

a giantold map!e tme. Maple Park residenits watch as Bleir,;

v—‘chudren play basehall against a team from Elburn, Some Maple Park resi-s

etts say the recent gambiing armﬂs atnl's Tavem hav ecenhlﬂedt!m
the *"'tf(“ . i Yot

gam lirig charges.’”‘ ygﬁ* \ﬁ

ven o, an attorney represenling

" “the village said there's no connec—

tter allege they were fired fiom ' tion between the officers’ termina-

it pift mllze w‘ﬂage Jobs in retatl)wr tion and the gambling investigation:
f

_laney wasn't aware of any investiga-

y tion of the village by the Police-De-

iplaint made by Ray McAdaris artment and suggested the allega:
ons were “conveniently gene ted

erit lzoard memiber,.of a misappro:

ﬁlegally rEpresehtéd hl.l.‘psc'lf asa

DeKalb, County sheriffs deputy and

vdisobeyed orders of a superior
o while Cotter sought “to pbtain’

3 -Charles store: by claiming;

® Somé 5ugge£t ear] mqulnes by
-officers set the probe in éderal lawsnits agrainst the village!

spokesman for ]]1mo1s Al %Both lawsuits argue that forme
iral-Lisa-Médigan said ~:Maple Park police officers were fired before’hg 3

> orp1aoed on. adnumsu-auve leavemr deputy d

u_nde}'quver police’ ‘officer

s Aoty =

~Attorney Willizm Kurnik said De-
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From Page Al
are only symbolic of the division in
this village's soul these days.
Political feelings have become
personal, and the events of the
past several years involving the
village's police department, and
the goings on at a downtown
tavern where the State Police
recently arrested 13 people on
gambling charges -~ including
Village President Mark Delaney
and Police Chief Chester Morris
— have polarized Maple Park
residents more so than perhaps
ever before. |
- “This is the worst thing I've ever

seen, and I've been here a long
time,” says Trustee Ray McAdam,
a former village president, °I
moved inko town in 1958, and I'was
raised about a mile out of town.
The town is so divided, and the
board is right down the middle.”

The most visible sign of the
town's division has been the
Village Board, which almost
always ends up voting 3-3 on every
item that doesn’t require a rubber
stamp, with Delaney breaking the
tie. Trustees Nick Moisa and
Terry Borg recently suggested the
division is so inviolate that
perhaps all trustees should resign
and an entire new six-person
board should be appointed.

“It's been divided before, but
not this bad,” Moisa says.

Running the town

Moisa, however, says the
staunch division on the Village
Board might not translate to the
town’s population as a whole. He
himsell became a board member
more than three years ago, when
he was appointed because the spot
was vacant and no one else would
do it. He said many Maple Park
residents lead busy lives and do
not concern themselves with the
town government.

“Maple Park is pretty much a
bedroom community,” he says.
“People are not that involved.”

But they are at least talking
about the recent arrests of the 13
people at D.J."s Tavern West on
Main Street dowatown. The
arvests are only the most public
manifestation of 2 feud that has
simmered for the past few years,

It actually goes back to when
McAdam was village president,
and he assigned two part-time
Maple Park police officers to Jook
into what he thought was a
questionable money transfer. That
led the officers to look into
gambling going on at 2 J.'s Tavern
West.

Both those officers are suing
Maple Park now in federal court,
saying that after Delaney was
elected village president in 2001,
he had the officers fired for
investigating the  bar.
Eventually, the board ended up
in a heated debate in 2003
surrounding the hiring of
Morris as police chief. He was
hired on a 3-3 vote, with Delaney
breaking the tie. )

Soeme village residents say the
police chief fight, and now the
gambling charges, show that the
division in town 21l centers
around the downtown bar. One
resident, who wished to remain
anonymous, said the division is
known as "the partyers agains{
the nonpartyers.”

’

“If there's somcthing at City
Hall about that bar, or
something about the police, all
those people come down there
and pack the place and yell and
scream,” the person says. “But if
it's something about a sewer
project or something, nobaody

comes down, Basically, the -

gamblers are running the town, 1
think the amazing fact is that it
wat done so openly. You could
see it happening all the time.”

Peg Yeagen, owner of Peg's
on Main, a hair salen across
Main Street from D.J."s, said she
has not seen a division in town
so much, but admitted, it is the
topic of conversation.

*I have alot of clicnts who live

on farms out of town, or in ather

towns around here,” she says.
“They come in and ask, “What
the heck's going on?* It's not that
everyone's ignoring it I just
don’t think most people care
there's machines in there. If it's
illegal, it's illegal. I guess what
they were deing was wrong.”

A budding gem?

Yeagen pointed out thatin a
town like Maple Park, everyone
knows everyone else — and she
knows Delaney and Morris well.

*I know most of those people
(who were arrested),” she says.
*“They'rc ali nice people.”

“Tt's put a lot of strain on sonte
decent peaple’s lives, 1 know
that,” Moisa says.

Andrew Anderson, a resident
of Heritage Hills, the new
subdivision on the DeKalb
County side of town, said what
most people hear so far is “a lot
of opinions, rumors, a lot of he
said, she said.” .

He has been upset about the
division on the Village Board,
and some of the meetings he
attended where police issues
were discussed.

“There just a lot of yelling,” he
says. “That is not a town
meeting, in my cyes.”

§till, he considers the 13
arrests at the tavern "the biggest
setup anyone has cver seen.”

“Is it that big of a deal, in the
middle of nowhere?” says
Anderson. “Yeah, they turned
over some coin, no doubt. But
aren't there bigger fish to fry?
Nobody got hurt by this.”

Other residents disagreed.

Although they would not be .

spectfic, some talked about area
people losing househaold money
gambling at the bar, same even
losing significant amounts,
Calne said a friend of hers put
it best when he $aid, “There'll be
a few more groceries on people’s
tables if that place ¢loses.”
“There were a lot of people
who spent that money there,”
she says. “1 don't think the
arrests are 2 black mark oa the
town. The black mark is that
people believe it doesn't matter.
I telt my neighbors, illegal is
illegal.” ‘ ,
Despite divisive opinigns,
Mapie Park residents still have
faith in their village. Almost to a

-person, people end their

comments on a positive note.
Caine says Maple Park is "a
good place”; Anderson calls it “a
nice littic town.”

“If people show the interest, and
spend the time,” says Moisa, “T've
always said we have an
apportunity to make this village
the gem of Kane County.”

q
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Neighbor section;

Bob Musinski

{630) 587-8621

Courts reporter;

Tona Kunz, (630} 587-8631

Kane County reporter;

Patrick Waldron, (630} 58?;8532_

Sugar Grove reporter

Leslie Hague (630) 587-8627
St. Charles reporter:

Lisa Smith (530) 587-8626
Geneva reporter;

Garrett Ordower (630) 587-8625
Batavia reporter:

Gala Pierce

(630) 587-8628

North Aurorg:

‘Bob Musinski

(630) 587-8621

Wayns reporter;

Lisa Smith

(630) 587-8626

High school/youth sports:
John Lemon

(630} 587-8640

How to subscribe

Te become a Dally Herald -
subscriber, call customer service at
{630) 367-8660. Visa and
MasterCard accepted.

Commitments
Wedding, engagement and
anniversary announcements

Published the third Sunday
of each month

For forms by mail, call
(847) 427-4495 or e-mail
ntwohey@datiyherald.com

Your Page

Send us your snapshots, news,
€55a)s, poems, thank-yous, car~
toons and more by e-mail;
Wicity@dallyherald.com, fax it to
{630) 567-8638 or maii it to
Daily Herald, Your Page, 3805 .
fain 5., Suite A, $t. Charles, IL
60174,

Send us your news

Trying to publicize a fnd-raiser
or event? Want your friends and
neighbors 1o know about an
award you won? 's easy; Just
follow the 5 W's:

What is happening: Describe
the event or the purpose of the
News release, .
Who: The subject of the event.
Also, include a name and phone
number or e-mail address that
€an be published so readers can
call for more information.
When: Glve date and time.

Why, or for what purpgse;
Explain the nature of the avent.

" Where is it happening: Give

the address,

E-mall cemmunity

news releases to
trisity@dailyherald.com. _
Mail news refeases to 3805 E.
Main St., St Charles, IL 60174,
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problems

Contimeed from Phage 1

waters of the Fox. « -
the Fox River contribute signifi-

biodiversity. Naturalist Pam
Otto of the Fox Valley Park Dis-
trict champions the region's
unsung heroes, from amphib-
ians and reptiles to mussels and
crayfish,

water snake swimming offshore
from Red Oak Nature Center in

on logs in the water. Otto
explains that one group of
unobtrusive aquatic animals,
the freshwater mussels, have
the dubious distinction of the
being the most endangered
group of animals in North
America. Their presence in the
Fox River.is therefore a sign.of
water quality.

“Last summer we rescued a
mussel called the white hecl-
splitter that had been
marooned in mud just north of
Red OQak,” Otto en usiastically
recalls. “Several other species
survived there as well, including
pimplebacks and plain pocket-
books, in the area south of the
South Batavia Dam.”

The diversity of fish, birds,
mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
and myriad invertebrates are
ample reasons to appreciate the
Fox River during Illinois’ River
Appreciation Month.

The watershed has been
altered dramatically in the past
100 years, however, and critical
habitat has been lost. Flood-

lain forests have given way to
farm fields, prairies have suc-
cumbed to parking lots, and
marshes have morphed into
malls.

challenge td the health of the
Fox River, according to David
Horn, president of Friends of
the Fox River. :
“The population: of Kane
County is predicted to grow
from 404,119 in 2000 to 692,346

"in 2030, an increase of 71 per-

cent,” explains Horn. “With the
rapid rate of human population

-growth and urban development

have come several threats to the
Fox River watershed that-
degrade aquatic habitat and
reduce watcr quality”

Paving for parking lots, roads,
and buildings creates imperme-
able surfaces, increases water
runoff and exacerbates flood-
ing. Flooding ' in turn
destabilizes stream banks and
causes siltation of the water.
More people also means more -
traffic, which means that more
oil, gasoline and road salt find

and out of the water. Muskrat -
and beaver also frequent the .

The less-glamorous wildlifein, ~

cantly to the watersheds |,

She has spotted a northern

North Aurora, as well as snaps |-
ping wrtles, painted turtles and .
spiny softshell turties basking !

DEFPTEZ: Development poses

for river watershed

ic] R
E ATLY

--Leam about the Fox

* = Creek walic What a hetter way to spend a summer morning than

, exploring a creek in a shaded forestf Famfsies are wefcome to a explore
“Tyler Creek in Elgin with Kang county Forest Preserve District naturalists
from 16 to 11 a.m. Aug. 19. Lok for aquatic creatures and learn how

+ they live In thelr wet habitat, The program is free. Children mustbe -~
accompanied by an adult. Register by califng (847) 741-8350, ext. 10.

: Vohmteesing : - : '
* Frtendls of the Fox River has programs, volumteer opportunities, and

- information on its Web site www.iriendsofthetoriver.org . The Friends’

Fox River Watershéd Monltoring Network trains and equips citizens to get

* in streams and mionitor the health of the river. Calf (815) 356-6605.

* Illinois RiverWatch provides ansther avenue for monitaring river quality,
Visit hupjldnr.slate.II.uslorep/ecnwatd:l, or call (388) 428-0362.

* The Kane County Forest Preserve District's Habitat Stewardship
Network welcomes volurteers to assist with habitat restoration in
woodlands, wettands, and prairies. Many sites include tributaties in the
watershed of the Fox River. Contact volunteer coordinator Shelly Brown
at (847) 741-9708 or fpdkaneco_ve@yahao.com,

-] OO N e

Houpe’

) URA 5T0 R/DATLY HERALD .
Kane County Forest Preserve interns Bob Kanwischer and ]
. Jenni Kempf see what creatures are along the Fox River shore
at Tekakwltha Woods In St. Charles. The recent flooding drasti-
cally affected their findings, which normally would be plentiful
with a wide range of creatures, '

- Urbanization is the greatest -

« Vallay of the Fox Sigrra Club invitss cltizers to join in environmental
action campaigns involving the Fox River and jts tributaries. Visit
www.slermaciub.org/chapters/itvaf , or e-mail -

chair@illinoisieqaclub.org.

their way into the river and
streams,

And last but not least, urban-

, ization brings an increase in
sewage wastewater, elevated
hutrient levels, lower oxygen
levels in the water,-and subse-
quent loss of aquatic Life,

IDNR stream specialist Bob
Rung adds that “the diversity of
aquatic species has slowly
declined by 36.8 percent since
1360.” And, Rung says, the Fox
River’s diversity is lowest in
Kane County due to the pres-
ence of dams and the habitat
fragmentation caused by these
man-made structures. Efforts to
preserve clear, free-running
stretches of the river and its
tributaries will encourage the
diversity of differerit species of
fish and the invertebrate ani-
mals they depend on for food.

People’s artitudes toward the
tiver have changed along with
the changirig landscape, The
river has been a force to con-
tend with. It has also been a
source of inspiration. It was
once & transportation corridor.
1t's now an impediment to traf-
fic. Its waters have been
dammed. Its current is

unleashed. Its issues are divi-

sive. Its presence is unifying,

The vagaries of human view-
points come and go with the
flotsamn and jetsam of progress.
But the Fox still flows and the
fish still spawn and waterfowl
stillbob an choppy water.

And that's worth apprediating!

* Vialerie DePrez is thj'bnaaue
programs supervisor for the
Kane County Forest Preserve Dis-
frict. '
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“Geneva commission recommends:

ing, which the city’s codes
allow. . ‘

“They are making some
fairly major changes to land-
scaping with new plants and

it

zoning changes, annexation

. By BRENDA SCHORY

- Kane Gounty Chronicle "
- GENEVA — Plan commis-
sioners approved special zon-

" ing requests for the city to
‘build a water treatment plant

and for the county to proceed
ontwoprojects. . .
The commissioners issued

'ﬁndings of fact and recom-.

mendatons last week to
annex 33 acres at the south-

- west corner of -Peck -and

Keslinger roads from county

| farming to low density resi-
| dential, and to allow a water -
|  treatment plant and a Kane
. .| County animalcontro] facility -
*|: to be built there. b
1+ - -‘They also voted to rezone
-{ ‘four- buildings on’ a- block
{ ~owned by the county in the
" city’s historic district. The

property, bounded by Fourth,

| -James, Third and ‘Campbell

streets, was rezoned from res-

| .idential to planned business
. .development, City Planner

Dick Untchsaid.
“It's a -speqia]ized Z0

_Center.
- Historic Preservation- Com-

» o

district in the city and actually
about three fourths of that is
already zoned that,” Untch
said: “This is unifying by
drawing in the other parcels
on west edge of the block.
‘What this'is doing, we are

.amending planned unit de-

veélopment for the site to in-
corporate ... the whole block.”

The county. already has
razed an--old building that
housed its Child Advocacy
Untch : said the

mission ; approved  the new

building’s design, which fits in .
“with the architecture and

character of the area.

By changing: the zoning,
county officials could seek -
- special use and get relief from

somie ‘of the citys require-
ments, such as on-site park-

‘ing-and street setback, he ex-

" Untch said they met their
parking requirement by hav-

ing clients use the courthouse.
" lot. The city traded. the set- .

back for enhanced landscap-

trees added throughout the

-gite,” Untch said.

The county also will cor-

rect some awkward curbs on " §

the north and south en-
trances to the parkinglot that .
confuse drivers, hesaid.

“The new $25.6 million
water treatment plant will.
take up 10 acres of the Peck
and Keslinger property. It will
share the parcel with a new

‘animal control facility. The

new treatment plant is ex-
pected to go on line in 2007-
08. . .

It required a -zoning.
charige from light industrial
to residential. .

“The rezoning ... affords
more protection to abutting
property owners because
planned unit development
buttons down the allowable
uses to prescribed by the site
plan,” ‘Untch said. These in-
clude tilities, such as the

.water treatment plant:.

.. The commission’s action .
will go to the Comnmittee of
the Whole next month, with
final action to be taken by the

city council after that. :
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- By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER
GENEVA — The heavy rain
that flooded Orchard Road on Aw-

rora's West Side on June 11 has
set the widening and repaving
project back about three weeks.
But Paul Rogowski, Kane
County transportation director,
. said officials plan to get the pro-
ject’s timeline back on track,
maybe even by the first mile-
stone, which is to have temporary

by July.

“(The contractor) will put on
exira crews to male up the differ-
ence,” Rogowski said Friday to
the County Board Transportation
Committee. .

. Rogowski warned committee
members that the catchup work
will add to the cost of the project.
Contractor Barry W. Kuhn al-
ready used extra workers to deal
with the about 3.5 inches of rain
dumped on Orcherd Road in
about five hours on that June 11

Orchard was flooded from
ahout Galena Boulevard to Ashby
Street. A portign of the existing
road was covered by about 3 feet
of water. Kuhn workers, along
with workers from KDOT and
the eity of Aurora, worked to get
the road open by 4 p.m. that Sat-

_ urday, thanks in part to the new

Aurora Lake.
Avrora Lake is what KDOT offr-
cials call a new detention basin ex-

cavated along that section ofthe

road. .
The project includes detention

Rain delays Orchard Road project

the new highway will cause.

The road is being widened to
four lanes from two lanes, which
will increase storm runoff.

Rogowski repeated what offi-
cials said two weeksago: Without
Aurara Lake, hameowners in
Chesry Hill and Lakeside Sans

. Souci who had water in their -

yards probably would have bad
water in their houses.

*Jt worked,” he said.

The Orchard Road project,

which started in March, is due to '

The two columns ran on

the newspaper’s editorial page

traffic signals and a northbourd  Friday night, and the next Satur-
roadway embankment finished ﬁ__we morning.. . Dasinsto mnnoa.ﬂ.nommﬁnﬁomm.mﬁ be finished in June 2005.
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Water treatment plant,
projects a go |

Vhronicle. -
“Geneva commission recomimends-

zoning changes, anriexation

. By BRENDA SCHORY-
. Kane Gounty Chronicle "

- ' GENEVA — Plan comimis-
sioners approved special zon-
" ing requests for the city to
‘build a water treatment plant

and for the county to proceed

|- on two projects.

The commissioners issued

findings of fact and recom-.

mendations last week to
annex 33 acres at the south-

“west corner: of ‘Peck and

Keslinger roads from- county

.| farming to low density resi-
dendal, and to allow a water
"4 ' treatment plant and a Kane -
. County animal contro} facility -

- © tobebuilt there. . .

*. .’They.also voted to rezone
-| “four buildings on’ a- block
| ~owned by the county in the
+ ‘city’s “historic district.” The

property, bounded by Fourth,

-|' James, Third and ‘Campbell

streets, was rezoned from res-

. 1 -idential to planned business

'|. .development, City Planner
- Dick Untch'said. v

. “Its a specialized zoning

L

district in the city and actually

- about three fourths of that is

already zoned that,” Untch
said. “This is unifying by
drawing in the other parcels

on west edge of the block.-

What this'is doing, we are

-amending planned unit de-

vélopment for the site to in-
corporate ... ttie whole block.”

The county. already has:

razed an.old building that
housed its Child Advocacy
Center. Untch ; said the

.Historic Preservation- Com- ~

mission .approved the new

building’s design, which fits in..

with the architecture and
character of the area. o

some -of the city's require-
ments, such as on-site park-
plained. )

" Untch said they met their
parking requirement by hav-

"ing'and street setback, he ex-

ing clients use the courthouse.
" lot. The city. traded. the set-.-

Back for enhanced landscap-

-site,” Untch said.

~ ' more protection. to abutting

By changing the zoning, '
county officials could seek -
. special use and get relief from

_water treatment plant:.

ing, which the city's codes
allow. :

“They are making some
fairly major changes to land-
scaping with new plants and
trees added throughout the

The county also will cor-

rect some awkward curbs on " §

the porth and south -en:
trances to thie parkinglot that  §
confuse drivers, hesaid. = -~

“The new $25.6 million |
water treatment plant will §
take up 10 acres of the Peck
and Keslinger property. It will
share the parcel with a new
‘animal control facility. The
new treatment plant is ex-

o8, . . :
It required a -zoning.
charige from light industrial
to residential. R
“The tezoning ... affords

property owners because
planned unit' development
buttons down the allowable
uses to prescribed by the site
plan,” ‘Untch said. These in-
clude tilities, such “as the

.. The commission’s action .
will go to thé Committee of
the Whole next month, with §
final action to be taken by the
city council after that. :

pected to go on line in 2007- § -



anTTLE

Lo

R A

it
ki
o
8
]
2
s

ARG DR A

i)
) PPEE

‘River, the thind 11
of the THaols R "}
The onmmgat

“{Recant 1l

FLlF e o + momomy To

pears _a!ni%

- Fox River. -~ § ;)
[ [-450he sure-fire way.,to apprecl-

PR = ean

r S i o L S e Ly

e s R A :

reat hisie:hidon takes flight

. from:en Intet of waler along.the
{Fox-River.at Fabyan 11
‘serve InGeneva: At Tefya hright
bliié-ummer sky reflects on-

1

Aha normially brownish-cotered: ;
Aok

‘FoxRiver?

tarovnd the AveE™,

' ‘miotitoring the
Riter for'15

River )
fng wated, MudfEe; gTe
and natural shorelines’
mouI.F s TN 3

“The Fox River Villey
been aitracting mbretdd
watariowl and;sandplpé
the years;he | heze
more birderss
mort eyes; ass
out, but-

 with

{1 'a Healthy wate

e thrive d,
but mammals as well. Clote to

visioh
IR

[ 2

-




a

4 Want ads: SB7-8610 ¢}

V_Heighbor sec!ion:

- Patrick Waldron, (630) 5678632

- North Aurora;

© Where is it happening: Give

. Qur staff

Bob Musinskl

{630} 587-8621

Courts reporter:

Tona Kemnz, {(630) 567-8631

Kane County reporter:

Sugar Grove reporter

Leslie Hague (630) 587-8627
St. Charles reporter:

Lisa Smith (630) 587-8626
Geneva reporter:

Garrett Ordower (630) 587-8625
Batavia reporter;

Gala Pierce

{630) 587-8628

Bob Musinski

(630) 587-862% )
Wayne reporter;

Liza Smith

(630) 567-8626

High school/youth sports:
John Lemon

{630) 587-8640

How to subscribe

To become a Daily Herald -
subscriber, call customer service at
(630) 587-8660. Visa and
MasterCard accepted,

Commitments
Wadding, engagement and
annlversary announcements

Published the third Sunday
of each month

For forms by mail, calf
(847} 427-4495 or e-mail
niwchey@dallyherald.com

Your Page

Send us your snapshots, news,
€5says, poems, thank-yous, car-
toons and more by e-mail:
ricty@dailyherald.com, fax it to
(630) 587-8639 or mail it to
Daily Herald, Yous Page, 3805 E.
ain 5L, Suite A, St. Charles, IL
60174,

Send us your news

Trying to publicize a fund-raiser
or event? Want your friends and
nelghbors'te know about an
award you won? It's easy; just
follow the 5 Ws:

What Is happening: Describe
the event or the purpose of the
news release. X
Who: The subject of the event.
Also, include 2 name and phone
number ot e-mail address that
¢an be published so readers can
call for more Information.
When: Glve date and time.

Why, or for what purpose:
Explaln the nature of the event,

the address.

E-mall community
news releases to
Fivity@dallyherald.com.

Mail news releases 1o 3805 E.
Main §t., St. Charles, iL 60174,

- growth and wban de

problems
Conﬁmwdﬁnmﬂ:lgel

and beaver also frequent the
;waters of the Fox. + - -0

the Fox River contribute signifi-
biodiversity. Naturalist Pam

trict champions the region’s
unsung herges, from amphib-
fans and reptiles to mussels and
cra,

water snake swimming offshore
from Red Oak Naturé Center in

spiny softshell turtles basking
on logs in the water. Otto
explains that one group of
unobtrusive aquatic animals,
the freshwater mussels, have
the dubious distinction of the
being the most endangered
group of animals in North
America. Their presence in the

water quality,

“Last swmmer we rescued a
musse] calied the white heel-
splitter that had been
marooned in mud just north of
Red Oak,” Otto enthusiastically
recalls. “Several other species
survived there as well, including
pimplebacks and plain pocket-
books, in the area south of the
South Batavia Dam.”

The diversity of fish, birds,
mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
and myriad invertebrates are
ample reasons to appreciate the
Fox River during Wlinois’ River
Appreciation Month.

The watershed has been
altered dramatically in the past
100 years, however, and critical
habitat has been lost. Flood-
Flajn forests have given way to

arm fields, prairies have suc-

cumbed to parking lots, and
marshes have morphed into
mails.

challenge to the health of the
Fox River, according to David
Horn, president of Friends of
the Fox River. :
“The population of Kane
County is predicted to grow
from 404,119 in 2000 to 692,346

‘in 2030, an ‘increase of 71 per-

cent,” explains Hom, "With the
rapid rate of human population
opment
have come several threats ta the
Fox River watershed that-
degrade aquatic habitat and
reduce water quality.” '
Paving for parking lots, roads,
and buildings creates impenmne-
able surfaces, increases water
tunoff and exacerbates flood-
ing. Flooding ' in tumn
destabilizes stream banks and
causes siltation of the water.
More people also means more -
traffic, which means that more
oil, gasoline and road salt find

and out of the water. Muskrat

'I'he]&ss-glamorouswildﬁfeiﬁ B
cantly to the watershed’s °

Otto of the Fox Valley Park Dis- | |

She has spotted a northern °

North Aurora, as well as snap- |,
bing turtles, painted turtles and -

Fox River.is therefore a sign.of -

- Urbanization is the greatest -

for

et e evelopient poses
river watershed

. at Tekakwitha Woods in St, Charles. The recent flooding drasti-
“cally aHected their findings, which normally would be plentiful

with a wide rangs of creatures.

~Leam ahout the Fox

& Craiek walk: What abetter way to spend  summer moming than -

: exploring a creek In a shaded forest! Familles:are walcome to a explore

" Tyler Creek in Elgin with Karia county Forest Preserve District naturallsts
from 101011 2.m, Aug, 19. Look for dquatlc creatures and laam how

+ they live in their wet habitat, The program is free. Children mustbe
accompanied by an adult. Register by calling (847) 741-8350, ext. 10,

: Volupteering = - .

»Friends of the Fox River has programs, voluriteer opportunitles, and

: information on fis Web site www.Iriendsofthefoxriver.org . The Friends

Fox River Watershed Monttoring Network tralns and equips cifizens to get -

 in'straams and monitor the health of the river. Call {B15) 356-6605.

- » Ilingls RiverWatch provides another avenue for manttoring river quality,
Visit http:i/dﬂnstate.ll.usforeplecowatcw, or call (888) 428-0362,
* The Kane County Forest Preserve District's Habitat Stewardship
Network welcomes volurteers to assist with habitat restoration in
woodlands, wetlands, and pralries, Many sfies include tributaries in tha

- watershed of the Fox River. Contact volunteer coordinator Shelly Brown
at (847) 741-9798 or fpdkaneco_ve@yahoo.com.
= Vailey of the Fox Siara Ciub invites chtizens to join In environmentat
action campaigns involving the Fox River and its tributaries. Visit
www.siervaclublorg/chaptersfitvot , ar e-mail vi-

chair@illfnuissien_'aclub.org.

their way into the river and
streams.

And last but not least, urban-

. Izatlon brings an increase in
sewage wastewater, elevated
nutrient levels, lower oxygen
levels in the water, and subse-
quent loss of aquaticlife.-

IDNR stream specialist Bob
Rung adds that “the diversity of
aquatic species has slawly
declined by 36.8 percent since
1960." And, Rung says, the Fox
River's diversity is lowest in
Kane County due to the pres-
ence of dams and the habitat
fragmentation caused by these
man-made structures, rts to
preserve clear, free-running
stretches of the river and its
tributaries will encourage the
diversity of different species of
fish and the invertehrate anj-
mals they depend on for food,

People’s attitudes toward the
river have changed along with
the changirig landscape. The
river has been a force to con-
tend with. It has also been a
source of inspiration. It was
Once a transportation corridor.
It's now an impediment ta traf-
fic. Its waters have been
dammed. its
unleashed. Its issues are divi-
sive. Its presence is unifying.

The vagaries of human view-
paints come and go with the
flotsam and jetsam of progress.
But the Fox still flows and the
fish still spawn and waterfow!
still bob on choppy water.

And that's worth appreciating!

* Valerie DePrez is the nature
programs supervisor for the
Kane County Forest Preserve Dis-
trict ’

Fav nmue raloncoc iy

; . . AILY HERALD |
Kane Gounty Forest Preserve interns Bah Kanwischerand =~
» Jenn] Kempf see what creatires &re along the Fox River shore
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Kane to get

new system

for alerts
m Satellite

communications:
Homeland Security
Department paying
for EMnet setup

By Peter Knipa

3TAFF WRITER

- Amber alerts, severe weather
~warnings and terrorism
advisories soon will be only a
satellite transmission away for
many Kane County
municipalities, thanks to a new
communication system and a
federal grant, _

Called the Emergency
Manager Network, or EMnet, the
system will have nodes in police
stations and hospitals throughout
the county and the state. The
nodes — a computer terminal and
a roof-based satellite dish — can
send and receive instant, around-
the-clock crime, security and
weather alerts via satellite.

Illinois first tested EMnet at the
county level two years ago. Then

"a month-ago, Kane County
received a $221,000 federal grant
from the Department of
Homeland Security to expand the
system and make it available to all
county municipalities.

* The grant allows cities and

illages to get the hardware and -

at, service will cost $480 a year.
Fhe county will fund up to 38
Rodes.
£ Municipalities . taking
#dvantage of the offer so far
include Aurora, Batavia, Elgin,
South Elgin, Hampshlre and

Huntley. All five hospitals in the
. ¢ounty immediately jumped on

gle year of service free. After

e offer as well, said Don Bryant, -

irector of the Kane County
ffice of
Management.

‘ onderful

Emergency

5 T1nis (§ystem) Wil e the Nrst

3 §f its kind within the state of -

ilinois,” Bryant said. “It's
It ‘gives us a
Gentralized platform that we've -
Eever had before.”

* Although it will take several

reeks before the system gets up

d runring locally, it already has
é«;en tested in Hlinois during a

tewide terrorism.fesponse dnll 18

May 2003.
In that drill, Illinois counties

ach other instantly during a’
imulated bioterrorism attack in
hicago.

Bryant explamed that one of
ﬁhe reasons EMnet is so effective
is that it doesn't rely on phone

es — as current systems do' —
or transmitting information. Bad
weather.or terrorist attacks that’
could disrupt phone, fax and -
lntemet traffic won't bother a -

satellite link.
¢ Although EMnet may overlap
ith current communication
systems, Huntley Police Chief -
Randy Walters said redundancy is
pne of the benefits, in case one
$ystem goes down.
:» “I don’t see how we could not:
get” EMnet, Walters said. “We're
very fortunate that Kane County
has elected to give us this option.”
. DuPage and Will counties are
deploying EMnet as well, Bryant
said. Grundy County ‘also is
kettmg on board.

Later this summer, Bryant said
the Kane County ‘Office of
Emergency Management will
deploy a standardized, encrypted
tadio network to all county
municipalities. The network will

' Eere able to send information to

 dllow everyone on it to talk to

each other in encrypted mode.
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Board tables housing plan

BY JOHN JOHNSTON
Daity Herald Corvespondent

The North Aurora village
board decided the best way to
develop an affordable housing
plan is to wait, : '

Trustees had concerns about

labeling parts of North Aurora as .

affordable or low-income
because of the effects the label
may have on property value and
tabled discussion of the plan.

“The draft was a little prema- .

ture, and I did not see anyplace
where (the state) spells out the

penalties {for not passing a-

plan),” trustee Dale Berman said.

The proposed draft would
have drawn lines around older
developments in North Aurcra

| that would be deemed afford-

able or low-income. A trustee
said that most of the homes in
the areas are one-level single

family homes.

Trustee Max Herwig said the
language of the draft might
remove a homeowner’s ability to
put additions on their house
because the addition would
increase the density and value of
the house. Herwig also had a
problem labeling an area low-
income. = - '

“There would be a stigma on
these properties that could
reduce how much they go up in
value,” he said.

After the plan had been tabled,
trustee Mark Herlihy destroyed
his copy of the plan’s map, which
clearly labeled parts of North
Aurora as the proposed low-
income areas so that it would
not reach the public.

The Affordable Housing Plan-
ning and Appeal Act, which
became effective on January 1,
2004, requires municipalities in
Ilinois to have at least 10 percent
of its housing deemed affordable

to people who make less than 80
peércent of the county gross
medium income. T

North Aurora has almost 20
percent affordable housing.

The act requires municipali-
ties to have a plan for affordable
housing by July 1.

Municipalities without plans
may be subject to decisions from
a state board about where devel-
opers can locate low income
housing if the municipality falls
below 10 percent affordable
housing. , o

The short timelineé for the plan
development has led legislators
to request an amendment that
would push the July date to April
2005.

Trustee Mark Guethle said, "its |-
prudent for the board to table |

this draft”

- “1 feel comfortable with the
action we took,” Mayor Mark
Ruby said.
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Red Gate bridge
funding nears o

By HEATH HIXSON %

Kane County Chranicle

ST. CHARLES — Preliminary
engineering work for a bridge
across the Fox River at Red Gate
Road soon might be funded and
couldbeginthisyear. .

General Services Committee
mermbers on Monday voted 9-0
to approve a plan to spend more
than $1.2 million for tie engi-
neering work. The funding

‘could receive final approval by

The city would front the
cash needed for the work and
the Illinois. Department of
Transportation would refund
the city as work is completed.
The state has received some
federal funds for the project,
said Larry Maholland, - St . ¢
Charles city administrator. -

'The engineering work, con-
sidered the project’s first
phase, is expected to be com-
pleted within the next two
years. The work includes sur-
veying, traffic and' environ-
mental analysis, bridge studies .
and otherrepoits.

Maholland said the city al- .
ready has ~puwchased land
needpdfor the bridge from funds
provided through a 5-cent prop-
erty tax levy: He said the city still
must secure funding for con-
struction of the actual bridge.
~ The proposed bridge would
link Red Gate Road on the west
side of the river' with Route 25
on the river’s east side. Plans
call for the bridge to be 3,400
feet long and include a 2-lane
road with a sidewalk that ¢on-
nects to existing bike paths. The -
bridge would be the city's

fourth roadway across the river.

armal .
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" By ERIC SCHELKOPF -
Kane County Chronicle

. NORTHAURORA - Susan

. McLaughlinwﬂlmake$?2,000
'} . ayearinherjobas the village’s
new administrator.

Village President- Mark
Ruby on Monday released a
copy of her contract in re-

“sponse 10 3
Information request- filed by
the Kane County Chronicle.

Mclau

position had been vacant
‘| since August 2003, when Rob

Freedom of

ghlin will start Thursday. =
She is North Aurora’s sec-
. ond village administrator.The ° along with sick leave.

N. Alirora releases
details of contract .

. Nelis Sr. was fired. ,

The two-year contract.
runs through Dec. 31, 2005.
The annual base salary will re-
main in effect throughout the
term of the agreement.

The contract also provides
McLaughlin with the use ofa -
village automobile while she
is on village business. If she
chooses to use her own Cag,
‘the - village will reimburse

" McLaughlin for her costs.
McLaughlin also will get
three weeks vacation a-year,

See CONTRACT, page? -

-:_C_ontrac,t -

* Continued from page 1

i She also will receive health
| insarance, and the village wi
‘make payments on her behalf

to the Iilinois Municipal

Retirement Fund.

The contract calls-for the
village to review and evaluate
McLaughlin's performance. In.

bago County’s planning an
zoning director. :
McLaughlin grew up on

- the west side of Aurora and is

a 1983 pgraduate of West

will .Aurora High School.

She said she will work to
make sure North Aurora has
the right mix of development

- and that land is being appro-

priately developed.
North Aurora officials have

, | addidon, the village board concéntrated on commercial
~+/| andMcLaughlinat least once  growth. Several major retailers
T | a year will determize goals }ave plans to build in the vil-
-\ and objectives that they feel lage, incla ding Woodmars
3 | arenecessary 0 aLE R thevil- pjoq Market, Walgreens,
.| lages policy objectives. Kobl's and Target. _
t i Mclaugh In recenty "% Nelis was criticized fornot
.| signedfromher post in Byron, doi e o attract com-
on | where she had been the city 0!113_:11‘1 ‘;thh ‘
administrator for I years. mercial growii. 4 she
his She also worked for McLaughlin  sal N Srth
ie- . Rockford in its legal depart- hopes to move to No
wyg | ment and served as Winne- Aurora within a yeat.
ver .
———
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904
Chronicte

The late Tip O'Neil often said, “All
politics is local.” What he meant was riot
that nothing of consequéence happened

on the national plane, but rather what
truly motivates us, what gets us to the
polls, are those matters that affect s on a
neighborhood level. Such an issue is
- brewing in Campton Township, and how
it's resolved will have a lasting impact on
many of its residents.” .

_ It's a generalization, but probably a
fair one, to say that most people choose to
live in Campton Township because they
love the country setting and don't want or °
need the trappings and services that -
come with living in town. Many of the
township’s neighborhoods are somewhat -
isolated and most do not have streetiights
ar highway noise. Out there, itsstill
possible to look up on'aJuly night and see
the stars, and the only sound youli hear

. are the crickets chirping or the sound of
kids playing summer night games.
Howevey, if a proposal currently in front of
.the township's trustebs becomes reality,
those idyllic evenings are numbered.
' . Atissueis a 125-acre complex made
up of sports fields slated to be built near
Empire and Swanberg roads. This is no
small neighberhood park; one plan calls
for four football fields, four soccer fields,
nine baseball and softball diamonds, and
assorted parking lots, playgrounds and
open space. And one more thing: ten of
the playing fields are designated as
“lighted.” :

. Obviously, the people whose homes
border the complex are upset. The fields
will put hundreds of cars and thousands
of young athletes on the edge of their
property, and the glare from the clusters
of 100-foot tall light towers will eliminate

-the starry country skies. Predictably, this
threat has alarmed residents, and they
have pulled together a grass-roots

“movement to protect their neighborhood,
Now, they have started playing catch-up
on their political involvernent.’ -

Local issues have 4 way of doing that.
Until it affected them personally, these
folks were fairly unconcemed with the
day-to-day decisions of township
trustees. That makes them pretty normal
citizens, because most of us really don't
pay attention to what’s going on in
politics unless or unti] it intrudes into our
lives. Then, and only then, do we shake off
our complacency and getinvolved.

Regardless of how they feltin the past

‘Backyard politics

about politics, this group is now invqlved, .

‘and they're proving to be a quick study on

how to get their voices heard in the,
political arena. What's different is they're .
going about it in a way that is measured
and thoughtful, and should be a model for

_ other citizens’ groups. .

Ataneighborhood méeting held this
past Sunday, those in attendance
acknowledged the land was going to be
developed for what is euphemistically
called “active recreation,” and they were

‘not trying to stop that from happening,

What they did quarrel with was the size
and scope of the project, the planned.
uses, and the need for the lights. In other
words, a group that could use the phrase
“Not in my back yard,” without a trace of
irony, is instead saying, “Ifit's going to be
in our back yard, then we want to have a
Say‘” - . ) -

It's important to note that no plan has
been approved by township trustees; all
that exists is 2 rough proposal. However,
rough proposals have a way of becoming
harsh reality if citizens don't speak up. By -
acting now, the affected residents can
have their voices heard and their ideas
incorporated into a compromise
agreement. Iy the end, that willingness to
compromise is what gives these people
strength and credibility: they knowa
solution that favors only one group is no
solution at all, :

To be sure, there are bigger issues
facing this country than whether a small
country neighborhood has its way of life
upended. But bigger doésn't necessarily
mean more important, especially ifit's * .

" your world that's being affected. The-

sports complex debate is a perfect
example of how a local issue can politicize
and energize a group of people.

In a perfect world, it wouldn't take a
crisis to get citizens involved in their
government, but the world isn't perfect
and neither are we. Most of us will stay
unconnected and politically complacent,
so long as our part of the world runs

‘smoothly. And we won't budge until the

day someone, somewhere tries to put_
something in our back yard. Then, by

- golly, we'll want answers.

"¢ Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
(630) 584-0809 o o
wpage@mediawerks.org.
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County unveils

‘BY LISA BALDE

Daily Herold Staff Writer

" Kane County residents and vil-
lage officials had their first look
Tuesday night at the regional

" plan that could change the way
“their néighborhoods look in the -

next 20 years. : :
.During the first of three public

hearings, Kane county’s regional
planning board introduced a -

275-page document called the
2030 Land Resource Manage-
ment Plan, a land-use strategy
that takes into consideration
population growths trends in the
area. _ .
The focus of the plan, an
extension of a similar plan
adopted by the county board in
1996, is to create a balance
between maintaining existing
open space in the area and

restructuring transportation and

water systems to accommodate
new growth,

“The plan is a managed growth
plan,” said Sam Santell, director
of the planning division for the
Kane County Development
Department.

Kane County wants to manage

the growth that area villages have
been feeling for some time now

- through a proposal called the

50/50/50 land-use plan.

According to the proposal, 50
percent of the county could
remain open space, if the resi-
dential and-commercial growth
gravitated toward areas along the
Fox River.

The theme of Tuesday night's
meeting at Dundee Middle
School was resounding: Kane
County is reaching a critical
growth period, and some sort of

- plan needs to be agreed upon.

Although some residents and
village representatives seemed
overwhelmed by the 275-page
plan, they voiced a list of con-
cemns about how the plan would
affect individual villages.

They wanted to know how the

plan would address growth in.

already crowded schools, as well
as its effect on high tax rates and
roadway expansions.

“Who pays for it,” one resident
said. “The developers? I can't with
my job.”

County officials told the audi-
ence that they want to work with
individual municipalities to

i

incorporate their comprehensive
plans and transportation strate-
gies into the mater plan.

The plan seeks to create neigh-
borhoods, Santell said, that focus
on responsible growth, ample
use of open space and affordable
housing for diverse communi-
ties. ‘

Santell stressed during the
meeting that Kane County’s
Development ~Commission
wants public feedback and that it
needs cooperation from village

fand-use plan

govermment.

Two more public meetings will
be held regarding the plan, at
Geneva High School on July 13
and at Waubonsee Community
College in Sugar Grove on July 14.

Kane County'will accept writ-
ten feedback from residents until
July 28. :

Based on public. comments
and meetings with village
trustees, the county board could
ia)dopt the plan as early as Octo-

£r.

r



. Toured
mﬁ vw.._mnuonib_whm:_dng

jaureg URIREUOf pres . ‘pasjoA
U] S3MIMOS JUATITIP AR 05 BB
3I31R ST wonn[od apnred auygy
noqe Sunpauos op o) juelaod
-TUT 08 S 3| SUOSEaT atf) Joaup,,
" wepqoad 10331 e 5 sney
X3 S[01A U0 JOOS JBL) SMOYS
YITEISALIA) ABS SIATINISKD AT
-n *aoamos e axe sjueyd Jamod
Aty SuiSpamomior  amim
‘arsydsoune ay) ut 5912
-Ired waoy yern sosed Jo sadanos
JZofetl axe goTgm ‘JSaMpIIA 213
uy BENE Jomod pamg-Teod Surse
e sToquod wonnod jusdurxngs
ST UONN0S 3ATIIA[J9 }SOUI 21
PIes U01SmMy,T, ‘MajATIyuL Ue Ul
"9 FW0dqNS 2)eNE]
'S B PI0} AQuaoay K)ISIaATUN
HI0K MBN JO UOISTNLLT, 351080
‘safine sApmS oy jo ouo

20ueduod o)uT seare pany
Jod Suryq A[pide o pasttap,,
THHOLS B TM Biial]
0} ajqeredulod STaA8] O) JsEaSTp
HERY Pue 1a51Ned Funy 3umed jo
YSLIs,uosyed 2 aseaINT] Uedains
-0d¥0 Jo ST2a4 1B punoy uonng
qod apnaed-surg Jo SaPILYS JUsD
=3 JPIBDTTUSS 3S0UT 91} JO AU}
oy
e BU{)ER JO SPUBSTION JO SpaJp
-uny} pue s[Iduoaq JIuenp jo
SOSEI (00'S6 ‘Spesp anyewaxd
000'ST s9snw0 Afenuue uonnprod
1008 Jely sIjeWnSe VAR oy,
's1Jeusq Aue
YSlamine Jej pmom prepuels
a3yl yis Aduod o) sison ap
PUE H3AOTIUM A1dM SHSLI sy
ay) panrep syusucddo “‘sZury)
10 SuoUIy “$918)5 Jo (nfpuey B
Pue sdno.I2 ssauishg Woxy Uy
Jer} saduarpeya peda) 4q swesd

<loy suyop ye E&BSE%E.@ 4133

« WIEaY 217gnd g7y 8T 109300d .
A[zpenbope 0} ae as JT SprEp =
-ues A)enb e smou aygy A —

gee-

I0J pake(ap alam ‘LEGT 11 pasod
04 ‘sJTuTl 1005 §,VJH eyl

"PIEpUR]S 9]) Jeaw

1eq) seare [eIny oy yusmdofoa

-ap Surarap £q (aerds weqngns

ddemooue A suoneudisep

o yely Surndae ‘seare warqoxd

|y} IARI0OQ 1BY) SaUNos jdmia

uonepossy Bumjuniaitiy saunog

SIN0735 10T

JieD pa2AN gL,

JI0p M3N 8L ¢

JED01S3pO ;£

‘eA ' uclsateyD (gL

OIYQ “UOIUED 6L

‘o.mi%
ﬁ>.>;.f_8.__hwg JL. B

UUBE 3 fIaxouy £
neuyuny

"ely ‘wieyBuinnig ;-
e 'Paojuey
pugjasald &
TjuRRY I

yona( §f
ybingsiyyg £
JED ousayy iy

JIED PRYsINeg |
HIEY RIESIA £2
sajabuy so &

‘uopnfjod apuupd punosr-ipak g
panfjod 3sow spatp upjodogaw

painjjod ysouwr 3y}

2] Aupmba

-X3 0] 3mAqQo[ aTe Apeadle sajejs
1910 puUe UBEMOTA CUTSTOD
“SIM “BUBTPU] U SIOUIIAOL) T3q
“WBAGH] [T PIEPUE)S J0OS aty
JO UOTYETOLA UT 38 03 SATIUMOO BT}
ajeudisap A[TEIonioe juom Lap
pies sRIIPO V4E [eIspad
. meamq e
5,¥dd SLouTq] 34} 30 Jo1qa “Zefoy]
aae(] pres , 'UoTJEnyIs STy? jnoqe
£s01 3unpou §Y A1) Kysnor:
-95 QUI[PESD J[31[) 9E) 0K J1,,
‘apedep Japoue
i5Ea] Je 107 Sjaled JueoTusis
apia0ad o pajadya ], uate s)usul
-aI[NBal 9801 pIes STeTIJ0 8jE)s
‘sefemITisa S,¥dH o FumiD

"pres MER ‘g1z Aq prep

ey 005 aif) Jeawm so)eys dpy
Pmoys uonred yuerd Jamod uy
SUORANpPal JHENIRIP IO pue
[eng pue saurdus [9salp 18uka
meHE Tevonen
PIEpUE)S
8} J3W SIPUNCO [[e aragsm
JSOMDPIIN 8} UL sS3je)s Ao
Yy} T8 eJ0SIUUTH] pue Bmo|
. Anunos 9y} Jo pIrT Wis)ses
9 10 -BMLION) Ul aXe seare
Ap o A Jo Isol “Iey

? UPHNY B Jo 90wl o) g

§ I0Vd WOBH (TENMILNGD

SyuauIre Sun|

0} pasuI] AIe -

SopnIe]
:100S

|
1
i

‘bbc. ! : -Te00 dn Uea]) pUR SauISUS pue

’ “ B3 U0 &M ospe—uis  ‘adedqnc HOGH—SAljngy  -Te0d

. 635 1008 3 asvan ..Hmwumrs Em.uﬁonwm pue guelp SIOUN] WISEAI0U XIs My SN JIapaq AmsouﬁBmHa:h

} MOQE X% ‘SUSTITI ¢°7 1Tem) ‘.Eﬁuutmmuﬂm e T—uoidal IAuEs[?» Suryasd st Apeare Ie dn :NMM 0] aAeq m=_ mmﬂm

Jafrews $_u_uumn. woynqrod  ai: Ur SSTIUMOD IS0 mo.ﬁn L 3} MOYS ©AXE BI 0] M%mw o %ﬁw:mouﬂ%ﬂﬁ oom mﬁﬁ:ﬁuﬁbu .

oI O urepqead Japim 0

Mmmzﬂmmﬁn.nﬁn .R..n.”w%,_mm «wmmg%ﬁmﬂ o 0y AINqLUUeD 0} ﬁu>mm .o%ﬁﬂwm@ ﬂ%ﬂwﬁmﬂ.ﬁ%ﬂ M |=oﬁﬂw . mﬁno %uﬁﬂwwﬂﬁ n...%qm

TTu OOT A[TEU 'apIMuofieN  -9q §] §8aIR BS0l Ul UOTIN[T0 Mwus i L cuolaosd ot 30 KyaLmun
. .onwﬂa:Go B o e s 'y oo pire. A0 w:__uuoow%co nyod J00s Tenu £ 125310 B2 A0S SATPMS JELR
i b Bumoe Jepuas U euo bz Aol -ue 10] hhnﬁww Mﬁ uj wordar uopnqiod e Jo wwio] J7dods

‘nipep JeIRyf Pres ,Jaydno)
Funiad aTe SpIEpUE)S o g
.S:amﬁ furnad sy e oﬁ:

. R

JIE ht——u &«\ Ml

Apururn uy sdiysumo) Butmolsd
58] oM, CpIEpURIS §VdE
S 9 |geola RS
puUE ATUSHOW ‘oyeT 'sued

JSORP 1RYT 8y} ST 03eNYD
“SIOU0D UOTSSTILD Ta)aq
nmsouﬁ syreid Jamod pary

-0JOIU B ‘}00S 30J A[#A0[S LU0
SABY - S[OMUCd  uonned,
dn J1 wead

0} sTeaL BAT] D)EIS AT} dALF pUE |-
1008 [TYULIe(q 0] uoneL ay) Uy
SUOYEa JSTHIP 81} JO OUC LA
o3edjy) et paweu Aepsany,
1o JUSUMLIBA0T [e18pa) 8L, ..
- | sauoda) geis sunguL
awome [eeipi 49

- uonnyjod 300s 10J

YA SHuRI woigoy

uo ..mao:_u_

Y. HO-0£-9




t

K

of

L1 a8 BEY o ypwmeagpe ! TS P ko @ ©oar o [T RV

BE5YSZES $¥THERERL Zuery SSERSEsEY BEYs

a nmmkmmm mmmmemmc 25388 mm&mmﬂmm £8%5

aa =R o 2 . A Rd=aX B ey a BUTEH Yy 80 FI o

@ @ =. o oBa Mg O b0 - T w_Ogfe <5

- MUPW@WMMEM me..wkc.n n @GR ST - .emED

I gegVegdga 93 B3 HoE, PO ignuERa mwiw,

‘e S, E._.EBPgedgros SgiE §52pgEE°3 5558

b m "HHEE D.mew.wmmo Ly Nl ;8 o 6B E —~EdD

R E BEg " a2 85835 805 IZEp5g8 SEEdg¥EE

E 3 mmwmo.mdmmmgmmmmmm.mmmmsmmmwmmpfmm“mgmm.ﬁm

2 CR-R R \ a5, bedlgEe L EHs , §ngw .0

E S8ag b@leue .lm u UGrtaec ke a E...DHB.&

S T imEELeie ity JOEC R EAS g  aT e Es A

] Y oW e aem Flemuy g2g3 T 8 uo;

[ & S m.w.mwc.a m mm.muh.mHMm BE8ES BELSYSE2E 28%
—'lllcl —— — | T — :

“Unsme| sa1joue ajnu JSILumep 3 Suiun
Jeyl )5ad8ns adld oxeq Asluolie aBe|n Jaye
paaoidde §) Joslosd ay) yBnous [egueysqns

- 10U 42 saBueyd ay Buifes ‘radojenap ay

- S1SB|q UaSueH Wiy Juapisasd 88e(liA 1ng '/ 0}
SJUN JO Jaquinu sy Budiveys Buipn)ou) 'Suysaw
plecq ase|ih e 220494 [esodoud au o] mmmcm:o
Sa)ew 13pIsIasUN (£ 00Z Laquiacs(
“yaaloid au Jo [eacudde preoq AFe(H Jsurede spuaw
| L0384 UOSSILILOD UByd aU} 'EO0Z 48G0000 «
'P3MB3s SeM INSME] OEHT SUf} LM pajsixa Jew
SBIULLIPI0 BIEYIA JBPUN PRIBPISUDD 5q 1aaloud sIy

Sisanbey Jspispasun Jaye pake|ap s| Buleal sygnd

8L JO UCRAURLOY BU) '£00Z Jaqualdag «
UBLULOIAR BU) PUE 5334 10 13l

[equajod S 10 8snedaq Waldojeaap alp 3sa30.d

. sdoquaisu ‘Buueay a1qnd e Buung 2002 Anf «

“R0A b B AQ ue)d 3daduod ayy panoinde

JUBWaERURW S3]BMULIDLS “AYSUSP INOAE SUIaIL0
aYdsap [eacdde SPUSLILOIRI UOISSILLLOD

Y1 308{0)d BSnouuma) JUn-G/ © o) uejd 1daduoa
© M UoIssiuwos ueid a% 0} SWInja) sopiajsadupn)
ue(] snqejuasardal SEPUQWE) :E00Z KR[N «
“AUsUSP $59] 15aNDaJ SIAGLIBLL UDISSIULIOD
-Ja)e umespuym si jesodoud 2y | “Aladoud

3L} UQ S3SNOLUMO) aAY P|iNg 0} UOISSILLLICT

. _.mmh_F_ON pue 3ulueldq ageia aLy o} jesodoud

e sBuLlq saloy a8puqie) 100z 19GoIdg
ST "8l0e Jad spun 21 o} dn
Jo} Auadoud au au0Z 0} pasapio ses aBE[A ay|
“wnasny £9)104] 43MY X0 4 33 JO tANDS
UD pue| Jo 8331 a108-7 T 2l JaA0 UIF|3 Ynog
JSUIRSE UOM BLI0IYD[EIN DUAQ JaUMD Kaddid Jet

* )nsMme| mmamﬁ € Ul 5100/ SY SBY ‘syn|g adplques)
* uswdo@asp 9SNOYUMO) S3WOH aBpliGuwes

aunaumy u_:@E._...._gmn. ‘

system. -

ges to the sewer

Joje| pIeoq age)A mﬁ ‘uonenasard sag pue

M_.m 8oy .

Derke
c hear-

o

Price said the publ
© ihg process became neces-

can submit
department

45 days to

, write a report and make a

s community

ge
nt

then will have

Village attorn

Residents
‘written comment about the' .

StOﬂI!WﬂtEl’ management

Thevilla
recommendation to the vil-

plans until 5 p.m. July 13.
lage board.

developme

sary because Cambridge
does not want to follow the
cotinty’s stormwater man-

agement ordinance.

the ordi-
quire a 2.5-
acre detentjon pond on the

property.

Otherwise, -

nance would re

2 aded ‘IDArENVD 998

- TIIBMILI0NS
ureiues o s Summe

. 31 J00§-G7 0] ~G[ ¥ plmyq pue

$3231) U1 B3> 0 ST IRpepIasug]
e daneiwasardal a3puques

- TSATH X0 33 1M JOOULI0D
pPram yeq sadid auafpadiod
Aysuap-yBry pumosrapun om
WMOP JayeMInIo)s SUnnel pesls

Jo same g7 Sumowa pipav

.01 spem radofeasp ayr -

1 10] WOOT 32U 0} LIMOP

PAIPUTIY TEI3ASS JE) LRI pUE
Uopsaducy oW ppe pmom

cueid ap pres oym scmﬂmﬂ

PES "aanewIoe B0 ayy - .

-t g BaTe UCNURAP ¥ 10 5330

N> 3Q 01 JARY pnom $aan -

- [¢ amnoy uo pauup)d jusuidopasq

Agreau uroyy. sisajord payreds
sey Juowdojasp  ayj,
WMSSNT 313 JO nos sn[ '1
2Inoy uo pue| furdols ‘papoom
30 5310 7T UO SISNOLLMO) £1

PIMy 01 feaoxdde preoq ageqma.

Paaladal Sey adpLQuIED
"PIeS I0[AB] , ‘UBISap s11

U1 SPIEpUR]S JUIWaSeue 1a)

“BMILIO}S 31) J39LH JUs30p pire

aenbapeut st wasds afeurerp
uzo)s  pasodord  ayg,
sgnig s8puque)

PUIYaq SURIL - JE  pEorer
uonElsucup sy 8Beurep

PIMO2 UORUDIAP JIRMIIIOIE
105 sreyd sp8puquren ey Sur
-reay onfqnd e 1e srergyo aBe(a
Joatred e pjoy "wmasTIL AU 10y
Ieauidua Jorys ‘so[AeL ydpey

. quamdoan
~ap asnoyumo) Jtum-¢, pasod

"-0id sewoy adpuqure)noqe

ABpsan], UOSSNISIP NP 0]
padum{ wmasny A301L 1RATH
X0J 9y Jo saAneiuasaidayg
NIDTE HINOS

: ajemorgn) Anmoy suey
AD0Y UV A

sowoiumo) pasodoad sano Aey

o=

48jua syuapisal ui3|3 ynog



197dod o) shep

27 Inoqe aye) Mmm 3aafoxd ap
Ples Uosuyof ‘paire)s asuQ

"paitrem sIag

-WIIUT Preoq [BIasas se ‘s10102

adueys o) ajqe aq 1jou M
14| urep ays pres ey 3ng

N0 puels

1 aew Lfjes1 03 wep ayp uo

STy way pue ussas uaamiaq

wep 10§ sjy3yy s

PUE 33p(1q o wg syrum Jydy
1EM-000'T 10} Spoay urep
81 YU a7 pres uosuyo(
195
U33q SeY aurawm oW Jey Ing
‘ITe§ AjTed 10 1atoums E.__.- jo pia
811 Aq pajejdwoa 3 loxd sy
atey o) sadoy ay pres Aqqrg
Sjurerdmos jo asnessq go
BT W pauwmy afema EL A

- 'P3paau uet Y] gontm
paurgs s1y8n ayy pue ssasoad
a2 ojur ind igdnoyy Fuy
-Jaamdis ap A1aa sem sy
‘Aqqig wif 1asmBus afeqa
0} Burproase g ‘ofe sread oz
neqe wep o 3y a3ewqA 9

‘18AUdN 3doad
wory sjurejdwes gaey jou
T a8erpa o pue warqoxd

——

aroxdde
S2H v_S\G@

B 30 10U pnom are[d a1 jem
0 padueLre aq-pmos 5y T 9y)

ples mosuyof “Sunaawr ajoym

a4} J0 39TWWNDD 530mMm I5E]
e Uostnjof 095 aaneluasardar
suonnjog Supysyy woly won
-Buasard e preay] precq oa.w
144
-readde s1owt wmoy o ayem
01 e da1sUadxauy AaAnE[RI

0029

p1eoq

2 axe s1u3y a1y pres TosIaNed
“Tead 1ad gog'oes Inode 57
PIes uosianeg] Arrey uetimeg
yorym 128pnq s,dnois won
~BIUTINEaq 91} JO N0 awwod m

1afoxd ays 1o Louows ayy
H9aM IXIU §PIq 10J It0 5303
10EQUOD 33 [N uMOoD] 5q 100

TiM 1500 3 3nq ‘g8 mat a1y

T0r 000'6¢ pue (Q0'sE UsaMIag

fed o) spoadya aleypa ayg
"WeP 3Y) Jydn-al o)
UQ])EPUSWITIODar §3a1UnIos
uoliesyunesq sy Huirordde
Aq umol amy dn uaiydrig
01 Jdam SIq) papiogp pleoq
aBena eroany yiroN EYAR

nepuafuey pmag Qg
NoirsnHO[ Nuof 2g

BIOINY YLION




=

‘ : "paproap
BSE HME mu@,swmﬁ.ﬂof

Ay} Iajaym Jo anssI SUIA[Isp-
-un ayy sIsgM LMoY TSI
g o1, Worq ss03 ases ayy

TISs22INsUn alam

JusIWoD J0] sAeurope Ianf

10 Eomuow yoeax 0) sHONE
‘pajou voturdo

1101 .:mm:nonw Teontod, sy

alam L3} Qg pue uos[Ie)

| se wonerre f11ed swes ay

paleys ays jeyy 10eJ oy} ajids
-ap .Quﬁow. 0] Surpro2oVy,,
‘payels uoruido

| ¥moo ayeadde rezepay ey , 'po

-JeaJa salaUBIBA 1) T[1) 0} pasu
OU Mmes TYD2I0D B} j0B] o1}
Aq pazodsiapun sI sqol asaipy
Jo Ay1Tenb rerjusssa-uou ay L,

«AITATIISUSS T2

-110d Surambax[aae] v 0) as0d,,
g pue uwospre) £q play

suonisod 91} Jey) S0UIPIAI OU -

pajussald peqy 1429105 papnyo
-uoo wwmuﬁn ayerradde aryg,
‘8002 YOI uT JuawSpn{ Lxew

-ums 10J UOTIOW JAT paruap AT -

-sodoad pet 31n0o Iomof oy Pue.

8UoIm sem TI2I09 papnpuc)
sodpnl o1y ‘oeayn ur sread
-dy Jo 1mo) 1moar) ‘S WL

- 8} £q uorurdo afed-or aypug
"000% T "93( Uo siq

ﬁrs vm.vEuﬁcu aInua} I8y
‘utewayy Jo ainseard | Je

PaAlas 451} asnedaq pire jsayaq

s £auiojye § 91E1S 91N} Je Suoly

-1sod [ USPITUCY I Sunjewrfor
-ﬁon pardnso m.noﬁmsm?ﬁ oMl .

saakojdwa 20140 s, Aawone

" 52165 AunoD duey omj Jo sBuly By}

-uo youdo unod 3ie||adde [esapag—

< P2ID3II 82UDIDA-

oy nf 0p paau ou

ams rasoy [Bopy] oy
1onf ay) fiq pasorstapun
81 sqofasayp fo fipyonb

~§:w§=e= .2?

Y} 181 pandie pey 1429105
- eyl  Surnjurod

‘nmwu: 00U -UT AJTUnurull parj

-Tenb 03 pefiniue Sem ays ‘Jmsal
E'se ‘pue suonj1sod fenuapIyuco

_Jo 3uryewfarjod aarjisuss pard
~NOD0 peY IS pue uosiye))

lel) spuncad uo [9al1 1MO)

WIS 8N eyt 1B jJusmBpn{

ATeurnums e J10] paysE 1§39305)

« UOT3097 [0007)
a} mﬁ.ﬂ% X9y BUTZTOTIID XaNa]
B SUNEMOI pue Swaoyine,,

- 10§ WIWS pawe[q os[e ayg

T auUnp
papua noa:mnmzm Yyl ‘esual
-1 me[ d9y Jo worsuadsns Ypuoun
-MoJ Jusdal -8y} 03 pa] Aqe

“NIUBAD JEL} SWAYIS HIBQYIIY -

® JO 866F UT WIETD STIOTITION] 18y

durpIelax uoljeuLIcyu] gursod

-X9 J0J UOS[Ie) poure[q sys
"000 I9qUISAON] UT UOLIIA[3 UM
0} U0 oM puUE (007 YOTEW Ul

’ EEEQ wredrqnday Aesm-aaxq

B Ul JUaqumoul ownduo] e

‘UUewaNY Pajesyep 199109

*$50(

1euLtoy arovy oaed Aeyy prod

-dns 1eonirjod- 10) UwOIIBIMEIAX
1 paryy axam L) SUTIATIE (003
JaquIasa(d ur 05eatyD) UL 1Imon
JOLNSIY "GN UT J9Y Pans ‘uuenr’
-9V plae(] Jossasapaiad m.Euﬁ
-00) Aq paaiy alam’ oym ‘IS
semioy], pue uospieD dimiyd
sI0)esnsaaur [erdads Jamloyg .
" "000% JaquIava( ut a1y
-J0 Y003 9YS Ja)Je MIS1; padyj ays
U3M SI0Je3TIS3ALT JITLI0] 0M)
Jo s1y3ux yasads sa13 9Y3 pare[o.’
-1 3US SUONESNIOE WOJ SUNW
SUI JOU SI 108109 3o ANV

- §,018)8 AJUNoY) auey eI UoIS

-I08P 1IN0Y I3MO] B PAULITIIE ABD
-59n,1, 3mod sfeadde Rauw& v

‘ u_m:.on_m:. Jeis m.:zn_.:.r. .
Aydesasd weinm Ag

[e11) Joy orq
'JUoS SI Jmsme],
mo@mo_%:o-mm

suLy uo _s&% momom Eo&ew

OYLIN

Wmunw\ \\N\ Z\ CUS&QQ ><ommzow__s © ¥00Z O£ AN



Nk ATy

.d Counties on soot m_ndwé
said a prelimin
,M”Mm.w_w showed that 243 coun-
ties in 22 states — EnEaEHWWm
Cook, Will, DuPage, H.Qbm. Lak
and McHenry counties — 0 iy
have to take m&&ﬁoﬂ& mea

called the need t0 reduce %H
bormne microscopic soot“th mﬂ we
single most important .mncomEH.
can take to make our air he;

sions because of Tespiratory of
cardiovascular nesses.

-

e cammmbineds

[ Baacor naws

> Electiomuatch
.+ . There will be w...ﬁmEmm 'n

" BBQ with Bonnie” fund-raiser
= . for Bonnie Lee Kunkel, candi-

m - date for Kane County Board
i=5-'on Aurora’s West Side, from 3

-

12+ to 6 p.m. July 10 at Aurora

G <. Cocktails, 29 W. New York St.,
‘[z- .. Aurora . .

ies " The event will include enter-

- I"+ 7 tainment by the Screaming Blue
-1~ *- Dogs, a barbecue, and Fantasy

-5 Auctions.

-+ Advance tickets are $20 per
[=-<% persomn, $35 per couple and $45

o

. w; per family. Add 85 after July 4.

...H.,oamnwmaonao::mmosuom:_
(630) 892-1277. .
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Fox Valley in 60 seconds »5ii erasd

Contract details revealed:

The new North Aurora adminis-
trator will receive an annual
salary of $72,000, with the same
benefits as other village employ-
ees and three weeks of vacation
time, village officials said Tues-
day. Sue McLaughlin, 39, will
begin July 1 with the village. The
village board voted on her
appointment earlier this month,
She leaves a village administrator
position in Byron. She replaces
Rob Nelis, who was fired in
August. He received a $92,500
annual salary. '

Gorecki suit continues:

A federal appeals court Thursday
denied Kane County State’s
Attorney Meg Gorecki’s request
to dismiss a lawsuit against her.

L

Justices in the Sevenith Circuit
Court of Appeals upheld the
lower court’s refusal to dismiss
the lawsuit filed by former state's
attorney investigators Phil Carl-
sonand T, R. Srnith in 2001. The
two men are seeking damages of
$1 million each. The men claim
they were fired because they
supported her election oppo-
nent and made allegations that
she participated in jobs-for-
favors. Gorecki claimed in court
papers that she had the right to
fire the men for political reasons
because their jobs were political-
ly based. The federal appellate
justices in their opinion said
Goreckd failed to prove that party
affiliation was an appropriate
requirement to perform their
duties in the office. The lawsuit

1

will return to the lower federal
courts for litigation.

Fares to increase:
Dial-A-Ride mini-bus fares in St.
Charles, Geneva and Geneva
Township will increase 25 cents a
ar for the next three years
eginning Sept. 1. In-town fares
will increase from $1.50 per tip
to $1.75. Rides between cities
will increase from $1.75 to $2. St.
Charles Township dropped Dial-
A-Ride service Jan. 1 due to bud-
get cuts, but officials there
promised to review the decision
on an annual basis. The door-to-
door service is available from 8
am. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday for senior citizens and
people with disabilities. For 2
ride, call (630) 584-5353.
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Kane County tests new online

signup system for jury duty

and fill out the form. - _ _
" The process was quick and easy, taking about |
" 10 minutes. (It would have taken less time, but

u Easing prooess. Potential jurors
can select the best date to serve

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — It used to be when it came to
serving on a jury in Kane County, you kept your
mouth shut and did what you were told.

If you got a summons for jury duty, you went

~where and when the letter said.

But a new system being tested allows for some

- negotiation in that process. = ) '

“With the old system, it was sort of like a draft
notice,” Doug Naughton, 16th Circuit Court
administrator, said Wednesday. “It was,
‘Greetings ... " .

But now, people getting notice from the Kane
County Jury Commission have a chance to pick

.whén they will serve. .
- And they have a choice of filling out the Juror

Qualification Questionnaire they get inthe mail .

and mailing it back, or just going online to take
- care of it. o '
‘Naughton told the County Board Judiciary
Committee giving people a chance to pick their
month to be called addresses 80 percent of the
problems his office runs into in scheduling
‘juries. _ '

- “In the past, people called and said they
couldn't serve this day because they would be
out of town, or on vacation,” he said. “They tried
to renegotiate.” R .

- Under.the new system, a person chooses a

“month that is most convenient. When actually
called for jury duty, théy can call the jury
commission, or they can go online, and pick
another day. - o - ' :
" “It is very user-friendly,” Naughton said.

" Rather than take his word for it, Naughton
passed out the Jury Qualification Questionnaires
pulled for each committee member, and even for

_members of the press who cover the meetings.

The “homework assignment” was to go online

]

this reporter answered two questions wrong and °

had to go back and answer them again.) -
The Web site is www.ijjuror.co.kane.il.us. The

first page is a greeting from Chief Judge Philip- -,
DiMarzio, who points out that fulfilling jury duty .
is “a tradition established under the United
. States.Constitution over 200 years ago.”

“Indeed, the right to a trial by an impartial jury

.of one's peers is an integral part of the

foundation of American democracy,” the
greeting points out. _

On the second page is a short explanation of
Kane County’s system, The county uses a one-day,
one-trial system, which means a person called to
jury duty serves for the duration of one trial if
selected to hear a case. But if the person has not
been selected to hear a case by the end of one day,
he is discharged from jury duty.

Names of potential jurofs are drawn randomly
from computerized voter registration lists, along

with driver’s license lists, on a weekly basis.
At the third page, a person has to type in their

juror ID number,-and their electronic signature.

Both are provided on the questionnaire that is- -

mailed to the potential juror’s home. o
. Bythe sixth page, it is time to fill out the
questionnaire. The questions are not too difficult
— not much tougher than filling in your-name.
The final part of the questionnaire asks which
month you want to serve, and then asks some

personal questions, such as race and occupation, *

that the questionnaire says are kept confidential.

People are advised not to try out the online form .

yet. Naughton said court officials are planning to
have the system up and running for real by
August,

That's barring any problems, which could -

happen. - o
Naughton told committee members Wednesday
officials were testing the system for two weeks,

“It was flawless,” he said. “So I went online -

this morning, and it didn’t work.”
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| BY PATRICK WALDRON

out the printed questionnaires, which

."-.,.'JYOu’.Ve got

| jury duty

Kane Counity testing out

P Herhud

It's as close to jury duty on demand that
the system might ever get.

_ Kane County court officials are in the final
stages of launching an online jury schedul-
ing program that could someday eliminate
the old'days of getting a summons in the
mail and having to rearrange everything to
do your ¢ivic duty.

Basically, it allows a resident to fill out a-
juror qualification questionnaire — sent t0
his or her home — through a county Web
site. As part of that online submission, the
person can ask for.an exemption from jury
duty or select a month when he or she can
serve.

“Just by asking you when it's best for you,
that removes 80 percent of our phone calls,”
said Doug Naughton, the county’s court
administrator. - ' '

To test the new setup, Naughton handed

Daily Herald Staff Writer

would normally be mailed, to members of
the county board’s judiciary committee
‘Wednesday so they could go to the county
Web site and submit the information.

_ *Is it user friendly?” Naughton asked the
committee, ‘ .
" To complete the process, a potential juror
can start at the county's Web site at
www.co.kane.il.us and click on the i-Juror
link or go directly to the jury home page at
www.ijuror.co.kane.il.us.

The jury site greets visitors with a mes-
sage from 16th Circuit Chief Judge Philip
DiMarzio. The note is brief and provides .
some basic historical context and instruc-
tions.

Next is another page from the county’s
jury commission explaining how the
county’s jury system works and a little bit
about what a juror can expect.

On the next page, the online qualification
process begins. It starts with submission of
the juror identification number, plus the
electronic signature that can be found on

* | the printed questionnaire sent to individual

See JURY on PAGE12
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"New jlll‘y selec‘hon
'process will use
online technology

~ ByTOM SCHLUETER
" ' Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — ‘A new.com-
puterized jury selection sys-
“temn should help potential ju-

“rors to complete and submit .

responses or reschedule Serv-
ice.

‘Court adrmmstrator

Douglas Naughton said jury.

summons still will be mailed,

but a potential juror will be

able to fill out and submit the

qualification que'stionnaire-

online.

“We'll stlll be’ maxlmg_

things out to the public, But
this gives them the'opporti-
nity to respond by e-mail,
save a stamp, save a trip to the
post office;” Naughton said.’

The iJuror program, in-
stalled by Judicial Systems
1. | Inc. of Tyler, Texas, is sched-

uled to be active by Aug. 1.

: In-addition to the ability to
respond to a summons, a po-
tential juror can -reschedule
his appearance by e-mail.

“You will getto pick a new
date, then you're stuck with
that date,” he said. -

The ability to request a
different date will cut down
on the number of calls com-
ing into the chief judge's of-
fice.

“By asking what date can
work for you, that eliminates
80 percent of the calls”

On the Net

- The jury selectlon

Web site
wilw.ijuror.co.kane.il.us.

* The site also can be
accessed from the county’s
home page at
www.co.kane.il.us.

Naughton said.

To .test the new system,
Naughton passed ocut phony
jury summonses to Judiciary

- Committee - members ‘Wed-

nesday. Each summons car-
ried a juror identification
number and electronic signa-
ture to be used in a trial run.

~“We want to know, is it
user friendly?” Naughton
said. .

County board members
whose names already were
being considered for jury duty
were assigned fake names.

Names of those selected
for jury duty come from voter
registration roles and the’
llinois Secretary of State’s dri-
ver's license rolls.

The county clerk often
purges names of voters who
have moved, which at the same
time removes the names from
the jury selection rolls. The sec--
retary of state keeps the names
of driver's license holders for-

" four years after the license ex-

pires, Naughton said.




Wllagé hears
ideas for Bolz
Road parcel

By NaoMY DiLLON
Daily Heruid Staff Writer

. Centrum Properties Inc. is
. still far from delivering a solid
. plan to Carpentersville officials
on what it'wants to do with a
- 20-acre parcel just south of Bolz
wN  Road. .
Q . The Chicago-based developer
. envisions homes that fold into
. the surrounding woods, requir-
ing a ereative eye in design and
. alenient hand on zoning laws, .
w "We just want 1o see if we're
maoving in the right direction,”
said representative John Green,
‘who on Tuesday presented a-
- proposal to the board that was,
50 preliminary it hasn't eves
been filed with the village yet. -
Centrum Properties- is
sounding a ot like Kiroball Hill
Management Co., which is in
the midst of trying to figure out
what it wants to do with Fox
. View Apartments — a govern- -
ment-subsidized housin
project just to the south an.
west of Centrum’s vacant lot.”
_The Rolling Meadows-based

[

Kimball Hill jssued a letter to fts |

" roughly 12,000 tenants last fall,
telling the commuinity it did not
.intend to renew its Section 8
contract with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urtban
Development when it expires
- Sept.30. . o ‘
Some residents were worried,.
others weren't, having received
similar notices in years prior.
-Indeed, the company
recently told village officials it
will extend its government con-
tract for another year, buying
more time to decide the fate of
. the 373-unit apartment com-
pound that, faitly or unfairly, is
considered the black eye of Car-
. pentersville,
. “We haven't determined what
* we're going to do yet,” said
Tracy Hill, president of Kimball
Hill Management and one of
reportedly 40 people who part-
nered to build Fox View
sometime in the 1970s.

“We go on a year-by-year
-renewal based on what makes
best sense for the partners,” Hill
said. Lo

With Centrum Properties
proposing a 33-unit housing
community that will not only fit
the surrounding landseape but .
‘the village’s long range plans,.
Trustee Nancy Moore wondered
if such ingenuity couldn't rub
off onineighbors,” o

'T think this development can
be a positive step with Fox
View," Moore said. “This might
be an enticement to Kimball
Hill”- -
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N. Aurora trustees
criticize proposed
townhouse plans

Number of units draws ijections

.

|
1

|

1
]
ot
i
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o
{

L - :
o cs Berman has said he would
: . e SCH@%&EF like the land 1o be preseryed_ .
 KaneGoumy™® as open space. ) .
— Trustee’ Max Herwig said

NORTH ~ AURORA
village Trustee Mike Hetlib f
does not object to townhouses
being built along the Fox

iver. : ]
RNE}:But he thinks 51 town- g o
houses are too many for a 4.9- SEEms &

y he had ‘mixed feelings about
he project. )

T feel that this type of .
project is probably the right
thing for the property, but jt
litde dght,” Herwig

acre site. 't disagree with sm%\'yﬂdh&m Dcer‘puintp_grt—
'tOWTihD?.l(;gS' 'occu%yihg' ‘the ner Richard Guerard said &

I considerable amount of
said.dur- -money has been spent to
mitteg clean upthesite. bea
£ theWhole meeting. © . "This wasntgmqgl t% uifd-
- tl—ferlihyand other trustees park or a _t:pmmertcn“m aild-
g e highond project

ndham wil bec a h- )

Deerpoint and R.A, Faganal whe u should have some

i tavia to demol: - i .
P‘lllﬂtlgsDolegpi?ry buildings - Village trus_ttie:‘s:retﬁ:sény:gt
g iy Fox o nox S spprored e EEnTL
mﬁgiol:vﬂ;l;ﬁs?emji]g.sl ul_)- velopment of the industrial
N The townhouses in the com%le);_IF district is not tied
proposed Riverwoods on the The

& townhouse project.
F:);édz?g%)%pmem would start m'd;“he area qualifies as a TIP
-a ,000.

L district based on several crite-
’ bui};lhfﬁ Sr?til ggﬁsan[:lls\::njg ria, including age; dilapida-

hold off on the ()lhe] fiv s tion, fescence and TIvV1-
e units + obso e

! il a decision 1 made on : Unmﬂntﬂl c]ean‘l.lp, said M k

unt Cl 5 T ai ike

\ -what to do with village hall Hotfman of Evanston-based

roperty. I just tl_link it is stil
{]do dense,” Herlihy

ing Wednesday's Com

]

[
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.
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iccioners had Teska Assaciates. )
l- rccgggeﬁdrg?lszf%%?gual of . 'gqtallprqzcr:fg::a;;; :::?:;11
i j j- cvelopm t
|- preliminary plans 0r}heprol }l;ebe 512-2 mcilllioar}. retsliui?lg
ect i ected real estal -
- eral trustees in an exp . .
\ obji?g;vg' fll:‘er nuinber of l:renlllent of about $280,000 an
ii town:llouse units being pro- nud 'H?u'-_- TIE dismct‘w%ﬁléld\zc
PP i in place for 10 years. -
.“Tgx‘ilxr': e,,htkzyaz:lreagea;clghr;gt vglgpers will atter;llpt tr% H;a;g
goo?sil’t degserve to be packed ket tﬁnd nsglgfoz%to E; ' e prop
in,” Trustee Dale Berman said. bythee
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- Jack Ryan-’s-pmbl?ems-l
~ hit Kane,too

It's not often I write about state or na-
tional issues, but I make an exception
when something or somcone on that level
has a direct impact on the local political
scene. The Jack Ryan mess certaindy quali-
fies, and the fallout could have a lasting -
effect on Kane County politics:

Unless you just emerged from a cave

© in Lower Slobavia, you ate no doubt .
aware of the troubles facing Ryan, the
Republican nominee for'U.S. Senate.
Claims made by his then-wife in their di-
vorce proceedings have been the staple of
the newspapers, talk shows and water

. cooler gossip for a fow days, and there’s na

- need to repeat the lutid details here. Ryan
claims that the stories are untrue, but that
hasnt stopped theix repetition, or the ;
damage to his candidacy and his party. -

- Local GOP leadersareonrecord as -
supporting Ryan, but that support is tepid
at best. More than one would sleep better.

_ if Ryan would pull the plug on his candi-
dacy and spare them the discomfort-of
publicly endorsing a man who's accused
of, shall we say, non-traditional marital
behavior. The problem for these GOP
honchos is, despite their brave “Whata
husband and wife do in their marriage is
no one's business,” statements, the truth

* is that neither they tior the local GOP can
be seén &s supporting someone the gen-.
eral public is beginning to regatd as

" strange. This s, after all, the party thathas
marched to the drumbeat of family values
for years. It justwouldn't do if the leader of
the band played a different tune,  *~

If Ryan does drop out of the Senate
race, the GOPwill have to pick a new can-
didate, and Kane County figures heavily in
that process. The two candidates who fin- -
ished second and third to Ryan, Jim- *
Oberweis and Steve Rauschenberger, are

- both Kane GOP heavyweights. Logic and
vote totals say one of them should get the
nod, but 1 wouldn't hold my breath that

. either factor would sway the boys in the
backrooms. ©. . '

They will be looking for a candidate
who, if they can't win, will at least notem-
barrass them in defeat. My assumption is
they'll pick some party-faithful pelitical
warhorse with solid name recognition.
Such'a move might make sense on paper, °
but it's sure to anger the voters who sup-
ported Oberweis or Rauschenberger and
likely will create serious rifts in the state
and Kane County GOP grganizations.

As1mentioned, Ryan has denied most
of the allegations, and he can stay in the
mce as long as he wants. True or not; the

divorce details have seriousty hurt his
campaign, Shd ] predict that he drops out
by the Fourth of July: Then the fireworks

really willbegin.

LR

- I have alittle question for Kane
County Treasurer Dave Rickert: Dave, last

_year when you were a candidate for chair-

tnan of the county board, youused
around $6,000 in county funds to pay for

“Aittke yellow sticky notes to be attached to

newspapers. The notes were reminders to
property owners that taxes were due, and

featured your name in nice bold letters.

At the time, you claimed that you
weren't using the notes for any political
purpose — such as getting your name out
to the electorate — but simply a public

service.

Well, Dave, here it is a year later. You're
no longer a candidate, but taxes are again
due. So where are the litte yellow sticiy

notes? Just asking. :
"nF.

My column itern Tuesday on thie selec-
tion process for Kane County undersheriff.

. had some unintentional omissjons, I left

the impression that East Dundee Police
Chief Joe Pena was the only one being

. considered for the job, but that isn't the
" whole story. While it's true that Pena is the -

most visible and politically connected of

~the aspirants for the position, there are

several other strong candidates, and they
come from within the shexiff’s office.

In fact, the mnood among the rank and
file is they would prefer the next undersh-
eriff to come from within the department,

rather than an outsider. They point out

that the job requires an intimate knowl-
edge of the workings of both the depart- -

_ment and of county politics; attributes’. -

ey're not sure Pena can bring to the job.
" They might be right, but the selection
coutd end up being mate of a political
choice than a-deserved reward to aloyal

. officer. Whatever choice Sheriff Ken

Ramsey rakes will cause him some prob- .
lems, If he picks Pena, he risks alienating
his own officers; if he stays inside, he's got
problems with those political forces who.
back Pena. ’
The safest thing for Ramsey might be -
to ignore politics and remember the wis-
dom in an old saying. It's the one that
goes, "You dance with the one that brung
you.” )
" Bill Page lives in St. Charles and

“writes about local issues on Tuesday and

Thursday. Cells and ¢-mails answered at
(630} 584-0809 wpage@mediawerks.org




ther to ask the

~ state Department of Natural Resources to
close the Fox River in Kane County to

gauge when deciding whe
boats.

- years, Bryant checked an Algonquin’

e

-Algongquin ﬂobc%ates- changed readings

L-24-04 Chronicle
used to determine flood stages on Fox River

County needs flood gauge sites

b

d

gates were used at Algonquin ani
dings changed

ther dramatically when the gates were in use,

But with this the first year that hew
See FLOOD, pége 2

, county director for the flood
maling it hard to tell if the area was at

flood stage, Bryant said.

,saidhe McHenry, the gauge rea

likely in South Elgin and

this summer to establish the

During the May flood and in pas't.

Don Bryant
_ Office of Emeérgency Management

" .will work with thé National Weal

. Kane County officials said they canniot _Service later
go through another flood without coming. official sitgs,

" §haw News Service

By ALLISON L. SMITH |

¥l

up with new flood gauge sites in the far * Montgomery.

lower Fox Rix{er.basm.
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T 2’@% Herald
Elgin approves terms

garbage transfer station

By ToM O’KONOWITZ
Daily Herald Staff Writer
-Elgin's city council again has

cleared the way for a garbage
transfer station to be built on the

southeast side, much to the

. dismay of at least one council
member. :
Ina4-2 voteWednesday night,
- with Juan Figueroa and Tom
Sandor dissenting, the city
council approved an agreement
setting the terms for Waste Man-
agement.of Illinois Inc. to run a
~ transfer station south of Bluff
City Boulevard and east of Gif-
fordRoad. - '
The city council still must

.hold public hearings on the -

matter before giving the project

" clearance, which is subject to .

state approval. Waste Manage-
ment wants to build a garbage
transfer station on 15 acres in an
* area that is very industrial, with
gravel mining operations and a
- massive auto salvage yard.
Two weeks ago, the Elgin
council tabled the matter for 90

days after Figueroa said it wasnt -

fair to allow Waste Management
to proceed with plans for a
transfer station after Midwest
Compost Inc. had already gotten
such clearance to build one in
the same area. But Mayor Ed
Schock argued the marketplace
should decide which company
gets the upper hand — not the
city council — as that’s the
American way. -

of {-

_ Wednesday night, however,
Councilman John Walters
removed the issue from the table
to be reconsidered, and
Figueroa resumed his argu-
ments. e
“This is not the American way,
Mr. Mayor," Figueroa said. “This
is the Waste Management way.*
The council agreed to recon- .
sider the issue after talk that
Waste Management might
decide to pursue building a

_ transfer station just 500 feet

south of the proposed site to fall
within the village of Bartlett's

‘Waste Management also
sweetened the deal, if its wansfer
station gets fina! approval, by
agreeing to cover the cost ofa
“spring cleanup” in which the

_ company would pick up for free

unlimited garbage from Elgin
residents. The program this year
cost taxpayers $60,000.

Waste Management also
agréed it would pay for-the
garbage containers residents put
outside theirhouses. . -

Waste Management officials
didn’t address the council

‘Wednesday night, but previously.

told the-council theyd take their
project elsewhere if the council
didn't back them. : _

Midwest Compost will have a
public hearing on its transfer
station proposal Aug. 30, and.
another for Waste Management
will be scheduled for some time
after Sept. 15.
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Board members study

~ committee

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chromcle o

GENEVA — Kane County'

Board members will examine
- ways to make its committee
structure more efficient.

~For -example, ' a- newly
formed panel whose goal is to

reduce jail crowding will gather
statistics from the criminal jus- |

tice system, which is ‘the
purview -of - the Jud1c1ary
Committee,

Some believe there would
bea duphcatron of efforts,

*“T see exciting things com-
ing out of that committee,” said
Judiciary Committee Chair-
man James Mitchell, R North
Aurora.

“That” commlttee to which
Mitchell was referring is the
Criminal Justice Coordinating
Committee,

Any realignment of .com-
Imittee structure will take a vote

of the full board to change the
county code. ,
The Criminal Justice

- Coordinating Committee has
been charged with putting to-
gether “a system bf manage-
ment information that will tie

all this . together,” said Jan

Carlson, R-Elburn. -
The state’s attorney, courts,

-public defender and circuit.

clerk report to the Judiciary
Committee.
from those offices also sit oz
‘the coordinating comumittee.

Talk of restructuring the
county board committee struc-
ture might be premature, said
Thomas Meadath, Democratic
candidate for county board
chairman.

“It seems a litile presump-

Representatives

structure

. t1ve," Meadathsa;d -

Meadath ‘faces Karen -
McConnaughay, R-5t. Charles,
for the post in the November
election. Carlson is
McConnaughay's campaign

" manager. .

Meadath sa1d talk to re-
structure the
county board
rules should

.wait . untl
after the élec- |
tion. -

- "1 think it

may be a lit-
i tle premature

—_ because

‘Mltchell Karen has
not been
elected yet,” he said.

Over the years there have
been informal talks of cutting ¢
back on the number of cormmit-
tees and the committee to which
offices and department report.

For example, the sheriff’s
office reports to the Public
Safety Committee about its po-
lice functions and the Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation
Committee for jail operations.

“1 think there's a need to re-
organize and reduce the num-
ber of comrmittees, generally,”
Carlson said.

Mitchell has appointed
Carlson and Caryl VanOver-
meiren, R-St. Charles, also a
member of the Judiciary
Comimittee, to study the func-

- tions of the committee and to

make a recommendation on
what should be and should riot
be under its jurisdiction.

.- “This is not coming from a
negative vein. Hopefully, we
can help with that transmon,”
VanOverme:ren said.
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AURORA TR 1By s €
Village to use ‘%zy
ethanol vehicles %

About50of Aurera’s city vehi-
cles sgon will be using an etha-

T r-lol-gasoiine mixture that will
- cut down on vehicle emissions |
and boost domestic ethanol pro-.|

duction.

Joseph Hopp, director of fleet
operations for the city, applied
for a regional alternative fuel
infrastructure grant more than
two years ago. The Chicago
Area Clean Cities Coalition ap-
proved Aurora’s application,
along with requests from Chica-
go, Downers Grove, North-
brook, Park Ridge, Winnetka, |
and the University of Hlinois at
Chicago. :

Aurora’s grant is for $39,717
and will allow the city to install
an above-ground, 2,500-gallon
fueling station at the central ga-
rage on North Broadway Ave-
nue. -

The city will pay $5,000 for in-
stallation and for Hopp's hours
as project manager The Gas
Technology Institute also will
cover about $5,000. .

“It's great to see this come
through,” Hopp said. “We'll be .
burning 85 percent domestic
product that’s a cleaner-burn-
ing fuel and a renewable re-
source.” )

Army Fischer Roth
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ealth officials urge

West N 11e precautlons

: “-Bysme Lord

'
.. ra.
J..
«

STAFF WRITER
GENEVA — Although four
dead birds found in Kane County

'have tested positive for the West
. = Nile virus, public health officials
- said it is hard to gauge what kmd

far this month. The .

- ficials from checkmg traps, cou-

pled with the sometimes cooler

- weather this year, might actually

keep mosquito breeding down.
But officials warned that, with

the heavy rains, people still need

to watch for standmg water. At

some pomt, the ram will stop, and

ofyearitwillbefor -~ c - the standing water
U7 the disease, | e il be left
., “The bottom line ‘Rggard[ggg ()f ZUML‘  “Regardless of
7 - 18 we're in the s .- what the weather
fourth year of the the weather 18, people is, people should
virus, the third year ' , . resume  what
«in Illiriois, and peo- Should resume what they've been
ple are unsure what Lo doing,” said Cindy
.- to expect,” said they've been doing.  Gross, a Health
.. Michael Isaacson, o o .. Department epi-
"~ {"of the Kane County .- (et 7id of standing demiologist. “Get
Health Depart- - v .- rid of standing
. ment. water; timit going  water; limit going
Health Depart- T T - outside; when you |.
ment_ofﬁc(iials this outszde when You do, weaﬂl;bug_repel- '
week told mem- lent with Deet.” .
bers of the County = 30, Wear bug repel- . 5] far, 27 xhvest
Board - Public . » . Nile cases have |,
27 Health Committee lent wzth Deet.” been contirmed o
' 'that a total of four irds in llinois, 13’
birds with the dis- CIll_dy Gross mosquito pools -
~ease were con-  Health Department have tested posi-
epidemiologist. tive for the virus, -

“and 17 of the

first was collected -

June 2 in Wayne. The other-three
were discovered about a week
ago in Geneva, Batavia and Auro-

Stﬂl no human cases of the dis-
ease have been reported. And
Fred Carlson, environmental
health dJ.I'ECtOl', ‘said the rainy sea-

: .. "son this spring has made it diffi-

cult to check the mosquito traps,
“We're not having the dry peri-
ods, which is interfering with our

- ablhty to collect mosqu:to

counts,” he said, .
Itis ironic that those hot dry pe-

o riods which normally follow heavy

rains in the spring and summer
are what help breed the mosqui-

.~ toes that carry West Nile. So, the
.- heavy rains which are keepmg of

state's 102 coun-

-ties are affected, said Tom

Schafer, a spokesman for the De-
partment of Public Health.

‘No humans in Illinois-have
been infected so far this year,
Schafer said Thursday. There
were 54 human cases and one
death last year;
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Walters said officials were
“tinkering with the market”
when they decided that Waste
Management should wait 90

decision be made.
, days to apply.
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in annual fces a

ible that
dto

if Waste Management had to
roval, the city

Then, if Midwest Compost

He said it was poss
wait, the company could take
its plan to another communi-
would lose the estimate

$600,000
transfer station is expecte

geherate.

failed to get app

ty.

up service, which cost thecity™ ™~ .

;1 $60,000 this year.

AT

d-

Tk W

‘ve gotten into a
¥

feedfromthe

ta vote on this,”
station, Waste Marnagement

Walters sald. “We are closing
a door when we shopldn't be

closing a door"
T

“We have

d,” he daid. )
Councilman Thomas San
“Now we
Along withthe

bidding war"” Sandor sald.

But Councilman Juan Fi-
| gueroa-said Waste ;Manage-
‘‘ment was setting the' deadline
;L.om a decision rather tham the

_clty “Idonot like feeling pres-

“and we are not on a level

playing field.”

has offered free spring clean-

. R

4 gure

{ oragreed.,. ., -
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2 New estimates: Joliet and

. BTAFF WRITER

Naperville also make list for

-most rapid populaﬁon gain

Bylhvel’am

[t Y,

) AURORA New U.S. Census Bureau .
estimates released Thursday show that Aurora

continttes to be one of the fastest-growing cities

in the country, outpacing even its own special

census conducted last year,
From Aptil 1, 2000, to July 1, 2003, Aurora’s
population increased 13.3 percent to 162,184,

. making-it the 14th fastest-growing large
. municipality in the United States. Th

e city was
ranked 13th last vear for the two-year period
since the last census and 18th in 2000, -

. A estimate from July 1, 2002, and July 1,
2003, shows that Aurora added 5,704 people in
one year, a 3.6 percent increase from the 2002
estimate. That makes Aurora the 17th fastest-
gmwmg municipality for that period.

A special census conducted last year
officially put Aurora’s population at 157,267, the
‘number the city now can use to collect revenue
from the state. The larger cstimate released
this week includes the entire city, while the
special cepsus only inctuded tracts in DuPage, -

' Kendai] and Will counties:

@ Aurora Mayor:David-Stover said-he wasi’t
urptiséd that the spdcial census number is
Wlready outdated

becailge the city.confinues td =

annex land and issue housing permits af a fapid .
Since Stover took office seven years ago, .
city has added 40,000 peaple and grown T

m 27 tg 40 square mlles_ I
'That doesn'tsurprise me,"” Stover Said of the
hew estimate. *1 think it's higher than that. [
hink we're actually closer to 170,000, )
¥ “There's no doubt you miss people doing a

ial census.” -
7 All the cmcsmﬂm']‘op 10 are in the western -
Tnited States or Florida. Joliet was listed as No.

R

¥

©, Turn to GROWTH, A2

T

Growth spurt

Here are the faslést growing U.S. -
cities with populations of more
than 100,000 and the rankings of

‘some llimois cities. The rankings

show population increase betwean
April 1, 2000, and July 1, 2003:.

1. Gilbert, Ariz. — 32.1 percent
2. North Las Vegas, Nev. — 25.1
percent . v
3. Henderson, Nav —225
percent

4. Chandler, Ariz. — 19.6 percant
5. Irvine, Calif. — 19.2 percent

6. Port St. Lucie, Fla. — 18.8
percent

7. Rancho Cucamonga Calif. —
18.7 percent

8. Fontana, Calif. —17. Spercent
9. Peorla, Ariz. — 17.4 percent

-10. Cape Coral, Fla. — 16.1

parcent

11. Joliet — 15.9 paercent .

14, Aurora — 13.3 percent

38B. Maperville — 7.4 percent
125. Springfield — 1.8 percent
149. Rockiord — 0.9 percent
174. Peoria — -0.1 percent
200. Chicago — -0.9 percent
Source; U.S. Census Bureau

GROWTH

From Page A1

10 last year but slipped one spot in

" the latest figures with a growth rate

of almost 16 percent. Naperville is
ranked at No, 38.

‘Aurora eontinues to keep a strong
hold on the title of secondHargest city
in Iinois behind Chicago. Rockford,
the No. 2 only four years ago, grew
Iess than 1 percent to 151,725 people.

‘The rankings reflect cities with a
population of more than 100,000.

Since the 2000 census, Aurora has
added more than 19,000 people. Joliet
has added almost 17,000 people dur-
ing that period to bring its total to
123,510, .

“There arc peoplé coming from
everywhere to live here — Chicago
and all other points;” said Joliet Mayor
Art Schultz. “We have good services,
and our taxes are low.”

According to experts, the number
of people in Joliet and Aurera should

continue to swell during the first hatf

of the century. By 2030, the popula

tion in Aurora is expected fo top

190,000, and Johiet is expected to sur-
140 000.

“What they both have aval]ah}e 0
them is land that they can annex and
develop,” said Marc Thomas, senior
planning analyst with the Northeast-
ern Qllinois Planning Commission.
“As long as they have the desire to
annex more land and develop it, then
they will continue to grow.”

Chicago, meanwhile, continues to
shrink. The new. estimates show
Chicago has Jost about 27,000 people
in three years. The city’s population is
now estimated to be 2,869,121. )

Houston, on the other hand, is

ing to take Chicago’s spot as

_the thirddargest city in the country.

The numbers show Houston added
56,057 residents in three years, a
jump-of about 3 percent. That city's
total population now stands at

-2,009,690.

NewYurk continued to be the na-
tion's most populous city, with 8.1 mil
lion residents. Los Angeles is second
maost populous at 3.8 million,
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The tower is plained to be built nextto Bulding E, -

cell or Internet providers, said Paul Rogowski, trans- ..
‘which is the new maintenance building.

making ventures. County officials could rent to
portation director.

put three platforms on it.

told the County Board's Transportation Committee . “:!

;ﬂday, they cgyuld build the new 160-foot tower and.

- One platform would take care of the county’s needs, - 3
~and tlilepcounty could rent the other.tiwo for money- -

- Officials said moving the.antennas and wirestoa -
" new location would cost $35,000. For 555,000, officials

“would require removing the antennas.

S

ild radio cell tower -

B0 7)

/

o

é - 5’9—0‘/ |

Kane to bu

Currently, the radio antennas are on ﬂ:'le water
tower at the complex. But officials plan significant re-

Transportation officials will use the tower for a pair
pair of the water tower in the ‘coming year, which

GENEVA — Kane County Transportation offic
plag fo0 build a new cell tower at the départment head-
of two-way radio antennas for voice communications,

quarters on Burlington Road, -
Officials also will put a new microwave dish there for a

countywide computer network.

By Steve Lord

. STAFF WRITER
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ay Orchard

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Witer

This month's string of heavy
rain caused significant flood-
ing along Orchard Road in
Aurcra and put the road's
reconstruction project three
weeks behind schedule, county
transportation officials said
Friday.

In one of the storms, 3.5
inches of rain dropped on the
.area in about five hours June
12 causing the lanes and a

- detention pond still being
excavated to flood. :

Despite the setback, the con-
tractors have told county
officials they intend to bring in
extra work crews to get things
back on schedule.

“I don't think there is any-
thing to get nervous about,”
said Paul Rogowski, director of
the county's transportation
division. :

Work on Orchard Road
between Prairie Street and
Indian Trail represents the
county’s largest construction

oad work

_ project this year. At a cost of

$13.5 million, one lane in each
direction is being added to the
2.2-mile stretch of road.

The job includes a complete
resurfacing, additional turn
lanes, intersection improve-
ments and three new traffic
lights.

Work started this spring and
is scheduled to finish by the
end of next summer. Rogowski
said if no additional delays
occur, the overall schedule
should hold, including the goal
of having the lanes built before
this winter.

Part of the construction pro-
ject includes building
additional storm water reten-
tion ponds to collect rainwater
running off the new road. Even
though the retention pond,
located south of Galena Boule-
vard, was not fully constructed
when the storms hit, the area
did hold millions of gallons of
water that county transporta-
tion officials say prevented
flooding in nearby residential
areas,
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BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Hernld Staff Writer

This month's string of heavy
rain caused significant flood-
ing along Orchard Road in
Aurora and put the road’s
reconstruction project three
weeks behind schedule, coun
Iransportation officials said
‘Friday. :

In one of the storms, 3.5
inches of rain dropped on the
area in about five hours June
12 causing the lanes and a

- detention pond still being
excavated to flood, :

Despite the setback, the con-
tractors 'have told county
officials they intend to bring in
extra work crews to get things
back on schedule.

“T don't think there is any-
thing to get nervous about,”
said Paul Rogowski, director of
the county’s transportation
division,

Work on Orchard Road
between Prairie Street and
Indian Trail represents the’
county’s largest construction

D Dl
‘ e‘ﬁly Orchalc:él

' project this year. At a cost of

- $13.5 million, one lane in each
direction is being added to the
2.2-mile stretch of road.

The job includes a complete
resurfacing, additional turn
lanes, intersection improve-
ments and three new traffic

ty lights.

- Work started this spring and
is scheduled to finish by the
‘end of next summer. Rogowski
said if no additional delays
occur, the overall schedule
should hold, including the goal
of having the lanes built before
this winter.

Part of the construction pro-
ject inciudes building
additional storm water reten-
tion ponds to collect rainwater
running off the new road. Even.
though the retention pond,
located south of Galena Boule-
vard, was not fully constructed
when the storms hit, the area
did hold millions of gallons of
water that county transporta-
tion officials say prevented
flooding in nearby residential
areas. :
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uild the new 160-foot toh

Officials.said moving the antennas and
new location would cost $35
told the County Board'

Friday, they could b

départment head-

Transportation officials will use the tower for a pair

Kane County Transportation officials
 of two-way radio antennas for voice communica

GENEVA —
plan to build a new cell tower at the

quarters on Burlington Road.

By Steve Lond

. STAFF WRITER

néeds, -
nionéy-

(i
S

put three platforms on it.

5

ty officials could rent to'Private
viders, said Paul Rogowski; trans-

cell or Internet pro

One platform would take care of the coun
portation director.

arid the county could rent the other two forn
~ The tower is planned to be built next to
which is the new maintenance building.

making ventures. Coun

tions.

Currently, the radio antennas are on the water-
tower at the complex. But officials plan sighificant re-
pair of the water tower in the coming year, which

Officials also will put a new microwave dish there fora

countywide computer network.
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S<curve work planned at same time

as repairs to Mill Creek bridge

" By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronjcle

GENEVA — Work on the
Randall Road S-curve safety
median is expected to begin
July 6. '

Drivers can expect traffic

- -delays and periodic lane clo-

sures.

“It’s going to impact traf-
fic, no doubt” Trans-
portation Director Paul
Rogowskd said. L
. Repairs to the Randall
Road bridge over Mill Creek
- south of Batavia will begin at
the same time, a project that
also will require the closure
of one lane in' each direc-
tion. .

The °~ bridge * work is

" scheduled to end Sept. 1.

The bridge requires drain
.replacements,  pavement
patching and guard rail

- palnting. - ’

The median is being in-
stalled on the S-curve north
of $t. Charles as part of a
_safety plan’ to prevent
crossover accidents. ..

;' The median will be 9'feet

“wide and 8 inches'tall. It will-
‘begin about a_glarter-mile !
- ‘morth of Red Haw Lane and |
| extend 1,400 fect to the .
"bridge over Ferson Creek. .

. To, fit the median within
, the existing right of Way, the

o

road’s 12-foot-wide lanes
will be reduced to 11 feet.
"Rogowski said the' 9-
inch-tall curbs will have 2-
“foot-wide bases, or “flags,”
extending out from the me-
dian, which will make the
inside lane a total of 13 feet
wide. - - '
"The outside lane has the
shoulder,” Rogowski said.
The county is installing
the median and other safety

improvements on the S-curve .

at the urging of the public in
the wake of several accidents.
Traffic studies have shown
that as many as 70 percent of
the drivers exceed the speed
limit in the area,

The §-curveisoh a hill, a

situation that traffic engi-
" neers call “combining geom-

etry. :
A 17-year-old gitl was
killed 1ast year while travel-
ing-through the section of
‘road during a rainstorm.

~ The speed limit has been
Jowered to 50 mph from 55
mph, and warning signs
have been placed in the ap-

" proaches to.the §-curve. | .
YEE(

PR
e e

s call for the’
tg drap.io 4b.mph aftel
edian {s,installed.

“Talsed its epforcemetit of flié
speed limit, including using
.Minois State Police planes.,

g

3 g T

' The, sheriffs office hds

A N

) L RIS R S

—

Local

‘Aurora Lake’ saves homes

‘“Without that, the houses probably

€

 Aurora storms

Aurora were hit especially hard. .
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that calls for developers to pay

Northern Kane

braces for growth
- &20-0Y Chrondle

250,000 more residents
. expected in area by 2030 . .

" "ByTOM SCHLUETER |
Kare County Chronicle

GENEVA — Officials from:
Kane County have been work-
ing with four north-end mu-
nicipalities to develop a trans-
portaton plan to accommo-
date growth for the next 30
years. A .

Assistant wansportation
director Thomas Rickert said
an. additional 250,000 people”
will live in northem Kane and
southern McHenry counties
by 2030 and traffic-counts on
existing roads could quadru-

ple. | C ) .
. The villages of Algonquin,
Huntley, Carpentersville and
Gilberts developed the plan

the lion=share of the improve-
ments. ‘

“They're "trying to get -

" ahead of the game, ahead of -

the developers,” Rickert said. |
“This area likely is one of the
fastest growing areas in the

" country”

- £

- able “as development occurs,”

Rickert said the improve:
ments wotild be driven by the
developments, and he could
not provide a timetable nor a-
cost estimate. - '

Those details will be avail-

hesaid:. - .
.- The plans came about as a

|- Tesult of an intergovernmental
.| -agreement between the four

villages.. Kane Cohnty is ex- -
pected to become a party to
the agreement in August.

.~ The plan ‘calls for
Longmeadow Parkway, the
proposed four-lane exterision
of the Bolz Road bridge, to
- meet Hunt-
ley Road at
Boyer Road;
the align-
ment of
Galagan
Road in
Kane to
£E connect
TR with an ex-
~ Rickert = tension of

C : Lakewood
Road in McHenry County; and
the “alignment of Kreutzer

NPT

'Road with Huntley.

- . The plan envisions a mini-
mum of seven new signal in-
tersections en Huntley and
Kreutzer roads. S

Although  the ~Long-
meadow regional bridge
would provide a way ‘across
the Fox River, the expected in-
flux of so many people will re-
quire the improvements even
if no bridge was planned.

-Traffic counts on Huntley
now are at about 15,000 vehi-
cles a day. In 30 years, that

_number is expected to climb tor

45,000 to 60,000 vehicles a day.

“You're going to need this
with or without a bridge”
Rickert said. ’

?" \‘ §



@7 Chrocle .

| Thanks to all who .
helped Schindlbeck ;

. To the Editor: N

- For all you did in our time of .
grief, Twould like to express our )
deepest gratification and appreci-
ation on behalf of the family of

Daniel Schindlbeck and themen -~ |

and women of the Kane County
Sheriff’s Office, . o
We want to extend a special

thank you to the highly skilled pro-.

fessionals at Provena Mercy -

Hospital in Aurora. From the direc- *

tors, nurses and technicians, to
everyone we had contact with, we -
were dealt with with sincerity and
professionalism of the highest de-
gree and for this, we will alwa_lys be

- grateful. &

A special thanks to thelawen-
forcement community for their
outpouring of support, aswellas -
to the media for theii'caring cover- -
age. Especially to the Kane County
Chronicle and the Daily Herald for

* showing their respect and courtesy

“of requesting permission to cover

. thefuneral even though they did-

n'thave to,

The magnificent response
from area fire departments espe-
cially Batavia, North Aurora and
the Aurora Fire Department is
greatly appreciated. |

Wewanttoextendanextra
special expression of appreciation
for the exceptionally high level of
professionalism shown by the
members of the Kane County
Sheriff's Office,

. Qur deepest gratitude to all the
wonderful people at Dieterle's
Funeral Home for the love and
care expressed. )

An extra statement of gratitude
to retired Kane County Sgt. John

Stoffa for his Herculean efforts in
planning and executing such a sin-
gular funeral, g _ ‘

Kenneth R. Ramsey
Kane County Sheriff _

. i
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Randall S-curve project -

scheduled to begin July 6

BY PATRICK WALDRON -
Daily Herald Staff Writer

The latest set of lane closures
along Randall Road could start
in less than two weeks with the
construction of a new center
median along the road’s so-

‘called S-curve in §t. Charles
Township.

Work is scheduled to begin
July 6 and county transportia-
ton officials said drivers should
€xpect to see periodic day-long
lane closures throughout the

{ Project, expected to last four to

six weeks, ,
“It’s going to impact traffic’
there is no doubt,” said Paul
Rogowski, director of the
county’s transportation divi.
sion. .
Crews will instal] a 1,400-
foot-long median on Randall
Road, roughly between the
Ferson Creek bridge and Red
| Haw Lane, designed to stop

vehicles from Crossing over into
oncoming traffic, :
The project was pitched as a
major safety improvement in
the S-curve that has been the
scene of several accidents
including one head-on crash in
November that killed a St.
Charles North High School
senior.

Following that incident, sev-
eral residents anq North
students began pressuring

county officials to improve -

safety along that stretch of Rap-
dall Road. Stepped-up traffic
enforcement from the Kane
County Sheriff’s Office, a lower
speed limit and the new median
are the highlights of the county
safety improvements.

he median wili be g feet
wide and 9 inches tall. Jts con-
struction will reduce the lanes
on that part of Randall from 12
feet to 11 feet. It will cost
$186,000. :
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Rain delays Orch

rd Road

project

. By Steve Lord by July. Orchard was flooded from the new highway will cause.
STAFF WRITER “(The contractor) will put on about Galena Roulevard to Ashby The road is being widened to
extra crews to make up the differ-  Street. A portign of the existing  four lanes from two lanes, which
GENEVA — The heavy rain ence,” Rogowski said Friday to road was covered by about 3 feet  will increase storm Tunoff.
that flooded Orchard Road on Aw-  the County Board Transportation  of water. Kuhn workers, along Rogowski repeated what offi-
rora’s West Side on June 11 has Committee. with workers from KDOT and 3]s said two weeks ago: Without

get the widening and repaving

project back about three weeks.

/AL

o,

'Records

/

=)

But Paul Rogowski, Kane
County transportation director,
said officials plan to get the pro-
ject's timeline back on track,
maybe even by the first mile-
stone, which is to have tempérary
traffic signals and a northbound
roadway embankment finished

. Rogowski warned committee
members that the catchup work
will add to the cost of the project.
Contractor Harry W. Kuhn al-
ready used extra workers to deal
with the about 3.5 inches of rain
dumped on Orchard Road in
about five hours on that June 11
Friday night, and the next Satur-
1& morning. -

the city of Aurora, worked to get
the road open by 4 p.m. that Sat-
urday, thanks in part to the new
Aurora Lake,

Aurora Lake is what KDOT off-
cials call a new detention basin ex-
cavated along that section of the
road. .
The project includes detention

"basins to accommodate runoff that

Aurora Lake, homeowners in
Cherry Hill and Lakeside Sans

Seuci who had water in their -

yards probably would have had
water in their houses.

“It worked,” he said.

The Orchard Road project,
which started in March, is due to
be finished in June 2005.
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Panel recommends keeping
Kane jail medical service

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

. GENEVA — Despite concerns Kane
County has been overcharged, a Kane
- County Board committee Thursday recom-
mended staying with the company that has
been providing medical services to the

. Kane County jail.
. The Correction and Rehabilitation Com-
mittee recommended staying with the
company Wexford through November, but
committee members also endorsed look-
ing at the situation again to see if they
would stay with Wexford through Novem-

© bér 2005.

séntatives from the Kane County sheriffs
office negotiated with Wexford to lower its
costs. :

r“] felt, after sitting in on several of the
meetings, that the level of cooperation was
there with Wexford,” said Corrections
Chairman Karen McConnaughay, R-St.
Charles. She added that, although county
officials have had questions about their
prices, Wexford has been “a good
provider” of medical services. _

~The motion to retain Wexford, at least for
the next 5-1/2 months, came from board
Ir}énlber Jan Carlson, R-Elburn, even though

he has been outspoken about the costs.

“It's obvious we've been grossly over-
charged,” he said.

The board has been looking into the
possibility of a new medical service
provider to cut down on the about $1.3 mil-
lion contract it has with Wexford., Com-
mander of Administration James McCurry
said the county already has run about
$120,000 over that contract price this fiscal -
year. .

Committee members were more in-«
clined to consider keeping Wexford after -
McCurry said he was able to négotiate
lower increases that are contained in the

, - contract. :
The recommendation came after repre- -

He said he was able to get a planned in-
crease of 7.5 percent for the rest of this
year down to 6 percent, and a proposed 6
percent increase Yor the 2005 fiscal year
knocked down to 4.5 percent. '

He also got Wexford to agree to-other.
items county officials asked about, includ-
ing more accountability with the hours it
spends at the jail. '

McCurry added that, when officials get
an audit of costs from Wexford at the end
of the fiscal year, he will go over the items
with the state's attorney’s office to see if
there are areas the county can recover
some costs from Wexdord.
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250 000 more residents
expected in area by 2030 .

By TOM SCI-H.,UE'I'ER
Karie County Chronicle

" GENEVA — Officials from.

Kane County have been-work-"
-ing with four north-end mu-
nicipalities to develop a trans-
ponauon plan to. accommo-
"date growth for the next 30
! years.

Assxstant transportauon
_ director Thomas Rickert said
" an. additional 250,000 people”
will live in northern Kane and
southemn McHenry counties
by. 2030 and traffic-counts on
- existing 1oads could guadru-
“.ple;

The villages of Algonqum. _

{ Huntley, Carpentersville and
" Gilberts developed the plan

_that calls for developers to pay

- the lmn-share of the improve-
" ments.

. “'I'heyre ‘wying to get -

' ahead of the game, ahead of

£ .

 the:developers,”. Rickert said.
“This area likely is one of the
 fastest growmg areas in the

° country.

Rickert said the 1mpmve—

" ments wotld be driven by the

developments, and he could
not provide a, umetable nor a’
_ costestimate.

Those detaﬂSWﬂl be avail-

- “able “as development occurs,
“he said..

- The pIans came about asa

"result of an intergovernmental

‘ ‘;agreement between the four

vﬂages Kane Ccl’tmty Is ex-
pected to become a party to
the agreement in August.

_The -plan ‘calls for
Longmeadow Parkway, the
proposed four-lane extension
of the Bo]z. Road bridge, to

=] meet Hunt-
ley Road at .
Boyer Road;
the align-
B ment of
| Galagan -
Road in
Kane 10
connect
with an ex-
- tension of -
Lakewood
Roadm McHenry County; and

Rickel'r't g

‘the “alignment of Krentzer

oad with I-Iuntley

. The plan envisions a mini-
mumn of seven new signal in-
.tersections on Huntley and
-Kreutzer roads.

Although  the LOng—
‘meadow regional  bridge
would provide. a way ‘across
the Fox River, the expected in-
flux of so many people will fe- -
quire the improvements even
if no bridge was planned.

~Traffic counts on Huntley
now are at about 15,000 vehie
cles a day. In 30 years, that

_pumberis expected to climb tor

45,000 to 60,000 vehicles a day.

“You're going to need this
with or without a bndge,
R1ckert sald
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Randall

Road

construction_

to causg

dela. 'S

S-curve work planned at same time
as repatrs to Mill Creek bndge

By TOM SCI_{LUEI'E'R
Kane County Chronicie

' GENEVA — Work on the
Randall Road S-curve safety
median is expected to begin
July 6. .
Drlvers can expect traffic
- -delays and periodic lane cla-

sures.
“It’s going to impact traf-

fic, no doubt”™ Trans-
portaton Director Paul
Rogowsk safd.

. Repairs to the Randall
Road bridge over Mill Creek
south of Ratavia will begin at
the same time, a project that
also will require the closure
of one lane in’ each direc-
don.

The " bridge * work

' scheduledto end Sept. 1.

The bridge requires drain

.replacemems. pavement
patching and guard rail

. palntmg .

The median is being in-
stalled on the S-curve north
of St Charles as part of a

_safety plan’ to prevent
crussoveracudents. .

is

.........

.!hegm about a. q'ﬁart

bndge over Ferson Creek.
To, ﬁt t.he median. ml.hm

ihe exlstmg rightxofway. the

" The median will be BIfeet "
chies tall. I ;.Wl-u'

road 12-foot-w1de 1anes
will be reduced to 11 feet.

" Rogowski g$aid the- 9-
Jnch-tali curbs will have 2~
foot-wide bases, or "flags,”
extending out from the me-
dian, which will make the
inside lane a total of 13 feet
wide. - -

“The outside !ane has the
shoulder,” Rogowski said.

The county is installing
the median and other safety
improvements on the S-curve.
at the urging of the publicin
the wake of several accidents.
Traffic studies have ‘shown
that as tmany as 70 percent of
the drivers exceed the speed
limitin the area.

. The S-citrve is of ahill, a i
situation that traffic engi-
neers call "combining geom-
etry.”

A 17-year-old gxxl was
killed ast year while travet-
ing-through the section of

“road during a rainstorm.

The speed limit has been
lowered to 50 mph from 55
mph, and waming signs
have been placed in the ap-
proaches to the §-curve.

1 ‘.?la.ns call ‘for ‘the speed
tfo drop'to 45 mph after -
1 _edna.nis installed. : .
The,\leanf s, ofﬁce Hias ©

“aited its enforcemen! of} ftie
speed, lmpﬂlmcludm 1ising
: Pohce pla.nes
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Lake’ saves homes

e.

KANE COUNTY CHRONKCLE
arecord 16inchesof Kuhn, told KDOT that extra Crews wo

duled to be open for traffic by

wski gald the June storm left the
the end of the year.

'.Auro'l;a storms =
« July 16, 1996, storm dimped between - -
16 inches to 21 inches of rain in 24 hours

saturated and put the project

to flood houses.

ks behind schedule., |
awski said the four-lane section

—

(giO

widened from two to four three weel
' However, the contractor,

Bo
. Rog
- still is sche:

« June 12'storm dumped 34 incties in.
five hours. Detention basin prevents .

: "The construction probably saved a flooding repeat.

lot of hornes,” he said.

Indian Trail, -

heurs. One rain  be put to work to bring the projett back

Aurora water treatrnent on Schedule,

y tegistered 21 inches,

. Neighborhoods on the west side of

Aurorawere hit especially hard, -

““Without that, the houses piobably

would have taken a lot of water,” said
Otchiard Road, which' serves. as the
main north-south artery in southem groun

Kane, is being
es from Prairie Street to

re basin “Aurora Lake.”
"On July 16, 1996,
ain fell in Aurora in'24

ant unofficiall

of Transportation have dubbed the 10-
auge at the

Kane .County Transportation, Director

» ing PaulR K, - O
h.‘?uses_ from fi Ioodmg . Wo(:ﬁg::sat‘chelcahe County Division

acl

saved some pl

Local

, a detention basin just
art of the Orchard Road g

ct might have
omes from being flooded

s p
ée

1

.urora

b -

K¥ane County Chronicle

TQ

" By TOM SCHLUETER

Basirnprevents

- GENEVA — A June 12 storm dumped
Coincidentally,

3.5 inches of rain in five hours on asec-

7

. tion of Aurora that was swamped during  lan

the July 1996 fload.
cormpleted as
widening p

of the same
again,




Rains ¢ e_Fay Orc

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer '

This month's string of heavy
rain caused significant flood-
ing along Orchard Road in
Aurora and put the road’s
feconstruction project three
weeks behind schedule, coun

Friday. , _

In one of the storms, 3.5
inches of rain dropped on the
-area in about five hours June
12 causing the lanes and a

- detention pond stil] being
excavated to flood. :

Despite the setback, the con-
tractors have told county
officials they intend to bring in
extra work crews to get things
back on schedule.

“I don't think there is any-
thing to get nervous about,”
said Paul Rogowski, director of
the county’s transportation
division. '

. Work on Orchard Road
between Prairie Street and
Indian Trail represents the
county’s largest construction

AT

work

' project this year. At a cost of
. $13.5 million, one lane in each

direction is being added to the
2.2-mile stretch of road. .
Thie job includes a complete
resurfacing, additional turn
lanes, intersection imp¥ove-
ments and three new traffic

ty lights.

transportation officials said .

Work started this spring and

is scheduled to finish by the
‘end of next summer Rogowski
said if no additional delays
occui, the overall schedule
should hold, including the %oal
of having the lanes built before
this winter.

Part of the construction pro- -

ject  includes building

additional storm water reten- -

tion ponds to collect rainwater
running off the new road. Even.
though the retention pond,
Iocated south of Galena Boule-
vard, was not fully constructed
when the storms hit, the area
did hold millions of gallons of
water that county transporta-
tion officials say prevented
flooding in nearby residential
areas.
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| Kane to build radio cell -;toWe

" new location would cost $35,000. For §55,000,- officials .;
told the County Board’s Transportation Co

toa

wires

“would require removing the antennas.
Officials said moving the antennas and

By Steve Lond
STAFF WRITER

Kane County TranSportaiﬁdn officials

plan to build a new cell tower at the départment head-

quarters on Burlington Road.”

GENEVA —

Friday, they could build the new 160-foot to

put three platforins on it.

w3 50
cg .;'E i ’%}.g
BpSat

Y bé‘ 15;

X

-
sar

ds,

planned to be built next to Building E,

ar, which  which is the new maintenance building. -

f the water tower in the coming ye

One platform would take care of the coun
- arid the county could rent the other two

cell or Internet providers, said Paul Rogowski; M& i
The tower is

making ventures. County officials could
portation director.

tions.

* of two-way radio antennas for voice communica
Currently, the radio antennas are on the water:

tower at the complex. But officials plan sighificant re- .

Transportation officials will use the tower for a pair
pair o

Officials also will put a new microwave dish there for a

countywide computer networlc



Dog clu
‘on forest

ByTOM SCHLUETER
" KaneCounty Chronicle

GENEVA — When Emily
Schiweitzer bequeathed her
* property to the Kane County
. Forest Preserve, a condition
was that part of the property
be used for dogs. .
The bequest was two
Kears ago, and its-fulfillment
as not been easy. The 160-
acre property on Route 72 in
Dundee Township contained
. @ home," kennels and barn
- that the district did not want
to maintain. - » 4
- What was needed was a
oup to take responsibility
or the buildings at no cost to

- thetaxpayers. It now appears

~the search might bé-over. -
Représentatives of the
-CarDunAl  Obedience Dog
Training Club on Thursday
told members of the district’s
Utlization Committee that
they wanted a long-term
lease to operate their classes
" out of the Schweitzer barn. _
- “We'll see what we can
I work out,” said Barbara

wants to
preserve

Lepke of Wayne, one of the
club’s board members,

Committee Chdirman Jan .

Carlson said district staff

members must negotiate an --

agreement with. the club be-
fore commissiotiers can for-
‘mally approve of the use.
“We need -to sit down
with staff to come up with
specificrecommendations to
bring back to the committee

and commission,” Carlson.

said. - .
Dotting the “Is” and

crossing the “Ts” seem to be -

all that is standing in the way.

Committee members were

enthusiastic with the idea,
“This is exactly what

we've been looking for,” said |

ComnﬁssionerDarﬂelWa]ter,
R-South Elgin. “It makes ap-
propriate use of that prop-
erty. CarDunAl has a great
reputation.”

.. Schweitzer raised prize-
winning Irish setters, but she
had no heirs to take the
Jproperty. She wanted the
land to remain as open
space, but she also wanted

host classes

property

her legacy to benefit the ca-
nine community,

In a report issued earlier
this . year, the district’s’
Operations’ Director Mike
Holan recommended that the
buildings on the Schweitzer
property be demolished.

The committee rejected -
Holan's plan in the hopes
that some organization
would come along and take
over: . _

- “We're ecstatic. ‘We've
been looking for someone
who would pursue this area,” -
said Barbara Wojnicki, R-St.

_ Charles.

The club began in 1963
and currently operates out of
e Simpson  Electric
Building; a factory on the -

Club member Kathy
Reiland said they were hop-
ing for a 30-year lease. The
club’s plan is to renovate the
barn, and it is willing to.in-
vest “$100,000-plus.”

“We have the funds, so it
would be at no cost to the
taxpayers,” Reiland said.

- north side of Elgin.




| jSix counties in60 s

Oasis gas station open:‘

“The Lincoln Oasis now has

gasolihe available for north-
and southbound motorists

:using the Tri-State Tollway {I-

80/294) near South Holland, but
its over-the-road restaurants

must wait till next year. The Illi- .
nois State Toll Highway system’s

seven oases are being rebuiltin -

2 $94 million project that is part

. of a25-year partmership with

Wilton Partners and ExxonMo-
bil. Information on the _
construction schedules and
availability of services is listed in
the “QOases” page on the Toll-
way’s Web site,
www.illinoistollway.com. The
seven Illinois Tollway Oases
include Belvidere andDes
Plaines on the Northwest Toll-
way (1-90); Hinsdale, Lake
Forest and O'Hare on the Tri-
State (I-294); and DeKalbon the
East-West Tollway (I-88).

No human West Nile cases:

The number of confirmed cases
of West Nile virus in Illinois

birds has increased more than
fivefold since June 1, butit’s dif-
ficult to predict whether the
state will see a major outbreak
of thie mosquito-borne iliness
this summer, state health offi-
cials said Thursday. So far, 27 -
West Nile ¢ases have been con-
firmed in birds in [linois, 13 -
mosquito pools have tested
positive for the virus, and 17 of
the state’s 102 counties are
affected, said. Tom Schafer, a
spokesman for the Department
of Public Health. No humans in
Tllinois have been infected so far
this year, Schafer said. There
were 54 human cases and one
death from West Nile last year.

Chief Niniwek remains:

Chief Illiniwek will continue to
perform at University of llinois
football and basketball games
— for now. The school’s board of
trustees on Thursday rebuffed
an attempt to retire the mascot

-and instead adopted a resolu- -

tion seeking a “consensus
conclusion” to the long debate

LT D
econds

over whether the Chief honors
American Indians or is a racist,
degrading stereotype. The reso-
lution does not define the term
“consensus conclusion.”

Man gets another 13 years:

A man already serving a 13-year
sentence in Illinois for hiding
botiles of cyanide in Chicago
train tunnels was sentenced in
Wisconsin Thursday to nearly
21 years for also vandalizing
utility equipment and causing
dozens of power outages there.
U.S. District Judge Lynn Adel-
man sentenced Joseph
Konopka, 27, formerly of
Hobart, Wis., in Brown County,
for six federal crimes, including
arson, software piracy, destruc-
tion of property and vandalism.
He is to serve the first nearly 11
years of the new sentence at the
same time he finishes his 13-
year prison term from Illinois.
In all, he is to serve about 23
years in prison along with five
years of supervised release-in
Hlinois. ., [N
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B Forest district barn may get tenant

Dog trainers may
use estate building

By William Presecky

Tribune staff reporter

Less than two weeks after

Kane County Forest Preserve
District officials acted to stave
off demoliticn of a cluster of
buildings on the former
Schweitzer estate in Dundee
Township, they are hopeful that
a potential tenant has surfaced
to save at jeast one main struc-
ture. :
In keeping with Emily
Schweitzer’s wishes that her
160-acre estate ‘remain open
‘space and a portion be used for
dogs, district officials opened
talks Thursday with Car-Dun-
Al Obedience Dog Training
Club Inc. over a possible lease
|| for the main barn. '

Schweitzer, 89, died in 2001, 11
-years after donating her estate,
which included a main house, a
caretaker’s house, kennels,

barns and assorted  sheds.

Schweitzer, a breeder of Irish
setters, bred more than 23 cham-
pionship dogs. .

In addition to the 22-acre
homestead, where the buildings
are clustered, the Schweitzer es-

‘This is exagtly what
we’ve been looking for
and an appropriate use
of that property.’

—Dan Walter, Kane County Forest
Preserve District Board member

tate, at Minois Highway 72 east
of Randall Road, has nak forests,

cropland, hay meadows and

marshes.

Representatives of Car-Dun-
Al, which stands for Carpen-
tersville, Dundee, Algonquin,
told the Forest Preserve Com-
mission's Utilization Commit-
tee that recent news reports of
the buildings' possible demoli-
ticn and the district’s unsuc-
cessful search for a tenant had

prompted the inguiry.

The non-profit club, founded
in 1963, trains about 500 dogs
and dog owners a year through
an assortment of courses, ac-
cording to 20-year trainer Penny
Kurz of Schaumburg. The group
isusingrented space inaformer
industrial building in Elgin,
said Car-Dun-Al board member
Kathy Reiland.

Jan Carlson (R-Elburn),
c¢hairman of the TUtilization
Committee, authorized district
staff to work with the group to
draft a formal proposal for use
and expansion of the barn.-

Considering the district had
nearly given up hope of finding
any suitable, well-financed ten-
ant for the Schweitzer home-
stead, the surprise emergence of
the training club was roundly
heralded by officials.

“] welcome this enthusiasti-
cally. This club has a great repu-
tation,” said committee mem-
ber Dan Walter (R-South Elgin).
“This is exactly what we've
been looking for and an appro-
priate use of that property.”
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County wants
your thoughts
on new land
use plan

, The guide to keepirig garages

1o the east and farm fields to
the west in Kane County went
public this week, and the
people who wrote it want to
know what everyone thinks.
Officially, it’s called the 2030
Land
Resource )
Management .
Plan and is;
filled with
company
phrases like

“critical
growth area”

: % and “urban
Patrick Waldron coIrricl-c:_lr." .
. Kane County nside the

275-page
book you'll

find a collection of maps and
words breaking down the
county’s farms, water supplies,
subdivisions, roads, landmarks
and municipal boundaries.

But at its core, the 2030 plan
as most call it, seeks to outline
the best way to keep half the
county’s land as neighbor-
hoods and homes, while
keeping the other half open
space — be it farms, forest pre-
serves or parks.

This 2030 plan is the sequel

to the celebrated 2020 Land |-

Resource Management Plan
which was approved by the
Kane County Board in 1996,

From here the new version
becomes the subject of “an
intense public review process,”
said Sam Santell, the county's
planning director.

Three public meetings have

" been scheduled for residents to

view and ask questions about
the latest draft. '

The first is set for 7 p.m. June |

29 at Dundee Middle School,
37W450 Route 72 in Dundee
Township. The second is at 7
p.m. July 13 at Geneva High
School, 416 McKinley Ave.,
Geneva, followed by the final
meeting at 7 p.m. July 14 in
Room 147 of Bodie Hall at
Waubonsee Community Col-
lege in Sugar Grove.

For information, call the |

Kane Conntv develanment

bt e ot F o Lo =]
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No short culs: The 2030 plan’s
public hearings won't be the
end of the line for discussion |.
on the matter. ’
County development offi-
cials want to be sure the 26
members of the county board
get a good education in the

- plan as well. That notion left |

them requesting a special
meeting of the board'’s devel-
opment committee.

At that moment earlier this
week, board member Jan Carl-
son, an Elburn Republican,
chimed in with a suggestion
that no doubt many others
were thinking — can we just
have one meeting on this for a
change?

It was a lighthearted jab at
what is typical of county board
policy.

Most of the time, if not ail of
the time, an issue first goesto a
seven-member committee for
debate, then on to the execu-
tive committee for another
debate and then to the full
board for more debate and
ultimately approval or rejec-
tion.

“I hear the same arguments
raised at committee, at execu-
tive and at the final county
board,” Carlson said.

He was simply trying teo
streamline the process and
looking for another way to
explore the 2030 plan without

. having the same talk three

times, he said. :

A valiant idea, perhaps, but
can it happen?’

“I don't think there is
another way,” said Cathy Hurl-
but, the development
committee chaioman. )

In other words, the system is

* what it is. -

* Patrick Waldron covers Kane
County government and poli-
tics. To contact hirn, call (630)
587-8632 or send e-mail to
pwaldron@dailyheraid.com. .




L Our Viewpoint
A life or death decision
“There was M gggh Gorecki made the ‘ alge. But p%]éce t[‘all‘)]:llgf is very
. < right decisionnotto  clear: an ofnicer in a defensive
nothing officer pursue criminal position must create space '
YateS could | .chargesagainst a Genevapo- between himself and any at-
. have done li}r;e of_ﬁceltr in\_rolvetc}I inafatal  tacker, and an officer must
. ‘ shootinglastmonth. . . - notattemptio disarm a knife- -
~ that W?uld | Gorecki, the Kane County  threatening attacker with, for | P
have aVOlded .| state’s attorney, decided that  example, a baton or night
the deadly police officer Daniel Yates, . +~stick. Doing so will get the of-
T ‘ acted properly when he ficer killed. '
circumstances | raised his service revolver and  Atthe point the officer
lateonthe | fredtwo shotsintoDimas - made the critical decision, it
night of anTﬁé%s -Year-oll d attacker dicz1 notmatter that Santiago
. May 15... '| wieldeda 10-inch butcher had along cmpmal history.
) " \mife and refused repeated Yates had no time to consider
o o demands to halt whenYates suchapast. - )
o : | shotthe Rockford man twice. It did not matter that
b" / "O (/ 7" The fatal shooting by the Santiago had been convicted
0 | "hands of a police officer of manslaughter in Cook

Chropiicle

.  a police officer with aknife " that conviction, :
after a simple traffic stop is It did hiot matter that )
difficult to fathom. Santiago was convicted of in-

- shook the community. Such

violence does not haunt cen-
{ral Kane County, and the no-

. tion that a man would attack

Gorecki's decision, how-

© waiting on Route 25 to turn

left so he could negotiate his

tioned whether-deadly force
actually was needed to sub-

County in 1963. Nor did it
matter that he later would be.

imprisoned for violating his | *

probation that stemmed from

voluntary manslaughter, ag-

ever, wasmot difficult. - gravated battery and at--
"There was nothing officer  tempted murder in DuPage

Yates could have done that .County in 1978. ’ i
would have avoided the And it did not matter that
deadly circumstances late oD gantiago, drunk, a license in
the night of May 15, when an  yimhg after a March drunken
intoxicated Santiago pulled  Griving arrest, and a history of
into the Citgo gasstationon  yaficandc n'mm al viola-

- East Main Street after police tions, knew he again would
witmessed the man.danger- sie ep' many nights behind -
ously pass two otherautos . o/ “irv o0 completed his

duties to serve and protect |

own left furm. Geneva citizens.
Clearly, a traffic stop was ‘ Yates had a simple choice:
| warranted. .- , live or die.
 Critics immediately ques- He made the right deci-

_ sion. He followed police pro- -

tocol and training. He fol-

- due a man nearing retifrerment * lowed the law,




 Whouping coughautreak
| spreads in McHenry Gounty

| - County’s whooping cough out- X ;
- ":breakt&nﬁnuegﬂtpgspregt}i]. and... ess wellequipped to fight the

'+ “population groups in rec
clodayse. o T

‘ ‘County appeared in Cary,

KANE COUNTY CHRONICLE

- ByKWSTENSCHMIDT  Whooping cough facts
Shaw News Service OZ'Whooping coUgh is - :

Wi S especially dangerous to
OODSTOCK —McHenry children under 2, who are

it has taken a turn toward new _ bacteria and who haye not-
"populati is in vecent - completed the full course of
 vaceine, which is giveh over a
few years, .

t

McHenry County "Health:

Department - officials- have © Older children who catch
| " confirmed 38 cases of whoop-  whooping cough will have a -

" ing cough, or pertussis, in the * persistent cough and other .

[;.outbreak that began in the -coldike symptoms.

““Barrington area in December. e The illness’ namé comes

| ‘Most of the cases have beenin from the “whooping” sound
"middle school-aged children, ‘ Pine

% though recent cases are in : :

" children and adolescents who , betwe_e,rf cougs.

made when a victim breathes

are younger than 10 and older
than15. - - L ’

Initial: cases in McHegry might lose their staying power

over several years, leaving kids
.around middle-school age

 Crystal Lake, McHenry and g,5coptible to. whooping

1" Wonder Lake. New cases are ¢qgh Mays stressed that this

popping up'in Huntley, Lake " jgeq is only a theory, but that

| inthe Hills.and Algonquin. *  gca) and state health officials

¢ . One of the newly diag- are tracking the outbreak to
nosed is Crystal Lakeresident petter inderstand it.

‘Steve Sonnemans 10-year- Lake County confirmed its
old daughter. Once her test 2g¢h case of whooping cough

came back positive, her doc- g Thursday.

tor gave antibiotics to the en- “This is a persisitent out-
tire family as a protective preak, and it is a concern,”

“She’s doing all right, but A child from the area near
. they say the coug'hmgwﬂllast " Barrington was the first case
another month,” Sonneman  of this outbreak. Lake County
said. ” ~ officials have been unable to

‘His daughter has the ill- track the outbreak before that

ness’ signature cough, low- case, and Mays said itis notas
grade fever and cold-like jmportanttolook back as it is
symptomns: She is run-down to look forward.
and tired, too, he said. Sonneman said he is un- -
Local health officials say it sure how his daughter caught
is imperative that people who whooping cough. A- friend
have a persistent cough for who recently was sick tested
. more than a few days asktobe negative, but she had talked
tested for whooping cough by abouit alot of Kids at schoolin
their doctor. And doctors are the spring who were coughing -
urged to report confirmed "alot. - o
cases quickly to their local .Mays and Stanwood said
health departments. maost of the kids who have got-
“It's so communicable. It's ten sick are properly vacci-

i ‘still out there spreading,” said nated. Vaccine is not available

Fran Stanwood, director of forteenagers and adults, Mays
 nursing at the McHenry said. _ '

County Health Department. This outbréak_a]s‘;o has af-
Bill Mays, director of com-  fected children in Cook and

. munity health in Lake County, Kare counties and southeast-

- said childhood vaccines . ernWisconsin.
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Sugar Grove,

Sugar Grove,
Prestbury are
both courting
annexation
to see if their
relationship
would make
a good

. . marriage

BY ROBERT SANCHEZ
Daity Herakd Staff Writer

t was the subdivision that
almost became a village.

Now some residents living in
the unincorporated Prestbury sub-
division just want the chance to
decide if their homes should be

/.

part of the neighboring village of

Sugar Grove.

Last fall, they petitioned Prest- . |

bury's main homeowners
association to re-examine the issue
of Sugar Grove annexing the
roughly 700-residential unit subdi-
vision.

So, Prestbury Citizens Associa-
tion President Herb Stelnmetz said
he’s been meeting with Sugar Grove
officials. Both sides are planning to
do an economic study to detcrmine
the costs of the proposal.

“Sugar Grove doesn't want to do
itif it’s going to be costly, and we
need to know the ramifications for
thedPrestbury residents,” Steinmetz
said. :

If costs are reasonable, the issue
might be decided by Prestbury resi-

dents through a ballot measure.
While no one is making predic-
tions about the results of a possible
referendum, everyone agrees it
would help put the long-running

annexzation debate o rest.

“We've been having this discus-
ston for as long as I've been here,”
Sugar Grove Village Adminlstrator

] S -t PHOTOS 1Y LAURA S'I'OECKNDAILY HERALD
Prasthury Gitizens Association Prasident Harh Stelnmetz Is meeting with village offlcials:to discuss annexing the subdivision into

The annexation dance

Brent Bichelberger said. “It comes | :
up all the time. My iimpression is { .
that it won't go away until they
actually are annexed.”

‘Pleasant community’

" Prestbury was born in 1967 when
a developer transformed a 680-acre
asparagus farm in Sugar Grove
Township inte a commuaity
named after an English village.

Today, Prestbury has roughly 450
houses and 250 tewnhouses with
two lakes, woodlands and desig-
nated open areas, according to
Sandy Andry, a real estate agent
who has lived and sold homes:in
Prestbury since 1987.

“Prestbury is a community of
custom homes,” Andry said. “It was
never a pick-your-model subdivi-
sion.”

As a result, she said, it's a very
diverse community — both in
terms of its residents and housing
stock

"It's a pleasant community,”

See ANNEX on PAGE O




%\ -
T

A ] o
.+ . LSATURDAY. JUME 19, 2004

14

Continued
| think if we gave the people of Prestbury a vote on wheﬂler to go '1:1’1‘[0 -

" Sugar Grove or not, it would be close. But it would be a fair vote.”
"Herh Steinmetz, Prostbury Gitlzens Association president

— Annex: Bringing roads up
to village-'j:standar_ds an issue

i Continiidfrom Page 1
“’Steinmetz said. “It’s got'a lot of

4,2PELL Space. It’s got & lot of nice
“amenities. The lakes are very

. ~"nice. We have large park arcas.
L

whole area is quitc attrac-
ver .

2% Steinmetz said surrounding
“subdivisions are attractivc as

Stigar Grove'sview .

Of course Sugar Grove offi-
- cials get a say on whether
Prestbury becomes part of their _
commumity. - . .
. tche!garger, the village || ApeEC
administyator, said board mem- | 1%
bers have enacted a policy that |:
new subdivisions in Prestbiry i~

Ywell — subdivisions that * i
L ox 0T agree toannexin |,
- happen to be in Sugar Grove. E:mma:me if mger; want Sugar -
H CPUNCE ‘Grove water and sewer Service.
o The big question’ - . e problem with arnexing
) ; ortions of Prestbury 18
* " Andry says &l of her neigh- ?;:f;oggﬁ;ggcts ot meet Vil
_,,bors have an opinion about. lage standards. For example,
“*whether Sugar Grove should , 1ag ts Drestbury now
it [ p “ some streets |
“annex Prestbury. “And their l and maintaing arent as
: .]-_‘ol:!i.nions are all different,” she | msasSugarGl'We requires.
. 5aid. “That’s why we have such }  Tpig iherger said the road
. _truubl& . L = - jgsue is significant because
..~ Andry said part of the reason [ some Prestbury residents want
.- for the debate is because many L1 g Grove to own and main-
. Eresidents associate themselves ' -Sugarthe roads if annexation
+with ?urom. "lPrestbury is made ,2 ‘::gm ‘
Yap of tnany lon imée Aurora g, ;n'e would want to make 8
“tpeople who would be very upset & L o0 in good con- | B
'7to be out of Aurora,” she sajcf ‘o _ﬁ&ehr::g%?e " S
%, There are other residents who 8 ‘As for roads that don't meet
: ?‘_:‘bell_eve_. Prestbury is doing fine ,*1 " yillage standards, the board | 2800 O
i f L¥on lts own, 50 why risk paying o 114 have to decide whether iling ¢
.- ' lé'hlgher taxes or becoming part : WO ent them as is of Tebui ma IngG
iy to the! v of ellﬂmunicipality's financial -tﬁ::,cl streets are rebuilt, the Sugar Gi
*problemns? . : ' s for the .
Steinmetz says it’s about get- . question of who P2y :hired.to

" I:rafes as-Su

- t.vote in the decisions of a body

© iiSugar Grdve mare for those-ser-

- B

Jforee. .
R 1f Prestbury became part of " |-

t becomirig §village

ng a voice in local
*. government. “We would have a

g-thiat affects us because it sur-
uroundsus,” hesaid. . .
5 Prestbury residents would
g pay the same water and séwer
X Grove residents.
*’Now, Prestbury residents pay

¥ The subdivision is patrolled
kiby the Kane County sheriff’s
EHpolice and- a private security

Sugar Groye, village police
ould patrol the arca.

“They {Sugar. Grove police) :|-
' eloser,” Steinmetz said. “We «

- *f\rora-would never annex ¢
- Prestbury becaute.it's cutside £
the, city's planninig digkrict. "So, ¥
#hwe either intor 2
i become part-of Sugar Giove or -,

{ we stay the samg;; Steinmetz
2
: ‘;.Thdsé’th:ec'{iji‘ogns'ifipiis'
( d 11 ury resi-. |-

piconld Have e in Prestb
oming 42 bt instea
§the threcichoicdes cach gar-
nished a third of the yotés,"so It
i totally!incorelusive,” Steln-
e:z_”said}f-—f-'mv—w- v |-
- People oppdied to annexa- %

& elections %_:_a! ballot question
A

fofSugarGrove. y 71 x> 8¢
B The'wdy Steinmetz see it/ the .
¥vote stiowed theré wasn't a |
mg]gmyyviﬂing todo anyaing‘c'"-
g o itk
"With tliree choices, Yo ate’.

e b a1 crith that Hnd

Hare very happy right now with - ;
33 ane‘Cuumy,_-bu't-tl}gy_ areaq|
 filitde more distant pug. ey kg alts -

Lo

orate of we {|

work would have to bc decidgd.
- ™ jpad improvements are just
some of the possible costs an

{Grove Vi
E els.
* utside consultant might be (-

¥ * K

et
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Colorful Bob Rose ta to-b
run aga1nst Hastert =

By Linda Girardi -
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

BATAVIA — Political activist Bob -
Rose thinks it’s time for a change, and
he’s decided to pick a fight with one
powerful opponent.

Friday, Rose said he will run against
House Speaker Denais Hastert during
an announcement outside the con-
gressman’s Batavia office.

per gallon, and that alternative fuel‘
sources derived from soybean oil and.
corn should be made available on fne'
market. - St

Rose wants Hastert to recall h:s.
vote and “encourage your coIieagues'

- to allow for safe prescrlpuon drugs

from any place in the world (to b
made available) to our cmzens in the
United States.”y 3

Rose, WhO retired in 1991 from.

“Personally, Think " Caterpiilar after fO_
Denny is super,” Rase vears, said he has miét
said, “(l am running be- PBT’.S‘OTZCLlly, T think with Hastert's press

_cause) he has not done T aides over the years.{o.
for the people what he Denny is super. (I discuss issues ranging.
could and should have » _ , ~ ' from education to.
done.” S amrunnng be-  health care. S

Rose has until Mon- . Born on a farm-in’
day to secure 9,408 sig- cause) he has ol Indiana, Rose said K&

natures and file in

started working on thé

Springfield as a new d(mef or the ? eOplg farm as a young boyi
party candidate, accord- | ' and later became an’
ing to the State Board of what he could and independent farm op-
Blections, —eken criic 10wl huave done..” erator and business;
of Hastert, Rose for the With three grown™ .
pastfour years has host BobRose jjjdren and six .
ed rallies in front of the Congr essional Candidate grandchildren, Ros¢
speaker’s 0ffice DEfOre s said he's in the race-to
few onlookers. represent the people

At Friday's announcement torun -
for his first political office, Rose had a
list of complaints with what's wrong
with tIhe status quo iri the nation’s

capito

"It’s time for ‘We, the People, 0 be
recognized,” the 72-year-old Aurora
resident said. Rose believes gasoline
" prices should be rolled back to $1.25

of Illinois.
pact,” he saxd ~
Hastert, a- Yorkvﬂle Repubhcan ,{s
serving his third term as Speaket of
the House and his ninth term as con-

------

gressman for Hlinois’ 14th Congres- '

sional District.
’I‘he general election is Nov. 2
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Kane S 2030 land use
plan ready for action

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County devel-
opment officials are ready to take
the 2030 land use plan update to
the streets.

Officials this week released the
draft of the plan, a year in the mak-
ing, in preparation for adopting it
later this year. The 1,200 copies of

~the draft will be given to municipal
officials, developers, planners,

_ elected officials, businesses and
even farm organizations.

By the end of this month, devel-
opment officials will be ready to so-
licit public opinion on-the plan.

“We want to gathér as much
input as possible,” said Sam San-
tell, of the development depart-
ment. Officials will set up a Web
site with 2030 plan information
where people can leave comments,
he said. The email address will be
2030plan@co kane.il.us,

Public forums have been set up for:
& 7 p.m. June 29 at Dundee Middle
School, 37450 Route 72.

m 7 p.m. July 13 at Geneva High
School, 416 McKinley St. -+ .

m 7 p.m. July 14 at Waubonsee
Community College, Bodie Hall,
Room 147, on Rotite 47 in Sugar
Grove. -

 There also will be a public hear-
ing in late July or early August be-
fore the County Boa:d, Santell

said.

The 2030 plan is an update of the
county’s 2020 land use plan, which
was praised and in seme cases con-
troversial when it was adopted
about eight years ago. Like the

.2020 plan, the 2030 plan lays‘a

planning framework for future
growth of the county.

The 2030 p]an divides the coun-
ty inte three main areas: the Urban
Corridor along the Fox River; the
Critic4l Growth area in the central
part of the county, roughly along
Route 47, and the Agricultural
area, the western part of the coun-

The plan stresses the Critica]
Growth area, where about 50 per-
cent of the growth bétween now
and 2030 is expected to take place.
‘Within that area, which includes al-
ready growing towns such as El-
burn, Sugar Grove and Huntley,
the county has picked out priority
places where smart growth princi-
ples can be used. .

The plan stresses agricultural
uses and farmland preservation in
the western third of the county. It
has established a goal of preserv-
ihg 50 percent of the farmland
throughout the county by 2030.

One of the ways the county can
preserve farmland and still grow is
by taking advantage of places for

-growth an.d redevelopment in the

urban areas
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‘Corron farm
will get help |
oty

$28,592 to repair 3‘
caretaker’s house - |

ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Kane County will give
Campton Township $28,592 to help pre-
serve a building “frozen in time.” ‘

Township officials requested the use of
community - development block  grant
funds earmarked for the removil or repair
of blighted properties. o

Campton will match the $28,592 to sta-
~ bilize an 1870 caretaker’s house-on the

Corron Farm. - : '

Mark VanKerkhoff, director of commu-
nity programs for the development depart-
ment, said the Corron farnily built the colo-
nial revival caretakers house, but it was
used for a residence for about one year. The
farnily used it for storage since then, and
consequently the house never had elecizic-
ity or plumbing, nor was it remodeled.

- “I¥s kind of like it was frozen in time,”

VanKerkhoff said. :

‘The "county receives federal CDBG

- funds, some of which must go to address

* gpot blight. VanKerkhoff said the money
going to Campton comes from the 2000
and 2002 program years.

“We haven't had many requests for spot
blight funds,” he said.

The entire project will focus on the roof,
gutters and down spouts, chimney, foun-
dation, exterior walls and windows.

 Thegoal is to tum the house into amu- B
Seum.
_ “Very seldom do you find such houses
in this condition,” Campton Township
Supervisor Neal Anderson said.

Campton Township -and the Kane
County Forest Preserve combined in 2002
to buy the estimated 380 acres of the
Corron Farm on both sides of Corron Road.

Robert Corron homesteaded the prop-
erty in 1830. S
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OUR VIEW

WY Beacon NewS.

‘Kanetax
billing down, -

At issue: Kane County's propery tax'hilling lsimajam. ..

as some would make it out to be.

ane County doesn’t have a problem with prop-
erty tax bills. It has two problems. . -

We say: There are problems to solve, but It's not as dire -~

The first deals with decisions made by Sd-
pervisor. of Assessments Sallie Huber. She
conducted a wholesale scouring of the homestead ex-
. emption for this year’s billing. o
Refresher course: Thie exemption cuts property:
taxes for singledamily homes occupied by the ownet:
Huber knocked the exemption.off bills in which tai-
payers claimed the exemption on multiple properties,
properties had changed hands from the original appli-
cants, and duplicates, - - -
Some taxpayers who had legitimate claims to the €x-
tensions were caught in the purge. The resulting up-
roar led the county board to direct Huber to send no-
tices to all 27,000 property taxpayers who didn't take

the exemption. Township assessors estimate th'_a\;t_ :

more than 21,000 of those don't qualify. = - i
We think Huber intended to do something that was
fiscally responsible. It perhaps should have been man-

aged and executed more carefully, Certainly, her boss- - -

es, the county board, should have known the extentof -

her plans before the bills went out. ~
We also think everyone who'is entitled to a home-
stead exemption deserves to get it, Thankfully, proce-

durés are in place to correct the bills for those who

were unjustly denied. : .

However, every taxpayer who plays by the rules
ought to be grateful to Huber for getting the freeload-
ers out of the system.

As if the county didn't have enough to do picking up
. the pieces after Huber's purge, County Treasurer
David Rickert came along earlier this month scare-
mongering about the computer systems used to gen-
erate the bills. ‘ o

. He says that if the county doesn't cough up between

$300,000 and $400,000 in the next month that tax bills
might not get out until July or August next year —
which wottld unfairly cripple the schools, municipali-

ties and other taxing districts that rely heavily on prop:

erty taxes.

The problem, he says, is that the computer system. .
. used by the assessors and Huber doesn't mesh well .
with the computers he uses. Rickert is responsible f_qr ‘

- producing and mailing the bills.

This year, nstead of gelting information from Huber

by April 1 to get the bills out May 1, the data came-in: *

on May 7 and the bills were out three days later.

‘The problem with Rickert's doomsaying is that wé;
don’t understand what is suddenly more dire this yeaf
The same computer systems have been used for sev,

eral years. Granted, Kane's tax bills are usually out,

later than those in surrounding counties, but alwaysin® -

early May.

Should Kane County
tem that ensures tax hills are processed correctly and
on time? Certainly. o

Does the county treasurer help an already exasper=
ating situation by crying the sky is falling when histo-
ry shows itis not? Certainly not. o

This pinion of The Boacon Neus editarial board wos saff writien.

have in place a computer s}¢° ;
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"> Hands-on candidate
= On Saturday,

1 Mr. Bill Wyatt for. gettin

leading the crew,
! that our homes
- know anything

John Sargent, Aurora

b N PR

w T

those OfES  Orchard
- d woke to see water flowing do o
S Etggets. Orchard was flooded by the heavy

i eally want to commeénd . |
S rain storm, and I really 5 out there and

out there in hip- l

) ' deep water, lead-
0 deep and sometimes neck f .
o and getting it and making sur€

0  ing the crew &T ehing T flooded. 1 didn't

about the man, but 1
now Tl vote for him for mayor.

along Oi‘chard R

think

Cam e e
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Software

designemcfends -

tax system in Kane County

By PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Stoff Writer

The man who designed the’

computer system at the center

of the quarrel among Kane "

County tax officials said
Monday that his product has
done its job without problems
for six years.

‘I would think if the IT
- department had a problem I
would hope to have known
about it,” said Domini¢ Cirone,
of Elgin-based Cirone Com-
puter Consulting Inc. “As far as
delays, I don't know what we are
talking about.”

Cirone said the Visual Prop-

erty Assessment Management
System has successfully “fueled
the tax cycle” in Kane County
since 1998. ‘
Despite the designer’s
endorsement, VPAMS has been
the focus of what some have
called an ongoing turf war
between the county’s supervisor
of assessments and the county
treasurer and county clerk.
Treasurer David Rickert last

month said the tax system could
fall apart next year if computer
compatibility problems associ-
ated with VPAMS weren't fixed
within a month.

Rickert and county Clerk John
Cunningham argue that the
VPAMS software used in the
assessor’s office can't efficiently
transfer data to their offices.

Glitches such as missed
addresses or dropped exemp-
tions have become a serious
flaw, Rickert said.

In a letter to county board
members delivered Monday to
the board's public service com-
mittee, Cunningham
recommended hiring DeXalb-
based DevNet Inc. to solve that
incompatibility problem.

It's a proposed solution that
has Rickert’s support and means
the VPAMS system used by the
assessor could remain in place.

- It’s also the latest in a series of-

efforts made in the last two
years to improve the efficiency
of the computer systems used
to bring the tax cycle from initial
assessments to final bills.

The clerk and tredsurer have
placed the blame on VPAMS, a
system for which assessor Sallie
Huber has nothing but praise.

Rickert Monday said he and
Cunningham have not.gotten
the cooperation from Cirone
and his company needed to fix
Kane County’s problems,

Cirone said if there are issues
getting the VPAMS data to the
clerk and treasurer, thatis a
result of upgrades made on
their end by the county IT
deparmment.

“It's unfair the way we are
being portrayed,” Cirone said.

Rickert on Monday referred
specific computer probleins to
IT Director Roger Fahnestock.
He and Cunningham were out
of the state Monday and
unavailable for comment.

Cunningham’s proposal is
expected to go before the
county board’s executive com-
mittee next month. Cirone said
he will be there to explain how
his company and its software
has done the job it was put in
place to do.
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Polltlcal checkup

Its been awlule since we checked i
on the county political scene, so now is as
good a time as any to get caught up.

- Although no one is talking about it .
publicly, the hunt for a new undersheriff

is under way. The untimely death of Dan -

Schindlbeck created the vacancy — and

. left a giant pair of shoes to fill. Dan was so

respected and so well-liked that the per-
son who comes next probably will suffer
by comparison, no matter how talented
he of she is.

Having said that, the leadmg candi-
date for the job, Joe Pena, current police -
chief with East Dundee, probably is the
one guy who comes closest to Dan in rep-
utation and the regard in whjch fellow of-
ficershold him.

_ He's also someone who has political
asplratmns, and ifhe indeed is made un-
dersheriff, it sets up an mterestmg sce-
nario for 2006,

Pena would like to be Kane County
sheriff some day, and there are a lot of
people who thirik he'd make a good one.
However, the toad to that goal passes di-
rectly through the office of the current .
sheriff, Ken Ramsey.

Ramsey, the highest vote getter inthe -

county, has more than a year before he
has to decide whether he wants to run for
afourth term. I Ramsey offers, and Pena
accepts the undersheriff job, it puts Pena
in a great'position to run for sheriff in
2006 — but only if Ramsey declines'to go
again. If Ramsey wants another shot, Pena
would have to wait until 2010 for his own
chancetorun.

" Its aninteresting dilemma for Pena.
but smart money says he'll take the job if
offered, and decide on 2006 based on
what Ramsey does next year.

. LL L .

Although he is being very careful to’
not appear overconfident, the fact is John
Barsant should win his election contest
with a huge plurality. Barsant, running

for Kane County state’s attorney, has little

" more than token opposition in November, -
~ and because this all but guararitees elec-
tion in the fall, it also has createdafew .
opportunities right now.”

When he takes office — and he will —
Barsanti will be faced with a number of
staffing decisions, He has made it clear that
he doesn't want to make major changes,

“hope he can pull it off.

. but the fact is there are several Ingh pmﬁ]e

posts that are in play. Is no secret that
Barsanti would like Clint Hull, currently
with the DeKalb state’s attorney’s office, on
his team as first assistant. At the same, he
doesn't want to lose Bob Berlin, the current
first assistant who is highly thought of by

his peers, agwell as the defensebar, -

- Since he doesn't have to knock hlmse]f
out worrying about the election, Barsanti
can spend the time needed to retain
Berlin arid other key employees, get Hull

. and-put together what amounts to a
-“Dream Team"” of prosecutors. Now that

would be somethmg towatch, and I'truly

. ek

"Ona completely different sub] ect, the

'gambhng bust in Maple Park is causing

my phone to ring more than usual. Callers
seem split on the issue; some say it's high -
time the problem was brought to light,

- others say it’s much ado about nothing. '

One thing they do agree on, however, is.
that the one raid didn’t end gambling in

. their fair town.

- No surprise there, gambhng has been
a fixture of Maple Park for years.

Ther again, it’'s a fixture in every town
in the area. I would guess you'd be hard-
pressed to find any tavern in the county -
that doesn't sponsor some sort of gam-
blmg and you'd also have a hard time find-
ing any office without an illegal pool on the
Super Bowl or the NCAA Tournament.

Frankly, most of us accept gambling at
the neighborhood bar or at our office as a
" fairly harmless exercise. The state faces an
uphill battle trying to convince its residents
otherwise, especially because they try to _
make a distinction between good and bad -
gambling. With bad being what goes onin,
taverns, and good being the state-con- -

- trolled lotteries and casinos, of course,

I think it's way too late for the state to-
get the public on their side on this issue; I
know I couldn't care less if people gamble
on vidéo paoker, poo, or Yahtzee, and
suspect most people feel the same. So
please, no more breathless phone calls
about a dice game somewhere. Flncl areal-

crime to getupset about. -

, *Bill Page lives in St. Charles and writes
about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at

(630) 584-0808 or wpage®mediawerks.org.




Sﬁgar Grove
“concerned
‘with Jewel-

By Erxin Erickson - .
SPECIAL TO THE BEAGON NEWS :

SUGAR GROVE — Trustees are rajsing several
concems aver the development of a Jewel0sco
along Route 47 at Park Avenue.

“Twould like to see businesses that are generat-
ing sales tax,” said Trustee Joseph Wolf, one of the

" many village trustees expressing their support for
communily retaft development while contimiing to
Yoice concerns over various points of the deal with
Waterfnrd Real Estate Development Corp.

Issues such as tax rebate incentives for Jewek

- Osoo, a lack of a formal commitment from Jewel

. Psco, land use provisions and granting access to
the adjoining Castle Bank lot are preventing the
trustees from reaching an agreement.

1. Trustee Mari Johnson and village President P.
Sean Michels pointed out that the tax rebate was
discussed when JewelQOsco had proposed starting

" gperations by January 2005.

. “We provide the mu:nuve for ﬂ:em to build
gmcker and sooner,” said Johnson, adding that -
Jewel-Osco so far has given “no definite, no time
frame, no guarantee.”

The trustees showed frustrations about the lack
of time frame for the development. “T don't see any’
-building permits here,” said Bohler,

“Here we are a year later and nothing’s hap-
pcned " added Michels, who was concerned that
offering tax incestives to Jewel-Osco would dis-
courage a competitor from opening.
fi “We cannot state, for business purposes, un-
equxvoca]ly when we amgomgto build and when
We are going to open,” said JewelOsco real estate
anager Jim Hornecler.

& “Without the incentive, it makes it difficuit to
move f

JewelOsco insists that these tax incentives
would help offset the cost for required improve-

‘ ;nents topubhcproperty on and around the devel

" ppment site, -

. Questions regarding the development and its
prmmmty to residential subdivisions along Capitol
Dm'e prompted discussion of the Jand use.

" 1. Trustees are concerned that plans for a selfstor- .
ge facility and an auto body repair center adjacent
the Windsor Pointe subdivision would not be

welcomed by the residents. -
[" In addition to residential concerns, the board
also frustrated by Waterford and Jewel-Osco's -
nwillingness to comproimise with existing busi-
with regard to Jand access, In the arrent
proposal, access to the development from Galena
oulevard through Castle Bank would only be -
ted if certain restrictions were met.

“Restricting one business's access to protecta
!arger business is wrong,” Trustee Kevin G&lry
Said, “T think we need full and open access” -

! “Thereis nota resident that is not amdous to see

you guys come to, town,” said Trustee Robert

‘Bohier to the representatwes from JewelQsco,

#There’s room to compromise. You're setting the

ztage,foreve:yﬂmgebematgoesm down Route
7n
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| --Cunningham's purview. But

next year. Such a delay could costlocal:
See COMPUTERS, page 2

taxing districts thousands of dollars.

" month approved a $100,600

that has all the county de-

“We need to have a consistent
'thee computer system that caused tax partments in it," McCoy said.

- county assessor’s office.

to an outside firm.

McCoy said.
- called VPAMS, which stands

" and the vounty assessor's of-

: GENEVA— Kane County oﬂi_cials
fnight liire a private company to fix system

1cneva. FOr a schedule v Yy s g

Continued ;rurn pagel

At Mondays Public
Service Committer meeting,
Rickert said, "We have a serl-
‘ous  problem. Everyone
agrees the system coudd
work better than it does.”

* . 'Cunningham on Monday
was in Ohio to watch s
.demonstration on’ new vot-
ing technology. .

 “Itis now time to take ac-
tivn ‘before the next tax

_Eycle,” Cunningham said in -
‘the letter. )

The county last year -
sought bids on & computer
system to convert data from |
the . Supervisor of

‘Assessments  office  inta. |
something " that could --be
used by the tax extension of-
fice, - which is under

it never bought a system. -
* When the lowest bid came ™.
in at $250000, Roger
%ﬂﬂ;tor_k, director of the
ormation  Technologies |
Department, said his depant- | | -
mentcould convert the: |
However, the task turned - ||
out to be so daunting that
Fahnestock now agrecs an
outslde firm should handle
the project, according to
" Cunningham's letter.
Fahnestack on Monday was
with Cugningham and un-
available for comment.
The county board last

contract - with Cirone
Computer Consultants . of
* Elgin, thefirm that developed
the computer system used by

p assessors and the

. ..McCoy said Monday that

he was prepared to rescind

-the $100.000 conirect, cail-

ingita"Band-aid. -
"~ “That' was a mistake,” -

The county has - paid
Clrone Computer Consultants
$600,000 to.develop what is .

for the Visual Property
Assessment  Manazgement
System used by the townships
fice. L

The problem lies [n con-
‘verting the VPAMS data into
- information that can be used

| bythe tax extension office.

The ‘$100,000 originally

- earmarked for Cirone could

be applied to a system the I
county board would approve i
atits July 13 meeting, McCoy
Dominic Cirone, owner
of 'Cirone  Computer
Consultants, sald the county

* never signed the $100,000 Fﬂ
. B

contract and technically he
has not been deprived of the E&':

* morey. -

However, Cirone said his §
company has been criticized
unfairlywhile beinglinked to I
the county’s problem. He
said his product does what it |
is supposed to do. : i ’
VEAMS is deslgned for.
the ‘assessment portion of |
the tax cycle, he sajd, - .
"It not designed for the |
functions of the county derk
or the treasurer,” Cirone said:
“I have nothing to do with
extension, coliection or'dis- [
tribution. We do send over’
the data electronically (to the ||
extension office) and we 1

have since 1998."
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prompts new
calling system

" By Dave Parro

' STAFF WRITER

AURORA — A new automated
calling system should take care of
most of the problems the city had in
contacting residents during the boil
order emergency eatlier this year.

The new system also should cost
less in the long run by providing the
city a package of minutes to use each
year rather than paying each time
the system is activated.

The City Council pgave
preliminary approval Tuesday to a
four-year contract with a new
provider of an emergency telephone
network, which local officials use to
notify residents by recorded
message of events like child
abductions, evacuation notices and
other alerts.

Aurora used a similar system the
first day of the water boil order, but it
fell short in several key areas,

The contract with Emergency
Communications Network for its
“Code Red” system gives the city a
yearly package of 325,000 minutes
for emergency calls and 50,000
minutes for Amber Alert calls for an

annual fee of 525,000 for the first two

years and $12,500 for the third and

fourth. The previous system —

provided by First Call Interactive

- Network — cost $8,500 a year, but

each activation racked up additional
€s.

The five-year contract with First
Call has expired, and the city sought
proposals from five companies in
awarding the new contract.

- Inthe case of the water-boil crisis,

"Aurora used a total of about 50,000
minutes to call residents citywide
when the boil order was issued Feb.
6 and again when it was lifted 10 days
later at a total cost of almost $34,000.

“If you had no activations

whatsoever, First Call would be
cheaper,” said Larry Langston,
Aurora’s director of community
safety. “But when you look at the
package, Code Red is a much better
value.”

Dan Nelson, assistant director of
the Aurora Emergency

Management Agency, said the city
was sometimes hesitant to activate
the system before for relatively
minor events because it would cost

thousands of dollars. The new

contract will give Aurora enough
minutes to call the entire city six
times, and unused minutes roll over
from year to year, Nelson said.

“We own minutes that we can use
without worrying about how much
we're spending at that exact
moment,” he said.

In addition to cost, Code Red also
provides a better database of phone
numbers that is updated more
frequently, Langston said. It also
allows the city to call specific areas in
case of an isolated incident.

During the water boil order, an
incomplete database led to some
people not getting called about the
contamination. The inability to
identify specific areas also led to.
some Aurora Township residents
getting called despite not being on
city water and city water customers
with Naperville postal addresses not
getting called at all.

" “That was something that we
didn’t have before that caused some
confusion during the water boil,”
Langston said.

The . new system also

. automatically will leave messages in

English on answering machines ifno
one picks up the phone. Some
residents reported after the water

. boil order was issued that the only

essa%e that was left was a prompt
pus ‘1’ for English and ‘2’ for

’Ihe first round of calls when the
boil order was issued cost $15,888
and tried to call 34,000 phone
numbers. The entire message was
delivered to 17,000 numbers, while a
partial message was delivered to
10,000 numbers because of hang-
ups or answering machines.

The second round of calls cost
$18,000 and used an updated
database of 50,000 phone numbers,
many of which were added after the
first round. The entire message was
delivered to 15,500 numbers, and
24,000 were hang Ups.
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‘Lifestyle center’ proposed
for Elgin on Randall Road

"By NATE LEGUE

Shaw News Service

' .Aléonciuin’s giaﬁtmtaﬂ cen- - -

ters will not be adversely af-
. fected by a competing develop-
ment planned just five miles
down the road in Elgin, avillage
official said Tuesday.
Another upscale shopping
and eating center could sprout
on Randall Road, this tirhe less

than a mile north of Interstate -

20, .
The Grove, a 30-acre retail
development in Elgin, could
add up to 220,000 square feet of
stores, restaurants and perhaps
even a new hotel in a develdp-
mentsimilar to two others, also
on Randall Road, in Algonquin,

Despite the simnilarity of the .

Elgin' proposal, Algonquin’s
Assistant Village Manager Jeff

Mihelich was niot concerned.
about competitive . develop- .

ment less than a 10-minute
drive down the road.

“With thie growing popula-
tioninpurregion, there’s p]enty
of retail base to go ‘around,”

* Mihelich said.

. Developer Mark Ebacher of
Interstate Partnership envi-
sions a pedestrian-friendly at-
mosphere, complete with side-
walks erribellished with granite

brickwork, three ponds along
Randall Road, fountains and al
Eresco chmng

“We're trying to maximize
the vistas and the unmet de-
mand for food retailing with
the commuter residents and
busihesses. of that area,”

-Ebacher said.

I Algonquin, a 600, 000-
square-foot “lifestyle center”
full of upscale shops and eater-
ies will open in October on
Randall Road.  Dubbed.
Algonquin Commons, the
shopping center will incorpo-
rate open air shopping, brick -
walkways, fancy lighting and’
other elements similar to The
Grove proposal. _

The Galleria, which could
include up to 1 million square
feet of retail, is planned on
Randall Road in Algcnqmn,
well.

"The proposed mall would
be on the west side of Randall
Road, spanning from south of
Technology Drive and north of
Northwest Parkway. The spot is
about halfway between Route
72 and Interstate 90.

Elgin's . Planning and
Zoning Commission on
Monday recommended . ap-
proval of the pr0posal to the -
city council.

__.—._ -——?-_|1
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At least 20 salmonella

“cases confirmed

By TOM SCHLUETER

Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — An Aurora gro-*
- cery store remained closed
Tuesday after a salmonelia
outbreak on June 5 infected as
many as 53 people.

Kane - County  Health
Department officials closed El
Paso Grande at New York and
Union- streets after it was de-
termined that food served
there caused customers to get
sick. :

“It turned out to be a rather
big salmonella cutbreak,” di-
rector of environmental health

- Fred Carlson said.

Chief epidemiologist
Cindy Gross said the health .
department has confirmed 20
salmonella cases and another
33 remain “probable.”

The 'store will' remain
closed until all employees
have been found to be free of
salmonella. _

“We want to test all the em-
ployees to make sure who's
cleared and who's not, and
make sure everything is the -
way it's supposed to be,” Gross
said. :

Eight of the confirmed
cases are employees, she said. -

grocer

~ outbreak might never be

ials shut
y store

The exact source of the .

known. One of two likely sce-
narios took place, either an
employee did not wash his or -
her hands after going to the
bathroom or the store served
meat or cheese that was al-
ready infected, she said. :
The food that caused the
outbreak was prepared on the"
premises and served in the
store, she said. :
Carlson said that, in addi- -
tion to checking all employees

‘to make sure they are not in-

fected, the empioyees must
undergo an independent edu-

' cation serninar and the health

department must re-inspect
the store before it can re-open.
Carlson said the El Paso
Grande case is the largest viral
saimonella outbreak in Kane
County in the last 10 years. -




may step
up drug

court,, .,

fall short of goal

By Angela Rozas
Tribune staff reporter

The rejuvenated DuPage
County drug court has provid-
ed treatment to about 130 peo-
ple as an alternative to jail
time In the last two years, a lit-
tle more than half the number
that county officials had set as
agoal

" §till, officials say drug court
is a suctess, with about 80 per-
cent of the participants con-
tinuing in the two-year pro-
gram, and fewer than 30 per-
cent committing new crimes
while in treatment. That com-
- | pares with a 50 percent nation-
"| al recidivism rate for offend-

. | ersnot in treatment. .
Some County Board mem- -

bers want to know if more peo-
ple—and money—ean be
brought into the program, say-
ing what works for a few
should work for many more.

! “My concern is that there’s
: | not enough people getting inte
it,” sald Commissioner Mi-
chaelMcMahon, part of afour-
member subcommittee
formed this year to review the
county's drug court.and new
: | mental health court before
. | budget hearings commence
- | this fall.

t| In drug court, defendants
plead gullty to non-violent
I- [ erimes and admit their addic-
tion in return for entering a
specialized  drug-treatment
program, which includes
mandatory meetings with Du-
Page Judge Ann Jorgensen
and weekly drug screenihgs,

DuPage opencd itsfirstdrug
court in 2000 but disbanded
the program at the end of 2001,
citing. management and mon-
gy problems, Some officials
have said a fatal alcohol-relat-
ed crash in 2000 involving a
drug court participant may
‘have contributed to the pro-
'| gram’s suspension.

It recpened in 2002 with a
new program coordinator and
a goal of 200 participants. Itis
now one of 19 drug courts in
the state.

But with a list of restric-
tions on who canenter the pro-
gram, the number of partici-
pants has hovered at a little
more than 100. About 200 ap-
plicants have been turned
away over the Jast two years.

RobinPartin, coordinator of
the drug court program, teld

I

PLEASE SEE COURT, PAGE 7

DuPage

N 6-AS
%egg(n/ent tota sq‘“

| COURT:

. Kane program
 has far more
‘participants

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the subcommittec Tuesday that
applicants cannot be violent of-
fenders, live in another county
or have been convicted of drug
dealing gt sex offenses. The pro-
gFam used to eliminate anyone
with a DUI, but it has loosened
that restriction, she said.

The state’s attorney’s office

" glso has disqualified applcants

who meet the requirements but
are considered a “public risk,”
she said.

By comparison, Kane County
has about 804 participants in jts
drug court, including DUT of-
fenders, those convicted of drug
dealing and even some violent
offenders deemed by the court
o not pose risks. ’

McMahon, a criminal defense

" attorney, said he wanted the

subcommittee " to  investigate
whether more defendants in Du-
Page could take advantage of the
propram. : -

I support the program, but I
think it needstobe fair,” hesaid.

State's Atty Joseph Birkett
said in an interview -that al-
though he welcomed sugges-
tions to improve drug court, the
restrictions make sure the pro-
gram is available to those most
likely to be rehabilitated and

. whodonot poserisksto the pub-

lie. -
“I'mwillingtolook atany pro-

. posed changes. I haven't been
" resistant to that,” Birkett said.

“But there's accountability and ‘
protection of the community to

- be considered as weil.”

To expand the program, the
County Board will have to find
more money, said Commission-
er Jim Zay “If it's our goal to get

. meore pecple in it, it's our re-

sponsibility to get more money
to provide forit” - )

The program’s curtent enroll-
ment is about 108 with 50 wait-
ing to enter. To accommodate up
to 200, at least one more proba-
tion officer, costing about
$40,000 to $45,000 a year, would
need to be hired, Partin said.

“We're going to review this
through the summey,” said sub-
committee chairman Grant
Eckhoff. “Thenwe'll geta better
idea of what we can do by the
time the budget comes.”
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ces, -
h'anspormtiqn, referrals

By Matie-fins rth
g’r;nrwm'ea Hogn

“My father a3 diagnogeq with diabetpg when Jwag 9

Years old = cha rememberg, = Went with hin, to the
doctor. 1 tried fo do the best Icoyig» " .

But Sometimeg I‘éer best wasnt €nough —, especially i o ]

it came ty ing medicaj torymg, N A explaing in Engtin ;!

¢ left sometimes Rot knowlng = cpe recalls. g th:t RN Garcia "l", In hand Siar

Would pot mad faying, ‘but yoy Speak English, oy, ish thie totarurs #hot that Brend, v 13, ks about

sh uld tndory ; getdunngherﬂsﬁhﬂnmﬁhrﬂmtﬂrmie.

T Commyns T8, IS carg assistapts gt ghe federaly, fundeg hea]thi:m_-e cente)
for patients like her father in the language u,eyc:,,“-‘ Serving 2 Popuiation thyp 8 70 percept Latma.Aur:‘
understang, . ‘ )

She is an of gjy biligual nurgeg oy certified nursing . , ¢ Tierm o BILINGUAL, p{

2

Fl W -
", Americon Laser
B C'enfei'sr
e 1-888:204-5508
. Gicrpotand s

So many hard water problems.
0



}

T ————r————:wanrd.a.caller who claimed to be

iz story was a1

o - o JONA‘mANHUSE / STAFF PHO’I.'OGRAPHER
-_-RN Anna Garcia talks on the phone with a patient i5 Aunt Martha's Clinle’s

lab area, :

e
"BILINGUAL |

From page By

:‘Ma:tha’s' in the process of hiring a '
Uurse

= Seventh nurse, . .
"~ . And for these Patients, the stafps
*-bilingual capabilities cap mean
*quite literally

be life and

Their language ang cultural’
[ “understan ding might help in
"-udentifying d Serioys domestic
™ situation in a home, or direct; the
*"banicked mother of an infant who
. has turped blue and ;g not
1+ breathing, :

| ™~ But mare routinely, bilingual
“rnurses  cap elp patients
!- - commumicate about their medica]
i2” problems, understand directions
= “about wheq or how often to take
||+ their medicine, or what bus to take
+*~10 Visit a specialigt.

" Just how important hey role was

When she togl the part-time job
working an evening clinic twice a
{-—-wcek at Aunt Martha's after the
irth of her firgt child, she realized
she wag i 2 whole different bali
Eame. :

. “Ttisn’tjust the language barrier "
she says, “Many of our patients-
i come from towns in Mexico

" where education is not 5 priority.
. " Suddenly, [ wag having to do g
‘whole lot more teaching ”
Some of the Patients don't kngw
have to read — €veR in Spanich, She
~has to ask them to repeat back what
she says to male sure they really
<'understand the Instructiong, -
* Others are new to the area, They

.might not have 5 car. They need

“directiong about where to go, how
to get there,
“Ig is more than ‘Here’s your

appolntment, have 2 pige day,™ said -

another bilingya| nurse, Anpa
arcia.

; Often there js the problem of
finding a Specialist who wi]) take
{ Fublic Aid, uninsured or self-pay
‘patients, )
* The nurses at Aunt Marthg's
“have been working for severa)
i Wweeks now with the family of an
d

. Medicine doctor. g

the difference .
death,

. 830 pm Mondg

’ )
ininsured jupjor high schoo]
athlete who needs tp see g sports
ici far, the nurses

have not been unsuecessfy] jg
locating ope th will help the boy.

If the Datient jg unducumented,
says Garcia, thep Payment might be
required up front .
amilies arp aking choices
Ut Whether they wapt to pay for

is not going to be tlie first thing on
your mind *

Patiénts might not temember tg -
tell the doctor that they didn't buy
]gheir hypertension medication

eCause it was tpo exXpensive,

“So we follow up,” says Inigu

them a home - but there a7
professional limits they cannot
€TOss,
* Shill there are some tragic cases,
"“We see a ot of foster children

Other times, the nurgeg are filled
with admiratign for
perseverance of thege Patients ig
the face of hardship.

“Tdidn't realize how many needy
People there were in Aurora ” says
Iniguez, “And I've Iived here my
whole life,”

Aunt Marthas Aurora Compy,.
nity Health Center, 411 W, Cale-
na Blyd, Aurora, proviges a
ﬁ:l!-mngc of brimarvheattt; care
Services, serving infamss through
adulls, Hours gre 8:30 a.m. tg
4:30 p.m, Monday through Fry.
day, Eventng hours gpe 4.30 o
Y and Wednes-
day for sich care only. Call (630)
8%6-7900.




TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 2004

'BY DENISE PERRY,
DONAVIN -

Daily Herald Correspondent
Elburn officials discussed the.

Y | feess to cover the cost of radium
removal at a meeting Monday

night. S
- Village President Jim Willey
prophsed a 69-cent increase per
100 cubic feet of water. Sewer
rates would remain at $2 per 100
cubic feet, while water rates may
rise to $2.69. The board has not

yetvoted on the increase. -
“Elburn has not raised water

e ] _ Lons of water; so we have
. 2 asically been paying one cent’
¢ Indigo School of Art in ,,St for 3.74Yggflohsl.) A)\rrlt[elrgalsg,(:1 use in
“made 1!13 popcom pop” BY | Eihym and throughout the U.S.
‘ is 72 gallons per day.”
The increased fees would be
_ - used to fund a plan approved by
e the board to remove radium
’ from thewater. -~ .
)f laWSUIt “The radium removal is an
. ‘ unfunded mandate that we are
: ‘ . | required to pay for,” Trustee Jetf
tthat's only if a program for 40 } Metcalf said..

dents with hearing difficulties | The cost of the ‘Water Treat-
1o shifted out of Streamwood | ment Technologies system of
+h to make room. And only if | radium removal is $1.7 million.

urel Hill students were 1ot | o

possibility of increasing water

rates since 1986,” said Willey. .
“Each cubic foot equals 7.48 gal- .

b«l5~©¢tﬁxzﬂw RBeadd -

Elburn may raise water
1| fees to get rid of radium -

The method uses a giimt filter
system with zeolite, an earthen.

material used to capture radioac-

tivity and remove radium without
changing the character of the

‘water, Willey said. The radium is

then Temoved from the site and
stored in an approved facility.

Other methods such as ion.

exchange and lime softening cost

- between $5 million to $14 mil-

Tion, said Willey, and still leave the
radium in the local environment.

Willey presented three pricing ..

options to the board. A $450,000
federal grant obtained with the
help of Rep. Dennis Hastert

reduces the village’s costs to,

about $1.25 million. If the village
prepays the watey treatment firm

- $575,000, they can save thou-

sands of dollars over the 20-year

-contract. Without the prepay-
ment, water fees would be $2.78 )

per 100 cubic feet, a 39 percent
increase. With a prepayment,
aninual cests to the firm are
$70,000 instead of $110,000, s0
the rates would be $2.49. .

Willey said that if the village
looked for a recapture of the
down payment to funnel $28,500
back each year into the water
and sewer maintenance projects,
rates would be $2.69.

o b ey | L1504 Dadly e ald

» district ded high | A =
» disicts most crowded ieh | A1rora grocery C

ore than the building is

oses after

peomde | salmonella cases reported

s with Bartlett ZIP codes, but, X
at would push students from Seffrpert T
inover Park, West Chicago and |  Kane County health officials
ol Stream out, sending them | are investigating four con-
the new high school in South | firmed cases: of salmonélla
gin, scheduled to open in 2005. .believed t¢ be connected to
“All that will get you is a law- | food sold at an Aurora grocery
it,” McKibben advised. - - storelastmonth. . = .- .
- But U-46 may get one anyway. | - Beyond those, 17 other sus-
Bartlett Elementary parents | pected salmonella cases are

:ought a letter from the ‘being investigated -at El Paso .

ricago-based law firm of Idrizi Grande Grocer, 634 E: New York
Assaciates threatening a law- | St. o

iit if board members approve |  Health officials warn thatany
eboundarymap asdrawn. | food bought at the store’ on or
School board members plan | after May 21 that is not cann
, vate on the high school | should be thrown away.
yundary.plan june 28 in the The origin of the salmonella
gin High auditorium. is unknown and the health

Thursday, June 24,

»DON'T MISS OUT! ¢

department is working with the
Ilinois Department of Public
Health to complete food tests
and identify a source. -

Fl Paso Grande has closed
until the all test results are
returned and analyzed. -

Salmonella is a bacterial dis-

m -
-

|

F3

IS
ne

¢ to

or
Ve
) -

. 8§)

ease characterized by sudden - . -

onset of diarrhea, abdominal

cramping, headache, nausea;.

fever and sometimes vomiting.
People suffering from those

symptoms are encouraged.to. - )
ed calltheirdoctor. . '

For more information, call
the Kang County Health
Department at (630) 208-3801.
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| Kostel

STC school
supermtendent
retzres
ByHEATHHDcsoﬁ :

K?né County Chronicle -

" ST. CHARLES— Fran Kostel
© never set out to become super-

intendent of a school district. -

* Monday was his last day on

2-year educatlon career
[O’ ! M— "\“C%e job as the St. Charles school

district superintendent, capping

" off an eight-year tenure in the

" role and 32 years as an educator.

He also served seven years as St.

Charles High School principal.
“It has been-a tremendous

.opportunity, a privilege toworkin
-an éxcellent schoeol district with

outstanding people,” Kostel said.
“Being part of the system for 15
years and having the opportunity

to'workasahigh school principal, |
whichis a extraordinary opportu- .
“nity itself, and then to be superin-

been a profes-

Kostel 55,
officially re-

tires June 30.
His successor
is  Barbara
Erwin, most
recently su-
perintendent
of the Scottsdale, Ariz., school
district. She takes over ]uly 1.

" Kostel

tendent ithas -

sional - privi-

Enrollment hike

STC expects 27 percent
increase in school enrollment.

Page 3A

district includes managing dra-
maticenrollment growth, over-
seeing the building of new
schools and two successful ref-
erendums. And there also was
the renovation of St. Chailes

- East High School. :

Kostel's tenure at the school

See KOSTEL, page 2 - .

}ﬁ(ostel |
Continued from page'1
’ -Schooi board ﬁesident
" Mary Jo Knipp said Kostel led

the school district through its
toughest tihe and managed ~

. enrollment increase. .
"I think his biggest fault, if
" you can call it one, is that he
puts others before himself"
Knipp said. “He has always
wanted to make sure that his
colleagues and staff work to-
-ward their potential. A l:rue
gentleman.”. . -
. Farmer  school board
President Steve Cole said

managed growth and helped

-start key academic programs.
Cole was. board prestdent
2001-03.+ .

“1 thmk that the district
has been well served by Fran
Kostel,” Cole said. "He has
added value to the school dis-
trict. And we should all wish
him Godspeed :

Kostel said the accom-
plishmentswere part of team-
workin the district.

But there were challenges.

Kostel points to the choice
to shutter St. Charles East
High School to overhawl the
interior after mold was found

the district throuph its biggest -

Kostel faced difficult Issues,

in the buﬂd.mg in 2001 as one
of the biggest challenges he
faced as superintendent.’ -
“The greatest cha]lenge
was when we had to close
East H.lgh School for gver 16
months,” . Kostel > said.
“Certainly, it'was a gituation -
that no one wanted, butithad
to be dealt with'{In. the ent,
we have two new high schools
in a sensé because East ‘was

-totally rebuilt ... Gy

-For Kostel, hJs reurement
ends a career in education

-that started as a high §¢hodl

math teacher in-a small all-

. gitls private $chool in 1972,

About two years ‘later,. he
moved on to teach math at a
public high school in Orland

Park, where he became assis- . -

tant principal in 1981.

Kostel was hired as St.
Charles High School principal | -
in 1989 and became district

superintendent in 1996, ‘He

plans to begin consulting in
the fall.

“Ileoked at my careet: as 1
journey. I am still on that jour-
ney.Ithas been veryexciting,”
Kostel said. "Withoutadoubt, . -
the .thing that 1 will. miss
about leaving are the peaple,
That includes staff, students
and cormnmunity. There. are
outstandlng people in our

-community” Cags

uln
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Beykirc h'f ‘

bypasses
race for
mayor

m Family matters: Aldeﬁnari
cites father’s Alzheimer’s as.
he decides to sit out in ’05

By Dave Parro
_ STAFF WRITER

_ AURORA—Despite hav- |
ing already unofficially an- ¥
nounced-his candidacy for §
mayor, Alderman Chris
Beykirch said Monday that
unforeseen family circum-
stances have forced him to
sit out for at least another
four years.

In aletter to Mayor David
Stover, the City Council,
and his friends and support-
ers, Beykirch said his po-
tential campaign was well
received throughout the city. He also said he
expected to have the necessary financial back-
ing to be competitive in what is now a four- -man
race.

In the past two weels, “we had dec1ded that a
run for mayor was completely viable,” wrote
Beykirch, who first indicated in Apn] that he
was considering his candidacy.

Monday, however, Beyk:rch said has come
“to the realization that new is not my time.”
More than anything, the 8th Ward alderman
said his father’s battle with Alzheimer's Disease
will keep him from becoming a candidate in the

2005 city election.

Aurora Alderman
Chris Beykirch .
says he'll consid-
er running for -
‘mayor in 2009" ‘

“Although he had the disease when I started .

this assessment of my candidacy, [
“+ Turn to BEYKIRCH, A2

BEYKIRCH

me Page Al

underestimated the steep declme
he would take and the extreme
pressure it places on a family,”
Beykirch wrote. “My parents mean
everything t¢ me, and I will not let
them down.”

Beykirch’s father, Henry
Beykirch, was an alderman in
Belleville, near St. Louis, for 36
years and “ my role model and
inspiration,” Beykirch said.

Although he had already set a June:

28 date to announce his candidacy,
Beykirch said a family visit
downstate last week changed his
mind.

“For me to try and take on new
and exciting challenges knowing

what is going on there would be
foolish and selfish,” Beykirch said.

Four other candldates remain in’

the race. Beylnrch challenged

Aurora voters “to ask the current

field of candidates to be more

specific about how we will meet the

challenges we face ... Ask how they

;vill doit... Ask how they plan to pay
orit”

Candidates’ reaction

Had Beylkirch entered the race,
his overwhelming support in recent
city elections could have made it
difficult for other candidates to win
votes on the far East Side, His

absence likely throws the DuPage
Couuity vote up in the air,
Candidates Tom Weisner and B111 _

- Wryatt are from the West Side, while

Richard Irvin grew up on the near
East Side and now lives on the

" border of old and new Aurora.

Arngel Hernandez lives on the near
East Side.

Irvin said he doesn’t believe that
Beykirch had the far East Side voté
locked up, but he said it will now be
more difficult to get’ DuPage County
residents involved in the mayor’s
race; Newer residents tend to be
less aware when citywide elections

‘are being held; he said.

“What I think he would have
done on the far East Side was make
people aware that a race was going
on,” Irvin said. “So now;I'll probably
have to work a little harder to get
that message out.” .

Wyatt said he was: lookmg .
forward to hearing the issues
Beykirch would have raised as an
alderman, but he said Beykirch

. made the right decn_slon given his .

family hardships.

“It's a real time-consuming effort,
and if you don't have the time to
pour yourself into it, it’'s best not to
get in,” Wyatt said. “So I really
respect his decision.”

Beykirch, 40, who was elected to
the City Council in 1995, said he has
not ruled -out running for mayor in
the future and will reconsider his.
options and circumstances in four
YEears. o i
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Outer-belt
gets more scrutiny

10f193 tracts has
been purchased

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

.The state's purchase. of
nearly an acre ncar the Fox
River in Kendall County does
not necessarily signal that an
outer-helt expressway linking
Interstate Highways 88 and 80
will be built along Chicagu's
far western fringe, state high-

| way planners said.

The' $177,500  “hardship”

| purchase in September was

the only acquisition by the INi-
nofs Department of Transpor-
tatton since it moved in July
2002 to protect from develop-
ment a 36-mile-Jong, 400-foot-
wide transportation corridor
through Kane and Kendall
Counties,

“It was 0.9 ncres out of a 4.2-
acre site on the north side of
the Fox River between York-
ville and Plano,” sald Rick
Powell, IDOT project manager.
"It was apparent to the owners

. ened by development, he said.

belt proposal

that they could not build on it

with the corridor protection |

there so what they did was ap-
ply for a-‘hardship acquisi-
tion,’ ” he said. . T
Talks are under¥way’ With
anether owmer to buy land
near Interstate Highway B0
and Minooka that is threat-

“There are 193 parcels in the
protected corridor and there
has been one acquisition since
the order of protection was
signed,” Powell said. That un-
derscores IDOT's commit-
ment to identify every viable
transportation altermative for
meeting the long-term traffic
n_eeds of a 1,600-square-mlile,
six-county area that includes
the corridor, he sald.

The ongoing Prairle Park-
way Preliminary Engineering
Study does not presuppose
that an expressway linking
I-88 and I-80 is the only or best
alternative for addressing the
growing area’s long-term traf-
fic needs, Powell said.

“We encourage the public to

PLEASE SEE OUTER BELT, PAGE 7.

JUNE 16, 2004

OUTER BELT:
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_ Feedback

from public
encouraged

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

provide feedback and offer any
transportation alternatives that
they feel may benefit the future
transportation development of
this reglon,” said IDOT District
3 Engineer John Kos, touting
two public participation’ work-
shops set for Wednesday.
. The INOT workshops are
scheduled from 3 to 5 p.m. and 6
to 8 p.m. in Yorkville's Beecher
Community Center

Jan Strasma, a spokesman for
Citizens Againstthe Sprawlway,
which has opposed the state's
corridor protection effort from

‘the outset, said the grouyp has’

been “advising cur folks to at-
tend the fworkshops) and make
whatever suggestions they feel
are important.”

State planners “seem to be Lis-
tening,” sald Kane County
Board Chairman Mike McCoy
(R-Aurora), who prefers a more
casterly route than the current
proposed alignment.

~The meetings are encourag-
ing. They seem to be consider-

- ing all optons,” said McCoy

who, along with Strasma and
Brook McDonald, chief execu-
tive of The Conservation Foun-
dation in Naperville, participat-
ed recently in one of several pri-
vate meetings IDOT planners
and consultants had with area
policymakers before Wednes-
day’s public sessions. .

Because the state established
a protected corridor before
studying the region's transpor-
tation needs, McCoy sald a per-
ception of the inevitability ofan
otter belt lingers.

McDonald agreed. “IDOT and
their consultants are certalnly
talking as if they are not bound
by the existing protected corrl-
dor" he said, "The process they
aredoingright now is whatthey

" should have been doing initially
- and they would have more cred-

ibility .

“People want to believe that
it’s an open case, but decp down
inside people are pretty skepti-
cal,” McDonald said.

The support that state Trans-
portation Secretary Tim Martin
and House Speaker Pennis Has-
tert (R-111) have showm for com-
structon of a Prairie Parkway
has done little to ease that skep-
ticism, Strasma said.

Based on the results of the

workshops, IDOT proposes to
define a range of potential alter-
natives, from widening existing
routes and creating major arte-
rial streets to making mnss
transit improvements and
building new expreasways.

The workshops follow the re-
lease In March of a preliminary
needs analysis of the study area,
including Kendall and parts of

Kane, Grundy, DeKalb, Will and -

LaSalle Counties. It concluded
that 85 percent of the area’s

- oadways consist of twolane

streets and highways that are
congested and face a 76 percent
inerease in vehicle teips by 2030
A lawsult challenging the
state’s authority to protect the

gxisting corridor is pending in |.
fthe state’ Appellate Court in El- |

gin. The suit was dismissed by a
lower court. .
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‘Kané boar

S

targets federal
money for -
historic house .

" By Steve Lord
. STAFF WRITER

~ preservation project

GENEVA — An Aurora Kape Coun--
ty Board member is questioning
whether federal money intended to
renovale blighted properties should in-
clude a hired man's house built in the
1870s. .

The County Board Development
Committee Tuesday supported spend-
-ing about $28,500 in federal Commu-
nity Development Block Grant funds
to help renovate the hired man’s
house on the Corron Farm property,
recently purchased by Campton
Township as a farmland and historic

The money would go to the town-
ship through the county, which adimin-
isters the federal grant program. The .
township intends to turn the historic

' Corron Farm, a former dairy eperation,
.ihto a worling musewmn. )

“Campton Township's intent is to
create a museum, and this house is
part of it,” said Barb Wojnicki, R-3t.
Charles, Campton's board representa-

tive.

_ But board member Gerry Jones, D-
‘Aurora, said he wondered if this feder-
al money was intended for such a pro-

Ject. .

“To me, that moncy should be going
to buildings in urban areas,” Jones
said, *T understand the historic value of
the site in general, but why the handy-
man's house? I don't see CDBG doing
any of this.” : .

Scott Berger, block grant adminis-
trator for Kane County, said the house
has value as part of the overall Corron
Farm site. It will be part of showing [
‘how people lived in Kane County in the
19th century. .

Mark VanKerkhoff, director of
Building acd Community Services,
said becatise so little has béen done to
the 18705 house, it “is almost like | |
being frozen in time.” ) ) .

He pointed out that the block grant
-money is actually left aver from the
2002 funding year. No one else has ap-

- plied for it, he said, Also, the money
ould only pay part of the estimated
73,000 it will take to renovate the
house. The rest will be paid for hy
Campton Township, or by volunteer in-
find work and contributions.
L::r{t.s unused funding, no one else
‘tame forward, and this is a historic site
that is an asset to the community,” said

oard member Doug Weigand, R-
- Batavia. :

" “They (Campton Township) spent
- millions of dollars on open space, and

they will pay for mast of the renova-

tion. It's not like they came to us

emply-handed.”

*" Committee members voted in favor

of the expenditure, with only Jones vot-

-

!

.. Just as important, such a

this year. Please veto that bill, Gow, Blagojevich

f | b-/6-04 —i
QRVEw  Beacon eSS

No deadline
for freedom

-of information

At issue: A bill would force
. Notat all — if they are den

We say: This would be g 5

People to sue quickly — or
iod access to publichr’ecurds.
athack for freedom,

hen politicians pro
] pose r
}}:ehmd closed doors the d‘3
10W our tax money is spent or whg
oW our tax o r who our pub-
ShIfI)lllel]d worry.po c1es will benefit, then people rightly
0is is notorious among the
door government. [t was the last
dom of Informatiop law, in 1983,

When' then-Gov. James Thompson signed the bill

;nxtgei?;g he did so with an amendatory that added 26
et brel?u;_dzfl g;gsrgnt nstance when government
discuss policy that affec? 3?:1311 A make decisons and

In the 21 years since, the Ilinois Press Association

reports that another 54 exemiptions have been added

to the law. The process to
] I obtain a governm,
g?tli]eze ]et]llg‘ﬂ'ly and governments — whet]'lee:-ntthf; ﬁf—g
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whatever — h; i
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; g 10 court. i i
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{ short deadline a] -
tsoug:s sz&ch cases will end up in court— or geagrl;l;;:g
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fom 2 éovg;:;ﬁgog last year, signing a law that re-
Jthes Bover nts to keep verbatim records of se-

He should not set back

asons for hiding
ecision making of

50 states for closed-
state to adopt a Free-
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tfor filing suit if -
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Jewel talks stall

‘WeDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2004 Pace 3A

in Sugar Grove

By KELLEY CASINO
Kane County Chronicle

SUGAR /GROVE — Village
board members insist a compro-
mise cani be reached, but niegotia-

tions for a proposed Jewel-Osco

and shopping center were stalled.
- againTuesdaynight. . .
“We're just not going to be able
to move forward at this point,”
" David Nebel of Waterford Real

Estate Developers said. “1 think it

will be a while hefore we can get .

backtoyouwithanything” -
‘The 200,000-square-foot shop-
ping center is proposed for the
northeast comer of Route 47 and
~ Galena Boulevard, where the land
already has been annexed in to the
villageand zoned. -

Four main issues, which devel- |

opers said are very serious, stand in
the way of drafting a development
ordinance to be approved by the
board. Mostboard members, how-
ever, supported staff decisions over
the requests of the developers.
“If we want full access ... then
thats the way its going to be’
_Trustee Bob Bohler said of the vil-
lage’s desire to connect the pre-ex-
isting Castle Bank and Phillips 66
station to the new development
with no strings attached. “This is
pur community, we're the village

_ court, we're making the decisions

for the residents. It's not the other
way around.”

Jim Homecker, real estate
manager for Jewel-Osco, said pro-
viding any access to Castle Bank
makes that property an outlot of
. the development, but some board
members were unhappy with that
assessment. _

Trustees Mari Johnson and
Thormas Renk said the easernent

between the properties should be

penciled in for future development
if it is warranted. _

Also debated was whether the
village should offer an incentive
agreement to help offset extraordi-
nary costs of development.

Tracy Kasson, an attorney 1ep-
resenting the developers, said
much off-site work would need to
be done, including widening
Galena Boulevard and putting left
and right turn lanes on -Park
Avenue and Route 47, among other
things. | .

~ The majority of board mem-
bers were unwilling to offer a sales
tak abaternent as of Tuesday night .
for various reasons, including the
slow pace of the project, negative
negiotiations and the possibility of
deterring future grocery stores.

“I'm just looking for more as-
surances,” Johnson said. “T dont
want it perceived that the village
doesn't want development, be-
cause that's not true. We have tried

. to cooperate, and I feel we have

beenstrungalohg” =~ .

The remaining two issues were
held pending further résearch and
attorney review. o

_Direction was givento staff and
developers to attempt future nego-
tiations and eventually bring the
project to the board for approval,
althoughitis unclearwhenthe next .
meeting willbe.. :

The Jewel itself would be ap-
proximately 63,000 square feet,
leaving plenty of square-footage for
inline shops and a 16,000-square-

foot, freestanding shopping center.

Community  Development
Director Scott Buening said the
projectwould be very beneficial for
the village, adding, “It provides a
marketwedonthave” . ©

Sugar Grove doesn'thave a gro-
cery store right now;, the nearest
one being in Yorkville or the west
side of Atrora. Buening said some
residents even go to Batavia to
shop. S
“T just want everyone to oy to
keep an open mind about the big-
ger picture — to get the first, the
largest, the biggest retail develop-
ment in Sugar Grove,” Nebel said.
“We are very excited about the op-

portunity to come here, but its - |

going to be along-term process.”
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BY PATRICK WALDRON

el B

BY DENISE PERRY

N o0y o
| C_orro%_ i?%rm(r{may get

Daily Herald Staff Weiter -

A small, two-story 19th cen-
tury house on the Corron Farm
in Campton Township needs a
coat of paint and some other

1] | touch-ups, and Kane County’s-
| | community development block

grant program is poised to make

But at least one county board

member thinks the $28,592

block grant would be of greater

use for neighborhood upkeep in
the more urban areas of the :

county rather thar spent at an
old dairy farm now owned by,
the township. ;

“1 o't see community deVel_Qd

.opment block grant money

tearing that building down,” said
Gerald Jones, an Aurora Democ-
rat. “What makes it so unique to
spend mongy to save it.”-

Jones questioned why the’

money, received from the fed-
eral government through the
grant program, would be used to
Testore-a building buiit in the
1870s that is not now, nor really
ever has been, a residence.’ o
The grant program'’s adminis-
trators, Campton Township

officials and ultimately the -
county board’s' developtnent’

cormmittee disagreed with Jories’

opinion, saying the Corron Farm -

would be an appropriate and

important place to spend the
money. .

grant money

- be:ing used for ariytﬁing but

_glimpse intothe past.© .
Board member Barb Wojnicki,

Sredd

“Restoration is an acceptable
activity,” said Scott Berger, the

grant program’s manager. “This .-

is a historic praperty” -

The building is known as the

1

‘hired man's house and is one of

the oldest structures on the
farm. It was added eaxlier this
year to the list of the county’s
historic places. County officials
said the house had never been

electricity and can provide a

who represents most of Camp-
ton Township, said the plan is to

“tumn it all into a museum, - -

- retrofitted with plumbing or

The prbposal now goes to the

-éxgcutive committee
consideration. -

DoNavIN .

'| Daity Heraid Cormespondent .

As Elburn village officials

'looked ahead to upcoming pro-

jects for the next year or more,
IL;Iatra—related tasks topped. the
ist. - : .
During this week's committee
of the whole meeting, Village
Administrator Dave Morrison
noted that the plans for the
Metra station have not been

| finalized. Metra committed to
| building a warming shelter and

the village is working with a
developer to expand that to a

b-04 TadG e
oarc

~ station.

Also, the parking lot design
and engineéring need to be
completed. . - -

‘Metra service is expected to
start by December 2005, -

Police Chief Jim Linane said
his staff is already looking at
video surveillance and other
methods to control crime at the
Metra lot. : x

“We will see an increase in

incidents, with break-ins and -

end-of-the-line scenarios —

people who don't get off the"

train in Geneva when they are
supposed to” he said. “We’ll
needaplan.” - . '

studies future projects

for further

" Linane also mentioned that

“his department is starting’ bike

%Jatrols on weekends and during

estivals. S
- The police department is

hoping to upgrade its phone .

system and Internet capability.
They have no voice mail, Linane
said. ' . .
Other proposals were men-
tioned by Linane, Morrison and
‘Art Sanchez, public woiks direc-
tor. . . - A
“There is no .monetary
amount connected to any of
these items,” Village President

Jim Willey said, referring to all of

the projects mentioned. -
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BY. DENISE PERRY
DONAVIN :

Daily Hersld Corresponden

‘The commercial d'evelop—‘

ment at the northeast comer of
routes 47 and 38 is'severa] steps
closer

meeting of the special uge
permit for the bank and final

1 enginéering for most of the site, )
LaSalle Bank and Walgreens °
-are’ the two rain'. tenants

plannied for the & acres of cormer
retail space. Three smaller build-
ings ranging from 4,000 t0'7,000
square feet will be leased to
Testaurants and pther retailers. -

Claremont Holdings Inc. -

plans to retain ownership of the

- property.

- “Never give up a comer,” said
one of. the owners, George

“Maniatas, The primary owner is
- George Tavolars, Both were pre-
but most of .

serit at the' meeting, )
the description and defense of
the design was
Peter Theodore. :

Theodore was also the archi-

tect called in by officials with~

Jewel'food stores, one 'of which
is planned for the southwest

to reality with the-
‘approval by the Elburn plan-
ning commission at Tuesday’s

left to architect.

evafr Dol Beratd
development advances

permil, some engineering for commercial site

corner of the same intersection,
said Elburn village administra.
tor Dave Morrison,

Theodore has created a town

market squate surrounded by
the retail buildings with terra
cotta pots and brick pavers
unlike anything else in Elburn
with' a center seating area, -

“It is imperative to maintain
the specialness and sanctity of

community,” said Theodore, :

“Your guidelines are extensive,
but we exceeded them.” S

The architecture has brick on

all sides and mansard roofs.
There's not a trash bin in sight,
because they are hidden by
brick walls
wrought iron doors. Pedestrian
ys and 20
spaces than the 112 required are
‘also part of the plan, -
“Is this an environmentally
friendly design?” asked plan
commissioner Sue Filek - -

water will drain thiough it,”

Theodore said. “There is a vast

majority of green space and

landscaping. Tt is much more.
pervigus than 99 percent of cen. ,
- ters around here” .. - B

- . Residents came in worried

. canmot

with cedar or-

more parking -

“The square js sand-laid brick .
in a herringbone pattern so.

but left reassured. Questions

about noise, odors from restau-

Tants, and lighting were

answered by both the architect -
and village administrator,
Morrison said, "Acdord.ing to
our zoning ordinance smoke, .
dust, %la're, noise or odors
eave their property.” -
“Because IDOT may not
approve an entry from Route 47,
traffic concerns were raised by
neighbor John Dillen about

N -

trucks on Walker and First

Streets.

Morrison said the village is in
the midst of a general traffic
study and a curb cut o Route
47 is one of the recommenda-
ticns, : :

Final engineering on ail but
the Walgreens site was approved -
by the commissioners so the
Prairie Valley North Commercial
Center can proceed to the vil-
lageboard forapproval, -

o
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. Neﬁghbors don’t want to
play ball Wlth new ﬁelds

. lBY LISA SMITH

. Daily Hzmld Staff Writer

Arguing that it didr't ﬁt the

- surrounding pastoral setting,

-two dozen Campton Township

" residents on Tuesday spoke out

‘- against a plan to develop 17 ball

~'fields on a 120-acre farm site.

Neighbors of the proposed
"Poyrior Park in northwest
+ Campton Township raised con-
cerns about traffic, noise and
. light pollution during the often

- contentious public hearing.
- “1 think all of us moved out

here for the open space," said
‘resident Devin Moose. "
Designed by B]mhurst—based
Conservation Design Forum,
. the coricept plan depicts five
lighted softball. fields, four

. . lighted baseball fields, two

" baseball warm-up areas, four
. practice soccer fields, three
practice football fields and one
. lighted football game field.

" The project also includes a
picnic pavilion, two playground
areas, 5,500 feet of sidewalks,
another 5,500 feet of limestone

open space and a building for
- restrooms, concessmns and |

‘off Swanberg Road, with park-

. received, numerous’ requests for

‘last year and funded by a 2001 |

- cials do not have a timetable in

tralls, 45 acres of naturahzed

storage. . _
Two entrances would be built )

ing proposed for about 500
vehicles inside the park. ;
-Township Supervisor Neal
Anderson said the township has

such “active recreation” sites:”: - | :

“These:facilities are extremely ;
important to our community,” | -
said resident Joe Garbarski..
“We're helping our kids in the
cornmumty, gwmg them a place
to play.” '

But most re51dents at the
hearing said they wanted to see
more green space in the park.

- The site; between Silver Glen
and Empire Roads just west of
Swanberg Road, was acquired |

open space referendum. -
sAnderson said the township is

pursuing a $400,000 state grant

to create the park. He said offi- |

place for developing the site.




|Jewel-Bico pln on?

hold in Sugar Grove

BY KIMBRIELL KELLY
Duily Herald Staff Writer

A proposal to build a Jewel-
Osco in Sugar Grove is on hold

after the board Tuesday night.

refused to approve a $1 million
incentive agreement.
Trustees hoped that in offer-
ing the incentive, Jewel officials
- would commit to a timetable o

build after years of discussions

and no construction. Stll, Jewel
officials said they could not say
_in what year they might start the
project. _
“We have tried to cooperate
up to a certain point,” Trustee
‘Mari Johnson said. “But I feel
like we've been strung along.”
Jewel officials havé been
working on plans for three

years, though the project is not
a done deal. The village has
been discussing a possible eco-
nomic incentive for the last
year. ‘

“The incentive ién't there for
Jewel to build now,” Village Pres-
ident P. Sean Michels said of the
proposed offer. '

The board, however, didn't

rule out the possibility of an

incentive and directed village -

staff members to continue
negotiations with the property
owner, Waterford Real Estate
Development Inc., and Albert-
son's, which owns Jewel. The
board said a future agreement
could include an incentive for
the first grocery retailer larger

See DEAL on PAGE 9

P e

Deal: Tirustee says incentive isn’t needed.

Conténued from Fage 1

than 60,000 square feet to build
at the site, or could include a
timetable for Jewel.

If built, the 61,000-square-
foot Jewel-Osco would be the
largest retail store in Sugar
Grove. It would be one of two
anchors in a planned, 200,000-
square-foot shopping center at
the southeast cormer of Route 47
and E. Park Avenue,

Some trustees said there’s no
need to offer a grocer an incentive
in an area ripe with consurners.

“In the last 18 months Sugar
Grove has become the place to
be. If Albertson's doesn't see
that, it can't be our responsibil-
ity,” Trustee Kevin M. Geary
said. “Grocery stores don't get
incentives. By the nature of their
business, they have to be there
because that’s where their con-
sumers are.”

.- The agreement, proposed by
Albertson’s, would have required
the village to rebate Jewel the
lesser of $1 million or seven
years of sales tax revenue the vil-
lage collects from the store. The
agreement would have begun a
year after approval.

Jewe] officials say they need
the money to complete $3.2
million in off-site public
improvements, such as adding -
turn lanes.
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. The readers are restless

Isthata groﬁp' bf irate t_ownspeoplé

" carrying torches and pitchforks?

Mz. Page, 1 am surprised you did not’

. getyour facts straight, or you were given

misinformation, I take issue with your

. somehow age-prejudiced belitling

descriptions of the ladies of Carroll Tower.

. You, Mr. Page, have it all wrong. These

educated and polite and proper people do
not “hiss nasty words.” How can you in all
good conscience print what is not true?
Itsagift. ) : :
) . KWk
Next, a broadband trifecta:

" (Forwarded e-mail) S
Subject; Tri-Cities Broadband issue
Who is this Mr. Page? He mustbea

total idiot. Is he just some resident who.
likes to mouth off? There's one in every
crowd I guess. My suggestion is to either
invite Mr. Page to a meeting, or to just
ignore him. ' ’

" Bill, - : :
Your repetition of the same anti-FTTH
(fiber to the homie) talking pointsare
tiresome and sometimes lack fact. You
have no proof that the technology leap

- won't work. And I happen to believe that

the folks that are leading this drive are .
sophisticated enough to do the job right.

Bill, -
‘We'd love the chance to sit and talk
with you about the new broadband
proposal, A

So, I take it you're holding back on the .
“Igriore the total idiot” option for now? 1
don't know. ..being “just some resident who
likes to mouth off,” I'm probably not
sophisticated enough for the likes of. aliof
you. A

. ks -

I got a real jolt from the recent articl
about Randall Road and the enforcement
of the new speed limit. The funniest part
was the lamentation by some official
wondering how the county can get out the
word and ediicate those drivers who
speed on the S-curve. 1guessall of the
signs saying “Speed Limit 50 mph” isn't
enough. By the way, what do you think of
the county’s inane plan to narrow the
lanes and put in the 9-inch concrete
divider? ) .

A narrow lane in Kane near Crane is
plain inane. (And thank youso much for
thatsetup...) : .

LR J

Iheard‘_al ruinbrfhat a group of .

dissatisfied GOP leaders is trying to draft
an opponent to State Sen. Chris Lauzen in

:the 2006 elections. Any truth to this

ramor? And if there is, whom are we

- talkjng about?

The rurnors are true... as far they go.
It's no secret many Republican biggies
would love to see Chris replaced with
someone they could actually work with,
but no serious names have surfaced.
Interestingly, if someone does step up to

' take on Lauzen, they'll be well financed by

these same heavyweights. 1d do it, but the
requirements for elected office are too
much for me — especially the mandatory
rubber chicken dinners.

. k%

In reading the news reports about the
retirernent of District 303's Superin-
tendent Fran Kostel, L have only seen
quotes from school board members. [
know the parents and students who went
through the whole mold horror have a lot
different view of Kostel than some of his
friends on the board. Why didn't you also
print what his non-fans had to say?

Because this is a family newspaper, not

.cable TV.

. LR = 3

Please stop writing about the situation
at Corron Elementary School. You
obviously do not have any compassion for
the parents and children caught in this
terrible problem. The reason there’s a
lawsuit is because it's the only way the
parents have to prevent their children

* from having to go to school with children

who aren't from their neighborhood.
And this is a problem how?
LR 2

1 can't believe yoﬁ are taking the side

- of the people in Maple Park who were

busted in a gambling sting. Gambling is a

" terrible activity and causes a lot of pain-

and anguish. .
Tell me about it. T had the Lakersin
Six. ) :

Your arrogance is unbelievable! How

“can you continue to write such stupid

things about the broadband project? You

_are a half-wit!

“Half-wit?”What happened to "total .

‘idiot?” And is this a promotion or

demotion? )

« Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
{630) 584-G809 or -

wpage@mediawerks.org. _'

A~ 2
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. By ToNA KUNZ

Daily Herald Staff Writer

A 63-year-old man gunned
‘down by a Geneva police officer
last month had more than twice

. the legal limit of alcohol in his

system and was a “time bom )

according to officials. ’
“There was no doubt in my

mind he got out of his car to

~“stick that officer;” said Illinois
' ‘State Police Master Sgt. Kris
_‘Melvin, who-investigated the

shooting in the parking lot of

- -the'Citgo Gas Station on Route.

38 and Crissey Avenue in
Geneva. . '
" A'Kane County coroners jury

" “Wednesday agreed the officer

likely was in danger and
deemed the shooting of Dimas
Santiago as a justifiable homi-
cde. - - -
Geneva police and the state
police have ruled the same.
Kane County State's Attorney

" Meg Gorecki will release 3 final

report on the shooting today
that will include information
from the ¢oroner's inquest.

D e m&,f/ .
Jury: Shooting was Jugfgléf{/

Coroner Chuck West said that-
when Santiago was pulled over -

May 15 by a 29-year-old veteran
Geneva police officer, he had a
blood alcohol content of .218.

. Melvin said Santiago had driven

from his home in Rockford,
where he_got drunk and in a

‘fight 'with his-wife earlier in the

day - =
Santiago had friends in the

area and a-stepdaughter living a.

few blocks away, but police said

it was never clear if he was on-
-his way to see them. What was
‘clear after talking with friends

and family, Melvin said, was
that Santiago was.a “time
bomb:” . o

" The officer who pulled Santi-
ago over told Melvin that he saw
Santiago start to reach for his
wallet and then change his

_mind and grab a knife. The 8--
inch kitchen steak knife was left.

over from a trip with his wife
the day before to cut willow
branches, Melvin said.

The presence of the knife
likely would have violated his

probation for two prior DUIs

| i

and a third he was facing in
DeKalb County along with
charges of possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession
of marijuana. Santiago might
have worried about going back
to prison, a place he'd already
been on attempted murder
charges, Melvin speculated.

Whatever he was thinking,.

when the officer leaned in the

-passenger’s-side window of the

car and asked for Santiago’s

license, he decided to grab a

knife instead and jumped out of

"the car, said Melvin.

The officer said he backed up,

trying to put space between the

two of them and yelling for San-
tiago to put the knife down.

Santiago kept approaching, |

silently. )
The officer tripped, and by
the time he rose up and pulled

his gun, Santiago had cleared |

much of the distance between
them, Melvin said. The officer
fired two shots piercing Santi-
ago’s abdomen and his heart.

_He dropped to the pavernent on

Route 38 without a pulse.

A R
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Irvm puts
emphasis
on reusing

old assets

~.: n Economlc development

Aurora mayoral candidate

: vrants to employ eminent

domain for redevelopment

By Dave Parro
STAFF WRITER

AURORA — Standing in front of the
abandoned Chicago Northern Railroad
depot on South Broadway, mayoral candi-

. date chhard Irvin Wednesday outlined his

economic development
plan to revitalize the

city.

Using the dilapidat-
ed 1923 structure and
the surrounding 17
acres as an example of
! wasted opportunities,
Irvin promised to ag-
gressively pursue de-
velopment of the site
and similar properties
throughout Aurora.
The old train station
was abandoned in 1986
when the downtown

deyelopment plans

_ commuter station was moved to the Aurora
_Transportation Center on North Broadway.

“We've got to use properties like this

 spread through the city that are remnants
- of Aurora’s greatness,” Irvin said.

< Turn to IRVIN, A2

IRVIN

From Page Al

One of the main elements of
Irvin’s plan, and perhaps the most
crucial to its success, is forcing

- owners who sit on vacant property

to develop or sell the eyesores. If

~ they won't comply, the city should

take the property through eminent
domain and turn it over to a devel-
oper who is Wﬂhng to invest in if,
he said. -

Redgveloping doWntown is cru-

“icial to the city’s success because it

will bring big businesses to Auro-
ra, Irvin said. A full-time city lobby-
ist who travels to Springfield and
Washington would bring back re-
sources to aid the process, he said.

“We've got to actually go out

-there and force things to happen,”
Irvin said. “We can't just sit on our
_hands.”

Eminent domain is commonly
used for taking property for public
uses, such as roads, but confiscat-
ing land for private development
could be more difficult to prove to
a judge as a higher and better pub-
lic use.

As Aurora learned during the

_failed RiverCity project, which in-

clyded the train depot, taking land
for redevelopment isn't easy. The
city sought quick-take power from
the state to acquire some of the
prroperty for the $450 million pro-
fgct. but the General Assembly
would not grant the authority. .

- City spokesman Bill Catching
said Aurora has rarely used emi-

" nent domain because the cases can

be tied up in court for years, and
piospective developets don’t stick

wround that long: Quick-take au-
- tharity allows a city'to immediately

take possession of property, but it
his to be approved by lawmakers

o1 a case-by-case basis.

While the city has the power to
use eminent domain, land acquisi-
tion is still costly.

“Typically, we have shied away

from using eminent domain,”

Catching said.

Environmental attorney Jeif
Jeep, who Irvin contacted becatse
he has helped other cities redevel-
op old manufacturing sites, said
Aurora does have the ability to use
eminent domain to take contami-
nated property such as the train
depot land. The law holds previous
owners responsible for cleanup if
the property is held by the city, he

. said.

Irvin’s opponents in the spring
2005 city election — Tom Weisner,
Bill Wyatt and Angel Hernandez —
each have listed economic devel-
opment as a top priority in their
campaigns, but none of them have
specifically mentioned using emi-
nent domain as a main tool. Wyatt
said Wednesday that condemna-
tion isn’t always effective and
should be used only as a last re-
sort.

“Before you start throwmg
words like that around, you have to
sit down with the owner and nego-
tiate,” Wyatt said.

Irvin, a private attorney, said it

-Wouldnt be easy to take property,

but the city has to at least attempt
it in some cases for the sake of re-
development.

“The reality is that we have to
try it,” Irvin said. “We can’t just let

. it sit there and let it be blighted.”

Other elements of Irvin's eco-
nomic -development -plan an-
nounced Wednesday include form-
ing an economic development ad-
visory committee, forming an edu-
cation committee for work force
development and building better
relationships with county, and
other nearby governiments.




Pubhc offers solut

By Matt Hanley
' STAFF WRITER

YORKVILLE - At two public

meetings Wednesday, nearly
_ everyone agreed there is a need for
relief from dangerously crowded
‘roads — especially Route 47.

' But what to do to solve the traffic
problem was about as clear as the
spaghettilike designs drawn on the
maps around the room. :

“We're really trying to engage the .

public in this process,” said Jason
.-Poppen, a spokesman for the
*¢onsulting group assisting the
Illincis Department of
Transportation. “And we're grateful
for (their) input.”

'About 25 city representatives and
landowners sat at three tables with
maps of the Kendall-Will-Kane area.
* Each person was invited to draw on

. .the map their ideas of what would -

*“work best to relieve the traffic
problems that have plagued the
area. ' ‘

Participants sketched
- suggestions that ranged from
widening existing roads and
building Yorkville and Aurora
bypasses to leaving room between

“highway lanes for a train track.

ok
ions

All the ideas will be sent to IDOT
engineers, who will create lists of
possibilities, and present those
condensed versions to the public in
the next few months.

The hope is that those options
will address four needs identified by
IDOT: Improve tégional mobility;
address needs of local roads;
improve access to jobs outside the
region; and improve safety.

" Prairie Parkway -

The Prairie Parkway, linking
Interstate 88 in central Kane County
with Interstate 80 near Minooka in
Grundy Couinty, is the state’s major
road proposal for the area.

While the highway is still
considered a proposal, not a plan,

. IDOT this week purchased the first

of more than 160 plots that lie in the
road’s proposed corridor, running
through western Kane and Kendall
counties down to Minooka.
According to project manager
Rick Powell, the state bought one .9
acre piece of property north of the

Fox River between Plano and

Yorkville. Although the state is
years from possibly laying down
pavement, the property owners felt
they couldn’t build on land that

SEACOr77 I7ECLS
to traffic woes

might eventually be ceded to the
state. s
“They probab]y could have built
something and stayed for 10 years
and never had a problem,” Powell
said, “but long range, they just
didn’t want to do anything.”

Other property owners will face
the same decisions as the Prairie
Parkway project moves along, and
Wednesday, everyone was clearly
struggling with an appropriate way
to balance property and -
transportation needs.

On his way out of the meeting,
Ron Vrabel said he planned to take
side roads, even though Route 47
would have been the shortest trip
back to his home in rural Minooka.
After attending the wake of a friend
who had died in a car accident on
Sunday, he just couldn’t stomach
the truck traffic anymore.

Vrabel reflected the attitude of
many people in attendance: he
didn’t necessarily need a big new
highway, yet he was tired of the
local traffic.

*I just have to stay away from the
trucks,” he said. “They talk about
30-year plans — there’s a problem
here now that they should do
something about.”

- L -- . Y [ ]
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Talk of the project was not
scheduled for discussion by the

this point,”

there's noth-
planning commission Chairman

pending be-
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developess.
, and
Most, if niot all, of the atten-
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will be

Officials allowed residents to
ask a few questions at the end of
ublic hearings

the meeting.

side effects of the proposal.

— Kane County Chronicle

No p
held until developers have made

|- an official water park proposal.
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Power line pfan_ about out of steam

"BY PATRICK WALDRON

Daily Herald Staff Writer _
) The Randall Road power

~ line proposal sits only one

bureaucratic step away from
becoming a memory. .
Judges at the Hlinois Com-

- .merce Commission have
recommended throwing out -

St. Charles officials’ challenge
to ComEds desire to thwart its

own Randall Road power line -full

plan first brought to the com-
mission in December 2002,
If granted by the full utility

" oversight panel somefime in

July, the so-called power tower
proposal once touted by
ComEd as the best and only
way to bring much-needed
power to the Fox Valley will be

~ gone for good. :

“The proposed order sup-

. ports ComEd’s position and

We are optimistic that the 1CC

wiil bring clbsure tolthis.
issue,” ComEd spokeswoman

-Meg Amato said. 4
As the last real holdout
‘keeping the dying proposal

alive, St=-Charles now says it
won't get in the way.

_ “It’'s timie to just move on,”
Mayor Sue Klinkhamer said. .

Any responses challenging -
the latest recommendation are

due by July 9. A date for the
commission’s final judg-
ment hasn't been set.

The - proposal to “string
138,000-volt power lines on
80- to 120-foot-tall poles along

-Randall Road between South
Elgin and North Aurora.
evolved after years of study -

and negotiation between

LComkEd and local wholesale’

power buyers St. Charles and

" Batavia.

The demise of the pro-
posal, in the‘ face of an

"avalanche of political and

public opposition, has taken
nearly as long.

In February, ComEd decided
to spike the Randall Road pro-
posal in favor of upgrading
and expanding its system of
existing 34,000-volt power
lines.”

Using new technology that

allows for more efficient trans-
mission of power, the utility
giant said the power towers no
longer are-the least costly or
best option for the Fox Valley.
. That change in direction by
ComEd came a year after the
company, under mounting
political pressure, put a halt to
the project’s public approval
process.

To build a power line like
the one proposed for Randall
Road, the company was
required to get permission
from the ICC. - ‘
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Training school

| canine purposes

Daily Herald Staff Writer .-

’| For . decades,  Emily
+1 Schweitzer considered it a way.
.| of life on her Dundee Township
estate to pamper her cherished
" | Irish setters, so much so that
‘they even had their ¢wn air-
conditioned dog kennel. -

. Since her death in September
.2001; the Kane County forest
district-owned estate, once alive

howling has been heard — to
tear down the historic buildings
*| the dogs used to fun around.
~But now, it seems, the
Schweitzer property could again
echo with canines under a pro-

‘Elgin'dog training club seeking
| to take over at least part of the
'| 160-acre forest preserve as its
new teaching center. -- .

-“This was her drearn, to have

property,” Kathy Reiland, speak-

Land may
|wanis estate for

"| BY PATRICK WALDRON

with the sounds of dogs bark- -
| ing, has been quiet. But oflate, a°

posal brought forward by an -

"a.dog training operation on her -
ing for Car-Dun-Al Obedience.

-1 8- oq iDcuLvl _

g0 back

Dogs could soon reti.ll:n to the Schweitzer property under a pro--

erald

to hedo o

posed demolitions, chiefly the
Schweitzer buildings. - . A
- Reiland said the Car-Dun-Al
proposal includes the group
sinking $100,000 into rehabbing.

the barn and possibly adding

onto it. The barn then would
serve as home basé forthe club,
which handles about 500 dogs a’
year and is now based at the

. Simpson Electric Co. building in

Reiland said the gfoup has no
interest in Schweitzer's old
home and did not know how

‘theywould use the kennels.

54 . Forest district Commissioner

DAVE TONGE/DAILY HERALD

posal from Car-Dun-Al Obedience Dog Training Club Inc. to lease
the property’s barn from the Kane Gounty Forest Preserve District

Dog Training Club Inc., told the

forest commission’s. utilization
committee in making her pro-
posal this week, -

Adding to that, it’s just about
exactly what the forest district
was looking for, though it may
not save every piece of the
Schweitzer estate. - . . ' -

- “I welcome this enthusiasti-

cally,” said forest district-

commissioner Dan Walter, a
South Elgin Republican. “The
location'is peifect.”, -

as the club’s new training center.

-For months-the forest district
has been poring over an inven-
tory .of its more than 300
buildings on the district’s 12,000
acres. Many of those buildings
have been eyed for demolition,
including Schweitzer’s old
home, the kennel and the barn
now sought by Car-Dun-Al, to
save money on long-term main-
tenance costs.

Historical groups and some
forest commissioners have
objected to a number of pro-

* Barb Wojnicki, a §t..Charles

Republican, had asked if the
club would be willing to use the
house for offices, but Reiland
said that wouldn't be needed.

- Car-Dun-Al is'interested in a

-long-term lease, perhaps 30

years, t0 guarantee a presence.
there for years to come..

- The concept has had some
wondering if the Schweitzer
forest preserve would become a
massive.dog park. That question
remains unanswered, as do
many other specifics.

. Commissioner Jan Carlson,

chairman of the utilization
committee, asked Car-Dun-Al
to work with the forest district
staff members to come up with
a detailed, written request to be -
presented later this summer,
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CpnﬁnUEd from page 1. life- But quite possibly the lives

of infocent bystanders who
may have been harred by Mr,
Santiago.” ¢ - '

Frega 'said

- The Incident is thought tg
- be the Tirst fatal shooting by a
* «Geneva police officerin the de-

Partment’s history, .

. Yates, 29, an officer with the
~-department for 5% years, -was
-placed on administrative duty

for five days and took a week of
-} vacation after the shoptj , but

'returned to patrol work May 30,
Frega said. B ‘

Yates was not on duty

Thursday and could not be’
reached for comment,

Frega

Yates: followed

and did take steps to avoid
shdqtiugSantiago.- L
“The officer was cleaily jus-
tified in shooting the man when
he attacked -with the Inife,”

treat, and Santiago took the op-
Pportunity to continue, The offi-
cer'could have shot him imime-
diately but retreated to create
more distance.” :
Geneva Mayor Kevin Burng
said . he' was ‘happy with
Gorecld’s decision, T

“Its anticlimactic,”
Said of Gorecki’s announce-
ment. “It’s as it should be, Ttwas -
. clear from beginning to end,
butit’s always goad to hear it, It
did not come as a shock or sur-
-prise” " .
Gorecki described Yates'
©work in’

“heroic,” . :

“Officer Yates puthimselfin_
jeopardy when he ‘Tetreated

onto a busy state highway in.
“the dark, hoping to get away
. from the attacker.” Gorecki said
in a statement, “The actions of move "doubts about whether
- Officer Yates saved notonly his the shooting was Decessary,

Bums said. “Our officer, under
eXitemely stressful circum.

-the incident as. in & professional, responsible
: .. and justified manner, We felt

very confident
acted in the
‘posed to.” : . .
Burns said Gorecki’s ag.
nouncement alsc should re-

M . 1:.1_‘.,,"‘
§ Gerieva PoliceLt Jo regs i BANKLYale aetedy -
+i4 Getieva Police Ly S 1 Epronatal ihRe . -
“ . e oL € A nO "‘,'Ep:r_ 1y ¢ q’#ﬂ g
e bitea

situalion T
B i

ons describe
comrect departmerit procedure:-

Fréga said, “(Yates) chose to re- .

- in DuPage

“We're extrermely pleaséd,'f
stances, cartied out his duties -

that our officer
way he was sup.

A

fgmss.cn"é%‘: :
apbenéd one.
et

T
"'L"'A
aniel-Yate

3 NI

d as ‘heroic

. “Itlaid to rest any alterng
tive opinions on the, matter,
Buins said. : .

-, Santiago had an extensjn
criminal -record dating bacl
more than 40'years, Goreck
said. o T

*_*In1963, he was convictec
in Cook County of manslaugh.
probation and 9p days in the

CookCountyJail :

-*In 1965, he was sentenced
to one to 10 yearsin prison for
probation violation,”

* In 1978, he was Convicted
County of involun.-
tary manslaughter, attempted
murder and aggravated battery,

* In 1984, he was paroled
fiom  the -Eagt - Moline
Comrectional Center, ‘a minj-
Mum-security facility. He was
formally discharged ‘from the
prison system in August 1987,
state records show, - ‘

* In 2003, he was convicted
of drunken driving, * :
* In March, he was arrested
in DeKalb County and charged
with drunken iving, posses-
sion of marifuana-and posses- .

" ter and sentenced to, five years

. Sion of drug paraphernalia, . -
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| N. Aurora =

won't seek

election
04 BaCoNn:
" By Brian Shields 77}
 SPEGIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS
NORTH AURQRA -— Village Presi
dent Mark Ruby has decided not to
run for re-€lection in the spring of
2005, as he is satisfied with the job he's .,
done in moving the village and ‘its
hoard forward. - R
- Along that same theme, North Au- -
_rora officially announced the hiring of

Aurora native’
‘Susan McLauglr
lin as the new vil-
lage administra-
tor. McLaughlin
will start July 1,
which ends a 10- §
~month  run
where Ruby and
Buildings Com-
missioner De-
Wayne Williams
did much of the
- administrator’s ident since 1997.
“work after S .
" Robert Nelis Sr. was fired Jast August.
* Ruby has been on the Villagé Board
since 1993 and president since 1997.
He said he Jooks forward to devoting
more time to his two young grandchik
dren and his wife, Marilyn, who will re-
tire from teaching in the West Aurora
School District-at around the same
time Ruby leaves office. Ty
~ “Istillenjoy it, but I will be happyto -
relinquish the position and to orgarize
my tire on my own terms more than
TI've been able to do now,” said Ruby,
who also noted the additional stress of
also serving as administrator. e
“] think (the village} is in good
-shape, not that there aren’t challeng:
ing thingstodoyet.”- - C
‘In November 2002, Ruby told the
- Beacon News he wanted to run for a
third term as village president-be:

& Turn to MAYOR,AZ

Mark Ru has

been village pres-

o

. “Tiom Page Al

) : “cause “there’s a Jot of projects I would
. tlike to see through before [ leave of

fice. C .

" Ruby credits the good relationship
*he has with Board members as the
‘tuechanism that brought many impor-

||+ -tant issues forward within the last four

years, He said housing and business
.defelopment and improvements in-

‘4. . the village largely have happened be- -

Chitse-rustees have not been afraid to

|* sk for what was best for the village.

*_'Qngoing projects involving the Tar-
fiex Traits and Woodland Lakes subdi-
* “Vidlgiis, correction of the bottlencek at
. “Ronites56 and 25, and gafety and aes-
{ thetic improvements along Route 31
‘Alksoare sources of pride for Ruby.

-+ "Boundary agreements are in
place, we have good relationships with
| our neighbors, a lot of commercial
sluffis coming, and we have good con-
% of our finances,” Ruby sumina-

. *I thinkwe have ac.:cdm-plishedalot,

1 "and I say we, because I think it really

" hasbeen a team effort.”

v Ruby said he knows of several pec-
-+ ple who possibly would run for village
PR oA

president in 2005, but he declined to

" name any because they have not

made their intertions public.

McLaughtin, 39, who graduated
from West Aurora High School, is cur-
rently the administrator/comptrolier
for the village of Byron. She will be in-
troduced by the Village Board at the
July 12 board meeting.

.. McLaughlin also has experience

with the city of Rockford and Win-
nebago County government, She had
a master's degree in public adminis-
tration from Northern Winois Univer-
sity and an undergraduate degree
from Minois State University.

“\We've locking forward to her com-
ing here, and I think she will have a
strong stake in the community,” Ruby
caid. “This is home territory for her,
and 1 think we feel we've done wellin
the search, though it took a while.”

Two strong candidates werc con-
sidered in April, but the deals fell
through, and the village had to start
the pew search, which produced

‘McLaughlin. -

Ruby said he will visit village offices
from time to time, but he won't be-
come the equivalent of an honorary
employee in his refirement.

“You don‘t want to do that too much
ifyou can helpit,” Ruby said, "butitsa
habit that will be aitile hard to break.”

. I
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No human West Nile cases confirmed yet - ‘
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drops to 1 in'5 students

SMo

ng rate

ATLANTA - Smoking among
U.S. high school snidents has
fallen to about one in five —
the lowest level in at least a
generation — in a drop-off the
government attributes to anti-
smoking campaigns and higher
cigarette taxes.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention reported
Thursday that nearly 22 percent
of high school students said
they were smokers in 2003. That
is down from more than 36 per-
cent in 1997, and the lowest
level since the CDC began keep-
ing track in 1975.

The drop was so dramatic

- | that for the first time in more

than two decades, the percent-
age of high school smokers is
lower than the percentage of
adult smokers. That was seen as
an especially encouraging sign
by the government. i

In fact, the CDC study found
that anti-tobacco efforts have
been successful across the

board, from curbing the

@ s

daiiyherald.com/ez
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to more information

Centers for Disease Control

number of first-time smokers to

reducing the ranks of the heavi-

est smokers.

“We are reaching all the

youth. If we can stop youth
from becoming addicted smok-
ers, eventually we can stop this
epidemic,”  said_ Terry
Pechanek, associate director of
science for the CDC's Office on
Smoking and Health. “We're
making the progress we've
been working toward for the
last 40 years.”

Dr. john Banzhaf III, who
helped mastermind lawsuits
against the tobacco industry, ’
said the study illustrates “proba-
bly the most dramatic progress
which has been made in terms.
of any public health problem, at
least in recent memory.”
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Kane moves -
ahead with

2030 plan

»
{g«‘f”gl?ftf C'iukcag o)

y m Presec d
Tribune siaff reporter y‘rﬁ bu ,w

Kane County is within six

months of adopting a revised
comprehensive land-use plan
that would test whether at least -
50 percent of fnrmland and open
space can be maintained.
L. The County Board's Develop-
ment Cominittee set in motion
this week the final review and
adoption phase of a plan update
that was begun more than a
¥ear ago.

The committee authorized
release of the last of four re-
ports on the land-rescurce
| management concept. which
gets the stage for the 2030 plan
.- to be adopted by the County
. Board in October

. The biggest challenges for
r the county are how and where
E to accommodate an estimated

| 800,000 new residents by 2030
while maintaining the connty’s
N character.

For planning purposes, the
proposed land-use strategy di-
vides Kane into three areas: an
—'| | urban corrider that straddles
the Fox River; a rural, agricul-
i tural area along its western
border; and a critical growth
area in between the two, where
Kane makes the transition
from city to country. - .

‘The report issued this week,
“Refinement: Challenges for
the Critical Growth Area,”
identifies three challenges: wa-
ter supply, housing and trans-
portation. .

The three preceding reperts
focused on the draft plan’s ba-
sic strategy, on its recommit-
ment to preserve farmland and
agriculture, and on refocusing
attention on infill development
in Kane's historic urban corti-
dor.

The county's -ability to
achieve the atms of the draft
2030 plan, namely tomaintalna
combination of 50 percent
| farmiand and open space while
accommodating unprecedent-
cd growth, depends on the re-
sponse to development pres-
sure, said Phillip Bus, execu-
tive director of the Kane Coun-
ty Development Department.

The premise of the draft plan,
is that roughly half of Kane's
population growth should oc-
cur in the urban corridor.

It also presumes that municl-
pal decislon-makers in the crit-
fenigrowth area will respond to
the plan's challenge to reduce
traffic congestlon, provide
more diverse housing and help
maintaln a sustainable water
supply, Bus said.

According to the report, %0
percent or more of the popula-
tion growth projected for Kane
will occur as a result of munici-
pal planning, zoning and an-
nexation decisions.

Bus said the county Regional
Planning Commission will pre-
sent the plan for public review
this summer.

-‘:‘:"’A ‘"I
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- 0 Computer woes increase:

b-10-04

Official says next year’s
coﬂections could be late

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Growing computer problems

.- could put tax collecting “in great peril” next
' . year, Kane County Treasurer David Rickert
* said'Wednesday.

Rickert, who is charged with printing and

b mailing the tax bills and collecting the money,

said tax collections will be late next year if the
County Board does not act soon to develop a

- better computer system for his office and the

county clerk’s office. '

He told the board’s Finance and Budget Com-
mittee that it could take an estimated $300,000
to $400,000 to put together a system that will co-
ordinate with the property assessment system
in the supervisor of assessments office.

“The entire tax cycle is in serious jeopardy

‘next year,” Rickert said. “It's going to take ac-
- tion by the board to force this.”

. The problem will be delayed tax bills, which
will result in delayed tax collections, And that
will mean delayed disbursements to county tax-
ing bodies which depend on taxes for their bud-
gets, possibly forcing schools, park districts and
other agencies to borrow money, Rickert said.
If the tax cycle works as it's supposed to, he
said he would get the information needed for tax

" bills by April 1. This year, he got the information

<& Turn to TAXES, A2 |

Beacd)
1leedS

F

' TAXES

From Page A1

on May 7, with three business days
to get the bills out. ‘

He said if the situation continues
as it did this year, tax bills might not
get mailed next year until July or Au-
gust, which would mean taxes would
not be collected until into the fall.
Money is not disbursed until at least
30 days after the taxes are collected.

“School districts, villages ... all
those that get property tax money do
not have that kind of reserve,” he
saidl, adding that it could force agen-
cies to borrow money short term to
meet their budgets, which would cost
taxpayers.

The problemis the system used by
the supervisor of assessments office
and by assessors in the county's
townships does not mesh well with
the computer system in the county
cletlds and treasurer’s offices.

‘When data collected by the asses-
sors is sent to the county clerl, it can
be garbled and have missing items
and incorrect items, Rickert said.
Time is spent trying to correct the in-
formation.

The tension was so great to get
this year's tax cycle finished that two
key employees in the county clerlc’s
tax extension office resigned.

Rickert's comments Wednesday

were not new. He and County Clerk
Jack Cunningham and Supervisor of
Assessments Sallie Huber have been -
telling County Board committees this
was a problem as far back as January.

Those three officers, as well as the
information technology office, have
been meeting to try to come upwith a
solution.

Rickert and Cunningham at one
point had plans to bring in computer
firms to install a system, but at the
time, Information Technology Direc-
torRoger Fahnestock said the county
could solve the situation itself. Fahne-
stock said Wednesday he now agrees
an outside system is needed to coor-
dinate the supervisor: of assessments
office with the county clerk and the
treasurer. C

Rickert said timing is critical; the
offices need a system within a month.
He also told the Finance Committee
he'll ask for about $15,000 to fix some
tax bill problems from this year. He
estimated his office will have to send
out about 15,000 adjusted bills to peo-
ple who did not get the exemptions
they were supposed to get,

The problem, he said, was related
to the same computer situation caus-
ing delays in the system. Still, he
added, these problems will pale in
comparison to what could happen
next year if a new system is not in-
stalled. :

“This would be like a hand
grenade in a nuclear war.” he said.
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“To the surprise of absolutely 1o one in-
District 303; a small group of parents -~ .

have filed a lawsuit over the situation at

. Corron Elementary School.- Actording to
- the parents’ suit, their children’s’constitu-

tional rights have been viclated, appar-

. ently because they have toride abus to
school. Whatever your views on the law-
suit, one thing is for certain: the cost to

‘both sides is going to be steep. - .

1f the suitis immediately dismissed, it
will cost the district around $10,000, butif
it goes to court the fow estimate I'm hear-

ing for attorney’s fees is between $60,000 °
. "and $100,000. That's alot of money fora

district that's spent the last few years

climbing out of a financial hole —enough-

10 hire a couple of teachers, fund the ele-

mentary art and misic program or re-

- place dozens of old computers. However,

whatever the cost is to the school district,’

it probably won't be as high as that paid
by the children at the center of this dis-
pute. P ‘ . - )

While no parent wants to put their
child on a bus when there's a school _
around the corner, the reaction of some of
these Corron parents has been way over '

" the top. To hear them tell it, abus ride to
another school meansnot only is their
child’s entire education in jeopardy, but
they will be friendless and alone'asare-
sult. Sorry, but when 1 hear their

overblown fears, I can't escape the feeling .

they are setting up a self-fulfilling -~ -
prophecy — and setting up their kids t6.
be miserdble. o '

Parents from all over the area, not just
District 303, have for years bundled their
‘children on to buses for a sometimes
lengthy ride to school. It's not what most
would think of as ideal; it's just the way
things are. The important aspect to keep
in mind is that whatever the situation,
kids adjust to it if they have the support of
their parents. - ‘

I instead of support all they hearis
how horrible and unfair things are, then

“ The 1’ei’llpl’lcepald | -

kids will act accordingty.

kL

= Cbngfatulétionsfto the St. Charles East .

- and Batavia baseball teams! Both have
made it to the quarterfinals of the state

tournament, being held this weekend at
Elfstrom Stadium. . -~ e
. Having one team from the area make -
it this far would be terrific, but two is un-

.- believable. Of course, in all our hearts we -

know what the ideal final game match-up
would be ... we just might differ on what
we wantas the final score. o
For ime, I'd love it if the Bulldogs and - -
Saints met for the title; were tied after reg-

" -ulation, and then the game was called be-

cause of a rogue monsoon.
. k| .

On-'Iuésday, Kane Co;.‘inty lostone of
its best when Undersheriff Dan

‘Schindibeck died aftér a courageous bat-

tle against cancer. "

-He was a good cop, of course, and he

-had the respect of all of the law enforce- . -

ment agencies and personnel he ever had
dealings with. However, of all the phrases
one could use to describeDan "
Schindlbeck, the one that come to mind

. quickest is the simplest: He was one of the

good guys. o
- Dan was one of those men who people
instinctively liked. He had-a great sense of

- humor, and just being around him made

the-day better. He will be sorely missed by
all of us who had the honor to know him. -
Visitation will be held from 1 to 8 p.m. ...

. Friday at Dieterle Funeral Home, 1120 S .

Broadway, Montgomery. . -
"Qn Saturday, Dan will lie in repose
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Holy Cross
Catholic Church, 2300 Main St., Batavia._
Funeral Mass will begin at 10:30 followed
by burial at Mount Olivet Cemeteryin
Aurora, : oo R
* Bill Page lives in St. Charlesand
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. He can be reached at (630} 584-

0809 wpage@mediawerks.org.
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Bring on the rain

The Aurora Memorial Day
parade was a microcosm of all
that's good and great about cur
city. Like any parade, ours was
filled with patriotic scenes, good
" music, older Americans who

know of the sacrifices of genera-

tions past, and younger ones
just beginning to understand
what it means to be free.

But Mother Nature was the
real star of the show, and pro-
vided the symbolic backdrop to
the day’s events,

Just as in real life, some of us
walked in the sunshine, some
walked in the rain. Some of us
saw the smiling faces of con-
tentment, some of us saw the
pained expressions of people
bracing against the elements.

Some of us took pleasure in
finishing the walk in comfort;
others found strength in the

b-/0-0

striiggle to persevere. Just
Eh&en you thougglt the stom}nl .
ad passed, another was right
behind. .
The amazing thing was this:*

A 'Along the route, many people
‘refused to leave, Instead, they

stayed and they cheered. As -
members of our campaign team

- slogged through the streets, the

people along the route were
truly inspirational and 100-per-
cent Auroran. .

Shared common experiences
like this are what really bring a
community together.

I'would like to thank my vol-
unteers, the Kane County Ea-
gles Cheerleaders and coaches,
the wonderful crowd and, espe-

cially, Mother Nature foranex- |

perience we will not soon for-
get.

Bill Wyatt

Aurora Mayoral Candidate
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supervisor
questioned

for Kane County property
owners took a personal turn this
week when the county’s super-
visor of assessments, Sallic
Huber, received a glowing
endorsement from the town-
ship assessors but criticism
from the county’s chairman.
“We believe the recent articles
in the paper
and criticism
within  the
county may be

The flap over tax exemptions -

| Assessors’ b-11-04
: Dady
support forperatd .
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motivated by

interest not
consistent

with service to
the taxpayers [
of Kane &N
County,” said

Aurora Town-
ship Assessor

Kane County

. Davis Offutt.

In recent weeks, Huber has

.taken a beating from several

county board members upset
that hundreds and maybe thou-
sands of property owners had a
$3,500 exemption left off their
tax bills, i .

The board members have
demanded Huber's office per-
sonally contact the roughly
27,000 property .owners
dropped from the list of those
eligible for the homestead
excmption. She has resisted the
jdea, saying most of those
Feo le probably aren't eligible
ot the exemption.

Agpparently tired of attacks
against Huber, Offutt appeared
before the Kane County Board
Tuesday on behalf of the Kane
County Assessors Association to
defend the system and Huber.

That supportive speech was
upstaged by Chairman Mike
McCoy, who offered Offutt a sar-
castic “thank you" at the end of
his remarks. - . i

“Glad to see you are behind
her, considering 1 got a letter
signed by you to fire her,”
MeCoy said referting to a 1938
letter from the assessors outlin-
ing how Huber "embarrassed”
the county at a state workshop.

Offutt stood up and said he
never signed such a lctrer but
McCoy was able to produce it
and another 2002 letter critical
of Huber within an hour of the

Sec WALDRODN on PAGE S
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Waldron: Undersherifl’s

funeral is set

Contined from Foge 1

meeﬁﬁg’s end.
McCoy, who is no friend of
Huber and said he “would

| never reappoint her,” said he

couldn't resist pointing out
Offutt'’s contradiction and the
apparent political quarrel
between the assessors and the
county board.

Huber's term as supervisor of
assessments expired in 2002
but McCoy said he will leave it
to the next board chairman o
name her replacement.

Huber this week defended
her office and said she “fol-

lowed the law" in dealing with

the exemption notices.

Advisers moving on: Wednes-
day was the last day on the job
for county finance director
Cheryl Pattelli after eight years
of being the government's chief
financial officer.
- Pattelli, of Sugar Grove, has
accepted a job with the DuPage
County Water Commission. She
attended her last county board
finance cotnumittee meeting this
week and told the members it
was a pleasure to work for Kane
County.

"] have really enjoyed work-

ing here,” she said.

She summed up ber work by

" | telting the committee that the

county's  Ieserves have
increased by $20 million since

. | she came on.

for Saturday

“The financial condition of
the county is outstanding right
now,” Pattelli said.

Also this week, Bab Sandner
announce that he would be
leaving his post as the legal
adviser to the county board.

Sandner, of St. Charles, works
for the civil division of the Kane
County State’s Avorney’s office
and for the last 10 years has
handled the day-to-day legal
matters of the county board
and board chairman.

He is leaving for private
practice and will join St. Charles
attorney Timothy Dwyer.

Final sahite: Law enforcerent
officers from across the county
are éxpected to atiend the ser-
vices for Kane County
Undersheriff Dan Schindibeck,
who died of cancer this week at
age 60. .o

Visitation will be from 1 to 8
p.m. today at Dicterle Memorial
Home, 1120 5. Broadway Ave.,
Montgomery. Visitation will
continue at 9:30 a.m. Saturday
at Holy Cross Catholic Chusch,
2300 Main St Batavia, until the
funeral Mass at 10:30 awn. Bur-
ial will be at noon at Mount
Olivet Catholic Cemetery, 278
Ashland Ave., Aurora.

» Patrick Waldron covers Kane
County goverrument and poli-
tics. T contact him, call (630}
587-8632 or send e-mail 1o
pwaldron@dailyherald.cam.
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Pdliée chief can kee

b1-o4 Doy h.{

Daily Herald Staff Witer
- AXane County judge said the

in a gambling sting can con-
tinue to carry 2 gun and patrol
the streets of the rural town
west of Elburn.

Defense attorney Terry EK of
Clarendon Hills requested that
Chief Chester Morris of Elburn
be able to keep his service
revolver even though the condi-
tions of his bail prohibit
carrying a weapom.

Against the objections of the
Tllinois attorney general’s office,
which requested Morris be put
on desk duty, Kane County
‘| Judge Donald Hudson con-
sented Thursday to let Morris
keep his gun and patrol while

Maple Park police chief nabbed

By Tona KUNZ H{r‘aj d he awaits trial.

Morris is the only full-time
officer in the town of 765 people
about 10 miles west of Elburn.

it would appear to be illogi-
cal not to allow him to function
as chief of police,” Hudson said.

Morris, expected to plead not
guilty in the next couple of
weeks, facés a combined trial
with 12 other people picked up
May 28 in a 15-month investiga-
tion of gambling at DJ's Tavern,
221 Main St. in Maple Park.

The other 12 pleaded not
guilty Thursday to charges of
gambling, paying out money for
gambling or running the gam-
bling operation. Morris’ plea
was delayed because of a paper-
work problem, Ekl said.

So far the 12 have agreed to a
jury trial, and Assistant Attorney

p patrollihg |

General Abigail Abraham said
she plans to put them all before
the same jury. '

The tavern’s owner, David L.
‘Weeks, of 612 Victoria Lane in
Yorkville, has hired Attorney
Thomas Breen of Chicago to
represent him and six of his
employees. Abraham said that
might cause some conflicts
when the trial starts..

Abraham contends Weeks ran
the gambling operation that
brought in an estimated
$700,000 a year in profit from
nine video poker machines and
an undisclosed amount of
money from a sports betting
operation, spinning wheel and
dice game. His bartenders are
charged with paying out cash to

See PATROL on PAGE 13

|Patrol: 12 suspects pléad not guilty

Continyed from Page 1

undercover police placing bets,
according to the indi¢tments. -
Ek said conspiracy trials tend
to take a long time so he doubts
there will a quick resolution.
The prominent DuPage County
lawyer would know. He was a
defense attorney in the trial of
DuPage County prosecutors
| and police dubbed the “DuPage
| Seven.”- ‘
1 All 13 in the case are charged
with felony conspiracy, but the
tavern owner and manager and
Maple Park village president
.| and police chief face additional
charges. All of the charges are
felonies each with a possible
" penalty of probation or up to 5
years in prison and a $25,000
fine. :
Bartenders indicted on

one

count of conspiracy to-commit
gambling and one count of con-
spiracy to commit keeping a
gambling place are: Amy
Davies, of 2408 Juniper St. in
Cortland; Susan Duewel, 204
Green St., PO. Box 142, Maple
Park; Kelly N. Ferdinand, 19552
Airport Road, Maple Park; Keith
Nickels, 107 Main St., Maple
Park: Reed T. Overhaug, 215
Cemnter St., Maple Park; Mary E.
Richardson, 507 Maple Ave,,
Maple Park; Hope Baker, 1037
N. 13th 5t., DeKalb; Sheila Bode,
314 Moady St., St. Charles; and
Jennifer Roelfserna, 714 Willow
St,, PO. Box 46, Maple Park.

Tavern owner Weeks and
tavern manager Michael J.
Faber, of 613 E. Main St., P.O.
Box 106 in Maple Park, face the
added charge of syndicated
gambling.

SELTRNE A R

" Village President Mark T.
Delaney, of 507 Maple Ave.,
faces the additional charges of
four counts of official miscon-
duct because of the nine times
state police allege they found
him gambling or watching gam-
bling in the tavern. Maple Park
Chief Morris also is charged
with three counts of official mis-
conduct because of the four
times state police said he saw
gambling and did nothing to
stopit.

Ek! said charging Morris with
a felony for not making an
arrest makes 110 sense.

“It is about the most ludicrous
theory of prosecution I have
ever seen in 30 years,” he said.
“Under their theory, if a police
officer stops a speeder and lets
them go he is guilty of official
misconduct.”
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‘By Steve Lord
{STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Attorneys investigat-
:ing the improper dumping of ben-
tzene-laced soil at Settler’s Hill landfilt
ghere said Thursday it was not the
sfault of landfill operators. .

i Michael Childress and Tim
:Dwyer, attorneys hired by Kane
{County to investigate the Feb. 5, 6
sand 9 dumping, said in a memo pre-
isented to the County Board’s Execu-
ifive Committee “it does not appear
ithat Waste Management Inc. or R,
‘W. Collins (waste transporter) have
‘any culpability with respect to the im-
iproper disposal.”

i But Childress and Dwyer told the
‘board they have just begun to
:scratch the surface of their investiga-
ition. At this time, they told board
.members they have more questions

. 07 Bameon TiEinSs
Management cleared in

benzene dumping at landfill

protocol, and we know that protocol
wasn't followed,” Dwyer said. “The
question is, why?”

The County Board hired Dwyer -

and Childress to look further into the
situation that took place on those

three days in early February. Shell -

Qil apparently mistakenly dumped
about 200 tons of soil contaminated
with benzene at Settler's Hill and did
not notify Settler's Hill officials until
Feb, 19,

Landfill officials had mixed the
soil with about 9,000 tons of other
garbage by the time they found out
about the dumping. They have taken
steps to isolate it and mitigate the
possible damage and leaking.

The Tllinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has said it would be alf
tight for Settler’s Hill officials to keep
the contaminated soil if it is sealed
properly. That also was the conclu-

county, which said more environ-
mental damage might be done at this
point by digging up the buried soil.

"But county officials still want to
know what Shell's responsibility in -
the matter is. Board Chairman Mike
McCoy, R-Aurora, said Thursday
board members want to know if they
can recover costs incurred by deal
ing with the situation from Shell and
make sure there was no fraud on
Shell's part. McCoy also.said county
officials want to send a message.

. “We want to show everyone we
take this seriously,” McCoy said.
“You don’t do this at Settler’s Hill.”

Childress said the attorneys have
interviews set up with Shell em-
ployees involved with the situation.
“At this point, Shell is cooperating,”
Childress said. “Something spurred
them to take contaminated soils to
Settler's Hill. We don’t know what

‘than answers. sion of Earth Tech Inc., an environ- d
“Right now, we know Shellhas a  mental engineering firm hired by the ~ yet. :
JUNE 11, 2004 FRIDAY
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County broke no
rules, state says

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

The state Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has concluded
that no regulations were violat-
ed by Kane County or its Iandfill
operator in the February dump-
ing of contaminated soil at Set-
tler's Hill Landfill in Geneva.

Notification that the Hlinois
EPA had accepted the county’s
explanation of how thel2 truck-
loads of tainted soil were al-
lowed into Settler's Hill as well
as its compliance plan to leave

the soil in place and to safe-’

guard against any reoccurrence
was announced Thursday.
Along with the county and
landfill operator Waste Manage-
ment of Tinois Inc., Shell Ojl
Pipeline Ca., which transported

in lan

the benzenelaced soil to the
landfill, was exonerated by the
state EPA, pending “additional
information . . . that would war-
rant a change in that decision,”
according to an agency letter
made public by Tim Harbaugh,
director of the county’s Depart-
ment of Enviromunental Man-
agement.

With the help of a cansultant,
Kane County has concluded
that the 180 cubic yards of con-
taminated soil dumped improp-
erly poses no imminent threat
tohealth or safety, With the state
EPA’s action, the County
Board’s Executive Committes
ordered Thursday that the oil
company be notified of the coun-
ty's intention to resuine landfill
operations in the area where
s0il was commingled with about
9,000 tons of garbage.

Meanwhile, two attorneys
hired by the county to assess
what civil Hability Shell might
have in the matter zaid they are

diill

ill probe

continiling to investigate, with
the company’s eooperation, ex-
actly how tainted soil was sent
to Kane County from a Kanka- |
kee-area pipeline facility that
began having leakage probletns
as far back as November 1988.

“I'm not accusing anybody,
but I don’t have a comfort Jevel
yet [with Shell’s explanation],”
said County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy (R-Aurora).

In addition to recovering the
costs incurred by the county re-
sponding to the improper dis-
Dosal and sending a firm mes-
sage “to show that we take this
seriously” McCoy said, “I want
some kind of comfort level that
this was an honest mistake.”

“At this juncture, there’s a
boatload of information that we
don’t know,” said attorney Tim-
othy Dwyer of St. Charles.

Settler’s Hill is on Fabyan ‘
Parkway west of Kirk Road. It is
Kane’s [ast active landfill and is
scheduled to close by 2006.
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Debate rages in Geneva
over animal, water facilities

BY GARRETT ORDOWER
Daily Herald Staff Witer

The 5-year-old debate over a
Kane County Animal Control
facility spilled over to Geneva's
plan commission Thursday
night, as residents voiced last-
minute objections to it and a
water treatment plant at the
same location. .

Both would be situated on
40) acres at the southwest-comer
of Peck and Keslinger roads.

The $25 million water treat-
ment plant would occupy
10 acres of the site, and the
animal control facility another
2, The remainder of the site
would inchude biking and hiking
trails, detention and retention
ponds, native planting and a

siedding hill, Water Superinten-

dent John Donahue said.

The treatment plant would
eliminate the need for home
water softening equipment.

Donahue first presented pre-

liminary plans for the facility to

city officials eight months ago.
Despite that, numerous resi-
dents brought new concerns to
the plan commission during
nearly three hours of public tes-
timony, ranging from the
chemicals that would be on
the site to the height of the facil-
ity and the potential toxicity of
storm water collected there.

Donahue assured residents
that all federal, state and local
laws would be followed with
regard to the chemicals at the
reverse osmosis facility, and that
the storm water would be essen-
tially what already flows to the’
site plus that created by the
29,000-square-foot treatment
building and other paved sur-
faces. :

“We won't make it worse,” he
said.

However, nearly everyone
praised the barn-like design of
the plant, designed to mesh with
the rural area surrounding it and

.500 dogs handled

its location south of Prairie
Green and north of Peck Farm
North.

Residents also expressed con-
cems about traffic at the animal
control site, which could attract
50 cars a day.

- In addition, the presence of a
crematorium sparked questions
about noise and odor, which
officials said would not be an
issue. Currently, one-third of the

(‘{early by
the county are-killed, officials
said.

The county debated the facil-
ity for four years before voting
15-10 to approve it in May 2003.
Board members Karen
McConnaughay, Jan Carlson
and Rob McConnaughay were
present at the hearing to voice
their continued objections.

The plan commission could
make a recomumendation to the
city council at its 7 p.m, June 24
meeting at city hall, 22 8. First
St
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. Next court date

. either July 22
CorJuly 23

By HEATH HIXSON
Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — Maple Park
Police.Chief Chester A. Morris
and 12 others -on Thursday
pleaded innocent to charges of

-being involved in an illegal
gambling operation.

Morris, Maple. Park Village
"President Mark Delaney and 11
_others are linked to an alleged il-

legal garnbling operation at D.1.'s
Tavern in _ !

Maple . Park. [f
The group in-’
cludes the bars
owner, man-

ager and nine

bartenders. -

_ The baket’s
dozen was
taken into cus-. P ]
todywithinthe =~ _ .
last two weeks Delaney
.and face )
charges of conspiracy to commit

..gambling and conspiracy to
commit keeping a gambling
-place. A few, including Morris
and Delaney, face -additional

" charges. K

The group made its first court
appearances Thursday in frant of
Kane County Judge Donald C.

 Hudson. The next court date for

)| . thee 13 was set for cither July 22 or

July 23. .
After the hearing, MorTis' at-
torney, Terry Bk, questioned the

" | indictment of his client, equating
the charges to requiring a police

officer to arrest someone.

“It’s about the most ludicrous
theory of prosecution I have seen
in 30 years,” Eki said. “He was un-
aware that there was any gam-
bling going on.” )

Charges came after a 13-
month investigation by the
Ilinois State Police, K Ilinois
Attorney General'’s office and the
llinois Department of Revenue
into alleged illegal gambling at
the tavern. .

A Kane County grand jury
indicted the 13 after the inves-
tigation allegedly turned up an
open gambling operation that
included video poker ma-
chines rigged to a cash-payout
system, a bookmaking opera-
tion and other forms of illegal
gambling.

See GAMBLING, page 2

ronide

" Defendant, court date

Court dates

"« Chester A. Morris, Maple Park palice chief, July 22
* Mark T, Delaney, Maple Park village president, July 22
= Mary E. Richardson, Maple Park, bartender, July 22
* Kelly N. Ferdinand, Maple Park, bartender, July 22
» Michael J. Faber, Maple Park, bar manager, July 23
* David L. Weeks, Yorkville, D.J."s Tavern bar owner, July 23
* Hope Baker, DeKalb, bartender, July 23
* Sheila Bode, St. Charles, bartender, July 23
+ Amy Davles, Cortland, bartender, July 23
« Susan Duewel, Maple Park, bartender, July 23 -
* Keith Nickels, Maple Park, bartender, July 23
= Reed T. Overhaug, Maple Park, bartender, July 23
* Jennifer Roelfsema, Maple Park, bartender, July 23

‘Gambling
Continued from page I

Morris has been chafged

official misconduct for al-
legedly allowing: gambling. to

- - those involved. Ekl.said his
client had been in the tavem
four’ times in the last' 13
months. - '_ :

" Moris' presence at the tav-
-em is “problematic” and signi-

‘ fied an endorsement of gam-

with three additional counts of -

continue and not arresting -

biing, said Abigail Abraham, an
assistant attorney general who

is prosecuting the case. ~ - -

“His presence in the bar
lends support to those who
gamble because it basically
sendsthe message thatitis OK,
that nobady is going to be ar-
rested,” Abraham said. -

. Delaney also has -been
charged with four additional
counts of official misconduct.
The tavern’s owner, David L.
‘Weeks, and manager Michael J.
Faber also have been charged
with one count each of syndi-
cated gambling. . . -
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Leaders
still have
landfill
questions

County wants

|better answers from
Shell on toxic soil

By PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Kane County leaders aren't satisfied with the
answers they have heard so far on how 201 tons
of benzene-contaminated soil from a Shell
Pipeline Co. project ended up in Settler's Hill
landfill in Geneva.

“at this point Shell is cooperating,” said
Michael Childress, a spacial state’s attorney hired
to investigate the error. “But why they started
using Settler’s Hill out of the biue in February. is
one of the questions we'd like an answerto”

" The county has stopped short of threatening to
| take legal action but hasn't ruled out a lawsuit as
officials negotiate with the ol giant for restitution
to recoup financial logses brought on by the soil
dump and also look for proof the company did
not act fraudulently.

The soil at issue came from a pipeline project
in Kankakee County, a venture that itself has been
the source of several lawsuits sincc a gas leak
there in November 1988, according to the
county’s investigation.

In this most recent incident, some of the soil
from the site was mistakenly taken to Settler’s Hill
between Feb 6.and 9. Ten days latef the comparny
reported the error to Waste Management, the
landfill's operator, and Kane County, the Tandfill's
OWNET. . ’ ,

Childress told a panel of top county board
members Thursday that it is unclear how Shell
discovered the mistake or why the 10 days went
by. Through interviews and docurents, Childress
did report that Shell clearty violated its own dis-
posal plans.

situation is the result of a “miscommunication,”
an assertion Childress and others doubt.

"While we are niot prepared to conclude that
Shell’s response was inaccurate, we are uncon-
vinced that a simple miscornmunication and lack
of diligence could be responsible for the events
that have transpired,” Childress said in a three-

See CONTAMINATED on PAGE 13

- County leaders say the company has said the -
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Continued f

con_taminated: McCoy s:«iys county -
won’t tolerate illegal dumping

Continued from Page I

page memo to county board
members.

"Right now we have more
questions than answers,” Chil-
dress said. '

Representatives from Shell
said they are doing all they can
to help the county. -

“This was ar, honest mistake,
and we are cooperating with
legal representatives of the
county 1o review this matter and
get them the information they
need,” said Shell spokesman
Shawn Frederick.

The lawyers' investigation -is
proceeding even after the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection

agency closed its books on the
illegal dump. .

The IEPA issued violation
notices to the company, Waste
Management and the waste
hauler ecarlier this year. But on
May 27, the 1EPA agreed with
county-hired environmental
experts that the material did not
pose a serious danger and
would not have to be removed.

Despite that, board Chairman
Mike McCoy said one of the ulti-
mate goals of the engoing
investgation is to send a mes-
sage that the county won't
tolerate illegal dumping of any
kind at Settler's Hill. What
method the county will use to

guarantee that may become

clearer next month, McCoy said.

And from an operational per-
spective, the illegal dumping
issue is on the verge of inter-
rupting regular operations at
the landfill, said Tim Harbaugh,
the county’s environmental
management director.

Since the discovery of the soil,
that section of the landfill has
been closed down. Harbaugh
said keeping that area undis-
turbed has limited the amount
of garbage that can be dumped.

The county’s la recom-
mended naotifying Shell that the
llegal dumping site will be cov-
ered with new garbage. That

 notification would protect any

future legal action.
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Leaders
still have
landfill
guestions

County wants
1better answers from
Shell on toxic soil

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Stof] Witer

Kane County leaders aren't satisfied with the
answers they Have heard so far on how 201 tons
of benzene-contaminated soil from a Sheil
Pipeline Co. project ended up in Setiler's Hill
landfillin Geneva,

“at this point Shell is cooperating,” said
Michael Childress, a special state’s attomey hired
to investigate the error. "But why the%started
using Sectler’s Hill out of the blue in February Is
one of the questions we'd like an answer w”
A “ The county has stopped short of threatening to

| take legal action but hasn't ruled out a lawsuit as
officials neggﬁate with the oil giant for restitution
to recoup fmancial losses brought on by the soil
dumyp and also look for proof the company did
not act fraudulenty.

The soil at issue came from a pipeline praject

| .| in Kankakee County, aventure that itself has been

the source of several lawsuits since a gas leak
there in November 1988, according to the
county’s investigation.

1n this most recent incident, some of the soil
from the site was mistakenly taken to Setfler’s Hill
between Feb 6.and 9. Ten days latet the compary
reported the error to Waste Management, the

OWner. - .
Childress told a panel of top county board

| members Thursday that it is unclear how Shell

discovered the mistake or why the 10 days went

by. Through interviews and documents, dress

did report that Shell clearly violated its own dis-
asal plans.

situation is the of a “miscommunication,”
an assertion Childress and others doubt

“ihile we are nat prepared to conclude that
Shell's response was inaccurate, we are uncox-
vinced that a simple miscomrmunication andlack
of diligence could be responsible for the events
that have transpired,” Childress said in a three-

See CONTAIRINATED on PAGE 13

landfll’s operatoy, and Kane County, the landfll's

- County leaders say the company has said the -
resu.ﬁ
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Gontinued f

Contaminated: Mchy séys county
won't tolerate illegal dumping

Wﬁmﬁg_ﬂ

page mema to county board
members.

- "Right Bow we have more
questions than answers,” Chil-
dress said.

Representatives from Shell
said they are doing all they can
ta hélp the county. -

“This was an honest mistake,
and we are cooperating with
legal representatives of the
county to review this matter and
get them the information they
need,” said Shell spokesman
Shawn Frederick.

The lawyers' investigation is
proceeding even after the Ili-
nols Enviranmental Protection

gfency closed its books on the
egal dum

p. .

The [EPA issued violation
notices to the company, Waste
Management and the waste
hauler earlier this year. But on
May 27, the IEPA agreed with

county-hired environmental -

experts that the material did not
pose a serious danger and
would not have to be remaved.
Despite that, board Chairman
Mike McCoy said one of the ulti-
mate goals of the ongoing
investigation, is to send a mes-
sage thar the county won't
tolerate illegal dumping of any
kind at Settler's Hill. What
method the county will use to

guarantee that may become

clearer next manth, McCoy said.

And from an operational per-
spective, the illegal dumping
issue is on the verge of inter-
rupting regular operations at
the landfili, sald Tim Harbaugh,
‘the county's environmentai
management director.

Since the discovery of the soil,
that section of the landfill has
been closed down. Harbaugh
said kéeping that area undis-
turbed has limited the amount
of garbage that can be durnped.

The county's } TS recom-
mended notifying Shell that the
illegal dumping site will be cov-
ered with new garbage. That

_notification would protect any

future legal action.




| the taxpayers

Superuvisor
questioned

The flap over tax exemptions
for Kane County. property
owners took & personal turn this
week when the county’s super-
visor of assessments, Sallie
Huber, received a glowing
endorsement from the town-
ship assessors but criticism
from the county’s chai

"We believe the recent articles
in the paper
and criticlsm
within  the

|Assessors” &-11-09
: Dy .
support forperatd .
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ocounty be
motivartn:g by ¢

interest not
consistent
with service to

G

of Kane * 3
Patrick Waldron

County,” said
Aurgra Town-

: Kans Coun
ship Assessor Y

.DavisOfutt. . . :
In recent weeks, Huber has
.taken a beating from several

county board members upset
that hundreds and maybe thou-
sands-of property owners had a
$3,500 exemption left off their
tax bills. .

The board members have
demanded Huber's office per-
sonally contact the roughly
27,000 property .OWRNEIS
dmpged from the list of those
eligible for the homestead
exemption. She has resisted the
idea, saying most of thase
Foeople probably aren't eligible

rihe gon.

Apparently tired of attacks
against Huber, Offutt appeared
before the Kane County Board
Tuesday on behalf of the Kane
County Assessors Assaciation to
defend the system and Huber.

That supportive speech was
upstaged by Chairman Mike

~ McCoy, wha offered Offutt a sar-

castic "thank you"
his remarks. .
"Glad to see you are behind
her, considering I got a letter
signed by you to fire her”
McCoy said referring to a 1998
\etter from the assessors outlin-
ing how Huber “embarrassed”
the county at a state workshaop.
Offutt stood up and said he
never signed such g letter but
McCoy was abla to preduce it
and another 2002 letter critical
of Huber within an hour of the

at the end of

See WALDRON on PAGES
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Waldron: Undersherift’s

funeral 1s set

Wﬁmpagez

meeting’s end. '

McCoy, who is no friend of
Huber and ‘said he “would
never reappoint her,” said he
couldn’t resist pointing out
Offutt’s contradiction and the
apparent political quarrel
between the assessors and the
county board.

Huber's term as supervisor of
assessments expired in 2002
but McCoy said he will leave it
to the next board chairman o
name her replacement.

Huber this week defended
her office and said she “fol-
Jowed the law" in dealing with

" the exerpption notices.

day was the last day on the job
for county finance director
Cheryl Pattelli after eight years
of being the governrent's chief
financial officer.

« Pattelli, of Sugar Grove, has
accepted a job with the DuPage
County Water Comumnission. She
attended her last county board
finance comupittee meeting this
week and told the members it
was a pleasure 1o work for Kane
County.

"I have really enjoyed work-
ing here,” she said.

She summed up her work by
telling the committee that the
county’s IESEIVes have
increased by $20 million since
she came OIL

Advisers m'uﬁng om Wednes-

for Saturday

“The financial condition of
the county is outstanding right
now,” Pattelli said.

Also this week, Bob Sandner
anpounce that he would be
leaving his post as the legal
adviser to the county board.

Sandner, of 5t. Charles, works
for the civil division of the Kane -
County State’s Actorney’s office
and for the last 10 years has
handled the day-to-day legal
matters of the county board
and board chairman.

He is leaving for privaie
practice and will join St. Charles
attorney Timothy Dwyer.

Final salute; Law enforcement
officers from across the county
are expected to attend the ser-
vices for Xane County
Undersheriff Dan Schindlbeck,
who died of cancer this week at
age 60. -

Visitation will he from 1to &
p.m. today at Dieterle Memorial
Home, 1120 S. Broadway Ave.,
Montgomery. Visitation will
contdinue at 9:30 a.m. Satarday
at Holy Cross Catholic Church,
2300 Main St., Ratavia, until the
funeral Mass at 10:30 axn. Bur-
{al will be at noon at Mount
Olivet Catholic Cemetery, 278
Ashland Ave., Aurora.

» Patrick Waldron covers Kane
Couniy government and poli-
ties, To contact him, call (630)
587-8632 or send e-mail 1o
pwa!dran@dailyhemld.cam.
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Maple Fark police chiel nabbe
in a gambling sting can con-
tinue to carry a gun and patrol
the streets of the rural town
west of Blbumn,

Defense attorney Terry EKl of
Clarendon Hills requested that
Chief Chester Mortis of Elbumn
be able to keep his service
revolver even though the condi-
tions of his bail prohibit
CarTying a weapon.

Against the objections of the
Tlinois attormey general’s office,

! | which requested Morris be put

on desk duty, Kane County

| Judge Donald Hudson con-

sented THursday to let Morris
keep his gun and patrol while

Continued from Page 1

undercover police placing bets,
according to the indictments. -
EX said conspiracy trials tend

_to take a Jong time 5o he doubts

there will a quick resolution.
The prominent DuPage County
lawyer would know. He was a
defénse attorney in the trial of
DuPage County prosecutors

| and police dubbed the “DuFage
1 Seven.” .

All 13 in the case are charged

| with felony conspiracy, but the
| tavern awner and manager and

Maple Park village president

-{ and police chief face additionat

charges. All of the charges are
felonies each with a possible

" penalty of probation or up to 5

years in prison and a $25,000
fine. .

Bartenders indicted on one

U N NG AT S A e (R

Police chief can kee

* A Xane County judge said the-

#.eraj J he awaits trial.

Morris is the only full-time
officer in the town of 765 people
about 10 miles west of Elburn.

cal not to allow him to function
as chief of police,” Hudson said.

Morris, expected to plead not
guilty in the next couple of
weeks, faces a combined trial
with 12 other people picked up
May 28 in a 15-month investiga-
tion of gambling at DJ's Tavern,
221 Main St. in Maple Park.

The other 12 pléaded not
guilty Thursday to charges of
gambling, paying out money for
gambling or running the gam-
bling operation. Morris’' plea
was delayed because of a paper-
work problem, Eki said.

So far the 12 have agreed to a
jury trial, and Assistant Attorney

L |y

ik et ST o A AP N i

count of conspiracy to-commit
gambling and one count of con-
spiracy to commit keeping a

gambling place are: Amy

Davies, of 2408 Juniper 5t. in
Cortland; Susan Duewel, 204
Green St., PO. Box 142, Maple
Park; Kelly N. Ferdinand, 19552
Airport Road, Maple Park; Keith
Nickels, 107 Main St., Maple
Park; Reed T. Overhaug, 215
Center 5t., Maple Park; Mary E.
Richardson, 507 Maple Ave.,
Maple Park; Hope Baker, 1037
N. 13th St., DeKalb; Sheila Bode,
314 Moody St., St. Charles; and
Jennifer Roelfsema, 714 Willow
St., PO. Box 46, Maple Park.

Tavern owner Weeks and
tavern manager Michael J.
Faber, of 613 E. Main.St., PO.
Box 106 in Maple Park, face the
added charge of syndicated
gambling,

ects plead not

p patrolling

General Abigail Abraham said
she plans to put them all before
thesame jury. - '

The tavern's owner, David L.

Yorkville, has hired Attorney
Thomas Breen of Chicago to
represent him and six of his
employees. Abraham-said that
might cause some conflicts
when the trial starts..

Abraham contends Weeks ran
the gambling operation that
brought in. an estimated
$700,000 a year in profit from
nine video poker machines and
an undisclosed amount of
money from a sports betting
operation, spinning wheel and
dice game. His bartenders are
charged with paying out cash to

See PATROL on PAGE 13

R
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" Village President Mark T.
Delaney, of 507 Maple Ave,, -
faces the additional charges of
four counts. of official miscon-
duct because of the nine times
state police allege they found
him gambling or watching gam-
bling in the tavem. Maple Park
Chief Morris also is charged
with three counts of official mis-
conduct because of the four
times state police said he saw
gambling and did nothing to
stopit.

Bkl said charging Moris with
a felony for not making an
arrest makes no sense.

“Tt is about the most ludicrous
theory of prosecution I have
ever seen in 30 years,” he said.
“Under their theory, if a police
officer stops a speeder and lets
them go he is guilty of official
misconduct.”
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‘By Steve Lord
ESTAFF WRITER

:  GENEVA — Attorneys investigat-
Ying the improper dumping of ben-
izene-laced soil at Settler’'s Hill landfill
ghere said Thursday it was not the
gfault of landfill operators. .. -
i Michael Childress and Tim
:Dwyer, attorneys hired by Kane
iCounty to investigate the Feb. 5, 6
iand 9 dumping, said in 2 memo pre-
seented to the County Board's Execu-
stive Committee “it does not appear
ithat Waste Management Inc. or R,
W. Collins (waste transporter) have
‘any culpability with respect to the im-
iproper disposal.”
i But Childress and Dwyer told the
‘board they have just begun to
sscratch the surface of their investiga-
stion. At this time, they told board
.members they have more questions
‘than answers. :
"Right now, we know Shell has a

protocol, and we know that protocol
wasn't followed,” Dwyer said. “The
question is, why?”

“The County Board hired Dwyer

and Childress to look further into the
situation that took place on those

three days in early February. Shell -

Oil apparently mistakenly dumped
about 200 tons of soil contaminated
with benzene at Settler’'s Hill and did
not notify Settler’s Hill officials until
Feb, 19.

Yandfill officials had mixed the
soil with about 9,000 tons of other
garbage by the time they found out
about the dumping. They have taken
steps to isolate it and mitigate the
possible damage and leaking.

The Illincis Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has said it would be all
right for Settler’s Hill officials to keep
the contaminated soil if it is sealed
properly. That also was the conclu-
sion of Earth Tech Inc., an environ-
mental engineering firm hired by the

T /09 @é(zcon s
aste Management cleared in

county, which said more environ-

mental damage might be dorie at this

point by digging up the buried soil,
"But county officials still want to

know what Shell's responsibility in -

the matter is. Board Chairman Mike
McCoy, R-Aurora, said Thursday
board members want to know if they
can recover costs incurred by deal-
ing with the situation from Shell and
make sure there was no fraud on
Shell's part. McCoy also.said county
officials want to send a message.

. “We want to show everyone we
take this seriously,” McCoy said.
“You don't do this at Settler’s Hill.”

Childress said the attorneys have
interviews set up with Shell em-
ployees involved with the situation.
“At this point, Shell is cooperating,”
Childress said. “Something spurred
them to take contaminated soils to
Settler’s Hill. We don’t know what
yet." . .

JUNE 11, 2004
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Kane cleare

County broke no

- rules, state says

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

The state Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has concluded
that no regulations were violat-
ed by Kane County or its landfill
operator in the February dump-
ing of contaminated soil at Set-
tler’s Hill Landfill in Geneva.

Notification that the Illinois
EPA had accepted the county’s
explanation of how thel2 truck-
loads of tainted soil were al-
lowed into Settler's Hill as well
as its compliance plan to leave
the soil in place and to safe-’
guard against any reoccurrence
was announced Thursday,

Along with the county and
landfill operator Waste Manage.
ment of Mlinois Inc., Shell Oil
Pipeline Co., which transported

i

the benzene-laced soil to the
landfill, was exonerated by the
state EPA, pending “additional
information . . . that would war-
rant a change in that decision,”
according to an agency letter

. made public by Tim Harbaugh,

director of the county's Depart-
ment of Environmental Man-
agement.

With the help of a consultant,
Kane County has concluded
that the 180 eubic yards of con-
taminated soil dumped improp-
erly poses no imminent threat
tohealth or safety, With the state
EPA’s action, the County
Board's Executive Committee
ordered Thursday that the oil
company be notified of the coun-

ty's intention to resume landfill -

operations in the area where
soil was comntningled with about
9,000 tons of garbage.
Meanwhile, two attorneys
hired by the county to assess
what civil liability Shell might

have in the matter said they are

i landfill pro

probe

continiing to investigate, with
the company’s cooperation, ex-
actly how tainted soil was sent
to Kane County from a Kanka-
kee-area pipeline facility that
began having leakage problems
as far back as November 1988,

‘I'm not accusing anyhody
but I don't have a comfort leve]
yet [with Shell’s explanation],”
said County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy (R-Aurora).

In addition to recovering the
costs inctirred by the county re-
sponding to the impreper dis-
posal and sending a firm mes-
sage “to show that we take this
seriously,” McCoy said, “I want
some kind of comfort level that
this was an honest mistake.”

“At this juncture, there’s a
boatload of information that we
don't know,” said attorney Tim-
othy Dwyer of St. Charles.

Settler’s Hill is on Fabyan
Parkway west of Kirk Road. It is
Kane's last active landfill and is
scheduled to close by 2006.
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Debate rages in (Geneva
over animal, water facilities

BY GARRETT QRDOWER
Daily Hernld Staff Witer

The 5-year-old debate overa -
Kane County Anintal Control
facility spilled over to Geneva's
plan commission Thursday
night, as residents voiced last-
minute objections to it and a
water treatment plant at the
same Jocation. .

Both would be situated on
40 acres at the southwest corner
of Peck and Keslinger roads.

The $25 million water treat-
ment plant would eccupy
10 acres of the site, and the
animal control facility another
2%, The remainder of the site:
would include biking and hiking
trails, detention and retention
ponds, native planting and a

sledding hill, Water Superinten-

dent John Donahue said.

The treatment plant would
eliminate the need for home
water softening equipment.

Donahue first presented pre-

[liminary plans for ﬂie facility to

city officials eight months ago.
Despite that, numerous resi-
dents brought new concerns to
the plan commission during
nearly three hours of public tes-
timony, ranging from the
chemicals that would be on
the site to the height of the facil-
ity and the potential toxicity of
storm water collected there.

Donahue assured residents
that all federal, state and local
laws would be followed with
regard to the chemicals at the
reverse osmosis facility, and that
the storm water would be essen-
tially what already flows to the’
site plus that created by the
29,000-square-foot treatment
building and other paved sur-
faces. -
"We won't make it worse,” he
said.

However, nearly everyone
praised the barn-like design of
the plant, designed to mesh with
the rural area surrounding it and

500 dogs handled

its location scuth of Prairie
Green and north of Peck Farm
North. :

Residents also expressed con-
cerns about traffic at the animal
control site, which could attract
50 cars a day.

" In addition, the presence of a
crematorium sparked questions
about noise and odor, which
officials said would not be an
issue. Currently, one-third of the

Xearly by
the county are killed, officials
said.

The county debated the facil- ||
ity for four years before votng
15-10 to approve it in May 2003,
Board members
McConnaughay, Jan Carlson
and Rob McConnaughay were
present at the hearing to voice
their continued objections.

The plan commission could
make a recormnmendation to the
city council at its 7 pm. Junie 24
meeting at city hall, 22 S. First
St

Karen ||
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" Next court date
. elther July 22
orJuly 23

- By HEATH HIXSON
Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — Maple Park
Police. Chief Chester A. Mortis
and 12 others on Thursday
pleéaded innocent to charges of

-being involved in an illegal
gambling operation.

Morris, Maple. Park Village -

President Mark Delaney and 11
others are linked to an alleged il-
legal gambling operation at D)5
Tavermn in :
. Pak
up in-’
cludes the bars 3
. owner, ./man- [
aget and nine -
bartenders. -

_ The bakei’s
dozen was
taken into cus-. P
todywithin'the
last two weeks

Delaney
.and face

charges of consplracy to tommig '

..gambling and conspiracy to
" commit keeping a gambling
place. A few, including Morris
-and -’ Delaney, face -additonal
" charges. 2
The group made its first court
appearances Thursday in front of
Kane County Judge Donald C.
Hudson. The next court date for
the 13 was set for either July 22 or
Tuly 23. . ‘
After the hearing; Morris' at-
torney, Terry EKl, questioned the

‘|, indictment of his client, equating
the charges 10 requiring a police

officer to arrest someone.

“It's about the most ludicrous
theory of prosecution  have seen
in 30 years,” Ekl said. "He wasun-
aware that there was any gam-

‘|- bling going on.”

Charges came after a 13-
month investigation by . the
Hlinois State Police,  Illinais
Attorney Genéral's office dnd the
lincis Department of Revenue
into alleged illegal gambling at
the tavern ’ ’ )

A Kane County grand jury
indicted the 13 after the inves-

‘| tigation allegedly turned up an

 open gambling operation that
included video poker ma-
chines rigged to a cash-payout
system, a bookmaking opera-
tion and other forms of illegal
gambling.

See GAMBLING, page 2

1 Pefendant, court date
" Chester A, Morris, Maple Park palice chief, July 22

# Mark T. Delaney, Maple Park village president, July 22

* Mary E. Richardson, Maple Park, bartender, July 22

s Kelly N. Ferdinand, Maple Park, bartender, July 22

= Michael J. Faber, Maple Park, bar manager, July 23 .

+ David L. Weeks, Yorkville, D.J.'s Tavern bar owner, July 23

* Hope Baker, DeKalb, bartender, July 23 -

+ Sheila Bode, St. Charles, bartender, July 23

s Amy Davles, Cortland, bartender, July 23

= Susan Duewe), Maple Park, bartender, July 23 -

¢ Keith Nickels, Maple Park, bartender, July 23

» Reed T. Overhaug, Maple Park, bartender, July 23

« Jennifer Roelfsema, Maple Park, bartender; July 23

Court dates

Gambling
Continued from page 1 _
- Morris has been charged
with three additional counts of

official misconduct for  al-
legedly allowing- gambling. to

4 continue and not arresting

| - those involved. Ekl.said his
client-had been in the tavern
four' times in the last 13
months, [ - S

" Morris’ presence at the tav-
exn is “problernatic” and signi-

 fied an endorsement of gam-

. garnble

biing, said Abigail Abzabam, an
assistant attomey general wh'p

isprosecuting the case. ~ -

“His presence in the bar
lends support to those who
gecause it basically

sends the message that it is OK,
that nobody is going to be ar-

_ rested,” Abraham said,

. Delaney also has -beén

. charged with four additional

counts of official misconduet.
The tavern's owner, David L.
‘Weeks, and manager Michael],
Faber also have been charged
with one count each of syndi-
cated gambling. ...
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Road construction information

& For more information about upcaming road conélruclf
on on interstate
) 38 between Nagerville Road and Route 59, call the lllinofs State Toll
ighway F.\uthorrty at (B0Q) 865-5394 or visit www.illinoistollway.com,
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$50 million project will smooth pavement
between Route 59 and Naperville Road

By Ann Hanson
STAFF WRITER

a smooth ride.

Kiefer,

fed up with the traffic.

X

188

.F rom Page Al

| Route 50'#nd the ramips oitto 168 fom

Route 59, -
Sue Kemp, assistant press secre-

. tary for the toll authority, said con-

struction should -conclude in July
Bill Szenda travels that portion of

- the interstate every day. The road

work may cause even more traffic in
the meantime, but ultimately it is
needed, said Szenda, a Downers
Grove resident and manager of the
Mohil gas station at Route 59 and
Diehl Road. .

*t's going to be bad that it's uncie:

. construction, but it needs to be done,”

he said. .
‘The road still has its eriginal base

| from 1958, when that section opened, -

Keanp said, It was resurfaced in 1969.

" and 1981, when an experimental sur-

face was Jaid. :

- In 1993, the authority grounded
down the “washboard,” or series of
bumps along the road. Kemmp said that
and the most recent resurfacing has
Worm away. )

*We can't grind it down agin,” she

said. - ;
Woil will start on the shoulders
first 5o they are in shape to handle the

traffic that will be shified there during

construction. Kemp said they are
doing that so three lanes will be open

Anyone who has driven on In-
terstate 88 between Naperville
Road and Route 58 knows it's not

“You feel like you're riding on

- aflat tir,” said Sue Kiefer, who
works at the White Hen Pantry
on Route 59, south of the tollway.
, of Aurora, used to trav-
el that stretch every day until a
month ago, when she became

“It's amazing all the tolls you

pay and you're paying for the in-

said,

begin trying to change that.

at all times during the day.
According to a toll authority press
release, lane closures will only occur
at night, between 11 pm. and 5 am.
Time between midnight to 4:45 a.m.

Mondays to Thursdays has been set”

aside to allow two lanes to be closed if
needed. :

~ Once the shoulders haye been pre-
pared for the diverted traffie, work will
begin on the westhound lanes. Dhring
that time, traffic going east will travel

on the right shoulder and two right |

lapes
One westbound Jane will be budl on

- the easthound side ofthe road and will

be separated from oncoming traffic
with a conorete wall, according to the
release. Then, westbound traffic will
shift to the inside lanes. The Tight
shoulder and right lane will be used
for construction. :
Halfway through the construction
season, the westbound traffic traveling
on the insidé Japes will be shifted to

* the two reconstructed outside lanes.

Thewestbound lane on the eastbound
side of the road will stay in place.

The raraps at Route 59 also will be
rebuilt, Kemp said. An extended exit
lane will be added from Raymond
Drive to reduce congestion often seen
there now, shesaid - -~ -~ - .

No detours will be posted, but Szea-

da said he is planning to find anothu'_

towork,
“T'Hl probably tale Diehl Road like
everyone else, and then thatl be hor-
rible,” he said.

convenicnce to just sit there and
the roads are all beat up,” she

Starting next week, the Minois
State Toll Highway Authority will
. The toll authority is embark-
ing on a $49.5 million project to

reconstruct the five-mile seg-
‘ment from Naperville Road to

& Turn to1-88,A2




Water park
moves too
| b-1a-CH
close for rois,
Sugar Grove

Herced
Residents not eager to see
65-acre facility open off 58

BY L1SA SMITH AND KIMBRIELL KELLY
Daily Herald Staff Writers

Several Sugar Grove residents living near the
site of a proposed 65-acre water park were sur-
prised to hear the plan now is being floated in
their back yards. ’

Residents of the Windsor Pointe and Mallard
Pointe subdivisions raised concerns abaut
increased o
traffic and ~ -
other issues "'
after hearing |
about the .
project
Friday. s

One of the
amenities
that
attracted Ty
Wilsen to - . -
Sugar Grove 7 |lpaic
was its semi- ¥
rural '
location and abundant open space. He
recently moved to the Windsor Pointe subdivi-
sion from California.

“I moved out here for peace, quiet and
serenity,” Wilson said of the neighborhood,
which is about half-mile from the water park
| site. “(The water park) is probably not a good
idea” :

Still, he said, growth seems inevitable.

“I'd rather have a Jewel than a biiwater
park,” said Aimee Streicher, who has lived in
Windsor Pointe for two years. =

No formal plans have been submitted but
the developer has been discussing the project
with Sugar Grove officials over the past few
months.

The $15 million water park is proposed to
open July 4, 2005, on a triangular site a half-
mile from I-88 at Galena Boulevard and Route
56 near Sugar Grove. Visitors would enter and
exit the park from Galena Boulevard, said Jim

Seec PARK on PAGE 11

'//.

YParic Several thousand

customers expected daily

Continued from Page 1

Urhausen, a consultant work-
ing with the developer Lund-
mark Group LLC. .

It had been proposed on Kirk
Road near Division Street in 5t.
Charles, but those plans offi-
cially were shelved when the
developer signed a contract
this week for the new site,
which the developer wants the
village of Sugar Grove to annex.

“If it goes through, I think it
will be a nice draw for Sugar
Grove,” Village President Sean
Michels said. “I think we'd be
able to show Sugar Grove off.”

The village would gain rev-
enue from the water park’s
property, sales and amusement
taxes, although Village Adminis-
trator Brent Eichelberger could
not estimate an amount.

One advantage of the Sugar
Grove site over the St. Charles
property is its proximity to I-88,
Urhausen said. The park would
be visible from the interstate.

Urhausen expects the park to
draw 3,000 to 6,000 visitors daily
from across the suburbs. The
site is a 15-minute drive from I-
88 and Route 59 in Naperville
and a 25-minute drive from the
southern edge of St. Charles.

A few St. Charles residents
living near the former site had
circulated a petition opposing
the water park because of con-

! "E,ﬂ.‘ﬂl— - et~ W e wr

cerns about traffic, noise and
the city’s available water supply.

“T'm very happy they decided | :

not to pursue puiting it in the
middle of a residential area,”
Dina Merrill said. “I think
they'll do a lot better in Sugar
Grove off the interstate.”

The project has been touted
as one of the largest, most
state-of-the-art water parks in
the Midwest, with 15 to 18
“attractions,” including slides,
a lazy river, wave pool and tod-
dler splash pool. Daily admis-
sion would cost $23-25 per
person.

_The water park would cover
about 27 acres, with an addi-
tional 18 acres of parking avail-
able on site, The remaining
land would be developed into
commercial property,
Urhausen said.

The site is about a 1.5 miles
from the Fox Valley Park Dis-
trict’s Splash Country water
park, but both Urhausen and
the park district’s director, Bob
Vaughan, said the two parks are
too different to compete with
one another.

Splash Country sits on 30
acres and draws 70,000 to
80,000 visitors annually, while
the proposed water park is
expected to draw more than
300,0000 a year. Admission to
Splash Country for a resident on
aweekend is $7, for example.

e e —— e o  ——— — —— -




County ethics

commission

hold

| "E/ ‘.-" —C . |
McCoy concerned about
" treatment of candidates

. ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Kane County ’

.Board Chairman Mike McCoy
will delay appointing  an
ethics commission, saying he
fears that the political climate
would rmean harsh treatment

- of his selections. L

" McCoy said he does not
want to ask people to. serve
the county only to have his
enemies on the board attack

- them as a way of punishing

“I have questions whether

the board would approve a

commission I appointed

- McCoy said. “I'm not prepared

to appoint a commission in

the near future.” .

all government bodies in

llinais are required to set pro-
cedures that will ensure that

their officers and employees

“adhere to-ethics laws. One of
the procedures is to appoint
- an ethics adviser.

Another step, which is op-
tional under the law, would be
to establish an ethics commis-
sion that would provide the
enforcement arm. The county
board adopted the ordinance
with a commission, while the
forest preserve district, which
is made up of the same peo-
ple, adopted the ordinance
without the cormmission. . .

“f find that unsettling, and
I'm sure it was.meant to be.”

: McCoy.said. - -

McCoy, who is not seeking '

re-election, saw his May ap-

pointment to the Board of
Review defeated. At that time,
he said that his opponénts on
the board, made up mostly of
supporters of county board

‘chairman candidate Karen
‘McConnaughay, R-St. Charles,

would fight his appointments
until the end of his term Nov.
30. S ’
‘The county board chair-
man has the responsibility of
appointing people to an esti-
mated 500 positions-oni fire
protection districts, water
reclaration districts, the DUI
Task For¢e and park districts.
“I detest to bring forward a
person who has volunteered
to serve the public and have
them (the board) blast him
with criticism that’s meant for-

me,” McCoy said.

Members of the Human -
Services Comrmission on
Friday discussed appointing
Director of Human Resources
Ellen Burmeier as the county’s
ethics advigser. :

_ As adviser, Burmeier
would train elected officials
and emiployees on the statute,
whith prohibits county em-
ployees from engaging in po-
litical activities, requiring an-
other officer -or employee to
engage in political activities,
and accepting gifts with a
value more than $100.




Friends, colleagues say

farewell to undersheriff

- By DAN CHANZIT - .. -
¥ane County Chronicle
MONTGOMERY
Hundreds waited more thanan

. their respects to Kane County
* Undetsheriff Dan Schindlibeck.
. Friends and family gathered

- at Dieterle Meinorial Home to -

 take one more  glance - at

Schindlbeck, regarded as a

compassionaté mediator and a
Jaw enforcement hero.
;. Memories ~were recalled,

stories were swapped and tears

were shed. Under happier cir-
cumstances, it could have been
aparty. - _ .

“We knew it would be big,

buit we didn't kirow it would be

this big,” said Schindlbeck's son,

Steve Schindibeck. “Neighbors, -

people he went to school with,
people from police depart-
_ ments. Everyone is here.” '

Steve Schindlbeck said he

was humbled by how many.
‘people came to see his father,

who died Tuesday of complica-
tions from esophageal cancer.
" He was 60. .
 “He was a wonderful role
model” Schindlbeck said. “But

this (crowd), this speaks for it-.

self” - .
Thelineincluded employees
from Kane and Kendall counties,
.dozens of politicians and hun-
dreds of law enforcement offi-
cials. Squad cars filled the park-
ing lotand nearby side streets.

Aurora Mayor David Stover

was a family friend. He smiled
and fought tears ashe recalled a
recent visit to see Schindibeck
in the hospital. It was the day

hour Friday afterncon -to pay

before Memorial Day.

“We had a great conversa-

" tion,” Stover said. “In spite of |

vhat he was going through, he
‘smiled. He was very lively.”

Stover said Schindlbeck was
: - one of the

diators -
{ evermet.
“He ~was

ing with peo-
j ple who were
in a fight. He
was a profes-
sional,” Stover

‘Schindlbeck

he approached people was very
comforting, He éstablished their

trust, and that was the begin-

pLY

ning." S
Kane County- Sheriff Ken
Ramsey stood apart from the
line of mourners. He received
handshakes and hearty hugs.

. greatest me-
he .

‘good at deal-

said. “The way .

“The lives he touched and | 2

how he touched them,” Ramsey
said: “Dan Schindlbeck spread a
lotoflove.” .

Schindlbeck’s funeral Mass
will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m.
today at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, 2300 Main St., Batavia.
He will lie in state at the church
from 9:30 am. until the Mass.
The Rev. Dan Deutsch will offi-
ciate. :
After the Mass, the funeral
procession will travel west on
Main Street to Nelson Lake

Road, south t¢ Deerpath Road, E
" past on Indian Trail in Aurora,

south on Routé 31, east on
Galena Boulevard and south on
Lincoln Avenue to Mount Olivet
Cemetery for interment.
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ethics appointments

BY PATRICK WALDRON.
Daity Herald Staff Witer

Convinced the Kane Cour_xty"

Board would trash his appoint-
ments, Chairman Mike McCoy
said he likely won't appoint an
i | ethics commission anytime
| | soon despite his earlier pleas to

-county leaders to establish such
apanel, - C

“I think the county board is
very split on it,” McCoy said,

‘| referring to the passionate:

‘pleas from some members to
put off approval of the ordi-
nance authorizing an ethics
panel. “It was unsettling to me
and I'm sure it was meant to

McCoy feels that any names
he brought forward to serve on

a three-person ethics commis-

sion would become the subject
of political attacks.

‘It could turn into a big
thing,” said McCoy, whose term
as chairman ends in December,
He is not seeking re-election. -

That feeling was cemented in
M:{ when McCoy's attempt to
make a new appointment to the

#241 | county's board of tax review

was shot down by" the county |

board. _
The prospect of holding off
on appointing the comrnission

is in contrast to McCay’s ardent

push a month ago to get the

-state-mandated ethics law
_passed by the county board. . |

- That ordinance-did pass the
board, but with-several detrac-

‘tors. Also, the Kane County’

forest preserve commission,
made up of the same 26 repre-
sentatives as the county board,

passed the éthics ordinance but.

did not include a section calling
for the commission. o

Under state laws passed late
last year, all local governments
from school boards to city
councils were required to pass
an ethics ordinance by May 19.

.The law, summarizing reforms

such as gift bans, does not
require ‘an ethics commission

- or ethics adviser, but the state
attorney general has strongly -

recommended the oversight
‘positions be included.
At times during the local

approval process McCoy was -

labieled by his rivals as “a polit-

cal bully” One board member.’

even czlled the entire ethics
ordinance “a sham.” ‘

" But-as McCoy backed away
from the debate Friday, the
county board's human service
committee discussed designat-
ing county himan resources
director Elleri Burmeier as th
ethics adviser. o :

* Her primary role would be to

educate county employees and -
officers on the rules spelled out
in the ordinance and set up
training.

Burmeier would not have
powers to investigate ethics
complaints against elected offi-
cials because that duty; as of-
now, will fail to the Kane
County state’s attorney. :

Board members Dan Walter,
a Souyth Elgin Republican, and
Penelope Cameron, an Aurora
Republican, emphasized how
an employee of the county
shouldn't be put.in a position to .
investigate and judge the
behavior of the employer — in
this case elected officials. _

Waiter called it “unfair” to
any employee 10 have such a ’
duty which places a person in
an impossible position.
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Schindlbeck touched lives .

. Our friend died today, but he was
‘much more than a friend.
- He was my husband’s first field
training officer — the man who
would ease the transition from an

ordinary citizen to a welltrained, re-.

spectable civil servant. He was also
the best man at our wedding — the
- man who would share our joy and
- allay my husband’s fears over this
life-long commitment. He was, in
the end, a staple in our lives, with

whom, along with his wife Jan, we

would share many wonderful times
together. : .
For all who knew Danny Schind]-
beck, that’s what he became — a
constant in their lives, :

. .To the guys at the station hou
who were blessed with his leader- .
. ship, compassion and humor — to -

. all of his female friends who were
lucky enough to always be on the
receiving end of his patented greet-
. ing of that sweet smile and quick
“Danny kiss” — and to all those
-members of the community who

o /X- 0

Zealon NerdsS

legacy of humor and caring he
leaves will live forever in our hearts.
Thank you, Danny, for making all

. of our lives so much richer for hav-
- ing knownyou. -

Claudia Wennmacher
Aurora’ o

Why is Lauzen anti-union? .
I'wonder why Sen. Chris Lauzen -

is antiunion? I féel free to use the |

term anti-union because in 2003, he

had only a 6 percent pro-union vot- * -

ing record in the [llinois Senate.
Maybe one could call a 50-percent
record a moderate and 25-percent a
conservative, but 6 percent is really,.
in my opinion, anti-union.

His union record is so poor that] ~
didn't realiy believe it the firsttime I - :-

said it and checked it again, Does
he not realize that good union

~health care plans, decent pensions

and livable wages are both the

American dream and union goals? =~

Is it personal?
Last, but certainly not least, I

wonder what Oliver North, who I'm »

were exposed to this shining repre-  sure has a union card in his pocket, ,' '
sentative of true community-orient  would think of Sen. Lauzen’s anti- !
ed policing who took the oath “to " Union act? C
protect and serve” so seriously. John Koutsky . Co

' Elburn 75 .

~ Yes, our friend has died, but e

5
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ATV

| From Page AI -

Jump in injuries, deaths

The death toll from ATVs has
risen rapidly in recent years — by
48 percent from 1997 to 2002, de-
spite a dip in 2002 — with a corre-
sponding 115 percent rise in in-
juries in that period.

The rising number of deaths and
injuries has federal safety authori-
ties considering whether to recom-
mend more regulation of the esti-
mated 7 million ATVs now in use.

The Consumer Product Safety
Commission recently completed a
series of public hearings around
the country and is expected to re-
lcase a comprehensive report this
summet.

ATVs have been part of the land-
scape in rural and outlying subur-
ban areas for years, and théir pop-
ularity is growing. About 853,000
new ATVs were s0ld in the United
States in 2002, the last year for
whichi figures are available, ac-
cording to the industry. :

What makes ATV riding so
much fun, however, is precisely

what can make it dangerous. The
high center of gravity, vital for
climbing over bumps and logs,
makes ATVs prone to tipping. To
steer, the rider must shift his
weight from side to side while the
velicle climbs and descends-over
tricky terrain. The balloon tires
and locked rear wheels provide
traction off-rodd but can send.a -
rider out of control on a pved sur-
face. .

Parental contro!

Polaris, which made the ATV "
thatkilled Jason Johnson, points to
safely measures it aiready takes,
including training programs
mandatory for new customers to
validate their warranties,

The company also employs “se-
cret shoppers” to make sure its
dealers aren't selling adult-size ma--
chines for use by young children,
says Marlys Knutson, spokes-
woman for the Minnesota compa-
ny.

At the same time, Knutson says,
parents have to bear some respon-
sibility for the accidents.

. "You dou't give your 15-vear-old .
the keys to your car,” she says.

Barbara Wilkinson, of Sand-
wich, lost her 16-ycar-old son,
Joshua Biclkdord, in a 1997 ATV ac-
cident that also killed two of his
friends.

Joshua.and three friends —
John Kisnpan 111, 16; Joseph Kim-

pan, 13; and Dale Defebaugh, 10—
had doubled up on the Kimpan

family’s two ATVs for a ride along- .

side a road. As they snaked along
in single file, a car hit the boys
from behind, killing all but Dale.

Wilkinsen blames the driver of
‘the car, who was not cited but re-
fused to take a drug or alcohol test,

But she also thinks ATVs should
be baoned for kids. :

Recently, Wilkinson was driving
about 45 mph in her car when two
boys roared past her in a ditch, rid-
ing their ATVs.

“They go so fast,” she says, "It's
fun, sure . . . bt people don't real-
ize how dangerous they are.”

Trying to explain the mush-
‘Tooming rate of accidents and
deaths is tricky, says the CPSC’s
Giles. He points to several "inter-
twined” issues, including drivers
who don't wear helmets, or ride on
pavement, or use machines inap-
proptiate for their age, or ride with
passengers and without proper
training.

Despite manufacturers’ warn-
ings not to let kids ride adult-size
machines, about one-third of all se-
rious injuries were to youths under
age 16, most of them who were
hurt while riding adult-size ma-
chines.

Restrictions on kids

The American Academy of Pedi
atrics says kids shouldn't be al-
lowed on any ATV, regardless of
the vehicle’s size. The Elk Grove
Village-baged association also rec-
ommends a recall of all three-
wheel ATVs still in use.

Laws governing the use of ATVs
vary by state. Tllinois has littie reg-

. ulation. ATV owners herc are sup-

posed to register their vehicles
and can't ride in state parks, but
there are no laws concerning dri-
veT age or requiring helmets. ;

The ATV industry opposes a ban
on kids'using ATVs.

"We just don't think that the con-
cept of a federal ban would really
do much to change consumer be-
havior,” says Mike Mount,
spokesman for the Specialty Vehi-

cle Institute of Amcrica, which rep-

resents all the major ATV makers
except Polaris, .

The industry says the injury rate
actually was higher in the late
19805 and notes that, in 2002; the
latest year for which federal data
are available, the number of deaths
and the injury rate both declined
nationwide, though the raw num-
ber of infuries went up.

As for.the industry’s trend to-
ward bigger and faster machines,
Mount says, “They build what the
consumers want,”
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ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

Wednesda-y was finance
director Cheryl Pattelli's last
day. She is going to take the

.same position with the

DuPageWater Comunission.
Pattelli’s assistant, Susan
Snow, a CPA andan MBA,
will hold the job on a interim
basis - ‘
Pattelli, with the county
for eight years, said ather -
last Finance/Budget Com-
mittee meetingWednesday
that the county has 4 cash
balance of $20 million.

“The financial situation
of the county is cutstanding,
probably the best in the
area,” she sald. “I'm going to
miss everybody.”

" ®ES

The cell at Settler’s ﬁﬂl

Landfill where contaminated,

sofl was dumped by Shell
Pipeline Co. is scheduled to

_begin being filled again.

Operations were stopped
when the problem was dis-
covered. Now that the board
has voted to let the material
stayin place, lawycrs said

they can begin using it again. -

aslong as they inform Shell
That gives the company an
opportunity to gather any
evidence it heeds before :
garbage begins to cover the -
soil again.

Also, Director of Environ-
mental Management
Timothy Harbaugh said two

_ rounds of air-quality testing

have been finished and a
third is schedued for the
weekend of June 25 and 26.
Harbaigh said the testing
should be donewhenthe |
Kane County Cougars base-
ball team is out of town so
that exhaust from the fans’

_ cars does notskew the re-
. sults, :

~* The county hasbudgeted
st rounds of testing, After
the third round is collected,
.officials will decide whether
to go ahead with the adidi-
tional three.
AR

On a personal note:

Deepest sympathies are
extended 10 the tamily and
friends of Undersheriff

* Daniel Sehindibeck, who

died Tuesday.
Dan always was helpful, -
_funny and a good guy. He
will be missed.

« Tom Schiueter is the
county reporter for the Kane
County Chronicie, He may be
reached at (630} 845-5380 oF

*tschlueter@kechronicle.cont.
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- Ask Sound Off
Have a question?
We ._.mqo an answer

Confiict of interest -/2-OY (hron,/cld
Question: Isn't it considered a conflict of interest to
have a high school varsity soccer coach also serve as
president of a traveling soccer club?Won't such an
. arrangement simply become a feeder program to high
schools? - L _
Answer: No, there is not conflict of interest. Indeed,
_such coaching arrangements are common.

- Gas tax hike ridiculous ‘

. Question: I'm calling in regard to Sunday'’s editorial by

- Tom Schluéter, proposing that Kane County raise gas
plices another 2 cents. How ridiculous is that? Gas is at an
all-time high, oil has reached $42 a barrel and, once again,
your paper is advocating another tax increase. I've yet to
see a tax increase referendum in Kane County that your
baper wasn't advocating. And, yes, gas prices are higher in
the countiés to the east and north of us, as he mentioned, -
Justyesterday, I purchased gas for $2.01 a gallon in Maple
Park, about 20 feet west of the Kane County line. When the

. Kane County Board Iooks for these prices, they never Iook
west, they always look at the more expensive easterly
counties. So they are going to say surrounding counties?
Include DeKalb, include Kendali, include McHenry and, of

- course, the most expensive county they can find, DuPage.
For your paper to advocate raising gas prices when they are

already at record high is just unconscienable.

Answer: Tom Schlueter’s article was a colunin, not an
- editorial. The column was published Friday, May 29, and
represented Schlueter’s views, not the newspaper’s. The
newspaper has not advocated ari increase in the local
portion of the gasoline tax. State law allows Kane County to
impose a local gas tax of up to 4 cents per gallon. Kane . -
* County's local gas tax is 2 cents per gallon. The Chronicle
has opposed tax increases in the past.

L . =l o

‘News Editor: Christopher K. Nelson

Publisher: Mark M. Sweetwood
Managing Editor: Gregory J. Rivara
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tives and ex-convicts who try to hide

their pasts by forging new identi-

ties, Caliendo said. -

50 apiece while

Most board members approved
thp plan, even th%ugh t!’le ﬁng@r- _
the name checks cost 810. The dis-
trict will spend about §7,200 more
than usual to screen this year’s ap-

“Having read about the situations
some other school districts have
found themselves in, I'm very sup-

plicants using the new procedure,

said Caliendo.

print checks cost
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‘sary to go this far.”

A little more than a week ago,
a cherub-faced 3-year-old was
scooped off the couch in her

slept. -
Residents of Wilmington, a
small town just south of Joliet,
were shocked when they found
her body in a creek across town.
Parents clutched their children
closer. They looked twice at
strange cars on the street.

And they asked an important
question: Do sex offenders live
in their town?

should ask no matter how big or
small their community or how
affluent.

The Ilincis Attorney General’s
Office keeps a log of sex offend-
ers at isp.state.ilus/sor/frames.
him. It's not complete or always
accurate because some offend-
ers fail to notify authorities
when they move. But it is a start-

locked wo.n.um while her father .

That’s a question every parent -

ST} B e T ST B T P -,

Qi .u %&w has %&m@ interestad i

q____m Kunz m Ewa Kovac
Kane County Crime & Justice

_ing point and a little bit of secu-

rity in a dangerous world.

A cursory count shows regis-
tered sex offenders live in most
towns. St. Charles has 22, South
Elgin 13, Geneva 11, Batavia
seven, Sugar Giove m<9 North
Aurora three and Elburn has
Zero:

_Before you let your children
wander seemingly idyllic neigh-
borhood streets, give the registry
alook. You might be mﬁvnmmn

Get out of Jail free: Jail officials
want to save time for both them-
selves and parents.  °

At their request the Kane
County Board last week
approved tweaking how the
county’s classifies its rules ban-
ning underaged smoking and
drinking. Now teens caught
imbibing or puffing will get a
notice to appear in court but
won't need to get booked in-the
jail and wait for their parents to
bail them out.

Although sitting in jail mi;
help teens get the “stay straight”
message, it can cause jaithouse
gridlock, especially when wm_dmm
are busted such as last year’s
graduation party in St. Charles
that sent close to 30 kids to the
jail.

‘ The change also will leave less
of a mcmBmﬁnEm mark on the
teen’s record because it will be

Eﬁn as wn anmbnm viclaton

Heradd

in sex offender registry

359 than a criminal Ewmam-
INEanor.

‘Bystander or helper? A jury, not

a judge, will decide if Kineta Bell
should serve an extra 15 years in
prison if she is convicted for her
role in the slaying of an Elgin
man during a botchéd robbery.

Bell, 20, has pleaded innocent to
murder and home invasion in
connection with the death of 32-
year-old Kyle Juggins, who was
stabbed and fatally shot Feb. 11,

t 2003. The Elgin woman con-

tends she stood outside when
three men stormed Juggins'
apartment and pounced on him
while he slept alongside his girl-
friend and infant son.

Kane County prosecutors
argue that Bell's participation in
the crime — leading the robbers
to Juggins' home — makes her
eligible for up to a 75-year
ﬁnmou term.

But Kane County Judge Patxi-
cia P Golden rejected the idea,
telling prosecutors June 8 any
sentencing mEam_Emm would be
..E.mamﬁc,m until the outcome
of Bell’s trial.

Kane County Assistant mm:mm
Attorney Greg Sams said a deci-
sion was needed in case the
state Supreme Court later rules
that defendants in similar cases
qualify for an extended sentence
based on their level of account-
ability.

Defense attorney Liam Dixon
said Bell should know how
much prison time she could face
should prosecutors offer her a
plea deal in exchange for-a
reduced sentence. .

» Tona Kunz and Adam Kovac
cover Kane County courts. To
contact Tona, call (630) 587-
8631. To contact Adam, call (847)
668-2728.




PHOTOS BY JONATHAN HOUSE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above: Pallbearers, Including Kane County Sheriff Ken Ramsey {rightl, Auvrora Police Chief Bill Lawler (behind Ramsey), Kane Couinty Chief of
Corrections Tedd Exline {center} and Aurora Mayor David Stover [center rear), carry the casket bearing Undersherift Dan Schindlbeck's body from
Holy Cross Church in Batavia following his fumerat Saturday. Below right: Ianice Schindibeck wipes away tears during services for her husband at Mt.
Olivet Catholic Cemetery in Aurora. Below: Some of hundreds of police officers on hand furSehmdlbeck’s funeral satute as a riderless horse i his
memory passes at the cemetery.




-pe mau sy ams ur ] “yped ey
umop suofue pesj 0y Suod
jou ] ‘uosiad eI 03 Ire}
oq3upmomM IBYL,, Pres 003N
/sjusunurodde Aue ‘prem
-103and 0] A1) 10U PMOM, .
- gIRu
' reonyod jusIma 91} Ul [1yssad
| .ons aq 10U pmom sjusmnurod
: -de sy soasT[aq oY Pres 3H
. *105590
F-ons STy 03 Jet Buiaes| peals
am - qusunurodde we  ayew

B Bupyoas jou st ouMm y(iga) ol

‘ssaxd s ur Jydy pres oys
f pres ag, & ojur 198 01 Burod
g j0u L ‘Bunpdue Aes o1 JoU
§i PoSIAPE U33q an] faurone

" W A[PITeT] UED TORENSTUTM

B 0) 100 wasoyd SBY ‘ToToR[I-A .

10-10R3] 66T 3} 10, JUAW
-moJ 0} pSUIISp Iaqni]

. TUSUIUIOD 10] Payoeal

. aq jou pmod yineuesey

i . 'qofauy

POy 01 ATessadeu aq PMoM. - . -3

3193 SOQEGTE O 1P SUOR < oo Joyutodde-al 1943y

-gagmenb a1 S)sT ‘yEneueARy
: 1os5taradng.

Ao,
drysumoy, emereg Aq pauds
“ane] ‘200z ‘L1 aum{ 3yl ’

- * a[oko TRak-1hio]

: - o1 (M @pPUICd 0} pawm
. prEs1aqny -

aq- 0} pateadde ‘AlpuonEls
UONRINOSSY SI0ssassy AjunoD
_auey U0 USHLIM I9Na] puo
-gas'e pue 12139] 8661941 |

. ‘poureu usaq sey Juawase[dal-

J0 931ADE 3T Hmmﬂ.b WOHeSISA -
- -uodjerpjoyediousemy, o
: ~syrewral A0DIA .

" :qoad jo aénedssq pueofqnd

uy parjdxe Ta) SA3qNH WAl
'Tea£-IT0J B 0} SJUSUSSASSE JO -

. 1ostatadns o syurodds weur ©
.-Ieyo pieoq Aumod ayL

ou ésneoaq uonsed 2 SpIoY -
ms ‘ags ‘pantdxe- sey Afed
-Tuyp) WXeYIay YBnowy -
x0T presAeddN
- isoakoidue 10 1M SWIT

et M swaqoxd yo asnesaq
‘300J0 1 Wl seOUIIPAUT JO

PIoM ] Aem ou 81 919YL, .-
O 1oy jutoddeai oy 3sh.
sey 4002y 2002 1equiadas’

1 aded Wwoy vmézzou :

- 9GIH X

z a8ed ‘ya9NH 99

: * 19y (PIM M
-ses[dsip & moys A[Teafd SPIoM
‘pue Surum ay ‘1AMOH
; -payoeadur aq 10
saildx9. 19y 9} 1017E paoeid
21 5Q SJUALUSSISSE JO IOSIA
-1adns a1 JeUp 2IMhaI SANE)S
qoe} U paIg -3q - 0} I3QNH
10§ J[e2 $10SSasse U3 Op JAKIL
9} Ul IAYMOU ‘TIAIMOH
-sa)e1s 1939 31 ,, {10M § 105538

-Se a1} [fe op 01 set] 'SJUQUISSas

-se Jo 10slaladns 3t ‘3Ys pue
Sumou Op $10SSASSE I} 19U
0} 3uipIoIde ‘ISNeI3( S1055IS
~se a1} Jo pLI 123 01 3T PMOM
ays, pres Ajpatodar ays YoTm

Ul S[eDLJe  JUQUISSIsSe jo
20UIoJU0I [PUONEU B 0) 9pEW
1aqNE $IUSUILI0D 0} asuods
-31 Ut Juas Sem 1a13] YL
Tay a1y 01 aul SUDISE BEE
poudis [re noA ‘oBe Buo] 00110N
“31[eS JO J0AL] U PATUT I1E $10S
~5asse 9 PE[S WL, ‘PTes A000N
A UretaIEYD PrEOq Aumod
‘syrpmal  SUNHQ  1PWY

JSs1afedxe) fumoD auey S

pUe sILSIp SUTXE) A 03 sfum

-ARS JEOUEISQNS © S1IEY]L,
% -ganaadoid pardnaoo

-1oumo o3 pandde aq ues A[uo

suonduwraxa | 00S'Es UL
-sarpoq Sunce) [e20] 31 0

a[qE[reAR aq [im TOTIUI F1°5$

~ Jeuoissajodun, 53y

presungo

Sgea soyo) o)

[eUONIPPE UE SUBall suondura
-xa o1 JO [BAOWdX YL 'S
-radoid 0) pafdde Ajzadordun
aIoM suonduIaxs a1 Jo 000°TZ

‘'se’ fuew se pres NNPo

B ‘sq xe1 €902
anmnoﬁmﬁmxmvmvzu&oa

000'22 JO [eAOwIdI 3P ISAO

WISIONIID JO 9xEMm 3} Ul preoq

fumed ) 03 YJam ISe] I2gnH

‘papusjep “uapIsald sUOTELD

-osse al) se duiaTas UNPo

s - ssumysnor
Snonp o nox, 'Pres MNP0
oSeymew ¢ oy sl 831,

unuIwod pres PO I8qNH

pue sdiysumo) U3 UM}

pE——————————

dsap

-9( UONEITUNUIUIOD jo yoer e
sem 2Iat]) UsUMm 2D B palddf
-a1'g66] '€ YOTEJA payep S108
-sasse drysumol g1 4q pausdts
1ana[ a1 pres WNPo Smed
10$5255y dIYSUMO], BIOMY

. sdnysumo) o) pue Luno?)

puey . WIOQ  DISSEIRGUID

sey jusmdpnl reuotssajoxd
J0 0By, 184 PrEs PUE 13qNH'Aq

opeul SJUAUIale)s SNOIapUe[s, -

0] Pa11aJal SI08SISSE I UsyM
oZe sreak x1$ 9dUeRlS SUONED

-0SSE AU} UI0I] STOPIP Taasmoy -
ONRIIOSSY §10S5ISTY ANNOD)
auey ayp wox oddns ay Y,
s S ey
gumoddns are s1ossasse diys
-UMO] ‘STTIQ Xe)-JO Spuesnoul
uo suondwaxa JO [eAOUIT Y}

* 1940 13N S1[[ES SIULWISEISSY

jo. 1ospradng Jo wWISPRUD
Jugda1 adsag — VAINAD

v_u_ﬁ_o.EU bq:ouwﬂmu
* WEIANTHOS WOLAY

- te e SUONAUIDXD XD) PIAOUIDA SJUDUISSDSSD
. S1.MOU SaROU2 U3am1aq Uoned : \

40 .40s1042dNS 49YD UIDI WISULL)

Jaqn }oBq S10SS3SSY




|, - -q01d a2e) pM0od PSP ¥

8 ‘plessiowuo) Ksuowiswios -3q UOONGLDSIP ¥e) SARED :Eu UBWLEYD preeq AumoD
:ly 398 am mim soaloid swos uo  Bunpdme 7 Ay suideq Tead ©'000'00%S
1" Do proy o) aaey gdna ap, [EDSQ 51] 5TIRDSQ AN AAIISIAT 03 BOH'0OES WO I502 PIom XY
"possTuI 3 p[Nod [ AM{anp  yooam-0M] B SBY DLSTP AL 217 eI pIIRWIDSE MaITd |
are jeyp siuswded puog "Pres ays 2ap] 1Y) patiopuEge
'swa] 198png urelBard nok sATeIq  aney awms s[RIm0 NG ‘@snoy

9 ‘TeuLIou Jewy Jale] sAep o6
PRTBW STq Xe) M ‘OLIBUIsS

9FBI-ISIOM 511401 Tapuf) A®13p-06 © paremores zuiy ~-qoid 1endwos a s pap
PrES 31 ‘PrES ZUTH aUteRa[  -gaim aney STeIIIo AJUney) .

‘YBnoxyy i A1reo 0) patsBfpe aq  URLIRIGET BARUSS 'GIND 323png T -

wea ja8png op Bumem swmos  wrexford o U UOREMANY  gysumo Auadard e jo jumotre

SRY 0IMSp AP s2 Juo] Sy
"Pres 3y ‘aatasal e sda9y os[e
JOINSTP AL, '$53) Iasn woy By

-UI02 1531 203 UM ‘SI5UU0 g “poarpuy sIakedxe) oy 199 samalxe) oy sandde “a
IaBeUew ssoUsh pres 1a3png  -Je pure sjaBpnq ojuy 3na pmom .h%n__uzcmuﬁ am__u o0 .%Haa sum
somstp yred am jo Juessad  syusurded wsasayur A ‘spolded -Tea Aadord pagmias ayL
as dn ayew saxey Azadorg m: daoy 0) mo110q 35NUI SATPOq ) .Eoﬁ gaLnIan
ST [oyas B s Bunces [230] 31 TAAIMOH AR pue sdysumor 3 a
yanu se saxey Atadord wo A1 -Je S[iq Jjotp 298 J0U PlTom 813 JB sorea bumweww“wwmﬁuwm
jou! s30p 31 pue ‘T udy smBaq  -Aedheel avp ‘Parpms oI UQ 0o SIUSWSSISSE  SUL
Tea [edST S31 ASMEDRQ ARSOUW | - “3)B] 00) I [[M 1] 30 U0 BSeqEIEp JUAIANTp E Way
'uonisod Jopeq v U JASN SpPUD T B UMM PIA[OSSI 8q 1shu ajerado 2016 uolURN® XE
RIS ATe] SR IS 2T UOpETIS 3T pres Uy sp19p Aumog ot uj srayndwes
 preszuiy ‘axow siakedxe “pres £oDop ‘oD ST S[UM ‘GFEQRIEP AU T
3P 1500 pmom eqy, el -wradoos [piusunredapiaiur ) wasds v ajerado aomo sjuaar
-rem uchedinue xel ansst ‘woajqoad sty SA[0S 01 paau am _55355E 10 wowEom:mEm AU oo
0) asey pmom preoq Lrerqy Bunp jueproduy isows ayy, a1 Eu ‘sremduos
- S} ILOSIP [00IS I AT] ‘SerRUy i
'SNON URAW  JO SUOC UBL TBm 1T B JI0W ]
pmos b& Jo A[pprw ay: puod ws[qord awp pres >o002 TN 1 @3ed woy psnuguos

_um;uw:m osfe S}ISIp A1eaqr] isaxe]

-1l 31 10 pnp-3uo syuasardal
000'9¢ 2y uaied ysaza
u 000'9$ ATRIQ] 911 1502 pMod

e 107 Arejes swm-1red € Jo uon
-BUTU2 31} UB3W PMOoM uon
-Nqustp ul Ae[ap AEp-06 V

-Ur paIpamar ag pmom uon | ¢
-erIs o Jetp ySnow sem 3y | o
‘nnod ou0 1y sIead o1 I0] TaA] |

Sl pue sajer oyl 595 1B
. ssancrd ST 5TUOISLAIKD Xeg ay ]
"sjusumaA0E 1eoo] Aq paidope

T mwm& STVVL 335

PR

“1oBex yueogiudls 5q Pinom JeqL,
‘PIES 3y ‘GCpUaNe

aJEIPAWIL JNOTAIM feak Pxart jsndny 10
. Ugaa, ' sasuadics 13400 03 AFUOUT MOLIOG

Ao Toum papreuI aq 30U [ SR XEL
u.m.s

Jeapnu e, 0} vmnuﬁ g pmo? reafpon -
10j sma|qord repusiod S pire apeuaIs:
purel e 0 paredulod aq pmoo swagqoad
s1eak SIP “PaAjOSaT Jou ST EoBEn_m‘.

33 J1 Yeup TS LoD RAM ISET

TSOUE UY asoyt

=_¢_._§_ E mb____s s zém. |

+5e " afemBue] ates a1 yeads jou op e sSAUISTI] X0} Emvnﬁcﬂma_:v. Bmmw
uaunredap suo uy ssanduroo asnesaq o[ pres ‘siuauded 1595900 UT 000054
- ared aflre] 1y ‘'a7( SY00M 93N INOAE F1

01 000°05$ DSP
JOOIS B 1802 P[NOd
3Ty plak(g Jem
-sealy Aq pajorpaid
SE ‘Jead 3xou S[NIq xRy
Sumew wi sAep 06
B sARp gg jo Ae@Ep

%E ﬁmﬁmE atam Teak s Sq xey,
Pmoys nAem Q.
mgﬁmmo §19[040 Xe] SATUMO2 31 uaym

Waxony

1snul 31 SRR YOIUYM “BATRST OU
10 afiy-aney 38pnq NatL ‘pres [l

ST YMEM [EDUEUY € U &1 AUnod .MEEES Iog
sumy wl ﬁEmﬂ Hoonuw A1ang 008
: ﬁam paxg jou & waqord
muh " Eﬁnm {usums w syYeyr; . ap N frear »_umou

"Sfooyds uSEmm.. e Jwod2q PMmod

%_ou piiin] E& s1apes] Amumnop
‘sura|gord rew
-1TeUg SNOTIAS 3SNED PINOD UOQNGLRST
& Up Aepep v “Supelado dasy oy saxe)
Atadoid jo uonnquEsTp Ajstm uo pusd
-ap’ E?unhn Ut S191mSIp [00YdS
Eoﬁmmzu_m%u

[RI2URUY 3] Te3j SAPOQ JUIUNLISA0D
Iapo “wmajsds xe) snofad e Jo nojre}
[eonnod 2 Pim e3P 01 jdwane SERY
-j0 AunoD suey ANYM — VAINED

SpICI) Alumo) aty
HALAHDS KOLAT

sjuswAnd Jsa42jul ul SAD]JOP JO SPUDSROY]
- 1502 uUD S)jIq X} Suppipw Ul D)7

TOIRITOTY) THhOThI=T

99} Pjnod sjausig



Buore 08 am
583N STqR SULMAE J0 PUD{aLoM
. g, pres sapdeyg , ‘vopudo
01, Jo sTesd srdpmi joB aasm
alaym peod 6TE TP 08 03 pey
84,08 BUID 15 3 ST SIUL,

‘uoned

-nsaaul sjqrssod 103 aogyo s ued
-IpE BST] ‘Ua ARV 3¥IS 0)

JaQETU i) palisjal aAey 3300

s dafonduo) ey 38 SEVIIO
"UOISLATD UoIsuad
s JusumlIedap ayy Jo Jaty3 ‘sauop
TOL Pres ‘AULredl] aA[eDSTUTH
:pe Ue HIBaq pmos s Iedap

oY} 83033G JNQ SIUTUIEM PAATSD .

- Aoy Jeye Sumy Aq Tej os

$9UL] PAPIOAER BnBY SpIRoq putny

aojsuad s affrasIauadre)
JJswagard sy adpapmouy

-DB PUE SS2IPPE 03 s 1, uop A1d -

-uffs £3Ul,, "PIES SI0G] AJUBN
DIJEILL], .'SSOWI. [BAX B B,
£es SO0 adeqiA a.mdy ajel
- 20RU] ATPTIA 8 “UOTITUL [$ By}
alom pred Sujeq Asulone odel
A e pamoys Iadedsmau 1e20f
B ut Anuanal peystqnd a3ea
3 BIEp [BRUELL] pEoUlAUGY
J0U axe Aty Aes soppIo g
' PJRINIVE AT0W
51 ﬂoﬁuﬁuoﬁn 3. motny, 1 ‘1gak
SHIL, "Pres uosiapuy usneq
smtom AToTeNaD 531 W I,

“PIES STELD

-1IJO ISY0 pire :om.nwuqﬁ ured

" Bunaes jusodmy ue §T J9ags

ageeq Ay Uo :o_n_no uea>
B Supyes 'syjuswiale)s [erouBEu
0T $,838[[LA 81} Bacadde oy pa

-yradxa Jou 57 ULy M 3oy,
“8002 10
19a1]s a0TreTeq s, e3e[LA 813 asoxd
e [ X0J UIP[e§ RUOU ST
JeT} aasy[aq STEIOIHO adeTILA
J3qUWaE
suo se ‘rerogyo ongnd e jou
g uapisad  sfflasimuadre)
© I2)dumy] tRlM ‘SalImImod J1p
-ne g PAULIo] sey paeoq s} puy

. "5P30931 X9} 91 1030W 5,28 [[TA

31} 18 HoO] 0) JUEMSUCD & paqy
BABY A9, "DYES UOSIBpUY 10}
-0aJTp aoweuly £Ndap matie Iy
o} spuny paaoldde eafonl
“PAJSUOASAT Uda] SABY SIS
pIeoq ‘ode SRUOWL § DIALLIR
87 30UIS JEL PIES UOSIapUY
w £ d[37] 03 3708 12q
S5,40H, ‘SE JE 18 0O JO pUpy
1 %gm pue Jeysm.prp oym ne
}105 0} BU4Ax) 5B JEYSY,, PIES UCS
-18pUY ,'JO 8180 Uay{e) 123 1, upmp
U0pIuse papadu ey sdurm jo
amos ‘Uuosedl JaAdleym 107,
NSy SSI[INLT) B SULE]q FUSEassH
saeul sYIar0 Ul Jasowmy yany
2} PIES UCSIZPUV JIAmNmOD
10] S[[e Wmiad Jou pip Ja8nsoq
e Juaprsaid  aSufiA
. "PFes uusd ,,‘qef e Sujop
10U a1 Lo} usym ‘qof ays1y op
woy} J9[—eBBUBUIOINUL J,U0p,
Jo A1I0few preoq Ty Aq spny
-¥ [edeUad e usaq S8051LL,, -
I3quiada(] Uy payre)s yeu dnoid

JSQUISTEGT B WLOJOY [RIST

JI0j sHaznI) Jo jmapisaad ‘uuag
AareS(e) pres ‘pieng 9BE[MIA
ayy YA sjsal Hmqrsuodsay

Y SSjuamasIMasTp peratyIng
-um 10 paacaddeim,, Jo ST e Jug
-jeaxo Korod yseo-Anad j9s ou
sey aSe(TiA a1]} ey} paurem ard

* -HIexs 10 01 B Uf S}pNE 83Xy,

‘Bupimoar  jdey. sweqold
g)e[ Jeak v
Ueq} 8101 pafL dam EJUALSINS
Z00Z S,0Mm0} 9L "IX8U S 10}
srequmu AQII0MIsTLOU 0 pay
TBOA SUO WOQ s1squmuU peg
‘sIageuUet adema 1S pey

SBY afLasIsjusdre) ‘G661 9JUIS

pue ‘000z evs juounxedap
SUTB3ANns. 611 Paf sAel SI101331
-Ip SOUENL] U34S INO PUE UT P8
<2104 sIadeueil ‘IIYMUBIN
“pata smiajqoad sures sy
JO ATTETH TITM ‘uoTdo ON [AWES

.8} 5Bm Jmsal IR Ing ‘jpne

1002 11 JOMPUOD 0} {OoIq HeQ
JoXo4 U3pI=g pAITY W0} SUL.
«'SpI0D
21 [enuEw 953} [Te Joy aoeds
AUg AT },UPIP 3M,, ‘PIES SUITH
«'S)aUQeD FUTTY OU PEY M, |
59

“X0Q PIROQPIEd U] SPI0DAT 3day.
532A0]da Yoty WIea] o} PayIoys
SBM 55 “qO[ 81} DJUO PIXIEM IS
uaYM YL PTES ‘E002 03 T00Z WOIY

220 s43jondwod ‘sajdels oyasi—
. pobomwstut

furaq au fiayy-

‘naod sty o a4, fiay j,

2030300 BOUBKIY *BUy] ..Em&
?7Z]
[ELIJBUEL 0F M0]S SJam sagusy>
pue—saaio[dila USASS (hOYE
—{[ews pakels geis s usunred
-ap oy} It Iapstdal ysed mou
© SuTpriour. Justmreda] aauUed
LI U 03 sapeaddn uo 000'001%
3sed] Je puads 0} padpald s[EpR

-3¢ 236(TA 0002 JequaEd( U]
uoR
IPU0 [efoweuy [enjow s,83e[
-iA 9N} pajuasaadal sjusmAe}s
[efoueuyy 5,08e[A oy I9Taym
ue  uoturdo ou, anssp pmoa
1 ples uirg oyjf, ‘pres Wy Jp
-NE 31} ‘SI0LID BURUNOJOE pus
JSoato[dus woymeyd,, ‘ysed. Jo
uoperdorddesim 101 pepuaiod

81} pajeaty.s10.0u0d Xey aylL
8751040 Jadoad ynoyyrm wy
-2As BUTjUT000E 1) OjUT paley
-us atam sidredal pue sjuIw
-Aed "papnIoL0D UL 3T ‘UOLIE)
“ustmaop JadoId JroyiTm Spuny

. afeqa Suowe pasow L3UOI

“swapqoad
PRLIALL E.S& Andmoad ‘syusw
HEE  [RIDURUY 0002 §.UM0)
a1 MaLA3I O} PaJTY ULIJ yIpne
ue ommuz_o JO BIEMYDS PUE 10
-tawy Smumzwﬂm ‘wetpatyd.
. oIl
528214 a3 WA aoed Surdaay
jon aom ssaposad Surdasy
-j0o0q feuriojuy s joadsona
ul qanoyy ‘sog6T AW ul s1jpne

‘passed afe[ia oY ‘JUSUIEIP

-21d sy1 0juy 103 9Fe(TLA JaT) M0y

Anpoexa o) se juswapzznd £53)

-o1d sRIHIO mngﬂﬁcmn.ao
‘pres JajdwmH , ‘pauadder jeym
n0f 1103 A[Teas 03 Sujod € JeY L.,
US[0)S BB A3
-Uow AUE 381181 M 2JEELSAAUL 0}
JURILUMOIIE HTSUALG] € JULIT] 15
-PISUO0 DINOYS } JapJ0 U] ${00q
SI| 5182 ede([la au) Iaye Jew
pres ‘aapImmo) pny s,a8ea
) "o SHS OUM JUBIMOIDE I7]
-qnd paiitas e Qsydumy med

. 5axw) Atadoad mo Supyad -

Mo A Jo pua a1 o} j08
2 J1 patLIsducd 8 p,L, Ind "2008
Jaqugaaq up peyurodde “uoswap
-uy pres Jjun Fod shuasaal
30 S3IMOE JBII0 INO JOT 2A M
“Hureq 1) U} A3U0T 10T 34, BM,,
“a9lA

189 SI0}S0AU] §,ApOOI B STeD

-0 pres ‘aBelase aA0qe SUTeW
a1 Buyyed Jpadd 53 's[M1q 5)t Aed

JoTrorded yasud o) Sur@EEnnsjou

ST ASWTTLA 23 JBY) Pre A3uow Sy
-[82}E JO BUOAUR Pashiade seq Jol
-1pne o yer sazjseqdius uosiap
uy Bean .awmﬁz agdema

“Kpredoad yuads -

U3 sey Kauowr XP} lan-1030T0
197OYM 388 0] YILIOUT ST} I8}B]
9BEIA 91} PR (T4 AoU pres
seolye  uonepedsuen ejE)s
‘paurerdmos dnox8  suaznIo
€ 18]V PIBE S[EII[]JO sdueIns
-U] 3)els ‘U00s part] j,uare susw
-B1E)E £00T 341 N paU} 8q pInod
A3} DUE ‘#MOJ ¢ Ul sneed Tnoj
9¢] sjudeE}s [ElOUERUY IIaU}
Pafy) aAry spuny uorsuad Jayydy
-any uqm do1tod 8,Umo} 8L

"g aump snp atesm s)a0dad asoy],
‘BjUomeIRIs [E[OWEU  £00T
51 521l W40} 84} (RN ‘pury e
19uad & dasasiuadren 10 jus
-18d g7 Inoqe ‘Spumy i aseayal
03 pasnjal Sey 8YITY "adeia
ayy anp sawe} ApJadoxd ur utogy
~TiW 93 JNOQR JO JUBWIRR)EUT J8IT]
a1 SUFpIoOUis 6] WaqoTy pra
-g(J Iaansesl] AyUnon eury-
-anip SUTWOD 8
Aem Jupdasy-ploday eI 58 -
-BeTTTA 210 107 Y 910 ‘08 Uany
"pres saldmg “Surme] 10}
wiaty) azfreuead jouures yng sypne
03 JTAIqNS 07 STMN) 8930 LD 30y
-J0 S3UAH AJIATNE [EUMIILIY JO
Jooxd juasge ‘JUoTHaseueTISTWE
TEIOUBU]] 10} Bumo} 3zireusd -
o) aamod pajmIT] Seq 8315 9 I,
LAem Jayo Lue
uaddey ),usaop ..: "pres sapdeyg
« paBeuwutspa MSB A
wson st e endeyi. i,
30730 SPULY tre(T Jerroapduton)
8je}s J0] JusmLIaAc8 [BI0]
J0 JO30aITp ‘serdels 0YasiD ples

00, UT S}00q
s susjqoxd
~ punoj wIy
sliany

r
t

annual audits since 2000 and the | -

There was the time village only municipality its size to

staff based its budget proposal have such repeated problems,

.| on a5 pervent sales tax, when

| ing tickets.

¥
'

"| the village's share of the tax was ~ PLEASE SEE AUDITS, BACK PAGE
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KANE COUNTY

“County gn_czm
salmonella trail

* : The Kane County Health Departiment

] . said Monday it is trying to trace the
source of a salmonella outbreak at an
Aurora grocery that sent one person to
the hospital. -

Epidemiologist Cindy Gross said the
investigation has not been expanded be-
vond thefour confirmed and 17 suspect-
ed cases of salmonella infection identi-
fied last week in connection with take-
out food purchased at El Paso-Grande
Grocer, 634 E. New York Ave.

. “We're still looking for the source,”
she said. “We're not locking at any other
restaurants.” .

;' The Health Department recommends |
throwing away any food, other than
canned, purchased at the grocery on or

Ohicago Th

ng taxes

ayi

Ariana Eiizondo, 2, joins grandm,othér_ Maria Rojas and others | t

at the Kane County Government-Center in Geneva to pay

property taxes Monday, when the first _inst‘allment was due.

P

— : - . . . after May 21. -

) SR ’ - Gross said the store, which is closed
temporarily and is cooperating with in-
vestigators,” prepares some .foods for
take-out “and the individuals who are ill
had wE.n:mmmn the mooa as Srméﬁ
items.”

"The county. EmmEg Department is
awaiting the results of laboratory tests
by the state in an effort to identify a po-
tential source of the contamination,
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_' :Elburn c0n31ders mcreasmg |
‘water blll by 17 25 percent

By the numbers
. Prices of liquids, per 100 cubic feet

Vlllage
| expected to hire
firm to remove
© radium
By DAN CHANZIT
Kane County Chronicle

‘ EI_;BURN — Village officials
. next week are expected to hire

Colorado-based Water Rernedi- .

ation Technology to remove ra-
dium from Elburn's water supply.

. Under the agreement, water.
" rates would go up from $2 per.

100 cubic feet to $2,69 per 100
cubic feet. Sewer rates would re-
main at $2 per 100 cubic feet.

* Aresident who pays $40 per
quatter for water would pay
$53.80, a 34.5 percent increase.

Because the sewer rate re-
mains the same, the overall in-

| crease 17.25 percent.

Water rates have remained
the same for 18 years.

* The reason for the rate in-
crease is so the village can pay
for a $2.2 million project de-
signed to rerove trace amounts
of radium from Elburn water.

-The Illinois Environmental

Protection Agency requires all.

municipalities to comply with

» Elburn water: $2.69 .
*» Gas {$2.11/gallon): 51,578
* Milk ($3.69/gallon} 52, 760

- * Mountain Dew ($7. 48/galron SS 601

. Beer ($8 87/galion): $6, 653

Source: VJHage of EJburn

. Rate increase
. Under the proposed contract-with Water Remnediation

- Technology,
would pay é53 80,

a resident who pays $40 per quarter for water

» Elburn water rates have remamed the same for 18 years.

new ‘water quality standards,’

which include lower radium lev-
els. Radium is a naturally occur-
ring radioactive material found

.in most deep wells around-

northem Illinois. :
Previously, Elburn officials
had considered using a method
called ion exchange to rid the
village's water of radium.
That method was.expected
to cost about $4.5 million plus

chemicals. Batavia officials se-
lected a different method that
raised rates by about 40 percent,

Last April, Colorado-based

Water Remediation Technology -

~ officials contacted Elburn and
said they could remove the ra-
dium for less money.

“We had to look at this new

technology,” Village President
James Willey said. * We can't af-
ford not to look at it.”

WRT's method involves
sending water through pipes
and filters made of the mineral
zeolite. Radjum is trapped by
the filters because it clings to the
zeolite. ' o

The technology reduces ra-
dium to less than 5 picocuries

_per liter, which is the EPA limit. -
another $500,000 each year for -

If rustees sign the proposed
contract, the village would agree

‘to pay up front $575,000 for

project costs rather than finance
the balance.

The village would recapture
the investment from residents
over 20 years. That money
would go toward village water
infrastructure improverments.
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