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fate up

Gorecki

to board
Judge refuses to block

- county vole on her return

BY PATRICK WALDRON
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Kane Board members:::

LN

hold mixed opinions =

Az,

on Monday s meeting =

By Danlel Duggan
'STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Is there a vacancy or
isn't there? .

Monday, members of the Kane
County Board will meet to debate
the technical legal issues surround-
ing the suspension of Kane County
State’s Attorney Meg Gorecki's law
license.

They will be asked to decide
whether Gorecki’s office should be
declared “vacant” and a permanent
replacement named, or they may
decide it is not “vacant” and that a
temporary appointment will suffice.

While many board members re-

main undecided on the issue and
" will wait unti] they hear all the opin-
ions Monday before taking a stand,
some have staked out early views
on the matter.

Among the attorneys serving on
the board, there are mixed opin-
ions.

*There is vacancy -here,”
Cathy Hurlbut, R-Elgin. “It's a con-
stitutional issue.”

Hurlbut, whose law office is in
Elgin, said the Illinois Constitution
states that a state’s attorney must
have a license to practice law. Since
Gorecki won't have a license start-
ing Sunday, she should be perma-
ntently replaced, Hurlbut said.

Paul Greviskes, a -Democratic
board member and lawyer from Auro-
ra, also said he believes the office will
be vacant. Part of the statute states
there is a vacancy if the person is
under a “legal disability,” and this situ-
ation would seem to fit that, he said.

But board member and lawyer
John Noverini, R-Carpentersville,
said he does not believe the “legal

disability” argument apphes to

Gorecki’s situation. -

said

“T just don't see it in the law,” heu
said. “Alegal disability is somethmg
like being declared incompetent;™’
and I don’t think that’s the casé&}:
here.”

Noverini is part of a coahtlon of
northern Kane County Board mem-r
bers who often vote in unison. That-.
group includes Margaret Scalfarg,.
R-Carpentersville, ‘but she dls“
agreed with Noverini.

“In my mmd it's clear, there (W]I]
be) a vacancy,” she said.

e

Leaning toward ‘no vacancy

South Elgin Republican Dan Wal‘
ter said he is leaning more toward "’

saying there is no vacancy. v

“I respect the opinion of the auor-

ney general and the judge who -

made the appointment (of an inter~-.«
im state’s attorney), and I haven't..

. seen real clear evidence yet. tha.t

would make me change my mmd e
he said. o
Nlinois Attorney General Llsa

Madigan issued an opinion last .

week that the circuit court should
appoint a replacement to serve i

Gorecki’s place while the four::
month law license suspension is in>*
effect. Gorecki could then return to,
office ' when the suspension ends;--

according to Madigan.

Karen McConnaughay, R-St.
Charles, said she will wait until
Monday to decide.

“We have a large packet of infor-
mation that I still have to look
through ” ghe said.

"She added it will be important to
be briefed by Patrick Kinnally, the

special assistant state’s attorney. -

dealing with the issue on behalf o‘f"'
the County Board. o

“{ still want to hear what our at.-
torney thinks,” she said. “So I'm still -
a little cautious to make a decision.”
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BY PATRICK WALDRON
- Daily Herald Staff Writer

Meg Gorecki spent her last
. day as state’s attomey before her

suspension — and possibly'ever

—— overseeing the final details of
an Aurora Township murder’
trial she was supposed to aigue.

But when Joshua Minniti

walks into court Monday to g

. reelof
Uncertain ?Eﬂ,m\mmw office

~ of her $129,000 salary during

period, _
She also will not accept parts

the suspension, Coghlan said,

But she is by no means
moving out, he said.

“Her office is just like mine,”
Coghlan said, “There are files
stacked on her chair”
Gorecki refused to answer any

hear the state's opening argu-
“'ment against him, Gorecki will

not be there, -

Monday is the first business
day of Gorecki’s Illinois
" Supreme Court-ordered law
. . license suspension, handed
* down as punishment for ethics
violations’' committed more
- than a year before she was
- elected to office, ]
" _Her return at the end of the
. suspension remains in doubt,
.. buther actions between Sunday
and June 1 will leave nothing ta
- Interpretation, one of her assis-
- tants said Friday,
“I'm expecting to have zero
.~ contact with her the next four
- months,” said Mike Coghlan,
- the deputy chief assistant state’s
attorney. ‘ o .
Her suspension dictates that
Gorecki cannot practice law and
" to comply,
‘Gorecki will not return to any of
Kane’s courthouses during that

Coghlan says aparticular division.

Coghlan said.

uestions about the suspension .
or her plans Friday when asked
as she walked out of her last
court hearing and toward her
office at the Kane County judi-
cial center. .

Inside the office, OomEm:.

said, little has — or will — - .

change. :

Gorecki called her eight top
assistants together Thursday
and discussed her absence with
them. Coghlan said the duties of
the office will be divided up
according to area of expertise,
with civil division chief Kather-
ine Moran serving at the top. as
special state’s attomey. :

“My to-do list just got longer,”
Coghlan said. .

He said the procedural
response to Gorecki's absence
will be just like what happens .
when someone leaves on a
vacation or is transferred out of

“Everything is covered,”
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Bllss Woods cam
-[-QY _Chron/

cle
Septic system,
location are
major problems

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — This summer might be
theIast season for camping at the Bliss
Woods Forest Preserve. near Sugar
Grove.

Problems with the septlc system,
poot location and an outdated design

at Bliss Woods might force the district

to close the campground.
- “I think that thing is worn out. It
was designed in a different era,”
‘Executive Director Jon Duerr said.
Last summer, the district discov-
ered that it had problems with the sep-
tic system when sewage began seep-
ing to the surface,
When the district opened the

campground, it was in a remote area, -

and the county had little or no regula-
tions concerning septic systems and
soil types.

“Now it's a residential area. The sit-
uation is not a good one for SepUiC sys-
tems,” Duerr said.

The campground itself abuts a
now-busy Bliss Road, and across the
road is a privately owned shooting
club, neither of which lends itselfto a
quiet camping experience, Duerr
said. :

Director of operations Mike

Holan said fewer campers use Bliss

Woods than facilities at Paul Wolff
Forest Preserve on Big Timber Road
in Elgin and Rutland townships or
Buffalo Park Forest Preserve on the
Fox River in fat- northern Dundee
Township.

Bliss averaged 15 campers durmg
the week last year, Holan said.

The campground is used mostly by
recreational vehicles, which require
the use of a septic dumnp station.

The district residence on: the
property no longer is occupied,

pground might close

which will ease the strain on the
septic system this sumumer, Holan
said.

With talk of abandoning the only
campground In southerh Kane

-County, officials are looking at another

location, possibly Big Rock Forest
Preserve.

“Td like to keep a campground in
the south end of the county,” Holan
said.

Some comimnissioners are in favor
of a campground at Big Rock, some

‘are not.

Big Rock has amenities such as a
lake and hiking trails thrdugh some of
the most pristine landscape in the
county, qualities both sides use to pro-
mote their positions.

“I'm not inclined to put camping at
Big Rock,” said Paul Greviskes, D-
Aurora. He said the pristine nature of
some of the features.could be de-
stroyed.

Margaret Scalfaro, R-Carpentersville,

said people want activities such as boat-
ing and fishing nearby when they go
campmg
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Judge bounces
Gorecki’s fate -
back to Kane

Matfer heads to special
board meeting Monday

By Danief Duggan

STAFF WRITER,

. GENEVA — A Kane County
judge chose Friday not to take a
stand on the issue of how to fill the
office of state’s attorney, setting the
stage for an explosive meeting of
the Kane County Board on Monday.
In the ongoing saga dealing with
the suspension of Kane County
State’s Attorney Meg Gorecki's law
license, 16th Circuit Court J udge
Michael Colwell's ruling had been
expected to shed some light on the
unprecedented situation. '
. Instead, he declared the issue js
not a controversy ripe for judicial
resolution.” ’
The County Board now must
decide the fate of Goreckd's term —
whether her removal from office will

® Kane Board members hald mixed
@ Turn to GORECHI, A2.  opinions on Moriday's meeting,

GORECKI _
Frompage Al

be temporary or permanent. .

"We'llgo forward with the méet-’

ing and make surc there is no un-
tertainty with the situation,”
County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy said after Colwell's ruling.

_The Mlinois Supreme Court sus-
pended Gorecki's license over eth-
ical misconduct charges stem-
ming from a bribery scheme later
found to be bogus’ The suspen-
sion effectively bars Gorecld from
acting as state's attorney for four

_months, startihg Sunday.

Earlier this week, 16th Circuit
Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio
named Katherine Moran as “spe-
cial state's attorney” to serve dur-

{ing the four-month suspension of

Gorecki’s license, - L

DiMarzio's action followed the
iead set by [llinois Attorney Gener-
al-Lisa Madigan, who issued an
opinion indicating Gorecki still
can hold her office but that a spe-
cial state’s attorney should be ap-
pointed in the interim by the cit-
cuit court. -

Contrary to Madigaa's opinion, -

some Kane County Board mem-

bers believe there will be a “vacan-.

cy” in Gorecki’s office. If the board

declares the office vacant, Gorecki .

would not be permitted to return
to the position aftet the four-
month suspension.

Gorecki filed a lawsuit against

- McCoy and the County Board, ask-

ing the court to stop them from de-

claring’a vacancy. Friday, howev-

er, Colwell sitnply said the County
Board should follow the law.

“The circuit court has no right to
presume that the County Board
wil not follow the applicable Iaw as
it relates to the existence of a va-
cancy in the office of Kane County
state's attorney,” the judge said.

McCoy said the matter now is in
the hands of the 26 County Board
members. :

At the 8 am. Monday meeting, _

the board first will decide whether
there is a vacancy in the state's at-
torney’s office. If the board votes

yes, then a candidate for the post
would have to be nominated, and
the board would vote on that per-
som. .

McCoy has said he is happy

with DiMarzio’s appointment of
Moran and supports her, but he
stressed it is a decision to be made
by the County Board. )

One of Gorecki's top deputies,
however, said he planned to wara
board members they wauld be
“acting withaut legal authority”
should they choose to declare the
office vacant. : )

“I dom’t even see a question,”
said Michael Coghlan, deputy
chief of the state’s attorney’s of-
fice. “She’s coming back."”

Gorecki, wha was ia court on’

Friday prosecuting a case, walked
away from reporters who asked
for comment, saying she had to
meet with a murder victim’s fami-

Iy. She did not make herself avail-_

ablé for comment following her
meeting. .

© It was unclear when, or if,
Gorecki would move from her of-
fice.

"Her office looks full to me.
She’s not clearing out. She's not
leaving,” Coghlan said. “She’s the
state's attorney."

Staff writer Mike Cetera con-
tributed fo this report.




FROM STAFF REPOATS

ComEd, which raised a furor last
year when it announced plans to
string up 16 miles of heavy-duty
power lines along Randall Road from
South Elgin to North Aurora, now
says the project no longer may be
necessary. : o

According to ComEd, an updated
study found that its proposed Randall
Road transmission line no longer is
the least-expensive way to serve fu-
ture electrical needs.

ComEd spokeswoman Meg
Amato said Saturday the utility found
it could take advantage of automation
to use existing low-voltage power
lines to provide reliable, expanded
electrical service to the area. Some of
those existing lines, she said, might
have to be extended or have branch-
es installed. '

. “These are the low-voltage lines
running on wooden poles familiar to
most people,” she said, pointing out
that the new plan would deliver elec-

trical service in a way that creates Jit-
- tle change to the visual landscape.
The utility’s original proposal was
. to string a 138,000volt power line on
80- to 120-foot-tall steel poles along
the Randall Road commercial corri-
dor to feed a growing demand for
-electricity there. .

The utility’s plan sparked a furor
among residents along the corridor.
They feared the project would de-

& [04 Baaconna
ComEd eases tower plan

S

crease their property values and pose
health risks for those living near the
high-voltage lines. :

The proposal was considered so
controversial that residents formed
an activist group, People United for
Responsible Energy, and Lt Gov. Pat
Quinn entered the discussion.

Last summer, ComEd agreed to
stall its plan, asking the Hlinois Com-
merce Commission to stay its propos-
al while an alternative was sought. A

- task force was formed — made up of

representatives of PURE, ComEd,
the Kane County Board, the villages
of South Elgin and North Aurora, and
the cities of Batavia, Geneva and St.
Charles. o -

“We've been meeting since May. . .
. Right now, we're in a mode to share
information, and we've been working
very closely with the task force,”
Amato said. At the same time, she
said, the utility was seeking ways to
improve its efficiency.

One of those ways, the utility
found, was finding new uses for its au-
tomation capabilities. That helped
spark the latest option.

“ComEd thinks this better serves
the community,” Amato said, adding
the utility is continuing to work with
the task force.

The next step could be a request to
the ICC to review the low-voltage
power line option, although she
stressed there has heen no decision
on the plan yet. o

LNCy
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The Beacon News
l A Hollinger

International publication

‘Office
101 S. River St., Aurora, IL 80506

. Lobby hours: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.

Newspaper delivery
Joe Weber, circulation manager
Custonter service phones

* (B30) 844-5800 or (B0O) 244-5844

Custorer seryice e-mail

_customerservice@scnl.com.
* Gustomer service hours

-5:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.. weekdays
'7-11 a.m, weekends
~5:30-10 a.m. holidays .

-Home delivery times
"6:30 a.m. weekdays and holidays
.7 a.m. Saturdays. 8 a.m. Sundays.

] you do not receive your paper by

* our delivery deadline, please call

-, customer service before 10 a.m.

weekdays {or 11 a.m. weekands)
' and we wnl delwer your paper by

“opoon. _
"Subseription rates

Home delivery: $3.25 weekly. $2.25
Fnday-Sunday $1.50 Sunday (plus
lintermittent haliday issues)

Mail subscnptions. $4 weekly.

- Newsstand prices: 50 cents daily,

'$1 50 Sunday.

Advertlsmg

-Display advertising

Robert Wall, manager

Call (630) 844-5858 from 8 am. to 5

p.m. weekdays.

Classified advertising:

Call (630) 844-5811 from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays,

On-line advertising:

Brent Albrecht, manager

Call (815) 439-4377 from 8:30 a.m. to

. 5 p.m. weekdays

Obituaries
-Calf {630) 844-5837 betwaen 8 a.m.

and.8 p.m. weekdays or 4-8 p.m.
weekands and holidays

Newsroom

AJim King, managing editor
Newsroom: number: (630) 844-5900
Newsroom fax (630) 844-1043

Send e-mail to staff members at:

-first initial last name & sen1.com

Endicoit at (830)

Example: jrussell @scnt.com

News question or complaimt? Call Jim
King (630) 844-5881

To suggest a story or photo: Call City
Edrtor John Russell (630) 844-5902

Yo submit a press release: Call commu-
nities editor Jolene Kremer or Dixie -
B44-5§80

Local news editors: John Russell (630)
844-5902; Denise Crosby (630) 844-
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MUSEUM

From Page A1

plication for the variance has been
winding its way through county gov-
ermment.

Mollie Millen, who heads the Zon-
ing Department, said the County
Board will vote on the special variance
request at its Feb, 10 meeting. The
variance is needed because the muse-
um is located in a mostly residential
neighborhood:

The museurn board continued with
its renovation and made plans to re-
open even though the County Board
has not agreed to the variance re-
quest. But the County Board has his-
torically deferred to the decisions of its

- committees, Millen said.

“They're doing (the opening plans)
at their own risk, but they can be rela-
tively comfortable in thinking that it

will be approved by the County Board
“since it has already been approved by
the Zoning Board and Development -

Committee,” Millen said.
Since Smlth who was not available

for commient, began transforming his

property with his artwork in 1936,
there have been nuisance ordinance

‘complaints from neighbors about the

materials he kept in the back yard.

Smith moved to New Orleans in
2002 and has established a similar mu-
seum there, but he still owns the mu-
seum and Jand in Aurora.

A Vietnam veteran, Smith created
hundreds of pieces symbolizing the
struggles of black people. It includes
exhibits depicting the earliest African-
American history — blacks being
rounded up in their homeland,
chained and brought to the Umted
States as slaves. .

“Fach piece tells a specific story of
the African-American experience,”
Smith said in 2 1998 interview, “It's
cne man's love for God, his culture
and his people.”

The private Kohler Foundation of
Wisconsin, which is specifically inter-
ested.in the work of selftaught artists
such as Smith, had purchased many of
Smith's works in 2001 and distributed

them to museums around the coumtry

for display. The Smithsonian Institu-
tion plans to display 16 pieces this

| year.

Jessie Bates, a private consultant
who helped implement the plan to re-
furbish the museum and informs
Smith of progress on a regular basis,

said Smith’s willingness to answer
concernts about zoning, safety and nui-
sance issues was a big step toward
making the place less obscure to lo-
cals,

Bates was doing consulting work in

. Rocldord about six years ago when a

friend of Smith's told her about the
museum. Another consultant, Lisa
Stone, did a study to gauge what
Stnith would have to do for the muse-
um to thrive,

The Heritage Preservation Founda-
tion in Washington, D.C., gave the mu-
seum a grant to fund some of the
preservation work on the property.
Private donations also have been
made.

“J told him that, instead of fighting,
he should just do the things they are
asking him to do,” Bates said. “So we
got a (notfor-profit status), got incor-
porated, and the last step was to do the
preservation. The zoning took a little
bit longer than we would have liked,
but now, it's done.”

Tentative plans are for an open
house at the musewm from 10 am. to
5 p.m. on Feb. 28, with a ceremony

‘sometirne during the afterncon. -

Eventually, Bates will try to per-
suade the board to hire a local curator
to help care for the pieces and run
tours.

Almost all of the renovation and
preservation work is finished, which
will enable staff to get pieces out of
storage and bring them back to the
museum in the next few weeks.

Fellows marvels at the fact that
many of Smith's works are going all

-over the country for display.

“When the Smithsonian wants to
display your stuff, that’s when you
know you're the man, Fellows said
with alaugh.

The national and international at-

tention the museum has garnered

over the years makes whathe saysisa
lack of local recognition all the more
sh

Fellows feels the museumn can aid
Aurora in generating more tourism
revenue and giving black children a
sense of where they come from and
improved selfesteemn.

“To this day, I don't think it's been
received by Aurora,” Fellows said.
“We want Aurora to respect the muse-
um, and for the children to benefit
from it. Going through the legalization
of everything, the zoning and things,
makes it legitimate,

“The fight is over, and now, we're
looking for respectability.”
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3" - Gorecki would forfeit her ay-
Ha ne Cou nty Gorecki checkwhilesusponded. Ai
Continued from page 1 - Even though the state re- |,
ronlc e - imburses Kane County for :
Larry Wechter of Geneva, - about $118,000 of Gorecki’s |- 4
Gorecki’s attorney, declined Salary, the issue is enough to | Afgl
to comiment "after Friday’s Convince some board mem- | .0
S : hearing. Gorecld, too, main- - Ders to vote Gorecki perma- | pro,
The Kane Gounty Chronicleis | tained her silence on the mat-  nenty out of office. : -tod;
published Sunday through Saturday ter as she has since she was -~ She gets to take a four; | .
. USPS No. 386190 - prosecuted for misconduct by - month vacation and- collect | .1
Postmastar: Send address a state disciplinary panel. her salary, so nothing hap- | Jan.
changes to: - Gorecki..spent most of Dens,” said Paul Greviskes, D- Talil
. Kane County Chrenicle Friday in meetings and had Awora, who said he considers
1000 Randali Road - not cleared out her small of- - Gorecki’s office vacant effec- | ——
Geneva, I 60134 fice in the west wing of the “tive Sunday. “She can beon a :
Periodicals postage paid in Geneva, Kane County Judicial Center = beach 30“1‘313’15“3e 51pp1ng Pi
- IL60134 _ in St. Charles, Assistant Kane - Mmargaritas.” :
All'rights reserved. Copyright 2003 County .State’s Attorney Stll, a canvas of the Con
Kane County Chronicle. Michael Coghlan said. county board Friday indi- | .
Published since 1881 Coghlan, the deputy chief ~cated a stalemate, although | -
SUBSCRIFTION RATES of the criminal division, said . $everal members remained | Assi
3me.  6mo.  Year Gorecki has divided among undecided on their vote. | goin
KeneCourty  $35.0 $5850 $104 her assistants a list of casesto  McCoy would break any tie, | whe
OQutofcouty $45.00 $8450  $156 prosecute, meetings to attend _ but did not indicate his deci- o
{Local rates tndudeWayne and WestChrcagu) and programs to oversee in  SION. : {1 Men
" her absence - Of '14 bDaId members pan\
OuR Devery Pouicy “It was a pretty long list,”  availablefor comment, five en- i
Our policy is to deliver your paper by Coghlan said. “! assume that dorsed declaring Gorecki’s of- o8
5:30 a.m. Monday through Friday represented part of her work- fice vacant, five opposed and | tion
gnd by 6:30 a.m. Saturday and load.” ~ four said they are undecided. | twurn
> ;?gﬁ. le gglr\;e?sproplenés oc:tz:, ; Colwell's order did notad- Many cited Madjg_an’s 15-page "
MSTOMEr SEVICE CEPAMMMENt | gress part of the lawsuit ques-  0pinion that maintains that | hes:
before 10:30 a.m. and we will deliver UOnlﬂg -Madjga.n's opinion Gorecki's Suspension is tempo- | latin
your newspaper before hoon. ‘| that also called on Kane. rary. 2
Customer service: (630) 2329239 - County judges to appoint a “Based onwhatI've seen, I call
‘ n L : special state’s attorney while tend to lean toward the attor- | was:s
Nmﬁ:*%ﬁg;ﬁ;;?g%%m Gorecki is = suspended. ne;_rgenera]sand chiefjudge’s E
- Sound 0”;(630) 2329738 Gorecld Sought to name her - meion.r" said Daniel walterr out
Main mmmber: (630) 2329255 ‘| ownsubstitute. R-South Elgin. “As I see-it, | wate
News tip fre - . Et355 |- On Tuesday, Chief Judge thereisn'tavacancy. of de
Business news Ext 355 Phlllp L. DiMarzio directed “I'd like her to come back, - I
E-mail: Busmss@uccmnum con - Katherine Moran, chief of the I know she wants to,” said | lems
Features - : Ext. 355 civil division, to serve until .Barbara Wojnicki, - R-St. cies,
E-mail: UFESTYLES@HCCHRONICLE.COM Gorecki can return Jjune 1. - Charles. “Tthink she's done an C
Deatil's.s. family atbum B4.355 " | Moran is among the highest - exemplary job.” ter i
gm;;ﬁ;ggg:ﬁ;sccmonmmm Ext. 355 ranking assistants who re- At least 14 board mem- | thos
E—t’;lail: EDTORIALEKCCHRONICLE COM T sides in Kane County. bers must be present for a ; A
Neighbors items Ext 355 Moran, who declined to  vote to be taken. ‘ ng
E-mail: NEGHBORSEHCCHRONICLE. COM comment Friday, also has On Nov. 20, the state -
Night news desk Ext. 355 been tapped by McCoy to Supreme Court suspended . ho_us
Sports desk . Ext.355 complete Gorecki's term. Gorecki for violating the said
- E-mail: SPORTS@HCCHRONILE,COM However, M¢Coy is unsure . Illinois Rules of Professional Valle
Newsroom fax: {630) 232-4952 | Moran would accept the job Conduct for suggesting in - , S
‘ as a permanent replace- 1998 that a friend could ob- plun
Sales: (630) gggmzzzmgxt 228 ment. ' tainacountyjobbymakinga | selv;
Classified: (800) 287.9420 . But McCoy said Moran, contribution to McCoy's cam- !
E-mail: CLasSrEpe@ie who earns about $70,000 a paign fund. . heat:
“Mall: CLASSFEDSKCCHRONCLE: COM year, stands to gain a sizable Gorecki has acknowl- | setd
Eax (630} 2324976 pay increase while she serves edged that she made’ the |- fTust
E:fazll'g’t'ces (630} 2329255 as a special state’s attorney  statements in three telephone woul
C _ and even mote if she accepts  calls, tapes of which surfaced ‘3
Visit our Wek TE\‘I‘VNH ¢ | the board’s nomination if just- before the 2000 | Test
ISI O'l(" eb site. We're at Goreckiisreplaced. ©= °  Republican primary. An in- I
waw.kcchronicle.com . Moran would réceive the vestigation cleared McCoy of | €014
. monthly slice of Gorecki’s - any irivolvement and Gorecki |
To sche dsu'l)m::; .fl;,zlr""nsm e $129,807 annual salary during  of criminal wrongdoing.
Chroficle, organizations should call her tepure, said McCoy, adding Contributing Tom Schiueter,
that it is unknown whether - Dan Chanzit
{630) 232-9255, Ext. 307.




- i ComEd offers
| alternative to

|power
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~ STC officials not convinced
-autom_ati_on system is the answer

- ByPAULROCK
- Kane County_Chmnicle

ComEd-  representatives
believe they have a solution to
.| the controversy over the high-

. voltage transmission lines
proposed along Randall Road.

St. Charles officials are not

S0 sure. .
Representatives from- the
utility met Friday in Batavia
with representatives from the
Tri-Cities to consider a recent
study that shows ComEd
could withdraw its petition to
the Interstate  Commerce
Comunission - réquesting to
build 138-kilovolt power lines
along Randall Road between

+ South Eigin and Batavia,

. ComEd and-local officials .
say the lines are needed to .

- meet the requirements of a
} rapidly growing population in
central Kane County. -

‘ The ICC petition has been

" on hold for several months

while ComiEd and the cities

- discuss alternatives to placing
the lines on Randall Road.

Instead of the Randall -

Road lines, ComEd would im-
" plement an automation Sys-
tem it says would reduce the
strain on the power grid but
would not require additional
‘high:voltage lines. -
+ Under the automation

. system, the ufjlity would be
- able to electronically monitor

its power lines and implement
idle. transformer
for backup power,

The automation systemn
would not require ICC ap-
proval, CemEd spokeswoman
Meg Amato said.

“By using autornation we -
will enhance the reliability of -

the system,” Amato said. “Thig
would provide the same relia-
bility of -the Randall Road
transmission lines.”

The new proposal would
Tequire fewer infrastructure -
improvements ‘and would
cost “several million™ dollars
less than the Randajl Road
Proposal, Amato said. _

ComEd vice . president
George Lofton said that while
the automation technolo
has existed since 20006, it had
not been used as an applica-
ton for substations. The util-
ity has been studying better
alternatives ‘to the Randall _
Road proposal since May.

Lofton said the automa-
tion system “takes advantage
of new technology and a new
oOperational approach. - We
.think that's good news for the
residents of these communi-
ties.” :

See POWER, page 2

substations
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- El Electmmvatch | 5 SUE NORRIS
g szensforSueNonis, s FU N DRAISER
o Republican candidate for Kane :
':5 gﬁ’ﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁmﬁnﬂa ¥ . 'Republican Candidate for
. fund-raiser on Feb. 10 at Aurora : E - Kane County Circuit Clerk
-, Turner’s, 1335 Mitchell Road in o o :

i . Aurora. The event, featuring
- raffles and a cash bar, will be T
. . held from 5 to 8 p.m. Tickets are :
- .. 815 at the door. Visit the Web. . :
P site www.votedsuenorris.org or |, i
. .- call (630) 742-1271.

Wednesday, Feb 4th
'5:30-8:30 pm
- at |
.hmmys Charhouse

2290 Point Bivd. « Elgin
e (Located just off Randall Rd. North of 1-90)

nunﬂugunuuSBBBBQNNnn

Appetizers and Cash Bar.
~ Suggested Donation is $50.00
~ Tickets are available at the door.

. For additional information visit her web site:
 www.vote4suenorris.org
Or call 630.742.1271

Sponsored by Citizens for Sue Norris.
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|Rival

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer -~

- - The leading candidates for
| Kane County state’s attorney
won't be setting fund-raising
records, but they are pulling
| apart from most of the county-
‘wide political field with cash
campaign accounts toping
$20,000. o

Barsanti of St: Charles outdid
everyone in comnpetitive races by
bringing in $24,973 between July
1 and Dec. 31, 2003, according to
the ldtest.campaign finance
records.. = ..

| tons,” Barsanti said.“We've got
;1100 people working for us
: | through volunteer committees.
- | People are really motivated and

-working hard.”

| Barsanti’s chief rival for the
prosecutor job, Tim O'Neil, of St.
Charles, isn't far behind in the
fund-raising race having brought
in $21,875, finance records say.

since October, when he entered
therace. - - . Do .

“Tthink 1did pretty well for get-
ting in it at Halloween,” O’Neil

level of stippart Thave”

The race’s other two candi-
dates lag far behind in the money
race, records show.

_Joe Rago of Geneva brought in

$7,884 since uly 1. . ,
“Michael Leuer of Geneva did
not have a campaign finance
report because his organization
"did not reach the $3,000 bench-

State's attorney hoﬁefu] John

“We've gotten very good dona-

| O'Neil says all of that came in

said. “1 think that indicates the -

43304 Py fercid
candidates

thave raised most
 campaign money

mark that reqﬁires acandidate to -
file papers. His campaign man-

‘ager said Leter hit that mark this

month, after:the filing period
ended, v .

At the top of the race, Barsant
is coliecting thousands from col-
leagues with high profiles in
Kane County's criminal court-
rooms. Money has come in'from
supporters such as well-known
defense attorneys Van Richards
and Glen Sowa as well as Patrick
Kinnally, who was hired by the
county beard chairman to
research the future of incurnbent
state’s attorney Meg Goreckd.

Gorecki is now serving her
four-month Illinois.Supreme
court ordered law license sus-
pension for ethics violations and
is not seeking re-election. -

O’Neil, too, has a list of promi-
nent lawyers on his campaign
contribution list, many of themn
civil anomeys like David McCar-
dle, who represented a developer
that tried to locate a garbage
transfer station in Cary.

O'Neil also picked up $500 and
an endorsement from Kane
County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy. McCoy transfeired the
money from his campaign fund.

The ornly fund-raising rival to
top state’s attomey candidates is
Arney Silvestri, who is seeking the .
District 14 county board seat. .~

Primarily on the backs of real
estate developers, Silvestri has
brought-in $20,178, more than
any candidate in any other race
in the county with the exception
of state’s attorney and county
board chairman,
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Goreckl wﬂl ha

By William Presecky

Tnbune staff reporter

Even with her law license

'| suspended for four months,

Kane County State’s Atty Meg
Gorecki can return to her of-
fice June 1 and work until Nov.
30, the end of her term, the
County Board concluded Mon-
day.

The board voted 14-10 not to
declare Gorecki’s elective post
vacant as a result of a four-
month, court-ordered suspen-

A A /a7 e

b’

sion that took effect Sunday.
She has said she w1]1 not seek
re-election.

Barring any unforeseen 1iti-
gation, - attorneys familiar

with Gorecki’s unprecedented

circumstances  said  the
board’s vote ends an unrelent-
ing political and legal contro-
versy thathas dogged Kane for
nearly four years. :

“It's settled now. This is the
final decision by the County
Board,” said Patrick Kinnally,

“of Aurocra, a special assistant

7771)”/%

attorney fox_' the county who
argued successfully in Circuit

. Court last week that it was the

board’s prerogative to decide
whether a vacancy existed.

Goreckiwas unavaﬂable for
comment,

But her chief deputy,
chael Coghlan, said the vote
ensures that Gorecki will
“never not be the state’s attor-
ney” during the next. 10
months.

“I don’t see any further 11ti-
gatmn " he said.

ve job upon return

One of GorecI-u 5 cmef assis-

tants was sworn in Sunday to.

act with the full powers and
authority of the office until

Gorecki’s suspension is con-

cluded.
Special State’s Attty M.

- Katherine Moran, 51, of Gene- -

va, will be paid on a prorata

basis for four monthsbasedon

Gorecki’s anhual salary of
about $130,000. Moran had
been chief of the office’s civil

PLEASE SEE GORECK], PAGE 4

GORECKI:
Assistant
supervising
office now

CONTIMUED FROM PAGE 1

division since Gorecki hired
her in January 2001

Gorecki notified the county’s
payroll department last week
thatshedid not wanttobe paida
salary while suspended.

Hadhe been required to casta

| tie-breaking vote whether to de-

clare a vacancy, County Board
Chairman- Mike McCoy {R-Au-
rora) said he would have opted
to maintain the status quo. Pre-
viously, McCoy had indicated he
favored declaring a vacancy
-“Iwould have voted 'no vacan-
cy' {exists],” said McCoy, who
decided to call aspecial meeting
to force a resolution of the dis-
pate and to ensure that the in-
tegrity of the state’s attorney’s
office was maintained without

interruption. McCoy said un-,

certainty surrounding Goreck-
i's ability to remain state's at-
torney while her license was
suspended had diminished from
the time he scheduled the spe-
cial board meeting.

A subsequent legal opinion by

-| Mlinois Atty Gen. Lisa Madigan

and related court orders by
Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio on
Jan. 27, and Judge Michael Col-
well on Friday, convinced him

that the board had taken thecor- -

rect action, he said. .

After Madigan’s opinion, Di-
Marzio ordered Moran’s inter-
im appeintment as special
state’s attorney.

Then Colwell dismissed alaw-
suit by Gorecki in which she
sought to pre-empt the County
Board from considering the
matter.

McCoy said he saw in Col-
well’s order a hint to note a Now.
20 state Sipreme Court opinion
that ordéred “the suspension
and not the revocation of {Go-
recki’s] license.”

Coghlan said Gorecki was not
in the office Monday. She did not
tell him what her plans would be
until she returns to practice, he
said.

While divid-
ed on the issue
of vacancy,
none of the
County Board

spoke Monday
was critical of
Gorecki’s man-
agement of the
. office. Nearly

all said their
constituents were tired of the
controversy and implored
board members to end it.

The state Supreme Court or-
dered Gorecki's suspension be-
cause of an incident of unethical
conduct in 1998, before she ran
for office, when she suggested
falsely to a friend that Mc¢Coy
could be bribed in exchange for

Gorecki

_acounty job.

McCoy was cleared of any
wrongdoing.

members who"
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Break out the broom

Bill
Page

On July 1, St. Charles School District -
303 welcomes its new superintendent,
Barbara Erwin. Dr. Erwin comes here after
stints as superintendent in Arizona, Texas
-and Indiana. Her reputation is that of a
. no-nonsense administrator who turns

around troubled organizations, much like -

a corporate “fixer” in the business world.
There's not much doubt that that particu-

" lar skill is going to be put to the test as
soon as she walks in the door.

~ ‘District 303, despite the booster-ish

* hype, is a district in trouble. Long plagued
by aleadership vacuum, the district does
not enjoy the support of the majority of -

" parents and taxpayers. The manner in

* which the mold crisis was handled has left

scars that will not heal soon, and arecent -

decision to have courses without text-
books alienated many parents. S
: This distrust is further exacetbated by
© the way the administration and the school
' board deal with any challenge to their au-
* thority, no matter how trivial or serious.
. To say they do not handle controversy
. well would be a gross understatement. As

' many a parent has discovered, neither the

' board nor the administration want to hear
- from those who do not totally agree with
. thepartyline. -
: For Dr. Erwin to succeed, she must
- reach out to the rather large group of par-
. ents, staff and taxpayers who feel that their
- concerns have not been heard. A perfect
. place for her to start would be to do away
- with one incredibly rude policy in effect at
- board meetings. This is the policy where
. no one on the board or in the administra-
ion responds to any “civilian” who ad-
* .dresses the board at their meeting. '
. This is a slap in the face to parents and
- residents who want a response after they
- Have spent hours at a board meeting just
" for a chance to face the board and pub-
.7 licly air concerns. Eliminate this policy
. and Dr. Frwin immediately will win many
. friends in the community. - - _
: Dr. Erwin alsois known as a leader un-
afraid to clean house, and if there ever
" was a house that needed a bit of tidying

up, 303 is it. With her hiring, Dr. Erwin has
been given the go-ahead to start swinging
the broom. Here's hoping she makesita
clean sweep. .
x ¥ ¥ .
Someone please tell me why Joe Rago

and Mike Leuer still are in the race for the
Republican nomination for state’s attor-
ney? Neither has run anything close to a
recognizable campaign, garnered any im-

. portant endorsements or raised enough

money to make any kind of impact.

. I don’t doubt that both truly believe
they are the right guy for the job, but fel-
las, it takes votes to win this job. Votes you'
ain't got. Time to turn out the lights and
call it a day. C ‘

* ¥k

Someone mentioned to me today that
“the Gorecki matter is finally settled.”

Oh, really? Rather than feel any sense
of relief, I just know there's another shoe .
waiting to drop somewhere.

Hey, it's been that way for four years, |
why should things change now? '

R
The Great Batavia Dam Debate also is
lurching toward its own nonconclusion,
with votes scheduled by some group to
decide something that I thought some
other group had decided before. Or did
they not decide to do it? I'm confused, as
I'm sure most of the residents of Batavia
are about the whole issue.

1 have heaid very intelligent argu-
ments from both sides in the debate —
and some real wacky theories, as well.
One thing is for sure: If the dam goes, itis
highly unlikely that the consequences will
be as dire as what some would have us be-
lieve. On the other hand, removal will cre-
ate a noticeable change in the riverbank
appearance from what exists now, so the
decision is not easy.

Good luck to those stuck making the
call; you're about to tick off S0 percent of
the people no matter what you do.

8 Bill Page can be reached at
wpage@mediawerks.org, or (630) 584-
0809. ' ‘
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Why it’s critical to

vaccinate your pet

BY RoOB OLMSTEAD .
Derily Herald StafT Writer

As if you didr't have enough -
to worry about with mad cow,
avian influenza, West Nile and
Now, there's raccoon rables. -

It began on the East Coast

and soon spread to Ohlo and

Tennessee.

Don't panic. It's not in the
Chicago area, yet, and if it does
arrive here, there’s a vaccine
prepared and ready to go —.it
has been for years — as well as
successful post-infection treat-
ment methods. ]

.- But you'd better do some-
thing that an overwhelming
proportion of Chicago-area pet
owners haven't done — get
your pet vaccinated.

Health experts here estimate
that only 25 percent to 30 per-
cent ' of dogs have been
vaccinated for rabies.

That level is well below the

- minimum recommeénded inoc-

ulation rate of roughly 55 .

percent, said Charles Rup-
precht, chief of the rabies unit
at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and:Prevention in Atlanta.

“I think that’s a leve! to be
concerned about in any urban,
suburban population of dogs,”

- Rupprechtsaid. -

Dan Parmer, Cook County's
Animal & Rabies Control
administrator, would like to
change the rate, but that geis
tricky to do.

“In order to reach that target,
you cannot leave it up to a pop-
ulation wvoluntarily,” said
Parmer, who has embarked on
a campaign to get Cook cities
and su%u.rbs to start enforcing
rabies vaccinations through
municipal licensing — with
fines and court appearances if
Necess A

But most towns are hesitant
to take on any new responsibil-
ities in an era of tight budgets
and reduced staffing.

Convincing the municipali-
ties to get tough “has to be
handled in a very diplomatic,
nice way,” said Parmer, who
thinks he's got the answer;
math.

. If towns required vaccina-
tions as a precursor-to a pet
license, and then went out
searching for and fining owners

of unlicensed pets, you'd see -

vaccination rates increase

Humherufvaoclnes
coumy _."mumalm. :
Cook. " ~° 550,000 ' -
lake - 0 -80000.
P DiPage - 250000 - ...
Kane, ¢ T -8BO00 <y .
McHenry ~ - 32808 . -

¥ Source: Anime controt departments

-while the fines would pay for

the enforcement, he says,

- Parmer notes “it has to be
profitable” or at least a break-
even proposition”  for
miunicipalities to pressure
scofftaws.

“My desire is to get the citles’

.. to enforce licensure,” he
said. “In most suburbs, it's
hope you come in énd buy
one.’

. It was that way in Wheeling
until tast year, said'Christine
Brady, the city’s licensing clerk.

Then, the village -began
cross-checking with the

county’s rabies vaccination list’

and sending notices to pet
owners who hadn't registered
do'gs with the city.

We more than doubled, I

would say almost tripled (the L

number of $5 licenses sold),”
Brady said.

That’s fine, said Parmer, but
it doesn't help find dogs that
aren't already vaccinated.

Fo do that, you have to go out
looking:

-Currently, Wheeling doésn't
do that, said Michael Mond-
schain, the city's director of
finance.

“I know that some communi-
ties in the past have done dog
and cat censuses,” said Mond-
schain, “(But) untii there's
some direction from our village
board to do that, T don't think
it's goingto be done.”

Arlington Heights thinks it
does a pretty good job now of
enforcing vaccinations, but
said it would be willing to hear
Parmerout. .

"We would always look at
something that would improve
the safety in this community,”
said Commander Richard
Niedrich of the police depart-
ment, which runs the city's
animal control efforts.

- The CDC's Rupprecht said

vaccination through raccoon-

vl A uem

CHR[STOPHER HANKINS/DAILY HERALD
Elgin veterinarlan Ronald Bone gives a rables shot to Penny, a
terrier mlx, with the assistance of Sandy Hoambrecker.

What you should lmow about rahies

"« Rahles almost always Is transmmad through amma1 hites, Slgns of |
-rabid animals inclute excess safiva, foaming at the mouth and paralysis
Odd behavior — a wild animal mafraid of humans or'a nomally
outgoing dog that suddenly gots shy — Is anather possible sign.

. »Dnee symptoms ogeur in humans, theré is no.cure: But if the virus can

" be stopped befare symptoms begin, it almost always can be eliminated.” -

“olf you arg bt by an animal you suspect may have rabies, wash the bite
with soap and water and see your doctor |mmediately '
» The physiclan fikely: would give you'a'shot of rabiss anhbodles meart
to kick-start the body's immune system. it would be followsd by a serles
of fiva vaccine injections overthe nextmonth, -

' Forty-two pecple died of rables in the United States betwaen 1980 and

. Somw\‘:emmm

bait programs have stopped
the spread of raccoon rables in
Ohio, and they may even be
ablé to push thé disease back
into Pe

But Parmer goes by the adage
of “better safe than sorry."

“We would be negligent if it
does get here and we do not
have the public prepared far
it,” Parmer said.

" The raccoon rabies issue .
aside, Rupprecht said Parmer is

absolutely right to increase the
vaccination rate.

“Of course, the primary
objective here is to prevent
humsan exposure, Rupprecht
said,

“Domestlc animal vaccina-

ton Is a tried-and-tmie methed

— for more than 50 years.”

He added that raceoon rabies
isn't the only danger. Bats and
skunks carry the rabies virus,
and Iilingis routinely finds wild
animals with rabies,

With low vaccination rates,

“you. just set yourself up for
having, potentially, a dog ra.blEE
outbreak,” he said.

2000, and 13 of those mm:racted ﬂle dlsease ln other countries,

If raccoon rabies does get
here and vaccination rates
aren't any higher than they are
now, things could get ugly,
Parmer saxc?

“Then you'd have a calamity

- and you're out here trying to

vaccinate a million animals. .
It'd be the biggest Excedrin
headache you ever saw, and
there’s no need for that.”

—




] “poutad Jurg pau
241 U3 STULI0J AMMSO[SIP S[Y [ pue
- PloysaIyy Y] 19U A[JUII3L Jana]
ples ‘wiyez vof ‘Jadeuew usmedires
STH "Wo] amsojasTp witedures & a[g
0} paImbat SUORELOP JO [3A9] HO0ES
3Y) 3350 10U PIP ‘3081 AU} Iajua
0} mea][qnday s 2y ‘Jana]
. '2JES At SSOJ0T SaY iim dnoad
JATIBATBSUOD B 'Y1omIDdN s1aied
xe], Auey paseq-a[[iasiajuadies

S WY 0TS Ses Uoyeuep saBe|
ST "ASUOLT UMD SYI IO O0Z PS 114
puny udredured siy 3o yno puads oy
Sd0Ur PRY 1N (0Z'eS Pastel 0dry
- TIPN,O PUE
Yuesreq wely ssof ur UISTLIq Jaha|
[3eyarjy pue oBey ydasof sjuap
1S9 BAQUSG) 114 ‘S)EPIPUED IN0J
3y uaajaq ded v s[eaan) 52INSop
-sTp udredures Jo punos Is3pu] Y,
‘pajedonue 3 Aouow

Jo sjunowe mﬁ n_._mEmEE 3,us1
8Y pres Jnq suogngLnued U o0 noTs
10 1208 ® 195 AT[RUWIATI0 [I9N,0
"SATEY) 15 JO OUISSSIag [SRiSTN
1008 (05T Ue UIF[Y JO HSMOUSOG
AP WO 00'ES 2104 suonng
-Luos 1538k s novsey Suouny
‘000'6T$ SIBNLO
©) paiedwod pury uo 9p5'sTs
i iy Buiaea] ‘o0) ‘fauour jsotn
9y juads sey o 'spoda1 0] Burpaod

.

-OB ‘SUDgeUop udedweD I 000'sz2S
BUIMBIP — AFUCUL JSOW HIY PISEL
QUIPISAI SIIBYD) IS B ‘NUBSIEY
~A[N[ 20WS ((Q'ZZS 0] PAJUMIOLIE SEY
Voo BuISTed-puny [e10) SIE ST
#AB] EJTE JWUOS O] ASUOLU |[aM 5B
's1aauSuy Sunerad() Jo tonin) jeuan
“BLIUY ) WO UOTEUOP O)0'GS B
U1 Y00 JUPISaT BADUID) B ‘[I3N,()
“PrES ADTIW] , TUIWECTAUD ]}
109102 0) £aUT0}IE §93B]S JO 32TJ0

- Aouione s,aje)s 10} piq sji9N,0

9t 9sn 0) 2uBpard wy aoue)s sty ayy
I PUB ‘3 BI0] WY UMOUY 4],
TRN.O SmsIopia ST ALPUOTA]
PIES oum "A07)apy LA UEWIEYD
preog Aumo)) auEY Wol (08§ St
SUOINGINT0 SJIBN,( Suowny
"31E]S AN 1M
Pa{y sjuatmaop Joueny udredwed
01 FuIp10dve ‘spsmu [esniod pue
SUQUBUOP UOTUN 93Ie[ Ul Jy3nolq
sey [1eN.Q Ayjowly ‘Fuisied

oddns fo

SV VOIVPEL ho-0 &

pUNJ T 53jRPIPUED A3WIONE S I7EIS

Atunon) suey] wedrqnday jo yoed
91]] Spea] UesIEg Uyof afiysm

HALHM 44715

uefdng [ejueq Ag

?.53_.33& (%
SP8) YUDSIDG

PN



oA-3-0Y M Heyald

Goreckl WI|| be back

County board ends 2
years of battle, votes to
let her return June 1

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Hernld Staff Writer

Meg Gorecki should be back in
her office June 1 ready to fill out her
tertn as state’s attorney, complete
with the endorsement of the Kane
County Board,

Effectively ending two years of '

uncertainty that have surrounded
the office, the board Monday voted
14 to 10 to allow Gorecki to return to
the ]ob after her Illingis Supreme
Court-ordered four-
month law license
suspension.

“1 think Meg has
‘Wl taken enough pun-
| ishment,”  said
board member Bar-
bara Wojnicki, a St.
Charles Republican,
who voiced her
support for Gorecki
but was absent at the final vote, “I
feel this has been a witch hunt from
day one. She has every right to come
back.”

That right has been in dispute
since before the state high court
issued its ruling in November sus-
pending Goreckd’s license for ethics
violations.

The punishment stems from three
phone messages Gorecki left on a
friend’s answering machine in 1998
suggesting county jobs could be
bought in exchange for campalgn

Meq Gorecki

How 'I:hey voted “Not Vacant (Vote results in Goreck: retaining office)

Kudlicki, debated for less than an hour b

her office after her suspension,
donations. )

News of the messages surfaced
just weeks before the 2000 GOP pri-
mary which Gorecki went on to win.

No evidence of such a bribery
scheme ever. was uncovered, and no
criminal charges were filed. |

Still, the scandal has clouded
Gorcclus entire term, which ends

after her suspension

v
Nov. 30.

Soon after she took office in
December 2000, the state commis-
sion that oversees attorney licensing
brought a discipline case against
Gorecki, a complaint that led to the
suspension.

When the hlgh court ordered
GOI‘ECk]S suspension to start Feb, 1,

= Mary Richards, R-Aurora

JEFF KNOX/DAILY HERALD

Kane County Board members, including Caryl Van Overmelren left, Reb McConnaughay, John Hoscheit and Bob
efore voting to allow Kane County State’s Attorney Meg Gorecki to retain

questions remained as to-whether
she could remain in office.

In the week leading up to her sus-
pension, opposing opinions on.
Gorecki’s return were put to the test
inside and outside the courtroom.

With that in mind, on Jan. 23,

See RETURN on PAGE 9

. Vacant (Vote against Goreck retaining office)

Here's how the county P e Penelope Cameran, R-Aurgra  » Karen McCunnaL'rghay. « Deborah Allan, R-Elgin * Gerald Jones, D-Aurora
board votes broke down, | *Jan Carlson, R-Elbum R-5t. Charles « Dorathy Sanchez, D-Aurgra  Lee Barrett, « Rudy Nauberger, D-Avrora
R . i »Jack Cook, R-Elgin * flob McConnaughay, » Jackie Tredup, R-Elgin : R-East Dundee » Margaret Scalfaro,
Absemt . o a { '« John Hoschelt R-St Charles R-Qene\fa » Caryl Van Overmeiren, : » Paul Greviskes, D-Aurora_ R-Carpentersville
3arb Wojnickd, R-St. Charles i« Bob Kudlicki, R-Hampshire  — Jim Mitchell, R-North Aurora g st Chardes » Ken Griffin, D-Aurora " Don Wolfe, R-Elgin

Joug Weigand, R-Batavia

* Jaha Noverini,
R-Camentersville

* Dan Walter, R-South Flgin

* Cathy Hurlbut, R-Elgin

* Bill Wyait, R-Aurora




., Return: Chairman wants to change. law -

Continard? ﬁmmge 1
cnunty board Chatrman Mike

MeCoy called for a special meet-
ing of the county board to -

decide if Gorecki should be
replaced.

The sarme day, the statc attor-
ney gcnem] issued an opinion

dyln Gotecki could return and

vising the county board had
no authority in the matter

The fo!]amn week, Gorecki
sued to sto e board {rom
meeting an. asked a judge to
endorse the attamey general's
opinion Neither happened. -~

In the midst o?it all, the
county’s chief judge appointeda
tcmporary spetial state's attor-
ncy {o fill in the 1ol during the
Gorecki on

That led everyone to Monday
wondering if the county board
wuuld welcome back Goreeld or
block her return.

Some voted a certain way for

" legal reasons.
“The: (statc) constitutlon says

in order-to be state’s attorney,

you have to have a law license,
said board member Paul Gre-
viskes, an Aurora Democrat,
wha voted against Gorecki 's
return, "I don't think we can
duck the issue”

Others went the other way for
different legal reasans.

‘With special state's attarne:
Katherine Moran inoffice un

hane 1, John Noverini said the -

debatcm aver.

“The state’s avtorney, Kather-
ine Moran, has a law license,”
the Carpentersville chublican
who voted for Goreckl sald.

“Where's the yvacancy? There is
no vacancy.”
' nge around the Blioani table
todk a more personal approach
" in taking Goreckd's side.

"Most people arc totally tived
of what they have been readin
and hearing,” "said hnarg
mriember Jackie Tredup, an Elgin
Republican. “I think Meg has
paid her'dues on this. It showuld-
o't have ever got to this point.”

Lee Barmett, an Bast Dundee
Republican, sald he voted to
-oust Gorecki so she could fight
it in the courts end let them
decide,

A nurnber of board members
called up on the state legislature
to take a good look at this.

McCoy said he would be_

taking the issue back 1o state
Attorney Genceral Lisa Madj,
and asking her help In getting
state laws changed to address a
sltuation like Goredd's.

Bver since setting the meetin es
date, McCoy says he just want

' sqlvote— yes orna.

He was pleased with the owt-
come and [ts ﬁna.l.lty

“Td say it's over,” McCoys:ud
“Which is a good thin,

Gorecki released a statement

through her private attorneys
pralsing the county board and
its action.
" “Ms, Gorecki trusts that the
aciion of the board brings clo-
sure to this question,” Goreckd’s
atlorney Larry Wechter said.
"My dlient looks forward to her
return tg all the dutigs of her
office on June 1, 2004,

In legal texrms, the lawyers
around the boardreom Monday
seem 1o agree the board deci-
sion should erase any further
disputes.

The county board had the'

right to make this determina-

tion,” said Pat Kinnally, an’

Aurora attorney hired to
research the Goreckd issue for
the county board. “The systcm
works. This is over,”

' Reactlon

History of Gorecki’s troubles

The cass agamst Kane County State’s Attomey Meg Gureckl
slem fmm a!legatlons dunng the 2000 mmpalgn

‘2000
mmzmmMMMWMamwmu.
Kane County SheritTs Deputy Jare Marision, make a cempalgn contrbution to
Kare County Board Chakrman Mike McCoy to secura Mortson's then boyirend a
county job. Mordson turres gver the tape from 1998, which Included the taped
messaes trom Gorack, o sheriff's otficlals, ARegations becom pubic tyee
waeks before tho Republican primary In whith Gorecid was chalienging then
State’s Altomey David Axestann. Goreckd said sMe offsred helpin getiing
mmtmmmuammmmmsﬂmammmmmm
scheme.

March 3 Goreck] tuma the facus of te allegations on how tha mormation waz
iealked to roporters. mmda&sarmmdumesHWMmh

* answering maching tape may not even be herg,

Man:hz‘l Gu'eduMnsthoHmeﬂnam

200
Mg.?&mmfanarumalnanBmMcCuyrehma hu:mipioﬂhe :
answering machine tapes, -

Sept. 1: Gorecki hoids 2 press conference and admits to mmmmm
Kana Cgunty Judpe Grant Wegner approves hirng & special proseo.tor Ake:
mmmwmmrmmmmmmmmm
tdeciined 1o ivesti

Sm&mwwmtsbmnwb afnrmerwlatecmnweamfmmr
prasecutor inWimnebago County, es spectat prosacutor,

uuz&mmmmumwmmammﬁmmww

+ Miorrision of wrongrolng nd stating Lhat them bs ng? encugh eviderice T purse ™ -

trimina) charges against Goreckd. Daoyke sugyests she face n eisciptinary meviaw
and forwards tho repoet 1o the inets Altormey Fleg'stration and Distiplinary
Commission.

Nov. 7: Goreckl wins the general election, deteating Dermocrat Bubstafren witha
vote of 67,587 o 55,212 i

Feuaniu inols Attomey Registration and DImp!mryCamIssbnﬁleaa
mmmmmmofmmmmmmbmmm
compkat.

May 1: Mmdemﬁmsmommmmmmammha

- Oisciknary hearing,

Now. 30: ARDL hearing buar hiears e case. Duing the proceeding, atiomeys for
the ARDC recommend a one-year suspencion of Gorackd's taw Hoense whila
Boreckl's atiomeys recormend a censins.

Aprit 26: The hearing board tssues a report recommending te llEngis Supreme
Cownt suspend Goreekd's faw Rcensa for six months, The report 2iso included o
Cissenting opinion from one of the heasing board mombers whe recomsmended
censuring Gorecd. i

Seqt. 12: Review brard for the commission hears aruments I Goreckd's case. As
‘betore the kearing board, AADC attormeys 2gain amua for 8 re-yezr rpension
mmsmlmwmmummmmam

m:«mmmImmammmmmmmmmmm
Court suspend Gorecki's tav licestse for hwo monts.

Fet. 18: ARDC attorneys; ask the Rinois Supreme Court to review Its argument for
8 one-year suspestsion of Goreckl's Law license.

March 5 Gorecid's attorneys file documants with the Inols Sugreme Court -
wggmﬁma!wo—mwﬂwmpuslm retfier thana censue — would be kair
punishmant.

May 22 Hinola Suprems Gourt justices order edditional arpuments in Gorecd s
Case.

Aug. mwummmmwmmmsmcmmw -

arguments on Sept. 17

Agg. Rmmmdnwl]rmmkmwmtnammmmassm‘s
atomey. ~

. mt17.m&ummmmmmmmmmam

mmmmmﬁaadﬁwmmmdeammnndmm
will be endered.

uw.zmunmls&mmnmmwmmmmmm
practice of law for four months. The effaclive date remalns unclear.

Dee. 1: Gomddmﬂbrummmdalamemmuﬂme 2004 her
hshhyhuffbﬂ.

2004

mt&m&uememnmmmbmumlmadelaywmm .

suspansion lo begin Feb. 1.

Jan. 23: Speclal Kane County Bodrd mesting cafled to addvess the State's attomey
position. Indspendently, Minoks attomey qeneral lsues opitn saying the
suspension does not create a “vacancy™ in the office and that only the courts can
name an intarim special state’s attomey durng & suspension,

Jan, 26 Goreckd fliss sult sesking to Hock the specia! county board meaiing.

Jan. 27: Court names Kathering Moran interim Kane Courtty state's attorney.

Jan. 2 hudge deniss Ganedkd's request 1o block the special county board
meeting. .

Feh. 2: Kane County Board votes 14-10 thal Gorecd's uuperﬁmmmim-e
avacany in the oice, liewing her o ratum to office Juna 1, N

Source: News reports, Dafly Herald archives

—
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“lhe county board had the - Saurce: News reports, Daily Herald archives
right to make this determina- -

tion,” said Pat Kinnally, an"
Aurora attorney. hired to e -
research the Gorecki issue for |

- the county board. “The system - |. _ ‘.
works. This is over.” S :

Reaction

- “T'd sayit’s over. Which is a
-~ good thing”
.. Mike McCoy; board chairman,

above -

. "Most people are totally tired
of what tﬁey have been read-
ing and hearing. I think Meg
‘has paid her dues on this. It
shouldn’t have ever got to this
| ' point”l
ckie Tredup, an Elgin Republican
My client looks forward to
er return to all the duties of
er office on June 1, 2004.” _
arry Wechter, .(;Oredd’s' att.orney.' | -
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. E-mail: sPoRTS@XCCHRONCLE. CoM

oy bl the WOER

Sports desk
Newsmom'fax: (630} 2324962
ADVERTISING

Sales: (630 2329222, Ext 228
Classified: (800) 287.9420

- E-mail: CLASSPEDS@KCCHRANLE.coM

Fax: (630) 2324976

. Legal notices: (630) 2329255,
Ext.219 -

» INTERNET
Visit our Web site. We're at
www.kcchronicle.com

SPEAKERS AND TOURS

- To schedule a speaker from the
Chronicle, organizations should call °

(630) 232-9255, Ext. 307.
Available speakers include editors
and managers. .

Tours of our plant at 1000 Randal!
Road in Geneva may be arranged-by
calling (630) 2329255, Ext. 307.
Groups must have fewer than 20

CXL 322

' Ext. 355

D

people and tour hours are 8 a.m. to o

5 p.m. Tuesday throu_gh Thursday.

.. LOTTERIES
ILLinois LoTTERY
Mon. Pick 3 Miopay: 4-7.4
Mon. Pick 3 Evening: 0-9-1
Mon. Prck 4 Miopay: 4867
Mon. Pick 4 Evenme; 4-6-7-6

Mon. Limie Lorro: 1-0809-13-23
Lorro Jackeor: $2 million

, MEGA Miouons
EsT. JackpoT: 585 rillion

INDIANA LOT'I'ERY ‘
Mon. Daity 3 Miopay; 464 .
Mon. Dawy 3 Evening: 2.2.8

- Mon. Daiy 4 Miwoay: 1-8.7.9

Mon. Dary 4 EvennG: 7-9-1-9
Mon. Lucky 5 Miopay: 2.9-22-27.28
Mon. Lucky 5 Evenine: 2-4-13-20-26

. EsT. Jackeor $1 million

POWERBALL

. EsT. sackpor: $85 million

WISCONSIN LOTTERY
[wcm. Eth 3:846

...... S,

He said that ‘to legally
prove someone is “disabled” in
probate court requires the rul-
ingofajudge.

To declare Gorecki dis-
abled, “It seems to me we
would have to adjudicate this,”

= e e e caaa

suspension  should be
viewed the same as the sus-
pension of someone’s dri-
ver's license, ] ’
‘I think this is just a
lawyer's opportunity to prove
the things lawyers like to

sS4 M TLLLIGLL LYY AALCLIDG, LEIEHS]
ing there is no vacancy in thi
office.

“I don't see a vacancy.
don't see alegal disability. She!
the state’s attorney. It's not ou
job to punish Meg Gorecki,
Noverini said. :

‘Gorecki

Continued from page 1

' As the first resolution was
defeated; the second becam
moot.- :

“I'm happy with what the
board did,” McCoy said.
Hesaid had he been called

- o cast a tiebreaking vote, it
would have been against the
vacancy. _ .

“I didn't call this meeting

because of any legal advice. I

- called it because it was the
" right thing to do,” he said. -

_ After McCoy announced

the meeting, Gorecki sued

{ . himand the county board,

eCiting  INinois Attorney
:General Lisa Madigan's
nonbinding opinion that a
four-month suspension did
not constitute a “legal dis-
ability,” which granted her
~ the right to return to her
--job once the suspension
.‘ended.. -
- The IMinois constitution
. Tequires a states attorney
to hold a valid law license.
But the constitution does
not- address what would
happen if a sitting state's

pended.

McCoy said he would
ask state legislators to in-
clude language in the
statutes to prevent the legal
wranglings  that  have
plagued Gorecki and the
county for .so long from
happening elsewhere.

He said he agrees with

attorney’s license is sus-

Madigan’s opinion, that the
threshold for “legal disability”

 kicks in at six months should

bein the law,

Assistant States Attorney -

Michael . Coghlan  said
Gorecki will not accept her

‘salary while her law license is

suspended.- She is paid
$129,807 annually, and the
state  reimburses Kahe
County for about'$118,000 of
Gorecki’s salary. :
Coghlan said - 30 cases
originally assigned to Gorecki

have been reassigned to other

prosecutors.

Although she will not be -

paid, McCoy said the county
board might vote to extend
benefits to Gorecki through
her suspension; S

The move would' not be:
unprecedented. McCoy said
the county board éxtends
benefits to employees who are-
on a maternity leave.

Also, the 'county paid

Lorraine Sava’s salary and:
‘benefits during a 19-month

period in which Sava at-
tempted to recover from an
aneurysm when she was un-
able perform her duties as
county clerk. .
Sava suffered  the
aneurysm at her office in June
1999 and continued as clerk

until she resigned Feb: 1, 2001. -

Deputy clerk Bemadine

Murphy fulfilled Sava’s duties.

during her absernice.
Coghlan said that while
he had not researched the

law surrounding the succes-

sion in the county clerk’s of-

i
Pas\%

‘said.

fice, he said the county
‘board has the same author-
ity to declare a vacancy in
that office,

. Last week, Chief Judge
Philip DiMarzio appointed
Moran to serve as a special

-state’s attorney until Gorecki

returns, -
Considering  Madigan's

- opinion, Monday's county

board vote and DiMarzio’s
appointment of Moran,
county officials believe the

‘legal questions have 'been

answered. ,
"“The legal issues have
‘been  decided,” Coghlan

However, the possibility
-does exist for a private citizen
to challenge the county

. board's vote, Coghlan said.

“A’citizen can bring any
legal issue ‘they want”
‘Coghlan said. “Legally, it ap-
pears they would not have a
leg to stand on.”

On Nov. 20, 2003, the state -
Supreme Court suspended
Gorecki for violating the
Wlinois Rules of Professional
Conduct for suggesting in
1998 that a friend could ob-
fain a county job by making a
contribution to McCoy’s cam-
paign fund. L

Gorecki has acknowl-
edged that she made the
statements in three telephone
calls, tapes of which surfaced
just ~before the 2000
Republican primary. An inves-
tigation cleared McCoy of any
involvement and Gorecki of
criminal wrongdoing,
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County board members
explain Goreck1 decisions

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA—When a special
county board meeting was
called for 8 a.m. Monday, some
people wondered if enough

.board members would show
up.

As it turned out, 24 mem-
bers voted, 14 of whom said
no vacancy existed in the
state’s attorney’s office. That

cleared the way for Meg

Gorecki to return to her office
when the four-month sus-
-pension of her law license
-ends June 1.

- The djscussmn preceding
the vote was at times emo-
tional but for. the most part
measured. © |

_ Although on Fnday many
board members appeared to

be undecided how they.would

vote, by Monday morning it

- was clear they came with their

- minds made up.

. Paul Greviskes, D-Aumra
an attorney in private practice,
said he always believed that

-the suspension created a va-

- cancy because it left- Gorecki
with a “legal disability.”

As an. example, he said
children under 18 years old
cannot sign contracts because
of alegal disability.

" “I think that (the suspen-
sion) creates a vacancy in that
position,” Greviskes said.

.. John Hoscheit, R-St. Charles,
also an attommey, disagreed.”

"He said that to legally

. prove someone is “disabled"” in
probate court requires the rul-
ing of a judge.

To declare GOIECkl dis-
abled, "It seems to-me we
-would have to adjudicate this,”

Resolution to declare a vacancy

Votlng no

= Penelope Cameron R-Aurora.
 Jan Carlson, R Elburn

* Jack Cook, R Elgin

e John Hoschelt R-St. Charles .
» Robert Kudhckf R-Hampshire
e Karen McConnaughay. R-St.

-Charles

» Robert McConnaughay, R
Geneva . . .

* James Mitchell, R—North
Aurora. -

= John Noverlnl R-
Carpentersville

* Mary Richards, R-Airora

» Dorothy Sanchez D-Aurora
= Jackie Tredup, R Elgln

-+ Caryl VanOvermelren R-St

* Dan Walfer, R-South éfgin .

" Voting yes

» Deborah Allan, RA Elgm

* | ee Barrett, R-East Dundee
« Paul Grevrskes D-Aurora

* Kenneth Griffin, D-Aurora

* Catherine Hurlbut R-Elgin

* Gerald Jones, D-Aurora

*» Rudy Neuberger, D-Aurora -

. .*» Margaret Scalfaro, R-

Carpentersvilie
» Donald Wolfe, R-Eigin
. Wltllam Wyatt R- Aurora

Absent
= Douglas Weigand, R-Batawal

~« Barbara Wajnicki, R-St

Charles - Charles
Hoscheit said. prove. 1 think Meg should be
Lee - Barreft, R-East able to come back in June,”

Dundeée, said he wanted the
board to declare a vacancy not

“for political reasons; but for

¢larification of the statutes.
Sett:mg aside political rhetoric,’
we'e not clear on what a va-
cancyis."

Catherine Hurlbut, " R-
Elgin; said the county board
should declare a vacancy to

protect itself fiom the poten- - _ '
- Carpentersville, said Kather- -

tial of lawsuits and overtuwrned
convictions.
“I err on the side of bemg

-conservative,” Hurtbut said.

Caryl VanOvermeiren, R-
St. Charles, said Gorecki's
suspension ~ should be
viewed the same as the sus-
pension of someone’s dn-
ver's license,

“I think this isg ]ust a
lawyer's opportunity to prove

‘the thmgs lawyers like to

VanQvermeiren said..

Gerald Jones, D-Aurora, .
said elected officials are held
to ahigherstandard. .~ .

: “It's a sad day to be here as
elected officials,” Jones said.
“In certain aspects, she has -
 failed. Would any of our con-

‘stituents receive this kind of | |

opportunity?”

John  Noverini, .- R-
ine. Moran, appointed by
Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio

.. to serve as a special state’s at- |

torney-on Gorecki's absence,
has a valid law license, mean-
ing there is no' vacancy in the -
office. .

“l don't see a vacancy. I
don'tsee alegal disability. She's .
the state’s attorney. It's not our _
job to punish Meg Goreckt g
Novemn sa1d . .
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| Campaign finance reports
| -were due Monday

. ' ByHEATH HIXSON
. . _Kane Com}_!y Chronicle

Kane County state’s attorney candidates .
John Barsanti and Tim O'Neil are winning -
the fund-raising race, but Barsanti is the top

{ T eyt
Ry Reports

about$2_BD._BaISami gnded the
Semiannual Sharing wealth
Campaign finance

-reports filed within | ° Politicians show
the last week show where they are.
that Barsanti and | getling money.
O'Neil each has o

raised atleast three |- = Page 2A
times that of their

; hout
rtin Cled with 2
Costinued from page 1 0 fn hand and no debt

Rago I e 000
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'Neil Seyller spent about $2,300.

. Oied his reportMondas. Shehadﬁogﬁ?géi'gggr
closest opponent, Joseph Rago. Q‘?‘e“"““‘;’;o‘ili‘.’.f‘emm cas'rz:;t enger Sue Nm—&s"'
Barsanti, O'Neil,- Rago and Michael P“bhc"‘:kg_‘ S feCoy could 10t who opposes Seyller ﬂ:;lseg
Leuer seek the Republican nomination for g:‘i;ghgd{o: comment.  GOP nominatioh,
- state’s attorney in the March 16 primary.

Leuer's report was unavailable.

The winner likely will face Democrat Renee
Robinson in the November general election.

The reports were due. Monday. They
cover campaign donations and spending

between July 1 and Dec. 31,2003, .
: While the records show comparable
fund-raising, Barsanti outspent O’'Neil by
nearly four times during the six-month pe-
riod. Barsanti outspent Rago by nearly three
times during that same period. -

“I do not think it (signifies anything) other
than Thave been working on this over a year,”
Barsanti said. “Thave had plans in place.”

Barsanti raised nearly $25,000." Rago
raised more than $7,000, but much of that

was in personal loans of at least $3,700 to his
© campaign.

ig also
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) . £ September Dﬁmucni;l R;g:ct:ir;nMoore in | ..'-A
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See REPORTS, page 2




in the office of

state’s attorney

l In four months: Suspended

official will be back in June
‘ ;I'TDanieI Duggan
.S'TA.FF WRITER -~

" GENEVA— Nearly four years after it was dis-
closed that Kane County State’s Attorney Meg
Gorecki was involved in an ethical gaffe, the

* final word in her disciplinary acttons came down

Monday.
The Kane County Board voted 14-10 against
declaring her office “vacant,” meaning Gorecki

- will be replaced temporarily and will return after
. June 1 following a four-month suspension of her

law license.
“This .whote thing is over as far as I'm con-
cerned,” said Patrick Kinnally, the attormey ap-
. pointed to assist the Coun-

‘ va“ey ty anrﬁ in the Gorecki
! matter.

‘ Monday’s split vote by
h&?ﬂdl’mes the board ended a chain of
BRI S H ﬁ';led with l%g}f]

twists and turns as public
Aurora officials debated how to
Biood evidence proceed through a situa-

leads opening  tion that had never oc-
. of murder trial.  Gurred in Mlinois history —

an incumbent state's attor-

~ OurTowns, A3 i:ey being stripped mof her

Batavia * law license by the Illinois
Supreme Court.

Bicyclist rides It leaves Katherine

to work each Moran in the position of

—atNIU, state’s attorney for the next
.fi.ay atN four months as Gorecki's’

Deytresk, BY 4o norary replacement.

Gorecki admitted that,

" in 1998, she left two messages on a friend’s an-

swering machine stating that the way to get a

. County transportation job for a friend was by mak-

ing campaign denations to County Board Chair-
man Mike McCoy.

. The scheme was later found to be bogus and
. McCoy was eleared of any wrongdoing; but the

state Supreme Court — acting on a complaint
filed by the Dlinois Attorney Registration and Dis-
ciplinary Commission — deemed it was still a vio-

. lation of the ethics code binding tawyers and or-

dered Gorecki's law license suspended for four

. r@pnms. The suspension began on Sunday.

Vacant or not?

.. Sommie membess of the County Board believed

suspension meant Gorecki's office could be de-
clared “vacant” and the board could appolnt 2 suc-
cessor for the duration of her termn, which ends on
Nov. 30. ’

% Turn to GORECHI, A2

L 3-0t Beacon /7€edS

County Board says
Gorecki can return

‘No vacancy’

) STEVE ROSENBERG / STAFF PHOTOGRAFHER
Mike McCoy (above), president of the Hano County Board, Fistens as board members debate the Meg Gorecki issue during a
spetial session Mondzay momning. The board voted 14-10 to allow Gerecki (top photn] to return to her job as county state’s at-
tomey after a four-month snspension of her law feense.
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4#  The Beacon News tries to be accu-
rate and fair in every story it pub-
© . _lishes. When a misiake occurs, we
. " want to fix it. To report ervors,

!} call the managing editor at

1 844-5881.

! In & story Monday about the

Chi Town Tear Dowa Pit

Crew Competition, a student’s

name was spelled incorrectly.

The correct name is Zach

Bamwell.
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i %! Obituaties / Page A6
" Latta, John B. “lotn Boy,’ 24,
: Sheridan
i _Leden, Brian P., 40, North Aurora
| - Miilter, Capt. Adam E., 29, .
' Midlothian
- Nicholson, Rita M., 85, Aurora
Mowodzelski, Marion Louize, 96,
formerly Aurora
. Villaton, Pedro, 67, Aurcra
. Winn, Defbert Jacob, 77,
Sandwich
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Assistant State’s Attomey Michael Coghlan answers questions from re-
porters after Monday moming's meeting of the Kane County Board. Cogh-
Ian argued that the hoard was getting bad legal advice and did not have the
authority to declare a vacancy in the state’s attomey’s office.

GORECKI

From page Al

That was in contrast to the advice
of Tinois Attorney General Lisa Madi-
gan, who on Jan. 23 issued an opinion
stating a special state's attorncy
should he appointed only during
Gorecki’s suspension. The opinion
stated that Gorecki could resume her
duties after the suspension.

Following Madigan's Jead, 16th Cir-
cuit Chief Judge Philip DiiMarzio ap-
pointed Moran to fill in during Gorec-
ki's suspension. Moran has been the
chief of the civil division of the state’s
attorney’s office under Goreckd.

Gorecki behieved she should be- .

abtle to make the appointment of her
temporary replacement and had
sought a court order to stop the Kane
County Board frotn voting.

Last week, 16th Circuit Court
TJudge Michael Colwell declined to
stop the hoard from meeting and de-
clined to rule on the matter of whether
there would be a vacancy when the
suspension began, :
Explaining their votes

The four lawyers serving on the
County Board were split on the issuc
of whether the office showld be de-
dared vacant; Paul Greviskes, D-Auro-
ra, and Cathy Hurlbut, R-Elgin, said
there was a vacancy; Jehn Noverini, R-

e, and John Hoscheit, R-
St. Charles, said therc was not.

Greviskes said it comes down to a
part of the law staling there is a vacan-
¢y if the state’s attorney is under a

“legal disability." While he said there  sues.
© “Ms. Gorecki trusts that the action

is such a disability in Gorecki not hav-
ing a law license for four months,
Noverini disagreed.

“The term legal disability doesn’t
speak to having or not having a law li-
cense,” Noverini szid.

Through the debate, board mem-
bers gave a wide variety of reasons for
their votes, from suggestions made by
residents to their own sense of the
complicated legal issue.

“Pm not a lawyer, and § think you
can look at this thing either way,” said
Gerald Jones, D-Aurora, "but I think
it’s a vacancy.”

Dorothy Sanchez, D-Aurora, said
the issue is about choosing public offi-
cials.

“The voters knew what they were
doing” when they elected Goreckito a
four-year term in 2000, she said."She
should be alfowed to come hack™

Some board members said they

wished the matter would have been
settled by the courts, while others said
the state Legislature should have
made the laws clearer. :

“Tm sorry we're dealing with this,
butt here it is in our laps.” said Debo-
rah Allan, R-Elgin.

McCoy said he plans to seek the
help of Madigan's office in having the
law clarified m the event that the situa-
tion occurs scmewhere clse

McCoy, who called Monday’s spe-
cial meeting, had been silent about his
own feelings on the issuc before the
vote, saying he didn't want to “sway
any of the board members.” The
chairman may vote only in the event
of atie.

T would've voted for no vacancy,”
he said Monday.

Questioning legal advice

Michael Coghlan, deputy chief of
Gorecki’s civil division, who has been
in charge of following the matter with-
in the state's attorney’s office, said the
board made the right choice.

He said that, after reading all the
laws and statutes, there is no way

_ the board should have declared a

vacancy.

“I¢s c}ear the board was getting bad
legal advice,” Coghlan said. “T don't
think the board had the legal authori-
ty to declare a vacancy.”

-Kinnally, who has been adwising
the board, dismissed Coghlan’s com-
ments,

*That's his opinion,” he said. “God

- bless him, let's move on”

One of Goreckd’s private attomeys,

"Larry Wechter, said the board “re-

spo_nded agp:qp:jatel_y" to the legal is-

of the board brings closure to this
question,” he said in a prepared state-
ment. "My client looks forward to her
return to all the duties of her office on
June 1, 20047 .

The proceedings are not entircly
over, however.

Under the county’s policy for elect-
ed officials, Goreckd has the right to
decide whether she is paid during her .
suspension. McCoy said she has de-
clined to be paid.

However, if she is to continue re-
ceiving health benefits from the
county during her suspension, she
will need the board's permission,
McCoy said. Thatissue will be debat-
ed by the board's Executive Comunit-
tee on Feb. 11.

McCoy said the decision is up to
the board but added he does not have
a problem with her receiving benefits.




Records Silvestri raised more than Davoust|

GOP nominee lzkely
- ':wlll face Elame Stern .
' for Dzstrzct 1 4 seat

A By HEATH HIXSON
&Kane County Chronicle

. GENEVA — Armney Sllvestn raised
‘more than three imes the amount
that his oppohent )
Davoust did in the last six
" months of 2003, campaign fi-
nance records show.

The records also reveal that
deestn, 35, spent more money
than Davoust, 45, raised during
that same period.

The two St. Chailes Republicans

prunary elecnon is March 16.

McConnaughay chose to forgb re--

election and instead is running for
county board chairman.
Davoust brushed aside the fund-rais-

ing nummbers, saying that he continues to -

raise money and would continue to cam-
paign for the nomination.

“I feel good about the campaign,” he
said. “I feel very good with the campaign.
that we are runining at this point. (L have)
no worry-of having t back out because of

lack of funds.”

* Campaign  finance records
show that Silvestri has taken a

commanding lead in fund-rais-

ing. : ‘
; Silvestri raised more than
$20,000 in contributions and
- loahs from July 1 to Sept. 31. He
personally loaned his campaign
-more than $4,500.

Silvestri did not return phone calls

seek the Republican nomination for the seeking comment.

Kane County Board District 14 seat being

Davoust raised about $6,500 dunng'

GOP campaign money

- Candidate Raised Spent -
. Mark Davoust .....56,500 . o 85,500
* Arney Silvestri ..... $20,000, '.......58,000

his wife, Melody, loaned his campalgn
$3,000 during that time. :

St. Charles Democrat Elaine Stern
did not file a report by Monday after-
noon, which is required of candidates -
wh raised or spent more than $3,000.

‘The records show that Silvestri spent
more than $8,000, much of which'went to
pay for campa1gn matenals such .as
pnntmg

Davoust spent nearly $5,500, with at
least half that being spent on a campaign
consultant.

District 14 intludés precincts in west-,

_ern St. Charles and Geneva. Randall Road
‘runs through the district.

"The District 14 Republican nominee

'hkely will face Stern in the November

vacated by Karen McConnaughay. The the six- -ronth penod Records showthatr

§\

NS
N
N

general elect10n

Former Maple Park top cop

ByDAN CHANZIT
Kane County Chronicle

MAPLE PARK —A former
acting village police chief says he
might sue the village for slander-
ing him before picking someone
else to take over the department.

Former acting Maple Park
Police Chief Lenny Stover ac-
cused Trustee Teny Borg on
Tuesday of making comments
during a selection meeting last
year that cast him in a bad light.

' Borg's remarks “are not with-
out consequences,” Stover told
village board members. -

* Stover demanded an apology

and threatened to sue if he did-

notreceive one. .

Borg declined .to apologlze
and asked for more time to re-
view minutes{rom meetings.

“It was never my intent to-
Borg told
Stover. “Butl can't be expected to -

ruin your career,”

do that (review meeting minutes)
before the end of this meeting.” -
If Stover sues the village, it will

_ not be the only lawsuit against

MaplePark And, itwill not be the

only defamation = accusation
Stover has lodged against a vil-
lage.

Stover filed a lawsuit against
Elburn in 2003, accusing the vil-
lage of Elburn and Elbum Police
Chief James Linane of defamna-
tion. Amotion to dismiss the case
was filed last month, and the next
hearing will be on March 15.

In April 2003, former sergeant
John Mittvick filed a federal suit
alleging he was impropetly fired
after pursuing an mvestlgauon
into village funds.

Village officials adml_tted
making an improper fund trans-
fer in Qctaber 2002 that was cor-

_rected in January 2003. An [llinois

State Police investigation deter-

- mined there was no wrongdoing.

No trial date has been set,

and village attorney Bob Britz

said the village seeks to have the
case dismissed.

Maple Park officials said they
believe that Stover's motivation
for suing the village is because he
was not named police chief.

In March 2003, the village
named ‘former Kane County

seeks apology from village

Deputy Coroner Chester Mortis
the villa, ges new police chief. He
replace

Morris' appointment came

after a political battle for the job. ,
. Morris and Stover each received

three -votes from the village
board. -

. Maple Park P:es1dent Mark
Delaney cast the tie-breaking

vote. Stover immediately re- -

signed from the department..

. Stover complained Mortis
was not qualified to take over the
department. When appointed,

Stover, who had been .
- acting chief for about six weeks,

Morris had police qualifications .

but had never served as a chief,
Britz said state law gave

‘Morris sixmonths to undergo the

necessary training, which he did.
That included a 40-hour re-
fresher course in Elmbhurst.
Delaney said he does not
know why Stover wants to sue
Maple Park. Delaney said he be-

lieves Stover never got over not.

being named top cop.

“He didn't want to accept it,” '

Delaney said. “T say go on with
yourlife”
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Village to adorn
Rte. 31 with Lincoln -
‘Highway

Signs will be
placed on every
3rd gr 4th pole
. By ERIC SCHELKOPF
~ Kane Courity Chronicle _
NORTH AURORA — North
Aurora officials continue to

- look at ways to spruce up
Route 31. - ' '

The Route 31 Committee

wants to, purchase Lincoln
- . Highway banners to put along
* the corridor. The banners will
- be hung from ComEd poles.

' Economic  Development
Director Ken Lopez this week
asked village
trustees  for [-
permission
to purchase
the banners.

Lopez
said the vil-
lage would"
have to as-
sume’ liabil-
ity for the
banners.

" “ComEd’s
official policy is that they do
notallow such banners on their
poles. On the other hand, it was
mentioned that ComEd does
not have the time or resources
topolice them,” Lopez said.

.His plans are to purchase 25
banners. The banners will be

Berman

spread across the. corrideér, -

fourth ComEd pole. =~
The cost of the hanners is

being placed on every third or

not known. The money would

come out of the tax-increment-
financing district established
along the corridor. .
Trustees gave Lopez per-
mission to buy the banners,
“These will be good. I think
we should assume the liability,”
trustee Dale Berman said.

banners

Lincoln Highway
* North Aurora adopted Lincaln

- Highway as the route’s theme,

which was established in 1913
as the first transcontinental

highway from San Francisco to
- New York City. C

‘The banners probably wﬂl )

bein place by spring; Lopez said.

The Route 31 Comrnittee
has adopted Lincoln Highway
asthe theme for the corridor. In
1913; the Lincoln Highway was
started as the first transconti-
nental highway, stretching from
San Francisco to New York City.
. In North Aurora, the Lincoin
Highway ran along Route 31,
alsoknown as Lincolnway. Signs
along Route 31 designate the
corridor as part of the historic

Lincoln Highway.

-A'TIF district allows the
amount of tax revenie a taxing

district receives from the area °
to be frozen at current levels. A

TIF district can be in place for
up to 23 years, -
The proposed TIF district

< wotld be in place for 10 years.'

Lopez said $80,000 is available.
Evanston-based Teska
Associates has worked with

the Route 31 Committee to .

develop design guidelines for
the corridor. The plan en-
courages businesses to use

split-rail fences to fit in with -

the Lincoln Highway theme,

.The plan also recommends

that business signs = be

grouped to minimize visual

clutter along the'corridor.”.
The village also is providing

an incentive for business own- . _
ers along Route 31 to clean up -

their buildings. .
.'Business or property own-

ers can apply to the village for

matching funds up to 25 per-

cent of the project’s cost. The-

village’s contribution is capped
at $20,000.per location.

‘Board delays

METROPOLITAN -
DIGEST 3

| SCHOOLDISTRICT U-46 N5

<
)

boundary vote
A irote tb change attendance zones in
one of the state’s largest school districts

has been delayed two weeks to give Unit
District 46's Board of Education more

. time to study the changes, a district offi-

cial said. -
“There are tons of questions and con- |
cerns,” said Larry Ascough, spokesman .

* for the Elgin-area district. “The vote has

been'moved te March 15 to give school
board members more time to consider
the impact.” ) :

Ascough said changes in attendance
zones for 2004-05 are part af an overall
plan to open thrée new clementary
schools and a middle school, as well as
close two elementary schools. ‘

Inthe end, the district will have 40 ele-
mentary schools, eight mic}dle schools
and four high schools, with another
‘high school to open in time for the 2005-
06 school year. Boundaries would be re-
drawn so more children could attend a
school in their neighborhoods, he said. _

“What you have now are students
passing two to three schools before they
get to the place where they go to school, :
Ascough said. “Over the years, with so
many changes, the attendance zones
have become a patchwork.”




WO dlarge

WARNING: There is nothmgm th.lS
columnmn about Janet Jackson, Justin
Timberlake, the Super Bowl, CBS, MTV
or the FCC,

Next week, Batawa aldermen will be l

discussing and we hope rnalcmg
decisions about twa large pieces of
concrete in the Fox River.

Both will have long-lasting effects '
on the Batavia landscape and
comumunity life.

The replacement of the Wilson
Street bridge and the repair,
replacement or removal of the north
" dam are what local pohucal leadeérs call
“100-year decisions.” :

At 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 10, the city
council Community Development
Committee will decide on the structural
design of the new bridge. Interestingly,
there has been little comment from the
public on this issue.

To bé sure, plenty of people showed”
up at an open house last year to look at
bridge designs and register their
opinions.

People like the idea of a pedestrian
plaza, and city officials already have
indicated that they like the idea too, and
whatever the bridge looks like, it will .
incorporate some sort of plaza 1nto the
design.

Nobody got upset when aldermen :
ruled out suspension bridge designs,
which would have precluded the option
of keeping the crossing open during the
work.

So now aldermen are essentially
facing issues such as how many piers
will be in the water. There are basically
four designs on the table, with a fifth
that is a variation of one of the others.

Once aldermen decide on a design,
they will open another réund of public
« input on what sort amenities peaple
| want to see, such as the pedestrian
+ plaza, ornamental lighting, benches,

: stairways, and how the bicycle trail will
run underneath the bridge.

The maore critical decision to be
made is whether the crossing will be -
kept open during the work in 2006. City
officials are awaiting the recommenda-
tion of a citizen committee, but they
already seem to be leaning in the

(Y,

Mark
Foster -

direction of keeping the crossing open.

Other than the open house and the
citizen advisory panel, there has been
little in the way of public involvernent
in the bridge planning process.

The issue of the north dam, on the
othér hand, has attracted more public
involvement than any issue that I can
remember with the possible exception
of the'development of the property next
to the Braeburn Marsh. _

At 7 p.m. on Feb. 12, there will be a’
special meeting of the city councilto -
once again consider the issue.

The Illinois Department of Natural
Resources will be there to present its
latest proposal to build a replacement
further up stream and to answer .
questions. The Keep the Dam group
and the Batavians for a Healthy River
group will make presentations.

After last year's advisory referendum
in favor of keeping the dam, and all of
the proposals, and the Batavia Park
Board's vote for the second time in favor
of a half-dam option, I doh't envy
aldermen for the decision they will have
to make.

I would not be surprised if after
three hours of presentation and debate
that they decide to bring the meeting to
a close and put off a decision for
another day. On the other hand, I would
not be surprised if they take a vote, And
I would not be surprised if that vote
leaves everyone wondering just what
happens next.

The city is dealing with the fate of
two large pieces of concrete in the river.
The process for replacing one rests on

-solid bedrock. The process for replacing

the other is amid turbulent waters.
W Mark Foster covers Batavia. e

may be reached by calling (630) 845-

5362, or at mfoster@kechronicle.com.

1eces of concrete

' WARNING:

There is
nothing in
this column

about Janet

Jackson,
Justin
Timberlake,
the Super
Bowl, CBS,
MTV or the
FCC.



Letters

contelz.
o9l
False'claim

While 1 believe thilrg)utamn

N of Mr. Page precedes Istill

To the Editor: ) thought it important to set the
In the Jan. 22 Kane County record straight.

Chronicle, politicat muckrakerBill . - | think Proverbs says it best:
Page made critical and false “Lying lips are an abomination to
attacks on my candidacy forKane e 1 o7d, but those who deal
County State’s Attorney. He

faithfully are His delight.”

claimed that] was attemptingto [Proverbs 12:22 (NASB)),

“avoid the public” by missing joint
candidate forums and events.

This claim is totally false. Since - T' Michael Leuer

< ining the f Republi Republican candidate
jolning the lour-way Kepub! can for Kane County State’s Attorney
primary for state’s attorney in Geneva

November, I have attended every
joint meeting of candidates, but
one — which I announced in |
advance that it conflicted directly |
with my work obligations and '
suggested alternative meansof |
" participation. Asahusbandand |
_father of four young children,
conflicts may arise in the future -
where family considerations must |
be placed before a political event. |
This has not been the'case to date.

I am comforted in knowing
that Mr. Page has singled out two !
of my political role models, Illinois. !
Supreme Court Justice Bob
Thomas and Sen. Chsis Lauzen,

for critical and unfair attacks.
Maybe because the three of us are
all conservative Republican
reformers — with no tes to the
insiders and the cronies of lllinois
politics — we do not meet his

. Delendants.

approval for holding pubfic office.

) LEGAL NOTICE .
N THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SIXTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT KANE COUNTY ILLINOIS
THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE
COUNTY a body politic, Plaintiff,

DOUGLAS A. GlLL as Successor Trustee ofa Trust
Agreement dated March 4, 1998 and known as'the
LUCILLE B, GILL DECLARATION OF TRUST; the
ESTATE QF LUCILLE B. GILL, deceased, DOUGLAS
A. GILL; CLAYTON GILL, GARRETT GILL, TYLER
GILL, UNKNOWN HEIRS & LEGATEE OF LUCILLE
B. G!LL deceased, and UNKNOWN OWNEHS

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication havi
filed, notice is hereby given you {names of parties who
cannot be served with summons, and "UNKNOWN
-HEIRS & LEGATEES QF LUCILLE B. GILL, daceased
and 'UNKNOWN OWNERS", defandants in the above

'

| been

entitled cause, that sult has been commenced in this -

Court by Petitioner 2gainst you and other defendants,

praying for Jud?menl as 10 the determination of just -

compensation for certain real property hereinafter
described, and for other relief, that summons was dulf
issued as provided by law, and that said cause is still
pending.

Now, unless you, the sald dafendants riamed abave, '
file your appearance in tha cffice of the Clerk of the -

Circuit Court, Kane County Courthouse, 100 South
Third Street, Geneva, Kane County, lllinuls. ar other-

wise make your appearance herein, on or before the |

ssh day of Margh, 2004, this cause may be trled and
udgment enterad as prayed for in the pefition without
rther nolice to you,

The raal property which Is the subject of this pro-
ceeding is situated m the Coun
in Exhibit A attached hersto an tncorporated herein by
this referenca.

of Kane and is lagally .

E
THE LAND REFERHED TO IN TH!S COMMITMENT ,

18 DESCRIBED AS FOLLOW,
PARCEL QONE: LOT 1 IN DEERWGOD, ST.
CHARLES TOWNSHIP, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

PARCEL TWO: EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND

EGHRESS FOR BENEFIT OF LOT 1 ON AN OVER

PART OF LOT 2 PER PLAT OF SUBDIVISION DOCU-
MENT 96K75964, .

PARCEL THREE: EASEMENT FOR ACCESS CRE-

. ATED BY WARAANTY DEED DATED NOVEMBER 24,

1952 AND RECORDED NOVEMBER 28, 1952 iN

BOOK 1598, PAGE 390 AS DOCUMENT 712123, '
| MADE BY DAVID D, BENNETT AND DENISE BEN: -
NETT, HIS WIFE, TO DAVID A, GILL AND LUCILLE !

| BENNETT GILL, HIS WIFE, FOR THE BENEFIT OF
PARCEL ONE OVER THAT PART QF THE NORTH-
| EAST 174 OF SECTION 22, TOWNSHIP 40 NORTH,
RAMNGE 8 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MEFHD!-
|" AN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: A STRIP OF LAND
10 FEET WIDE, THE GENTER LINE OF WHICH IS
’ DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A POINT
ON THE EAST LINE OF THE WEST 1/2 OF SAID
l NORTHEAST 1/4 350 FEET SOUTH OF THE NORTH
LINE OF SAID QUARTER SECTION (BEING IN THE
CENTER LINE OF THE OLD HIGHWAY), THENCE
1 SOUTH B9 DEGREES, 48 MINUTES, 0 SECONDS
WEST PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH LINE OF THE
| WARFIELD PROFERTY 614 FEET; THENCE SOUTH
72 DEGREES, 53 MINUTES, 0 SECONDS WEST 70
| FEET, THENCE SOUTH 59 DEGREES, 30 MINUTES,
0 SECONDS WEST 18 FEET, THENGE SOQUTH 67
| DEGREES, 48 MINUTES, -SECONDS WEST T A
POINT ON & THE EASTLINE OF PARCEL ONE, 9
| FEET_NORTH OF THE SOUTHEAST CORNER
THEREOF, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF ST. CHARLES,
KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
| ™ THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE COUNTY .
Is! Paul G. Krentz,
Ong of the attorneys for the Pafitioner
KINNALLY, KRENTZ, LORAN, HODGE & HERMAN, PC.
| 2114 Deerpath Road.
Post OFice Box 5630
I Aurara, IL 60507-5030
630-907-0509
I {Published in the Kane County Chronicle, February 4,
11 & 18, 2004.)
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= 5pring 2005'Aurora: ‘mayoral race,:
:%was the onily'tandidate who,rmscd

Welsner
leads pack

STAFF WRITER
AURQRA — The latest state

" -campaign finance records show. that -
. mayoral candidate Tom Weisher
;*not-only has faised more money *
i‘than ‘all the other candidates’y,

combmed ‘but also hds built a

¥ support hage that is far more broad
than his opposition,

Reécords released Monday show

. Weisner raised $43,151 from July 1

to Dec. 31, bringing his total

. receipts for 2003 to mere than

$65,000. Weisner, who was the first
to announce his candldacy for the

‘engugh monéy inthe Hiist Falf o
last year to.also filc; arepoxtm]ul
The head start large

- contributes to. Weisner's lead over™ i

“his "opponents, but evén the:
“numbers for the latest period aloné.,

show his dominance; with thva’g_1

mayoral primary election still a year

away. Two other candidates filed =
' paperwork Monday, reporting

combined receipts of $43,198, only
$47 more than Weisner.

“I have a pretty good Lross-
section of supportcrs,” said
Weisner, Aurora's director of
community services, I think I have
the trust and confidence of a lot of

people in the community.”

Kane Cotnty Board mermbér Bill %
Wyatt ‘came-in secaond in qund‘f"%;'a

Taising with $24,300. Attorney”
Richard Irvin raised $18,898. Angel

Hernandez, who announced hlsf”. L -
long-shot mndldacy in October, did

notﬁle paperwork.

Wyatt and Irvin both sald their b
fund-raxsmg efforts started later in v j§

- the filing period and will intensify -

this year. Irvin said Weisher "

bencfited early on by getting
“special-interest” support from

contributors with ties to the city.”

. “All that reflects is that he's been-

an employee of the city for more _

than 15 years,” Irvin said. “In" the

end, money doesn't vote People,"
do.”

A closer.look at the individual-

F'4:mltrﬂ:mt|0ns, however, reveals that .
" Weisner has used his head start to . .
‘build a formidable and d1verse

support base,

- Weisner listed 50 individual : .
cantribution’s 'of more than’ 150, -
“including several labor unions,
‘ businesses and individuals from

varying political and ethmc

- backgrounds. -
. ¢Tumto runnma,-n'z" '

stobmelge ]t

Bill Wyatt hag "
raised 524,300--
more than 60 --
pementcfwhlch

came from oné-
individual

~which he persun-;
aly loaned to hils
omm campslgn.“

-

Frummwu;:

From Page A1

Améng them were 55, 0 0 from

" the International Union of Painters
and Allied Trades, which id headed
by.Kane County Democratic Party
Chairman Mark Guethle; $1,500
from Dick Hawks, a lohgtime
business associate for Jim

- Qberweis, the Auroran seeldng the
Repiblican nomination for the U.S.
Senate;
Bre-nnan, president of the Aurora
YWCA and co-chairman along with

§1,025 from Hilary

. contributors, inclﬁding one who has

bank-rolled more than 60 percent of
Wryatt’s campaign to date. Kevin
Fitzpatrick, a2 Geneva broker and
long-time friend of Wyatt’s, made
three donations of $5,000 each.

“T dor’t think money puts anyone
at an advantage or disadvantage,”
Wyatt said. "I¢'s what you do with it.
We've only spent (35,000}, but are
we out there? We've been active.”

Irvin has relied heavily so far on -
furds he has personally loaned his -
own campaign. Records show the -
former Kane County praosecutor

"loasied the Irvin for Aurcra

campaign $7, 070 in the six-month |

Hawks of Weisner's finance peried.

committee, and donations ffom

i vartous developers, engineering

firms and other companies

' . associated with the city.

Weisner also had §15,241.in
nonitemized donations from fund-
raising events, which campaign
officials said came mostly through
$25 or $30 campaign event tickets
sold to more thzn 60 peaple.

“If's not a situation where one or
two people were making up the
large number of donations,”
“Weisner said.

Wyatt listed 14 large donations,
but they came from only seven

Outside contributions to Irvin' 8
‘campaign totaled $11,828. Twenty- .
two large contributions came
mostly from law firms, financial
companies and businesses.
‘Sherman Jenkins, Aurora’s
€Cconomic develnpment director,
tnade two donations totaling §175.

Records show Weisner bas spent

" $52,863 so far, including $30,000 in

shortterm CD investments, leaving

“him with $12,722 in his campaign,
- fund atthe end of the year. Irvir has

spent §12,744, leaving him with.
$6,154. Whyatt, has $pent $5,299 and

has $19,001 ramammg
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'Kane County
seeks domestlc

violence unit

A-G5-04 ZEtic on Nee>:

& ‘Rampant’ problem:
Kane might ask for

$1.5 million from feds
to fund prosecution

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County might
seek a $1.5 million federal grant to
establish a special, domestic-

-viglence prosecution unit.

Linda Healy, director of Mutual

* Ground in Aurora, and Gretchen

Vapnar, director of Community
Crisis Center in Elgin, Wednesday
asked the County Board’s
Executive Committee to
recommend applying for the
federal grant. The full board will
vote on it Feb, 10. .

The new unit would have several

DOMESTIC

From page AI'

would be huge. Anything we can do
to help and encourage prosecution
would be positive.”

Kane County Board Chairman

- Mike McCoy, R-Aurora, compared
the unit to the Child Advocacy.

Center, bringing the various

elements of a domest1c-v1olence

case “under one roof.
" “We could concentrate and

. specialize,” Healy said. “Tt gives a

new assistant state’s attorneys to
prosecute domestic-violence cases,
at Jeast three Kane County sheriffs
deputies to investigate cases, Kane

County Health Department i

caseworkers and counselors froim
both crisis centers in Aurora and
Elgin, Healy said.

The special unit would: be
housed in about 5,0600. square feet
in the former Montgomery Ward
building on Randall Road in St;
Charles next to the Kane County
Circuit Clerk’s offices. - -

The point, Healy said, 1s to
provide special prosecution for
what has become the single blggest
crime in the county. -

“Domestic violence is rampant
throughout this county,” said

- County Board member Caryl Van

Overmelren RSt Charles. “This

< Turn to DOMESTIC, A2

chance to get good tracking

- software, which we don’t have, to -

actually keep track of cases.”
Kane County is one-of 369
applicants for a total of $20 million

‘nationwide budgeted by the federal

government for these special units.
That makes- the blds very
competifive. .

Healy said federal officials told
Kane County it has a good chance
because of the active -Mutual
Ground and Crisis - Center

ro 8.
_p ‘%?ﬁave a good core already in -
: place she said. - -
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Supports L
decision Ch ronidle |

To the Editor:

Now that the llinois Supre
Court has issued the order t}?:) e
suspend Meg Gorecki’s law license
g:r focuk:i months, it is time for Ms.

orecki to immediately resien h
office. She has violatedythe pgtlllbligr
trust and has lost the moral
authority to lead.

Winois law requires that a
state’s attorney hold a license to
practice law, While some may hold ;
the opinion that a legal gray area
may exist regarding suspensions
of less than sixth months, the
Attorney Registration and i
Disciplinary Commission has !

stated that there isno reasonnot " -

to immediately appoint a
replacement to serve the citizens
of Kane County until the next
election. In addition, ARDC
Commission spokesman Jim
Grogan has expressed valid
concerns regarding the precedent
set by delaying a suspension.

I support the decision by Kane
County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy to finally begin the process
of selécting a replacement to run
the office until the election in
November. The work of the Kane
County State’s Attorney’s Office is
too important to suffer from the
ongoing distraction of it
discredited leader.

" Frank Craig -

Democratic Candidate
Kane County Board
District4

- Clinton, Gorecki
milestones identical .

Hereead

Here are the milestones in the
«. Monica-gate scandal:
2> . BillClinton does a bad thing,
E Clinton covers it up. Clinton is
confronted with the allegations.
Clinton denies it. Clinton
accuses his opponents of mud-
slinging for political advantage.
Hard evidence is produced.
QO  Clinton runs out 6f wiggle
1 room. Clinton confesses. Other
politicians protect him from
!* consequences because he is
T’\S doing such a great job in office.
, The milestones of the Meg
Gorecki scandal? See above.
Among the fallout from yet
another scandal are two key
problems. How are we sup-
. posed to respect authority? How
. can we expect to attract high-
i quality leaders to elected office?
. The message I get from Meg
* Goreckis position through all of
* this: “I }ied ta you, but that
% doesn't matter. I am irreplace-

¢ able.” .
Such arrogance. What a
shame.
Doug Heaton
Elgin
rem
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W,Travehng trash

Lack of landﬁlls means more transfer Statzons riSing costs

. By jlm Harris

and Meghan C. Smith
Staff writers

The future of waste disposaj . ;

will likely be more costly for
garbage haulers and their cus-
tomers.

With the number of local land-
fills in both DuPage and Kane
counties dwindling from one to
zero within the next few years,
and with transportation and
manpower costs for waste
haulers increasing, fees to local
custemers for trash service will
continue to rise, according to
waste contractors serving the

- area.

Last year, state lawmakers
increased the per-ton tax on
trash going into landfills from 95
cents to $2, a cost that eventually
is passed on to customers when

comtracts between haulers and -

local towns are renswed.

CIn addlhon, ‘rising health .
insurande premiums and’ an’

inereasing need for haulers to
transport  garbage to remote

Tandfills will force those within .

the industry to ultimately
increase costs to the consumer
within the next few years, said
Frank McCoy, manager of the

Elgin office of Kauler Browning

Ferris Industries Inc.

Rising business costs

Labor costs for garbage work-
ers increased after a new con-
tract was reached last fall
between striking union garbage
workers and management, fol-
lowing a two-week halt to trash
pickup throughout the Chicago
area. i

Base wages for workers are
expected to increase by roughly
22 percent before 2008. Haulers’
contributions to health insur-
ance and pension funds will

increase by a combined 16 per- -

cent this year alone, McCoy said.
State licensing -fees have
increased for haulers 36 percent
over last year.
“Anyone running (the waste
business) in this area is going to
be looking at these same costs,”

S@ff photo by Mark Busch

Seagulls swarm around a tractor working at the top of Settler’s Hiil landfill in Geneva.The land-
fill, which is owned by Kane County but operated by Waste Management Inc., is scheduled to

close by 2006.

. curb. .

Where the trash goes

There are three major waste haulers for this area, Waste Management, Inc., Browning-Ferris Indusiries
and Onyx Waste Services, Here Is the path that trash takes when a waste hauler pleks it up from the

T L7

rgnsfer stati

IR NEY]

A

‘-”’DuKane ‘wasté

est Chlcagom

fRockiord

rral i ehrillen ‘

Which waste haulers serve which communities?

BFI
Glen Efiyn
Bloomingdale
Glendale Heights'
Roselle
ltasca
Geneva
Bartlett

McCoy said.

The largest costs for a waste
disposal company are trans-
portation, labor and disposal.

“The big cost is having ..
trucks driving past everyone's
home every week,” McCoy said.

Comparttes pay state and local |

Waste Management:

Wheaton
“Winfield

Flood Brothers

Carol Stream

Crown Disposal
West Chicago

dumping fees to dispose of
waste in landfills. The increase in
state fees last year will need to be
carried on to consumners, he
added.

Haulers using waste transfer
stations or landfills operated by
another company pay for their

Onyx
St. Charles
Batavia

Arc Disposal &
Recycling

Warrenville

use. In addition, local govem-
ments, incuding villages or
counties where landfills or trans-
fer stations are located, are paid
hosting fees by the owners of
such facilities, said Bill Plunkett,
a spokesman for Waste
Management Inc.

“Transfer stations are busi-
nesses, and they have to be oper-
ated at a profit, otherwise the
economics just don't work (for
their owners),” he added.

However, one possible brake
on rising prices is the competi-
tive nature of the local industry.
A number of both large national
and smaller independent con-
tractors all are locking to attract
municipal contracts.

“This business is absolutely
competitive,” said Pete Sarin,
area manager for Onyx Waste
Services Inc. “There's not a situ-
ation I know of where a monop-
oly exists in any community.”
Taking the
garbage out

Large national haulers such as
BFI, Waste Management and
Onyx Waste Services serve the

majority of area customers.
BFI serves a number of munic-

i] - ipalities in this area, including

Geneva, - Waste Management
serves Wheaton and Winfield
and operates the Settler’s Hill
landfill in Kane County. Onyx
serves St Charles and Batavia. _

. ‘Where the trash goes after it is
placed curbside by residents
depends on which hauler serves
the community.

For BFI customers, all trash is
taken from garbage trucks to the
DuKane Waste Transfer Station
in West Chicago. At that fadility,
trash is dumped by the local
drivers and processed for trans-

. fer 10 regional landfills in larger

semi-tractor trailers, McCoy
said.

The DuKane facility is owned
and operated by Crown
Disposal Inc, which is paid a
processing fee by other contrac-
tors using the site. Crown also
serves as West Chicago’s con-
tracted waste hauler.

_ From there, trash handled by
BFI is taken to a landfill owned

. and controlled by the company

near Dixon, about 80 miles west
of the West Chicago site, McCoy
added.

See Trash Page 6
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.| Health care
1 ‘turf war’ -

- emerging

o Aurora clinics:

Some complain that

2-downtown facilities
would be too closeq

e oy

By Steve Lard BeciCOM -
STAFF WRITER ) newf)

_ GENEVA — Kane County officials
want to make sure a turf dispute
between twa publicly supported
health clinics in Aurora does not’
endanger a federal grant coming to
the area.

- . Members of the County Board

Executive Committee on Wednesday .

recommended & resolution that

_would allow the county to receive a -
$409,240 Health Resources and ‘
Services Administration grant. The
money woild go toward renovating a
davwntown Aurora building for Aunt -
Martha's Youth Services primary
care health clinic. ‘

If the full County Board approves -
the resolution next week, the county
could receive the funding and
disperse it to Aunt Martha's to
renovate a building at 101 S.
Broadway — at the southwest corner
of Broadway and Benton Street. |
* The grast has the support of the
Kane County Health Department,
which, along with Provena Mercy
Center and Rush-Copley Medical
Center, applied for the grant.

" =If we turn this down, it's going
back to the federal government,”
said Gerry Jones, D-Aurora, Public
Health Committee chairman. “It's
probably not going to come back
here”
- But Linnea Windel, president and
CEQ of the Visiting Nurses
Association,.urgcd County Board
. members to consider letting the
. grant lapsc and applying for a new
one only if Aunt Martha's considers
another location for the clinic. The ¢
YNA runs a free health clinic in -
- downtown Aurora — on Downer
‘ leeacrossfmmCityHa]], and the
renovated Aunt.Martha's clinic
would be only abouta block away.
e provide the same service to
essentially the same people, the
uninsured and the underinsured,”
Winde] said. "Considering the need
is across Aurora, it is illogical to
place two so close to each other.”

-———-'-'_—_"_.—_ agreeing to “fyture consolidation,”

WAR + which thre VNA was not veady to do.
TURF -’ . She 5aii‘;wkednesdfg th;iXdNrt:

' ' wantts to make sure nothing e
From poge 41 ' ‘ a planned expansion of the VNA
approved by all necessary federal. ‘chinic, which wants to stay
agencies, which have Do downtowD. A At s
restrictions on how close such Both the VNA an M}_asﬂl‘ s
facilities may be. They said being :ﬁre_e tl‘}‘t;_ ilhe%% g)]rctlv_;rgi 'c: ;Tt‘:;ull
the VNA:should be a ere. Wi

;]o(;?gv?fact:r: the VNA provides capacity, they reach onty about 40

ices i s does  percent of the 31,523 people in
e e an Auntx}?;t];a:eiers pAm"ora the federal government says

in i . pot, so Aunt Ma e i
op::;'?: ges:lriggfm %lrl,:::lg’): ggﬁents to _theVNA attimes. ¢ 2;; eligible for subsidized healt‘rf )
clinic in the 400 block of Downer wWe believe that wo:dmabog Dd T st of those people are on the

Place, about four blocks away from
the VNA’s facility. She said the need
is g0 great for primary health care in
Aurora, that "Aurera is very
- fortunate to have two clinics.”

* “It's not a question of stopping i, -
it’s where it should be placed,” -
Windel said. ~ .

effort between federally funde ; 2 e
i 1217 Margha near East Side of Aurora.
}&?trﬁ;ycz‘fltggihﬁ;}s& eid  Martha's officials said a downtown

VNA officials are not 52 gute. siteisnear where the need is. ‘They

: i le walk
- in 2001, when the Health pointed out that many peop!
%Z;‘;:?ment. Aunt Martha's, oT take public tr?‘nsportaminrg;&iﬁe
Provina Mercy Center and Rugh-  clinic. Bus service is z_nnﬁu y
Copley formed the Aurora Primary availalile to downtow In Aurom.

) i e who
Care Consortium, they asked the wWe're talling about peap he

c ‘ ore 4 're 1 o peop
relination or competition? VNA to participate, t00. The. need medical care, y Boas
" Both the VNA and Aunt Martha's consortium planned to apply for member: Doug ‘Weigand, R-Batavia,

federal funds, hut the VNA decided  said. “P'm totally stumped at how,

provide a full range of medical and C with both clinics running and the

i oD its OWIL. ; 1 !
dmmenta=§ g?:ii:i?' :gi{it;ItIO ;;:;lple, tt) %‘E’J'&%el said that, at the ime the areastll gpdi:“sgr;&dc. 1;; ::)\:tftgg
Aunt Martha's officials said their contract, to jein with the other ﬁ;&?;;l;f;yf WO
move to the new building has been agencies J\&_rould have meant blocks away.

I & Turn o TURF WAR, A2 - 3
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Geneva historic committee OKs
Child Advocacy enter drawings

_County authorized contract
with firm to make drawings

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — The Geneva
. Histoiic Preservation Com-
mission approved drawings of
the county’s Child Advocacy
Center, clearing the way for an
expansion of the facility.

On Wednesday, the Kane
County’s Executive Committee
authorized a $47,840 contract
with Geneva architectural firm
Adams Design Group to de-
velop schematic drawings for
the- 4,587- square foot build-
ing.

“1 think we've cleared the

main - hurdle,” county board
Chairman Mike McCoy said.
The commission in April
2003 rejected the county’s pro-
posal for the advocacy center's
annex because it appeared too
much like a commercial build-
ing and would have looked out
of place in the c1tys historic
district.
The historic commission
, acts in a capacity similar to the
plan commission. It can rec-

ommend but its vates are not

‘binding.
McCoy said’ he and States'

Attorney Meg
Gorecki met
with  com-
mission
members last
month and
asked what
the county

can do to sat-- _

isfy their re- N :
quirements,

McCoy said MCCOY
they.. recommended Terry
Adams of ‘Adams Design

Group, which has performed
work in the city’s historic dis-
trict.

The building’s new: des:gn
faces Campbell Street. The re-

-jected design faced Fifth Street.

The exterior design ap-
pears more residential, but the
interior promdes the same
space, and the cost, $600,000,
is the same as the Tejected de-
si

“It looks like a house
McCoy said.

The residential appearance

 fits the needs of the neighbor-
_hood and the mission of the -

advocacy center. .

The advocacy center is op-
“erated by the state’s attorney’s
office, which prosecutes cases
of physical and sexual abuse

against children.

Currently it operates out of
the brick house at Fifth and -
-James streets, and the

expan-
sion will take place on land at

Fifth and Campbell streets, site .

of an abandoned house..

A residential setting helps
.. ease the fears of children, who

must act as witnesses in- the
abuse cases.

The comrmission's approval
of the-design includes the tear-
down of ‘the abandoned
county-owned house at 427
Campbell, where the new
building would go up, McCoy
said. :

The office at Fifth and James

streets is too small, limiting staff

members to interview one fam-
ily at atime. In another éxample
of the space limitations, three
employees share a single desk.
The néw building also
would provide a medical exam-

“ining room. The CAC currently

rents - space at the Delnor
Hospital Health and Wellness
Center.
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Kane seeks domestic violence grant

Bush has made $20 million
| avatlable natzonwlde

- ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle -

GENEVA — Kane County
will act as the lead agency for
a $15  milion US.
Department of Justice grant
to help’ ﬁght domestic vio-
lence.

- The grant was- written
jointly by the county’s two
domestic violence counseling
centers, Mutual Ground in
Aurora and Community
Crisis Center in Elgin.

Mutual Ground Executive
Director Linda Healy said it is
a'competitive grant with 369
applicants nationwide.

“We are not assured of
getting anything,” Healy said.

Healy said President Bush
has made $20 million avail-

_able..

A

Mutual  Ground
Community Crisis Cenfer
give Kane ‘County the best
counseling  program  in

Illmms Healy said.

“We were strongly en-
couraged to apply for this
grant,” she said.

The county must act as -
‘the lead agency to meet grant

requirements.

The grant would provide
money for counselors, inves-
tigators and office space for
18 months,

County board Chalrman
Mike McCoy told members of
the Executive Committee
Wednesday "that they must
decide whether to continue

paying for the program if and -

when the federal dollars run

“out.

The state’s attorney's of-

~ fice has four

andA

prosecutors
assigned to
its domestic
violence
unit. -
If the
county re-
ceives the
grant, the
attorneys,
along with -sheriff deputies
to act as investigators, would
be at the Randall Road of-
fice. -

“Domestic  violence is
rampant across this county,”
said Caryl VanOvermeiren, R-
St. Charles. “I think we
need to take a positive look at
this.”

The state’s attorney’s unit

was' begun under a state
grant.
. When the grant expired
last January, the county took
over the unit’s annual cost of
$408,000.

Setting up an office at the
Randall Road site in the old

VanOvermeiren

Moritgomery Ward's building

in St. Charles would give the
program a location in the
central part of the county,
said Gretchen Vapnar, execu-
tive director of Community
Crisis Center.

. “This would result in
many more victims coming

. forward,” Vapnar said.

Ong of the committee’s
two Democrats used the
opportumty criticize
Bush.

“Twenty million do]lars
across the country seems to
be a piddling amount of
money from the Bush admin-
istration,” said Paul Gre-
viskes, D-Aurora,

McCoy said the office
would need 5,000 square feet,
which would include a large
conference room. :

The Regional Office of
Education is expected to

-move to the Randall Road site

and will need about 30,000
square feet of space.

The county has about
40,000 square feet of un-
used space in the building.
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ComEd
=~ may drop -

T

project

‘Complaints. elicit
alternative plan

By William Presecky
Trlbunn stalf reporter

Before pulling the plugA ona

| wealth Edison Co. said Thurs-

day that it asked the Tllinois
Commerce Comniission to de-
lay actlon for another 30 days
while it confers with “all inter-
ested parties™ on a.less-intru-
sive proposal.

Local officials and residents

"{ criticized ComEd's proposal to

build an elevated, high-voltage
line for about 16 miles along or
near Randall Road in east-cen-
tral Kane. The utility said it was
the least-expetisive means of
providing reliable eleciric ser-
vite to .the fastgrowing area,
but opponents ohjected for an
array of reasons ranging fiom
appearance to alleged adverse
environmental impact.
ComEd's less-expensive alter-
{ native to the proposed 138-kilo-
volt transmission line on Ran-
dall incorporates the use of ex-
isting power lines and more au-
tomated substations. The re-
vamped proposal will adequate-

- | 1y meet the area’s growing elec-

tricity needs, sald company

: | spokeswoman Meg Amato. |

Gom

[

. ———

With the support of several
Kane communities affected by

Amato said, the utility will brief
residents later this month about

questions about the new plan.

intends to provide information
on the design, function and im-

.| pact of the plan ustng a variety

aof displays, demonstrations and
informational kits it will dis-
tribute, she said. . :

Amato said ComEd believes
1 the alternative to the Randall
Road line will deliver the same
or better electric service at less
cost ond with little change to the
landscape. According to ComEd
Vice President George Lofton,
the company expects to-be able
| to withdraw the Randall Road
petition before the ICC .by
March 8. -

“We believe we have a solu-
tion that will work for every-
one,” said Lefton. .

, Tlinois Lt. Gov Pat Quinn,
who entered the fray inmid-2003
on behalf of residents opposed
to ComEd's plan, said oppo-

. | nents are “very happy with the

progress that has been made.
A year ago, if you talked to
any of us, the company was
bound and determined to put 16
miles of power towera through
the heart of Kane,” said Quint.
“This is a much better approach
land] a real victory for home-
gwners and cOnsimers.”

P e — e A

the Randall Road proposal, .

. At the meeting, the company -

2

!

o

plen to build a high-power -~ -
transmission line along Randall -
Road in Kane County, Common- Q

VgL 05

the alternative and answer -
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| ta Fox open house focuses
| onfuture land-use plans

- —tE=-Y_Qhronicly -
. Residents concerned about
. housing density, retail impact

By MICHAEL LOOMIS
$haw News Service

B La Fox residents met
.j Saturday for an update an fu-

ture land-use plans and a con-
" troversial proposed develop-
‘ment slated for the unincorpo-
rated ‘drea in

" “Wewant to bring everyone

“uptospeed so they don't feelas’

. if they've been left out of the

loop,” -said Jack Stone, of

:Concerned La  Fox Area

" Residents. The planning open

‘housc was held at Tord of Life

- Church at the comer of Route

38 and LaFox Road. The four-

" hour meeting drew more than
70 people. '

" Atissueis an unnamed res-

idential and commercial devel--
) " proposed by

Wyndham Decrpoint - Homes .
‘|. and Town & Country Homes

apment

“for a lot at'Bunker and LaFox

|, roads. Initially -called Grand |

"Prairie, the 'development . first
surfaced in 2001 and called for
1,600 houses on 1,200 acres. La
Fox residents were wortied

-about the housing density and ,

the impact the project’s retail
.I" shopping elements might have -

. on the area. It sparked the for-
mation ‘of CLAR. The group

. wanis_to eventually incorpo-
‘tate La Fox into a village in

. order to_have more input on"

“the growth in their comtmunity.

" » CLAR representatives said
' Saturday that théy're getting

‘more comfortable with the
proposed development lately
- because "the- ‘builders have
agreed to reduce the density to

.| 'around 1,100 homes. --

“They've let us have some.

input, s0 now we feel much

.| “better,” said - CEARs Donna
-|: Neéiler. “Density has been one

" of ourbigissues.” . "
" She said that thé Grand

| Prairie. plan at first did not’

" match the character of La Fox.-

. “Development is ‘going to

. central Kane -
|~ County. - - : C

‘ready  under

happen.,-We might as well be .

smart about it,” Neiler said.” .-

. Representatives for Town & .
Country Hames and Wyndham
‘Deerpoint Homes did not at- .

-tend the meeting Saturday and

could notbe teached by phone.
Wyndham also is the developer
of a residential project at

Harley and Keslinger roads,

and Town &.Country buiit the

Harvest Hills townhouses on- . .

Peck Road in St. Charles.
." La Fox is about four square
miles, roughly- defined by

‘Route, 38, Keslinger Road,
_Harley "Road and - Brundige -
Road. The . area in'cludes'_

around 580 residents. -
“Our big concerns are pop-

* ulation density, architectural

style and the layout,” said Mike

Jessen, a contractor who has -

lived in La Fox for six years.
Grand Prairie has - been

droppedas the name ofthe de- _

velopment, Jessen said. He said
the developers haven't - pro-
posed a new name yet, but

-have agreed to have La Fox as

part of it. .
CLAR is working .on a La

Fox Comprehensive Land Plan, |
-a recent version of which was

on display at.Saturday’s meet-
ing. Renderings showed howLa
Fox might look with a new .
school, 2 community-park and.
the' Metra train station that's al-
construction,
‘among other new elements.

- Jessen said -the' point of

, Saturday’s meeting was' infor- -

mational and to keep La-Fox
area residents up todate. -
“"We don't want anyone in
the area to feel like we're nego- -
tiating without them,” he said.
Jessen said CLAR and the de-
velopers will continue meeting -
to work out- a. development
plan that fits the 'La Fox
Comprehensive Land Flan and
the Xane County 2020 Land

Resource Management Plan.

He said the next public meet-
ing probably will be in April.

- Chronicle
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Move back to crty ST

I'm calling about the Grand
Pritirie development and the

. story that Town and Country is

negotiating with LaFox . ‘
residents. I'm a long-time LaFox
Jesident, and [ can assure you

" I'venever beencontacted by

anybody or negotiated with by

. anybody and I just resent the

fact that there's a group out

* there, and it sounds like onc
. individual to tne, who is talkinig

to these people and the resi-
dents are not being comenuri-
-cated to. I don't want them
speaking for me. Idont think
they shiould be making decis-
ions without the commuinity’s
input, and i know there is an:
orgahization, but they are.
obviously not deing their job in

* representing the community” |
_"when they don't communicate

with us and ask what we feel
about this. Co
x’

¢

This is in Tesponse to

", farmer’s dust béing pollution,’

Do you know where your foad
comes from? Notjust the .
gracery store. The food we eat
every dayis grown right here,

- possibly coming from the

farmer that you want to put out

- of business or make trouble for.

Something is tetribly wrong
here. Before moving out to the

. country, realize that you are

moving into farm country and,

.. yes,dustis common on farms.

sto

If this is something you cannot
handie, move back to the city
where there is.no dust, only
smog. | really wish the Kane
County Board would stop

" peoplefrom moving into -

farming communities unless
they understand alt the things

-.t.hatgowiﬂlit

" Chairman’s ego trip

hit

<y

* {dust and smells, good and bad}

A

- I'mstill not totally clear en
why Meg Goreckiisbeing = -
punished for something that
happened even before sheran
fot office, What kind-of afriend .
holds onto a tape for years?Jtsa -
realshame.Thadan . . .
opportunity tositonagrand

" jury this year earlier and, out of
- all the hundred or 50 cases that -

we heard, she was the best -
attorney that we heard. It's
really aloss for the county.

W omiem shon wandin

.

r
3

_ Replace Goreckj X
. Meg Gorecki needs to be

reminded that she isa public
servant and the public is ng
longer being served by her, as
. dqmd_ed by the higher courts of

0is. Her continued attermnpts
to hold power certainly signal- -

something about her character
that people should take note of,
This is no longer about her, She
should step down and allowa.
Teplacement to be taken. The
rust was violated and she
nee:ds to get past the power
Ppolitics and let law take its

" Repitblican candidates who are |~

course,

O ——

No builder on board - R(_
I'm calling in regard ig the

running for county positions, .
We have g}bl;ilderw%ois- ‘
Tesponsible for building strip
malls and homes and BEp.
subdivisions in Kane County. ]
Justread about somebody who
15 supporting a builder, A
‘Sllves.u*i. because he's a bui!?::r.
He thinks its a good thing that
this individual is én the'board, ]
disagree. Iliken the subject of
having a builder on the board, . -
keeping watch over growth in
‘our county, the same as I would
view having a criminal run the
sheriff's department.
s s

Construction mistake? X
- .. When Kane Countybuilt. -
the Judicial Center, didu't they
realize'they were building itin
St Charles? I always thought
the government for Kane .
Countywas in Geneva, Didn't
they realize when they built - .
that they weie building itin the
wropg town? Are they changing
the county seat of Kane County
to 5t Charles and moving it
from Geneva? They should
annex the Judicial Center to
Geneva betause then that -
wiuld be able to be our new
courthouse, . - :



Loy HerCeod
GOI:CCki driven fro;l
position unfairly

Kane County attomey M
Garecki is bei iven frome
Corer b eu.lg driven from

The supposed single
wids a conversation Elmt))gg?sse
before her election when she
held no office of responsibility.
. Theoffense consists of the )

- %t_il;lp&',egation of remarkstoa
105" persistent re '
help in getting a job. estsfor

Gorecki was frritated by the
repeated calls and in casnal
terms advised the caller to work
for officeholders and contribute
to them. Such a remark has two
possible messages.

Did Gorecki advise the caller

to offer abribe in the form of a
contribution it order to geta
job, orwas it the loosely
phrased common comment
thatyop should help in the
campaigns of officeholders if
you want a public joh?

This old heretofore unknown
conversation became a last-
Ininute campaign accusation:
Even so, Gorecki won the elec-
g?g; over t.hg incumbent

secutor David Akem

While still in office, Aker'?‘lgxn{n
sought an investigation,
. Gorecki was cleared of any
offense, but the pursuit of
f;ore_cl_u continued, causing her
ermination as prosecutor. By
that time, those wha weren't
part of t'he Kane County "office-
holders' protection network”
concluded that the charges
werc politically motivated by
;};,% Isgrg losers. Gorecki herself
CﬂIﬁIBSSglzed m{gﬁr&tsely for the
y impression is that
7 Gorecki’s professional and
m:;al stargdards are higher
ose of appli
'thg;e of het acggise‘z?m fawror !
e would not staop to saving
that the remarks wcreppooﬂ}!rimg :
ghrt_xsed and inconsequential
ut instead took responsibility,
! admire her integrity and '
despise the petty vendetta that
is now removing this talented
public servant We are losing the
services of a really fine prosecu-

. Jtor who has served in office

without blemish of any sort
a.lf'ld who enjoys the hjgh reg,ard
of the attorneys working for her.
Alesson should be learned

— that partisan politics has

no place in the prosecutor’s
office. The power of that office
is greay; they decide which °
ca%als to prfhsccute.

ere is the potential t

some off and to pursue pglliztcal
enemies relentlessly. You don't
want prosecutors who are trying

Carpentersville

1o seta record utting
no;?elsa in lhei‘?r g'ﬁn belt. Lot
he law must be enforced, Ram
1::5 ::1 3sr1:Jc1"ltll]1d notbecome the sey lauded for
e powerless 1
gﬁimmé Anew elecﬁonofvglle SeHSIbIe resp onse
place Gorecki. Thre
Hopedulty, one of the sore Sherifrk o Raaor Keane County
Itgse;s Mllnctl)t get this powerfu ‘the mﬁiﬂugi?ﬁm son
‘ve?:dggta :.n coniinue political smTf{ gxlame aroad for people’s
¢ fupidity and carel iving i
Jack Rocser Midiculous beyond fvs;r::‘llnwng .
Family Tos President Tim Sc.}fxm
amily Taxpayers Network S@‘aﬂ

904

Chrronicte

Actions reflect

poorly

To the Editor:

1find it extremely ironic that
Meg Gorecki would claim her
absence from the States Attorney
Office would be disruptive to its
proceedings, while in fact, itis
her very presence that has beena

incredible distraction for more

than three yedrs.

Gorecki has made a mockery
of the very system she has been
sworn to uphold. She has made
every end-run possible to escape
the consequences for her
actions. Actions that are not in
dispute and actions that violated
the rules that she and her
_profession are bound by, Are we

expected 10 pelieve that it has
been business as normal at the
Kane County States Attorney’s
Office while this atrocity
continues.

What about the cost? Has
anyone thought about the
dollars this has cost the
taxpayers? Consider the hours,
days, wecks and months that
have occupied the time and
resources of the various courts,
the review boards, the

disciplinary committees, the
state licensing authority, the
counfyboard, etc. My estimate
of the costis in the tens of
thousands of dollars — and for
what?

The states attomey should be
the example of integrity and
honesty, and have characier

. above reproach. This isnot the
case with Gorecki. For some

reason thinks her own agendais ©

tnore important than the
reputation of her office, and of
Kane County.

Her actions have reflected
poorly on all of us. Goreckihas
dominated the front page of the
newspapers for more than three
years, and for all the wrong
Jeasons. Not as the county’s top
prosecutor, but as the county’s

top arrogant and selfish
politician.

Why no one in authority has
called for Gorecki to leave office

" and let the county get on with its

work is a total mystery to me.
Had this scenario played outin
the private stor, the offender
would have had two choices,
resign ot be fired. Should we

expect any less from our elected

officials.
Let me be so bold as to a_sk

Meg Gorecki: For once in this

"whole ordeal to do the right thing

and resigrn.

\ pick Graff
§t, Charles

thom RO 0

= -
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By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

The Kane County Board's
Executive Committee ap-
. proved an increase in circuit -
* court feés. A
""" Thisis not the first time
- the court fee increase was
. passed on by cominittee. The,

board hds been debating the -

- issue since May 2003.
' . Some board members, "
" such asJohn Noverini, R- .+ .

. Carpentersville, and Margaret -
- more animals leading miser-
" ablelives: - S

- Scalfaro, R-Carpentersville,

- are opposed to government
taking more money and can

* be expected to vote against

- the increase at Tuesday’s .

" board meeting. .

{ - The other side of the:argu- -

ment is that more mmioney is

" needed tomaintain the level -

. of government services.

| .+ Thefeeincreasewill bring

inan additional $250,000a -

| yeat. oo
.| Theinicreases will be

- added to cximinal charges, s0 -

- the majority of taxpayers will
- notfeel thesting.” . -
- 2

" ’Another meastire approved

. at Executive Comnmittee was -

. amendments to the animal .

control ordinance. - .’ .
| - . This is'another ordinance
.| thathas been bouncing
I atound committees fora’

" -while, this one since.
Seéptemiber. |

The changes will require
.| ‘anirnal shelters to spay and

neuter all animals and insert
* identifying microchips in

" Kane County Notebook .
[Executive Committee
1 OKs circuit court fees

P

. “Kane COUNTL.CHRONIE . i

‘each animal. _ -
- Another major change is
-that shelters will be required -
to hold all animals for seven
business days, as opposed to

“the old law’s seven calendar - .
: wone

-days. - e .
These changes are over-

- due, supporters say. Too . - -

many stray dogs and cats
lead miserable lives with no

~ one to take care of them.

They tend to meet members

of the opposite sex and make '

baby animals, which leads to

The microchip -tedhhql—- ,

‘ogy will make it easier for pet.
- owners get their pets hack. -

And the seven-day period
would give owners amore-.

‘timie ta pick up their pets. -
- . KK . N . X

The Kane County Animal -

Shielter continues to Move -
forward, though mostly -
mundane things related’to.

the zoning, utilitiesand ~ .
working out agréements with

Geneva.

".Geneva planstobuyland

from the county at Peck and
Keslinger roads for a drinking
water treatmient plant. Itis
the same site for-animal shel-
ter. s R :

porated, the cityneedsto -
annex it to provide the site
with sewer and water serv-
ices. o ‘

~ And,oncethelandis -
within the city limits, it needs
to conform to city Zoning reg-
‘ulations.. - - '

Since the land is unincor-
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_-__j',offlces can
‘one hold?

H-17-04_Chron ;c((

How 1 many

- Law unclear whether

. VanCleave can serve on.

school county boards

a

4

" ByTOM SCHLU'ETER
. Kane County Chromcle

GENEVA Although there are conﬂrctmg

1 'legal opinions whether someone can hold
- two elected offices on local boards, thereis no
’ _elear-cut guidance on the issue.

Batavia School Board President Thomas

| VanCleave isseeking the Repubhcan nomina-

" ‘tion for the - Kane County
‘..Board District " 10 - seat.

] Anthony Cvek, one of his. . 4
- ‘opponents in the March

- both-positions would be
- aconflict of interest.

-{ ‘should announce whetherhe . - °
would step down from the school board ifhe
: wms in Novémber,

16 primary, said holding

Cvek said VanCleave -

“A decision should be made and the vot-

- “ers should be informed,” Cvek said.

; VanCleave said he would like to-hold

. both offices but would step down from the

:school board if 1t were found to: be mcom—
| patible. -

IE it does< prove to be a conﬂrct I would_
"1 "give up the school board,"VanCleave said.

Cvek .cited a 1993 Hlinois Attorney

{ General’s opinion from ‘Roland -Burtis that
- said the positions are “incompatible.”
- The Illinois State Board of Education also

“says that holding a school board seat and

- other elected offices is incompatible. .

However, VanCleave said that before he

s decided to run for the county board, he

sought ‘advice 'from attorney John Izzo,

who cited an Illinois appellate court ruling

.| that said'holdirg the two ofﬁces was com-
. patlble PR ,

See BQAﬁDS'. oage 2

oards

Cohtihued from page 1

Izzo cited'a 1982 case from
* Tazewell County, - where a
. member of the South Pekin
Village Board was elected to-the .

South  Pekin-  Elémentary

-Schoal Board. The Tazewell
.County state’s attorney then
“tried to force the removal of the

. individual from - the' school |

" - board. The appeliate.court up-
held the official’s claim to both

seats, and in 1983 the case went

-to the llinois Supreme Court.

Izzo said the school board
term  ended before the

case, after which it vacated the
appellate court decision. ~
‘Izzo- said the Supreme

Court's action left llinois with . -
. no clear-cut rulings’ on the

issue, only nonbmdmg opin-
ions.
“We have no bmdmg au-

" thority orie way or the other,”
1720 said.

‘The appe]]ate couit’s deci-

" sion, Izzo said, holds as much

authority as an opinion from
the attorney general.
Naomi Green, press ofﬁcer

with' the . State Board of -
" Bducation, said the agency's

general counsel advised that

1. once:a school Board member
"|- accepts a -second..position,

meaning when the officer

takes the oath.of office, he or
| ‘she automatically resigns from

the first office held.
Nothing prevents a school

*. board member from run.nmg

foran office, Green said. -

- VanCleave's term. on “the

school board ends in Apnl
2605 - .
.Kane - County Reglonal

School Superintendent Clem
Mejia said the county hoard . -

does not provide funding for
school districts and -has no
regulatory power over school
districts.”

MEJla said that in’ his
opinion, the’ two -positions

-would be compatible because

thie county board is a paid po-
sition while thie school board )

) “isvoluntger.
Supreme Court could hear the. -

““There, ate- tertaify ] posr- '
tions you can hold and still be
a school board member,"
Mepa said. = -

.Izzo also sard he sees: no :
conﬂrct :

“It is very common for the

- péople of Hlinois to.sit on two

different local govemmg bod— .

-1es," Izzo said.

Tzzo said an officer .can
hold positions on two boards,

+until ajudge rules that he or

shecannot. :

" "I take the attorney gener-
als' opinions with a grain of .
salt,” Izzg said. -

Joe Feérrone, who “also -
seeks the District 10 Repub- -
lican nomination, said voters'
should decide. - - -

The Primary winner wﬂl
face Democrat Howard Katz

'm November



Water

park

floated

Developer plans
Dells-style facility
in St. Charles

By Li1sa SMITH
Daily Herald Staff Writer

A 25-acre water park that is
expected to draw up to 5,000
visitors a day has been pro-
posed for St. Charles’ east side.

The $15 million facility would
open in the surmmer of 2005, if
approved by city leaders. The St.
Charles plan commission is
scheduled to-consider prehrm—
nary plans Tuesday.

Developer Randy Witt of
Hanover Park said the water
park would be family-oriented
and suitable for children of all
ages. He considered more than
80 sites across the suburbs,
including the east side of
Geneva, before settling on a 70-
acre site at Kirk Road and
Division Street, just east of the
St. Charles Park District's East
Side Sports Complex.

" “This is a market that is lack-
ing a major water park,” said
Witt, a general contractor and
partner of Lundmark Group
LiC. “There are family aquatic

-70<+§

Hercd d

' DAILVHERALD

centers in neighborhoods, but | :

we are looking to prowde an all-
day entertainment venue."

The site plan aiso includes 15
acres of parking and 13 acres of
commercial development,
which the developer expects to -
lease to a casual dmmg restau-
rant.

The water park would have to :
be annexed into St. Charles as
part of the city council’s overall
approval of the project.

More than 300,000 people
annually are expected to visit
the water park, which would be :
open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
daily, said development consul-
tant Jim Urhausen. The season
would run from Memorial Day :
to Labor Day.

Admission would cost $23 to
$25 a person. Alcohol would not -

See PARK on PAGE 4

be sold. The park would employ
125 to 150 workers. :

The 15 to 18 attractions would
include tube slides and a wave
pool. The park would be larger
than Magic Waters park in Rock-
ford and of similar quality to the
water parks in the Wisconsin
Dells, Urhausen said.

“We hope to be the largest;
most state-of-the-art water park
in the Midwest,” Urhausen said.

The entrance to the park
would be located off Division
Street, which would be
extended farther east. The park

%Pa?k, Near sports complex site

itself would be built below street

- 1evel so the noise would be con-

tained on site, Urhausen said.

Witt also plans to donate 5
actes of the site to the city for an
electric substation.

St. Charles Park District
Director James Bieen was
unsure if the water park would |
relieve overcrowding 4t the park
dlStIlCtS Pottawatomle swim-

"It’s a eat thing for the com-
munity Erut most people aren't
going to go there on a daily
basis,” Breen said.
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_' :'_ ‘No laughs lIlthlS lawyet joke

Three lawyers walk into a bar and
leave with four different opinions.

Or so goes a version of the fawyer joke.

But the little quip offers a layman’s
explanation of the latest chapter of the
Meg Gorecki saga. Call it "My Legal
Opinion is Better than Yours." . B

Gorecki's law license is suspended for
four months because she concocied z
story that a county highway job could be
boughit with a campaign donation. That
-she spun the yarn before being elected

- Kane County State’s Attorney is

irrelevant. Attorneys — now don't laugh
~—are not supposed to lie, . .

... Gorecki did, and in doing so ran afoul
- with the ethics panel that oversees al!
lawyers in'the state. Gorecki’s . .

‘misfortune, as opposed to others in the

legal community who bend the truth in
ah honestly fervent effort to serve their

' clients, is that her eritics complained to

- the Attorney Registration an
Disciplinary Commission. :

Inlegal circles, it is called gettin
“beefed to the ARDC.” ]

-That was four years ago. Fast forward

. totoday's battle o¥legal opinions. The

. Eﬁm: if not Gorecki's neck, then at least

.- her position as state's attorney, Gorecki’s
reputation, as it always has, remains in
her own hands. -« -

The question: If Gorecki cannot
legally practice law, how can she lead a
prosecutor’s office whose very mission is

- t0 prosecute lawbreakers?

‘Attorney General Lisa Madigan said

.. Gorecki's law license still exists, it simply

is not active during the time of her
suspension. As such, Goreckd’s office is
not vacant and she can retam. - :
.. Now, just as Goreckiis the top law

" enforcement officer of Kane County,
-Madigan is the top law enforcement

officer of the state. When the county
board has a legal question, it turns to its

..counsel in the state’s attormeys office.
When a state’s attorney has a legal.
question, it turns to Madigan’s office.

Here is the rub. Madigan is an
attorney, just like 75,000 other. attorneys

- inIllinois. Historically, the attorney

general’s office does not like it when they

are relegated 10 the same status of other

" attomeys. In effect, however, the AG's
opinion is just that — an gpinion, -

" Madigan said Gorecki can stay, but
also said the Kane County judiciary, not-.

. Gorecki or County Board Chairman Mike

- McCoy, gets to pick her replacement.

" Remember attormey opinions? Well,
McCoy's attorney took the position that
Madigan is wrong and that Gorecld
cannot return to office, The theory gocs
that if Gorecki does not have a valid law
license she has 1o step down, arid if she

" steps down she simply carinot step back

- up after her four-month vacation. .

. 50McCoy, being prudent, really, )

“schedulesa oounty%oa.rd vote to determine

if Goreckd can return, In legal parlance,

" . McCoay asked the board if the state’s attor-

- ney's office should be declared vacant. The
. concern is that if Kane County does not
. have a state’s attomney, do the assistant

tofill

state’s attomeys have the legal authority to
continue prosecuting criminals on hehalf of
the people of Kane County? C

Still remember attorney opinions?
Gorecki does not like McCoy’s idea. Nor
does she like all of Madigar's. So she goes
to the umpire and asks rfxat McCoy be
blacked from asking the county board
for direction and that she be allowed to
choose her replacement. - -

The umpire? The only attorney whase
opinion rumps a lawyer's — a judge.

- Gorecki's move was unique. -
Esscndially, her attorneys asked a judge
to block an action from passibly o
occuning. The judge wisely demuired,

" and the county board met.

By a 14-10 vote, county board
members decided Gorecki'can return, In
effect, the vote told McCoy not to
challenge the opinion of Madigan nor
Gorecki. The vote said "Let's move on.”

But the message is not as simple as
some would have 1t portrayed. Of the 10

‘county board members voting to bar -

Gorecki from retuining, all 10 five either

in the north or south ends of the county.
We can-cloak the county board’s

decision in many positive ways. Certainly,

- however, an attomey could look at the

tally and argué the North-vs-Soth-vs-
Middle political division still breathes.
Alsa left lurking in the shadows is a
memo Gorecki quietly issued in May 2003
appointing an unnamed First Assistant
State's Attorney to fill her role should, for
‘any reason, Gorecki be siripped of her
duties.The memo begins, “In the event of
my temporary inability to attend'the duties
of my office, inc]udmtghbut not limited to
my suspension from the practice of law by
‘order of the Supreme Court of Winols..."
Gorecki made plans for her

. keplacement six months before she was

‘suspended. Chief Judge Philip L.
DiMarzto essentially foliowed those
plans when he appointed Assistant Kane -
County State's Attorney Katherine Moran
recki’s position. ’ .
_ Thereis no civics iesson in this
episode. The Gorecki matter became
messy because those revamping the -
Uinojs Constitution in 1970 never
envisioned a sitting state's attorney
would be forced to step down. It spiraled -
out of control because although
interesting politically, most people do not
concern themselves with lawyers unless
they absolutely have to, and because they
already have a distrust of government,
" That distrust is borne from elected

. leaders doing foolish things. And then

denying them. And then other elected
leaders trying to capitalize on the
misfartune, while still other elected
teaders duck and cover because they do
not want to offend a friend. Or worse yet,

_ offend that friend’s political supporters.

And that's the punchline of this
lawyer joke. .

W Greg Rivara lives in St. Charles and -
is the Kane County Chronicle Managing
Editor. He can be contacted directly at
(630) 845-5355 or by e-mail at
grivara@kcchronicle.com
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The Beacon News tries to be aocu-

. vaie and fair in every story it pub-
lishes. When a mistake occurs, we
tvant td fix it. To report ervors,
call the managing editor at
844:5881.. -

.

recentdeallis |

Allison, Herbert W, “Smiley,” Aurora
. Edmbert, Marian E., 81, Batavia
Wiriiyon, Alvin, 90, formerly Paw
wPaw. .

Weiler, Bermard K., 79, Aurora

oy

C ot

L . '
. =The Bedcon News
- AHollinger
. ===/ International publication

-

offiee .

TS, ‘River St., Aurora, IL 50506
BNy hours: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
t_;m|:1'}:17ag,f‘-7Fri(_:h:-;).r. Closed holidays:

Hewspaper delivery

- Weber, circylafion manager
" (Fstomer service phones - -
(880) 844-5800 or (800) 244-5844.
Customer service e-mail> o
castomerservice @scnl.com.
Castomer service hours

50 a.m .- § p.m.. weekdays
7-4.1:a.m. weekends

5:30-10 a.m. holidays

Home defivery times ‘

6:30 a.m. weekdays and holidays
7a.m. Saturdays. 8 a.m. Sundays.

* you do not receive your paper by
our delivery deadline, please call
customer servica before 10 a.m.
.weokdays (or 11 a.m. weekends)
" *bnd we will deliver your paper by
noon.
Sitbscription rates
- Hime defivery: $3.25 weekly, $2.25
friday-Sunday; $1.50 Sunday (plus
Jntermittent holiday issues)

Wil subscriptions: $4 weekly.

l}gmshnd prices: 50 cents dally, -
31,50 Sunday. .

a7 . )

Advertising

- [RSplay advertising

Robert' Wall, manager

Gall (630) 844-5858 from 8 a.m. 1o 5
-pim. weekdays.

Classified advertising: ‘ i

Call (630) 844-5811 from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays.

Om-ine advertising:

Brent-Albrecht, manager
Cgﬂ [815).439:4377 from 8:30 a.m. to
- A O

'Kane County -

scores deal with
free computers

A-7-04
By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

(COn
eSS

GENEVA — The projection on

the screen-said it all.

* Like many other instances in the -

Kane County Board room, a com-

pany was using a projection from a -

computer to present a new product
- to board members. .
Like many other instances,

* board members listened, anticipat-

ing that make-or-break moment
when the bottom line would pop up
on the screen — the cost.

What made things different at
- the board’s Public Safety Commit-

.tee meeting this week is that when
that cost popped up, the highlight
was a goose egg. A big zero. §0.
Nada, -
. The new, state-of-the-art coriput-
. ér system will be installed in the
Kane County coroner’s office at no
_cost to the county. :

The system will aliow coroner’s
employees to file information di- -

rectly into a computer at the scene
of a death investigation, have it fill
out the paperwork automatically
and send it back immediately to the
coroner’s data base. It will work
with the dozens of different forms
at the coroner's office,

“This is quite an improvement,”
Coroner Chuck West said of the
system, developed by a partnership

"~ of CDW-G, Business Systems Engi-

neering of Chicago (BSE), Sprint:
Toshiba; Logitech: and Anoto.
“We've been trying to work out a
- problem for three years on a sys-
tem that's been obsolete for 12
years.” . o
County officials are excited
about the prospect the system can
be expanded to other paperwork-
" intensive departments, such as
Transportation, the Health Depart-
ment, the Development Depart-
ment and the sheriff’s office.”
"“I see this migrating to all de-
partments,” said board member

Ken Gfiffin,,D—Auxfor_gi,".who was '’

EI LTI - P

partly responsible for the hookup
between the partnership and the
coroner’s office. :

“You're going to be tharoughly
amazed. I was, and I come from a

‘technology background. The cost

saving of not having to hire addi-
tional personnel as this county
grows is going to be big.” -

The arrangement is one of con-
venience. The partnership is will-
ing to provide it cost-free to the
county to develop a track record for
the system so it can be marketed
across the couniry.

Fhoebe Tree, of BSE, said the
systern has been used since 1999 in
Sweden, where it is a common part
of government, but it is new to the
u.s : ‘

“You guys are not guinea pigs,”
she said. “It'snot like there are alot
of bugs to work out. This is tried:
and true. It has been tested.”

The system works using a pen
that writes like a ballpoint, but also

hasacamerain it that records what

is being written. The pen can be
used directly on paper, but also
writes on tablets on the screens of
Toshiba laptops.

Imagine writing directly with a
pen onto a word processing docu-
ment, touching a button that con-
verts the handwritten words to
typewritten words and puts them in.

" the proper box on the form.

Anything on the laptop tablets
can be sent, using a Sprint wireless

-card, back to the main computer

data base immediately. i
“You can capture data directly .
onto the tablet and send it directly
back to the servers while in the
field,” said Kim Gumino of CDW-G.

. If the pen is used on paper, the * |
pen itself records what is written
and can be put into a dock and
downloaded into any personal com-
puter, ,

Partnership workers are ready to -
begin work installing the system
anytime. The plan is to have it run-

ing by May 1. .
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'Ideas to ease traffic stall

There were plenty of ideas among officials and

1 soundly voted served on regional planning

THOET® m s Bt B

Ll = N — "

Lo TR B + - Bt -

experts on how to handle traffic congestion in
the suburbs, but in the end the suggestions,
like a gridlocked tollway, went nowhere

BY DAVE ORRICK
Daily Herald Staff Witer

Burt Natarus leaned over his
mic, squinting to his left down a
row of more than a dozen legis-
lators, mayors and other
officials,

Sizing up his targets, the witty
Chicago alderman picked

‘Batavia Mayor Jeiff Schielke to

pick on.

“We're helping the city of
Batavia by taking in their resi-
dents — and preventing
sprawl,” he said, drawing both
laughs and nods at his point:
Retired empty-nesters from the
suburbs return to Chicago,
which helps keep commute-
stretching sprawlin check, |

Schielke chuckled at Natarus’
observation.

The joking was as plentifid as
SUVs on the Northwest Tolbway
at 5 pm. on Fridays. The scene
was a Chicago meeting Friday of
electéd and corporate leaders
and planning and transporta-

tion wonks gathered to talk -

about transportation topics.
Solutions weren't as plentiful

as Natarus’ needling at the
fourth meeting of the North-
eastern Illinois Regional
Transportation Task Force, a
blue-ribbon-type group estab-
lished by the General Assembly
earlier this year to fix the zrea’s
congested commuting scene —
whatever it takes,

The group, which will make
recommendations to the legis-
lature this spring, was
established, in part, to give the
suburbs a greater voice in trans-
portation funding requests in
the face of a perceived statewide
power imbalance favoring
Chicago Democrats over subur-
ban Republicans. -

Lasting hours longer than its

‘planned 90 minutes, a hast of

ideas — referred to by insiders
as “bold” and "outside the box”
—were discussed.

None was passed, allowing an
alphabet soup of transit
acronyms to survive,

For example, a proposed
“merging of CATS, NIPC, RTA
and ISTHA” into what some
called a "super-agency” was

down.
. CATS stands
for Chicago
Area Trans-
| pOrtation
Study, a plan-
ning arm of the
Jeff Schielke  11linois Depart-
ment of
Transportation, or IDOT. NIPC
is the Northeastern Illinois Plan-
ning Commission. a group that

measures population and other

urban trends.

The RTA, or Regional Trans-
portation Authority, oversees
funding and planning for the
suburban bus system, Pace,
Metra and the CTA (Chicago
Transit Authority). ISHTA is the
tollway board's formal
acronym.

Another “outside-the-box,”
super-agency idea came when
George A Ranney Jr., an influ-
ential Grayslake developer with
suburban political ties, pro-
posed destroying Pace. Instead,
he suggested, individual county
planning organizations — CPOs
he called them — could work
under the umbrella of the super
agency, which he cailed an RPQ,
or regional planning organiza-
tion.

Ranney was joined by Jim
LaBelle, a Zion Republican and
former chairman of the Lake
County Board who also has

groups in DuPage County.

Neither serves on the task
force, -

But as top brass for Metropo-
lis 2020, a non-profit, so-called
“public-private” think tank, the
pair found themselves exactly
where for years they have pub-
licly stated they want to be:
making their case for better
transportation planning to
regional leaders.

But their case got bounced.

What would happen to Pace’s
nearly $150 million in annual
operating costs? Ranney said he
had no answer.

Woodstock Mayor Alan
Cornue asked, “How would
democracy work under your
plan?” That wasn't part of their

Tecommendations, came the

reply. _

Schaumburg Mayor Al Larson
defended Pace, pointing to its
regional center near Woodfield
mall as evidence of “regional
service.” :

And when RTA Chairman
Thomas J. McCracken Jr. asked
the question on everyone’s
minds, “Who would be the
winner?” many panelists rolled
their eyes when- Ranney
responded: “The region.”

Afterward, Ranney brushed
off the grilling. “T expected it,”
he said. “It's controversial stuff ”
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Forest preserve urged to take barn

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

‘electronics,

: some kind of promise that the
Matsushita has indicated it is

Teeple Barn wouldn't cost tax.
willing to give the PIOperty to a  payers money,
Trying to save the historic

government body, and the = “If we were to lease it back to
Teeple Barn in Eigin, the Kane breservation group formed to the farm bureau it becomes
County Farm Bureau is pushing save the bam, AgTech, hasbeen th
the forest preserve to take over

working on the forest preserve m
the land on which the historic since October to step into that Aurora Democrat, “They have
landmark sits. role. :

A forest preserve takeover of

to cover the cost.”

The latest version of the plan ~ Some on the commission are
the 4-acre barn site would be ‘is to have the forest preserve not convinced and have asked
just the step preservationists take the land and lease the barn the staff to put together cost
say is needed to kick-start fund- 1o the farm bureau. Kane estimates of the barn’s annual
raising and secure the barn’s County Board Chairman Mike maintenance,
restoration. ‘ McCoy compared it to the rela- The matter was referred back

“We don't want to begin a tonship the forest preserve has to the commission's utilization

i i ervation Partners committee.

(ownership) is transferred,” said of the Fox Valley, which oper-.  The Teeple Barn is 118 years
Steve Amold, the farm bureay’s ates the Fabyan Villa located at old and is the only 16-sided
manager. . the Fabyan Forest Preserve in bam in the state,

The barn, located off Randall Geneva, ‘ Its restoration will cost about
Road near the Northwest Toll- . ' The issue to forest preserve §
way, is owned by Matsushita ¢

300,000 to be split evenly
ommissioners is the expense between local fund-raisin
Electronic Components Corpo-  of adding another building that efforts — from AgTech and the
ration of America, the company

would need to be taken care of. farm bureau — and a federal
that manufactures Panasonic Most commissioners want prese

issioner Gerry Jones, an

eir responsibility,” said com- L '

——

rvation grant. ' h
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" PAGE 4 gomion 1 DALY IERALD

‘Dam: Some call | for still different, older plan

' Contimurd from Fage 1

}Jalé?lrirt.yand the dam itself is a : “m! of HIB;L t_ o
al y o
When state officials spent $1 ' Balav!a north dam -
million 1o evaluate all the 1830s:The north damis © .
alternatives, they concluded (msmmedasamodanumd
full dam removal was the way orib dam, which evermaﬂy
lo go The state adjusted the washos
al deslgn by including a i

senes of structures called rif- 1611: A cancrets low-head dan
fles to better restore the health i bult acmss the eastand wes
of the river. shores to produce energy for th

é\ﬂﬁr rcﬁcnl inquinelsdmw adjacent Chaflange complex.
whether the state would pa reachad,
for a repalred or replaocmpenﬁ '1W“m4 The dam 5 an
dam, the state offered n fuzl)- 2 Iropalrftare *

unsuccessful, The state Is cafe
upon far help.

1977: loe jam almost wipes out
1he porth dam, but 1t survives a

width whitewater rapid, which'
is a recreational ramp that
would span the river.

“We'll discuss both options at

the meeting and allow the ci incurs :
council to handle the qucstiol:tlz SoenE damage.
and discusslons,” said Arlan 1894: The city gives the state tt

Juhl; the acting manager for the
Division of Planning in the
Department - of atural
- Resource's Office of Water
Resources. .
. The opposing sides;of the :
issue = the Keep the:Dam ?
“rgrouprand Batavidhs T
;iHealthy River Co:
rwill:speak for 1
t thiswheks mee
L;Thnzse agaﬁinst dam Téma
tend to-offer a hew soluﬂan :
LE

dam'’s deed, but the sta'le never
records it .

j[FF KNDK}DAILY HERALD

o ths ar nf Ahi Rhmrraln

3 "-Apartieii ‘
g City] and state oﬁﬁm ) betwu‘:en : . f. 18 the “GONSENSUS; Sosiie Parties Bup-
ericouraged . 1 “would be; l ' , Afidlan ort elther hall-hei itoptiot, .
3 bt keep', cess j ‘ [inin a ‘damn'reimigialyior:

. Dag river Fr
f Eioup may nat 2 City officials dismidsed thef' dams -high hryddroy

-state will I ; ‘option because of concerns, u.sspeedbumpsfo sedimﬂrtin I Therstate s"no like “¥och
; comment on- i top muck recreational activity s inany o ) ke N AT R _F r il X Yuhl

¢ar the Riverrain complex that = Tolal dain “rému - ‘fsmcc thié steticturés would  sald; but'forces in Batavia con- a
f : Tiver's b lower water levels, Depot Pond.  tinuie to push-for e el etheaam'sfata, Intea

s as i i Po ho has rafback- would requitesatndw Batrier to ¥ Mamhem of the Bataviarié for 4§ rjecting: oraceppting the diztd
b But. the- state would ressarch “wi eclin 7 logy. *#1 wer  enclose it A congealed-electric ‘a Healthy Riverwill agk'the eumet plans; chty councll
. ang.option that wamrants ioves- “itatfon and the ramp would jam Y5 Aramp over.other’dams, pump that would cost the city state’to moonslder |
. tigation, @ &x:4 i ol sy withioe floes inthe wintetmis  -howeves m-mivam theieys about.$4,400.a"year 10 Yun 3§ 11
o3 Aldcrman‘afud:leaWollmk auPlus, the’ “$ratesaid Bitavia iand’ § -woutd maintain it
;i thinks thestate’s:giaidance il oW thie ‘Aadlanid said. The full passage- lower than the cost of,
b “could simplify the decision- gty would way “alse aftracts- alvarlety.of Tthe: pond. The stite wok
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By David Garbe
STAFF WRITER

NORTH AURQRA — In their
first serious discussion about cre-
ating a utility tax since tabling the
idea a year ago, village trustees de-
cided to delay a vote on the pro-
posed tax.

After a lengthy debate at Mon-
day’s village board meeting,
trustees said they would continue
to examine the issue and hoped to
make a final decision soon.

The preliminary ordinance draft-
ed for discussion calls for a natural
gas tax of 3 percent, a telephone
tax of 4 percent and an electricity
tax of less than 5 percent, which
would vary depending on total indi-
vidual consumption. = .

The village board could begin
collecting the tax 90 days after en-
acting an ordinance.

Village President Mark Ruby

q

made the utility tax discussion a
priority two weeks ago, saying the
village was falling behind in road
maintenance because tax revenues
were insufficient.

“There’s a whole slew of streets .

in town that are simply going to
need grinding out and repair work
(in the near future),” Ruby said
Monday. If the streets are not re-
paired within a few years, they
would need total reconstruction.

Village engineer Jim Bibby said
such a reconstruction would be at least
twice as expensive as resurfacing.

“If we could tackle those streets
now,” Ruby said, “it would save us
a lot of money in the futire, when
they disintegrate.”

Trustees agreed that road re-
pairs were crucial but were hesi-
tant to support creating a utility tax
without further consideration.

Trustee Mike Herlihy said the
tax ordinance should mandate that

w — - -— -

‘N. Aurora studies utility tax Opti(')ns:

all utility tax funds be spent for
nothing but road repairs. Even in
that case, he said, “I'm not in favor
of telling the people of this village
they have to pay more in taxes.”

Trustees Dale Berman and
Mark Guethle proposed that the
public should decide on the tax
through a referendum. )

Ruby said a referendum on the
tax would delay collection for almost
a year, putting the village that much
further behind in its road repairs.
~ “This (tax) is not something that
is burdensome to our residents,”
Ruby said. Village staff estimated
the cost of the tax would be about
$100 each vear per household.

Before making any decision on
the tax, trustees, said, they want to
develop a more concrete plan for
road repairs and other capital pro-
jects, such as a new village hall, po-
lice station and repairs to the

- North Aurora Activity center.

‘q
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- court system a little more cit-

"+ do: decide the tough and

Janes is best choice .

-became a judge. As an associate

=f
T

Fence Post -

for ¢ircuit judge -

l'am writing to let the voters -
know who is the best choice for-
circuit judge in the Republican
primary. Judge Robert L. Janesis -
seeking the position of circuit
judge. He has done a marvelous
job as an associate judge for the
past severi years,» - .
Just go into his courtroomto .
see for yourself how courteously
and fairly he treats people
despite the enormous court
calls he musthandle. _
" Judge Janes had more than 22
years of legal experience in all .
areas of the law before he even

PUSlYy ooy Rt ]
DACARY “IRL0T NI

“JIQUMIMS 1) U J0] & 2121} Jjod pue U

§28mMo3 Jjo8 Mo Jo IeJUBAPE 9¥E) NOA 2INS
UL Uey) JoU[o JOUeT S1p3 UT AeS Ol dARY A] -

www.caglecartoons.com

judge, he has made quite an .
impact. He developed the video
bond calls'that have helped
-speed up court appearances -
whilé reducing the number of
court personnel having to travel,
miles to their jobs..

He has streamlined his cowt
calls to substantially reduce the
hours and the number of days
that citizens and police officers
have to $pend in court. C

In short, he has made the

He is a hard-working and
coihpassionate man whose
" professional and community
life demonstrates his deep
concern for the citizens of
Ol community, ‘
I'strongly urge you to vote for
-Judge Robert L. Janes on March
16. He is the best choice we -
have for circuit judge. -
. Patrick]. Brazill
. Geneva

zen-friendly while saving the

taxpayers some money. :
At the same time, he does

what a judge is supposed to

important cases before him’
on arvimpartial basis,
Judge Janes has embraced

- programs that are helping

people to rehabilitate them-
selves and reduce crime,
However, Judge Janes has not
hesitated in handing out strict
sentences when warranted,
Judge Janes has been actively

.involved with the community

for years, whether he is helping
seniors or youngsters, students;
veterans or church members.
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Doty Heradd
Officials: Stay off

contaminated
land in Gilberts

BY MAX SEIGLE
Daily Hevald Staff Writer

State environmental officials
are urging people to keep off a
lead-contaminated site in
Gilberts so the property’s poten-
tial harm to the comumunity can
be accurately assessed.

The IEPA announced Friday it
was sealing off a portion of the
Kedzie property off Galligan
Road north of Wiley Road
because soil samples tested
about 11 percent positive for
lead contamination, Groundwa-
ter infiltration hasn’t been
reported. The site, roughly 3 to 5
acres, was the scene of an Qcto-
ber fire that emitted noxious
fumes, sending two police offi-
cers to the hospital and forcing
evacuation of 40 homes,

IEPA officials said the site
once was used to recycle lead
from car batteries. IEPA said the
threat of lead poisoning is soft-
ened by snow cover.
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Kane ready
tosell old

school site

tol

brary

Beacon 1e0

H-10-04

County Board members are expected to
approve a sale price of $1.025 million at

GENEVA — Kane County official
to sell the former Sixth Street Schoif{x?.lflfif
_today’s board meeting.

ing to the Geneva Public Library.

By Steve Lord

STAFF WRITER

From county officials’ perspective, it i
] pective, it 1s
way to get rid of a building that has had 1itd2 o

From the perspective of Geneva city offi-

use for them since the Health Department
cials, buying the school is the first step in a

moved out last vear. While the Regional
Schools office still is in the building, afgormgr
The library at some point will raze the

Geneva grade school, it wil move to space in
Sixth Street School and build a new, larger li-

the former Montgomery Ward buildin
: 0
Randall Road in St. Charles, where thegCill:f

cuit Clerk’s office is.
plan to redo public buildings and services

downtown.

All of these are long-range plans, because

Wi_xen the library moves out of its current
location downtown, next to City Hall, city of-
ficials are expecting to expand there, That
will leave room to convert the current City
the library is not ready to move into a larger

Hall into a cultural arts center.

brary on the property. While the library will

not be downtown, it will be close and still in
about the center of the library district, which

extends west of Geneva’s city limits.
referendum from the electorate to increase

facility just yet. Library officials would need a

the tax rate to pay for a new libra ildi
_ 1y building.
That could be up to 10 years away, ofﬁcia%s
Consequently, county officials still are un-
sure exactly when they will move the Re-

have said.
gional School offices out of Sixth Street

School.

- &0:07
U-46 worries

- By ToM O’KONOWITZ
.c@t&&&@?ﬁ

~ Elgin leaders will fight an
' attempt by the Grand Victoria
Casino to pay them consider-
© ably less in property taxes than
they do now, officials said on
" Monday.

If the casino gets its way, it
could mean Elgin would collect
$600,000 less a year from the
Hverboat than anticipated, said
City- Manager David Dorgan,
who called that “significant” ata
time when the city’s budget is
barely balanced.

“They want a tax reduction.
We don't want it because it costs
us money,” Dorgan said.

The Elgin City Council on

Wednesday night will consider
passing a resolution to 0ppose
the casino’s effort to have the
assessed value of its buildings
lowered, meaning it would pay
less in property taxes 10 the city
and other governmental bodies
each year.

Kane County officials previ-
ously rejected the casino’s
request to have its assessment
reduced, and owners now are
appealing that decision to the

wdy Her nm.m\\
about Grand

illinois Property Tax Appeal
Board. The casino’s pavilion and
parking deck in dowritown Elgin
have a 2003 assessed value of
$6.45 million, according to the
Elgin Township Assessor’s
Office. Assessed value is one-
third market value.
Elgin officials estimate its
market value is a third higher.
The casino itself, since it's not
on land, is not subject to prop-
erty tax. The city of Elgin owns
all the land on the casino
grounds. :
_Casino officials gouldn't be
reached for comment Monday,

Victoria tax effort

put Elgin officials said the
casino wants its assessed value
lowered to $1.5 million.

~ While such a cut in property
taxes could hit Elgin hard
immediately, Elgin Area School
District U-46 could take a pro-
pounced hit in a few years.

Officials at U-46 said they

weren't exactly sure how much
property tax they receive from
the casino each year, but they
said it is considerably less than
the $600,000 they would expect
to receive from the casino prop-
erty starting in 2008.
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Kane County officials forecast
major traffic congestion on
Route 64 and Fabyan Parkway in
the next 20 years. :

Widening Route 64 and Ran-
dall to six lanes and Fabyan to
four lanes west of Randall are

county’s 2030 transportation
plan. Only about a fraction of
the $2 billion sum of projects
might be accomplished.

“It’s likely we might only see
$300 million worth of projects
done over the next 20 years,”
said Tom Rickert, Kane County
assistant director of transporta-
tiom, at a public forum for the
plan Monday.

About 20 Tri-Cities area offi-

 {cials and four residents

attended the meeting at the
Batavia library,

Other projects in the plan
include widening routes 47 and
38 from two to four lanes.

Even if the county was able to
move forward with all the con-
struction needed to alleviate
traffic, the Tri-Cities will see
extremne congestion on Route
25, Kirk Road, Fabyan Parkway
east of the Fox River and Route

"31 between Route 64 and Route
38.

The county’s population
should increase by about
150,000 people in the next 20

years.
“This doesn't look real good,”

three solutions identified in the

|County predicts
major congestion
in the Tii-Cities

said Mark Koenen, St. Charles’
public works director, looking at
the projections. “It’s saying we're
going to have to live with con-
gestion.”

The meeting was one of a
second round o%meetings to get
input on the potential project
list. The county expects to com-
plete a draft of the plan in
March and to adopt it in the
summer,

Developer-paid impact fees,
which the county recently
approved, will help with only
about 8 percent of funding for
construction, Rickert said.

“One of things we expressed
to the county board is that it’s
going to be almost financially
impossible to buy our way out
of our congestion problems,”
Rickert said.

One of the problems the
county faces is that it doesn't
control growth, the municipali-
ties do, said Michael Kirschman
of the Geneva Park District.

St. Charles resident Kathryn
Trendler said she was con-

cerned about Route 47
becoming another Randall Road
commercial corridor,

The county will have a meet-
in%J regarding the widening of
Fabyan Parkway on Feb. 26 in
Batavia, said Batavia City Engi-
neer Noel Basquin, who
attended the meeting.

Residents are encouraged to
give the county input on the
plan. Call (630) 406-7308 or visit
www.co.kane.il.us/dot.
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County accepts grant
to help Aunt Martha’s.

- By Steve Lord
_ STAFF w:‘m*rsn

GENEVA — Kane County will ac-
cept a grant to go toward renovation of
a downtown Aurora building for Aunt
Martha’s Youth Services primary care
health clinic,.

The County Bbard Tuesday voted -

- 203 to accept the $409,240 grant from
the federal Health Resources and Ser-
. vices Administration, It will allow Aunt
Martha’s te renovate a building at 101
S. Broadway in Aurora to expand its
health clinic and move from the cur-
rentlocation in the 400 block of Down-
er Place.

The situation’ also could Spell the
end of a downtown Aurora presence
. for the Visiti
which runs a health clinic about a
- block from the prospective Aunt
Martha's location.

Linnea Windel, VNA chief execu-
tive officer, said Tuesday VNA officials
still believe the two clinics will be too
close, and that could affect where the
VNA looks to expand its operation.

Both the VIVA clinic and the Aunt
Martha's clinic serve uninsured and
undermsured low-income people.

“We've been in downtown Aurora
for many, many years; but when it
comes down to doing what’s right for
thedcommunity, we will do it,” Windel
sai

VNA officials think the right thing is
for the two clinics to be located in dif

| ferent parts of the area the federal gov-

.ernment has designated as medically
underserved on Aurora’s East Side. -

- Windel, appearing before County
Board memgers for the second ﬁme

Nurse Association, -

in a week, presented a paper detailing
the VNA's objéctions to the two clinics
being so close.

‘The paper said the two would duph—
cate effort in a small geographic area
and that it would be fiscally irresponsi-
ble because the people being served
by the clinics live in neighborhoods
scattered throughout the East Side,
notjust downtown.

“Our belief is that we should distrib-
ute the resources, not concentrate
them,” she said.

Designated grant

The $409,240 for Aunt Martha's isa
health construction grant, specifically
for use at the South Broadway build-

.ing. Aunt Martha's officials said it

could not be u’ansferred to another
site.

Marsha Conroy, of Aunt Martha S,
said it is “not entirely uncommon for
two health clinics in an unusually
needy area to be located next to each
other” -

This part of Aurora is seen as being
pam::ular]y needy, With both chmcs at
full capacity, they reach only about 40
percent of the 31,525 people in Aurora

+ the federal government says are eligh
care.

ble for subsidized heal

Officials have said, if the county
turned down this partxcular grant, it
would go back to the federal govem .

- ment.

T don't see how it serves the com-
munity to turn down $400,000 for a
health clinic,” said County Board
member Gerry Jones, D-Aurora. “I
don't see how, after our federal repre-
sentatives went to bat for us, we give it

Jback”
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makmg changes to
|its open space plan_',

By DAN CHANZIT -
Kane Counry Chrordcle

: CAMPTON TOWNSHIP
| — Township officials might
. have -another -property "to
think about when consider-

‘ .ing how .to spend . their -

money on open space.
The property under. con-

sideration is. about 65 acres’
‘| and'could be used for pas-’

sive recreation.

"“The property has been

requested to be put on the
‘plan,”
. Supervisor Neal Anderson

“said. “We can't even talk to ..
" the owner until 1ts on the
. acresthat contain the origin
" ‘of the Blackberry Creek. The
Jdand  was

I plan”. -
 Trustees have agreed not
“to consider land for purchase

| unless it.is listed on- the

‘ townshrp s open ‘space plan.

- 8ince ' created, the -50- «

. property open space’ plan'
.4 has been amended twice to

‘delete one property and add o :

: -state awarded a $2 million

five others. .
‘On' Tuesday, trustees

_ agreed to set a public hearing

| on "the’ proposed amend-‘.\'
1 ment, . ‘

. The meetmg is slated for
6:45 p.m. March: 9, at the

" Campton -Township -Com- "

munity Ceriter, SN062 Old La

't FoxRoad, Wasco

In . -2001,

. Campton
- Township

re51dents ap-

" | proved an $18 million open.
space -referendum, " which
township officials are spend-

-ing on Iand to save-it from '

- on the township's open space :
-committee, said work is pro-
‘gressing on what to do-with-

| suburban sprawl, . .

" About 700 acres have
been purchased 50 far offi;
| cials said.

" " That ]and w111 be used

1 for pubhc parks, ball fields,

-what :is happenmg,
_said. “We are startmg todoa
strategic plan.”

-picnic grounds -and. ‘open
. space.
The most recent buy was

Volunteers needed

e _Campton Townshlp ofﬂ_mals .

seek volunteers to serveon . 7
committees for the township's
open space properties. . .-

“To volunteer, call Carmpton

Township Admmlstrator Julia
Glas at (630) 377 5705

-Campton Township .

in November 2003 for the
-120-acre Poyner property. -
“Plans cali for a ‘pavilicn, ten- -

nis courts, ball fields, soccer

fields and a walking path:

‘Other purchases include:
¢ $6.1 million to buy’ 243_

purchased in

November. - 2002 - frorn .

--Shodeenlnc Ch

* $4.3 million for‘ the 220-

“acre Corron Farm. The forest..’
‘preserve and township paid

$4 million for 340 acres. The

grant, and the township and

forest. preserve each pard $2
‘million. '

RINE rmlhon for 95 acres

of the Mongerson Farm, |
-which added open space to f
‘Garfield Farm. ' d

Anderson said the town

= Shlp is in negotiations to buy -
. several more properties, but
‘he declined-to elaborate, -

“We are lookmg at an-’
other - 100 acres’ or; so.”

-Anderson said.’

-Judy Hines,- who serves .

each of 'the properties al-
ready purchased.

““I'm’ really. happy with
Hines




Kane OKstransfer
of part of Randall
urora

104 [

~ Proposal gives village control .
“between I-88 and Orchard Road - |

roniclo .

- . ByTOMSCHLUETER =

- and ERIC SCHELKOPE

. Kane County Chronicle -

GENEVA . — . The. Kane
County Board on-Tuesday ap-
praoved an agreement to transfer

- control of a 1.6-mile stretch of -

Randall Road to North Aurora.
~ The stretch is between Inter- .
. state 88 and Orchard Road. North-

" Agreement includes ...

*'Kane County will:

» Pay $300,000. ' .
» Plow snow and mow grass
until 2006, instead of 2008,
« Replace bridge deck over.
Interstate 88. R
« Won't have to repair dip,in
Randall. - T

Aurora village trustees already -

_had approved the agreement. .
- ' :As part of the agreement;
- the county will pay the village’
'$300,000 and continue to plow
snow and mow grass until .
2006. ‘A previous agreement
that. county officials rejected
had ‘the ‘Gounty continuing
| those operations until 2008.
' The county also will replace
the bridge deck over Interstate
‘- 88 in approximately 2616. .~ -

. But the county will iot have
to pay $190,000to repair a dip
in the road, which also was part
of the rejected agreement. -

" The county would allow sev-

- eral curb cuts as part.of the new

‘agreement, including a right-in,

right-gutactess on the west side

of Randall Road, about 1,000 feet
gouth of Comiskey Avenue.

~ Thie access would serve the

17.5-acre. Randall Commons

shopping center being pro-

 posed for the northwest comner.

of Randall Road and Qak Street. -

Walgreens would be the .

first tenant in the center. .

* County board member Ken
Griffin, D-Aurara, voted in favor
of the transfer, but said the next
time a road is transferred to a

'

|
|
¥
[

L

municipality, thefe-should be . -

no cost to the county. Con
“If they want the road, they
should take over all costs. In

‘the future the county should

not be responsible for any

cost,” Griffinsaid.. =~

. “We came€ to a fair transfer.

It will benefit North’ Aurora

-and it will benefit the county,”

said ‘Williamm Wyatt, R-Aurora, -
Transportation  Committee
chairman. UL
The Illinois Department of
Transportation still must ap-
prove the agreement before the
transfer can take place. )
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papers within the last few weeks,

' Clayton Gill said.

demn the property. The Gill family
was served with the condemnation
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| . Residents

. worried about

| traffic, noise

By HEATHHIXSON

|- ST, .GHARLES - — kg
"j. Developers . of a - proposed
water park on Kirk Road that .
~ would attract 300,000 seasonal. " -f
* visitors presented their.con-
cept plan Tuesday to the plan *

commission.
impact.

-Batavia is pitching a 71.5-acre
_outdoor water -park "at the

plan. includes commercial

space, but details of that use re:

main uncertain. o

. The patk woild extend

north "aleng Kirk Road. to a

point .
- Cumberland - Patkway in’ an

area currently part of unincor-

“porated Kane County. The pro-

- posal calls for the area to be an-

_néxed into St. Charles.’ S
" . Randy Whitt, & Lundmark

'_ Group principal partner,-said

the large water park has been
in the works for nearly 12 years
and includes a variety of water
amusements, “such .as . tube
slidesandawavepool.

. . “We envisign this to be to-.

‘fally farnily-orientated,” Whitt

said. - . : S
- The plan calls for the water
park fo take up to 25 acres, 20
"total .acres of parking -a St

" Charles electrical - substation .

and adetention pond:

ﬁg..,....}.;.-Km‘e Oaﬁn{jﬁlchfdgﬂcle"-r“"w- o

-, . But residents in the .Aarea'i ¥
have questions about the park’s - =5

northeastern- cotner -of Kirk’
Road and Division Street. The

slightly © rorth - of-

‘meéting.”

Devloerspresent

STc h ';epal‘kplan

§t. Charles water park proposal

" Chroricle graphic by Joshua Monninges

l1-acre plot on -the park's
northwest side, “across. the
street, from -the 'Cumberland
Green Cooperative, and a 2-
acre plot on the northeastern
corner of Division Street and

‘Kirk Road. :

" But questions about the
proposal are mounting.
Residents.in the area won-

der how thé development

wauld affect their quality of

‘life; - Traffic, lighting and

noise were among the con-
cerns of residents at.the

.. “I see the perfect -storm
thing happening,” . said John
Monken, who lives on Division
Street. “I do see that traffic will

be asituation.”.

‘Monken said traffic- would
be problematic on days of Kane

" County Cougars games,, St.
Charles

East Side - Sports
Complex events and with the
water park. o

See WATER PARK, page 2

Two différent commercial -
_‘lots are included in the plan; an

\,

Continued from page 1. .-

| Water park

' gamés and would be accom:

| modated with Division Street” - °

improvements. ¢ . - -
- “Whitt said the park would

| as7:30pm.. - -

* erage 3,000 visitors each day,
with 2s many as 6,000 visitors

.days. Developers- Yope to at-

ing the 100-day season.. .

|- préposal because the plan is
' only a concept. :

" move forwatd, they would face

|: another meeting with the plani .
‘" ¢omimission for a formal hear- -
| - ing.- Annexation plaris- would

. _u"ig_ger_-anom‘er public hearing.

" be'open from 10 am. to aslate . -

The park'is expect'éd toav- - . -

flocking to the park on peak
tracti1p to 300,000 visitors dur- T

~'Water use at the park inj- -~
tially would take'1 million gal- .

' lons for.the."initial flI* each
year and would top 4 million -

- gallons eachseason. = "
* The plan commiission took -

| noaction other than tell devel- .
- opers their concerns about the:

But if developers 'cHoose_ to -

o ]Ii'mUrhaﬁseh; ap_éﬁsﬁltéj?if_', ’
" for the developers, said traffic” . -
would produce haif _of that - .,

|- which is produced by Cougars’ - -

e Ermar mrem £
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.+ Penelope Caimeron, RAurora - Sala"es S S
. #.Jan Catlson, R-Elburn.. - - | -Continued frompage> - f S S
| e Jack Cook, RElgin-= ~ - *| - = o o)
- «Paul Greviskes, D-AUrora | * - In2000, the board, which
_ o KenGriffin, D-Aurora . - | had:not increased. its salary -
‘o John Hoschiet, R-St. Charles ~ ] - for four’years, voted to'bump -
 Catherine' Hulbuit; REIgin .., | . selartes - from. - $12,000 *.to .
¢ Gerald Jones, DAurora© | 10,000 “beginning Dec. 1,7
« Bob Kidlicki, Rampshire ~ | 2002; with built:in $500 per--
« James Mitchell, RNorth | | Jea increases (o $16,500 ¢
" Atirora PEUST || fective in December 2005. |
¢ Rudy.Neuberger, D:Aurora- | |- JBoard merbers’ salaries iow
: el LPALTD G - stand at $15,500.
? Blo'r othy {583’15#?2: DAurora:’| |~ “when we ran for office, - |-
» Margdret Scalfaro, R-.. -~ Lo e o b
'Carp‘egntersville O'R 3 : g;%?ﬁﬁ‘;esggg‘?gﬁﬂi '
-« Caryl VanOvermeiren, RSt.. | |- Tchoosets serveiheco
| Charles = .- . ‘__mwss;:ig?fggvgmggoggg;_ ‘
"« Daniel Walter; R:SoutfvElgin” | | - Dundee, who voted against
(-:hBaTbara Wojnicki, R-St. . || theincrease. ‘I'mquite happy
~ Charles. =Y. 7 || withmysaldty the wayitis. |
o William Wyatt, R-Aufora. - - ‘Tuesday’s vote increases " |,
T THLIP AR B board members’ salaries: to
" “Voting ‘no” ... .|| $17,000onDec. 1,2006,and "y
» Deborah Allan, RElgin. | | to $17,500.0n Bec. 1,2007.
« Lee Barrett, REast Dundee, | | it ereiie g o
{ . » Karen McConnaughay, R- | | oo penere & e os O
St Charles - o' o | | posedthesalaryluke: -
"'.j‘h Naverii R~ - - "I personally believe this -
- o onn Navera R . .|| is aiconflict of interest,” g
Carpentersville _Noverinisaid. " -~ - B
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© * Douglas Weigand, R-Batavia - McCoy said the ificrease
* Donald Wolfe, RElgin* "' |. would. niot take. effect until
o e ‘after thie 2006 elections, mean- . |
Y A_bsent - -+ -| ' ingall 26 sitting members will §
. & Robert McCot R, |.] have to stand for ré-election
Geneva . L(?_O:,I'Inalfgﬁa){,“R_l‘ SN befc‘nrrethe-mcreaseldcksin._ o
« Mary Richards, RAurora.. .| | - Tts 0ol a alf conflict”
* Jackie Tredup, RElgin * | | E‘.%j%;ﬁgﬁglgfg; s posi |
. T T DI :‘ TiOn,)-V not people," ‘Saj.d ‘:
1 - William Wyatt, R-Aurora, who g
|- voted in favor of the increase.” §
| The chairman's salaryin-
.| crease was approved without . i
| discussion. -With the same . [y
“ |- -vote, - the county ‘board re-." |¥
" “moved the $7,500'vice chair- - |
mansalary. - 00
| .. Instead, the vice chair; .|z
‘man will be paid per diem, -
‘uptol10timesamonth.” "
.- In ‘addition “to - ‘their-
"I . salaries, county board mem-.
| bers also receive a $30 per
diem . payment for every:
‘_meefing or county function

1- theyattend. . -~ .
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t AURORA — State Sen. Chiris Lauzen
| --said studying . at Harvard’s business
- school gave him two things — rugby

. how to use'a calculator.

|~ Wednesday to show how recent state
- borrowing translates into future debt for

. ‘culator fouch, Lauzen was portraying the
‘amount that his calculator— using 5 per-
.cent interest over 30 years — estimates -

"| .would be the share residents would owe

- because of refinancing of $10 hillion.

" last year to shore up state employee pen-
-sionfunds. | . : o

- part of a larger borrowing spree by
' Demiocratic. Gov. Rod Blagojevich that

Wil

> | gggzenﬂqnoW|ng

Blagojevich officials -

say claims unfounded

~ Kane County Chronicle

teammates and an understanding of

" That's what Lauzen, R-Aurora, used”

HMinois residents, ©

. _"“(The "state) borrowed ",$IV.006. I H
-looks like $1,000 and in actuality what it
.is going to cost you is $4,300,” Lauzen

said with calculator in hand. .
- For those without an Ivy League cal--

- " State lawmakers approved the plan:

Lauzen . and. other ‘Senate -
Republicans are-criticizing the move as

will strap futnre generationis with. the

burden of paying for spending today. - .-

. The lawmakers have introduced leg-

islation designed to-limit the governor's-
ability to boitow meoney and impose
.- stricter rules on financial mianeuvers,
-~ such as postponing intergst payments for .
- de¢ades on bonds and length of payout. )
. The plan was introduced Friday, but

lacks a Democratic sponsor. That ¢ould
S - mean that. the pro-

because - | Democratic
“lawmakers  control
both legislative cham-
bers. S
ministration - officials,
however, called the
* claims unfounded and
-said there was an at-
tempt to hide spend-
o ©ing " by.  previous
Republican governors and legislators that

5w

Lauzen

‘caused the pension funds tc be short.

“I think that Republican legislators are
attemnpting to rewrite history,” said Becky
Carroll, spokeswoman for the Governor's
Office of Management and Budget, “their
own history, which was filled with fiscally

- irresponsible growtti in favor of our pred-

ecessots’ (budgets), that failed to meet the
state’s ‘contribtion to the pension fund

-and pay ourbills o time.” sl
. -Carroll said the governor's office ne-

posal is dead on arrival-

illead state o debt

gotiated the reﬁriahf:ing of $10 billion of -

an estimated %35 billion shorifall in the

state’s pension funds. She said the large -

deficit was caused by years of under-
funding by previeus administrations. -
The -state pension funds include

neaily 600,000 retired and curreiit em-

ployees, as well as dependents. The state
contributed about $1.8 billion last year

. to the funds. Atleast $2.1 billion will be

contributed this year, she sajd. . .

Carroll said the refinancing lowered .
the interest rate owed on that $10 bil- - |

lion by 3.5 percent. She said this re-
sulted in savings -of about $7 billion,

o - which was used to help further stabilize
Blagojevi ad- -

the pension funds. .
But Senate Republicans oppose the

refinancing because it reversed the period :
of when the state pays its interests from .

sooner until later and extended the matu-
ration period by five years. They said this

would cost taxpayers more in theend. .

. 'Carroll said the a delay in interest
payments is needed to pay for govern-
ment services while also paying down
interest leftover from debt entered-into

by former - Republican Gov. George

Ryan's administration.

- Lauzen and other Senate Republicans -
also are criticizing Blagojevich for dou- |

bling: the state’s general obligation bond
debt and allowing no-bid bond sales that
have contributed to higher bond fees than
the state hads paid in the past. s

C o [ B e T i T SR
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"I havq ot changed my'-_
ayor said:“But -

“IDNR fﬁmals have said it
woultf:'
repait-

dam, but recom-

1 mend agamst t.hat opuon be-.

oiat $2 million 1 tor

' ..,'cause it wou]d -not- achieve

IDNR's goal of: allowing for the

’ passage of fish and-wateicraft.

Schielke said’. he - helieves

_--that whatever is- decided,.the
' state might notbe able to fund

the project anyway, because of

! .budgetconstmmts.
'Myoonoemiswecuuldbe‘
: snmnghereﬁvcyears from now

‘having this sane dlscussmn, .
clnelke sa:d. ST

1
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_ Campton backs
| Randall safety
.Improve .. ents

[ -CH & JBZ};_’L(_C

| ‘Its our kzds who are

- Haw Lane and SOuth of Sllver .
Glen Road. _

'~ “Campton Townsh1p 1s'_

© the residence for hundreds

of families who have chil-

dren who attend (St. Charles)

North High School and Wild

"Rose (Elementary). School,”

the resolution reads in part.

“The-safety and well-being of .

Campton Township ° resi-
dents are a. pnmary con-
cern.”

Trustees. - debated

whether to Wwrite a letter to .

county officials or to support
a resolution instead. At issue
was Randall Road's location,

-  which is several miles east of
" | - the township's border, -

" “I's our kids who are
driving that road,” trustee
RlCh Manser said.

On Nov. 4, 2003 North .

ngh "School senior

' Samantha Joos, 17, died after
“her car crossed the center
‘line during a fainstorm.’

- The accident happened
along the §- curve south of
-'Red Gate Road.

-Joos lived in Arb or Creek,

a Campton Townshlp subdi-

vision.
Her death Sparked a
county debate over Randall
Road safety improvements,
Wthh could 1hc]ude a speed

whose  district-
‘ Campton Township.
Contributing:

‘ Sr:hluetér .

--Also, speed .trallers will -

. collect traffic data to deter-

mine trends.

The speed hrmt on the S- o
‘curve is 55 mph, but Ramsey

said a study of tickets issued

-shows that speeders; on av-

erage, travel 14 imph over the
limit.
The safety debate was fu-

eled by former St. Chailes -
School Board member Steve -

Cole, , who addressed the
Kane County Board in
December. .

Since then, the Kane

‘County  Department of

Transportation has -con-

ducted astudy. -

The county’s transporta- -

tion cominitteé ‘has  ap-
proved plans to 1nsta]1 warn:-
ing signs. :

A second phase mvoives
raising the median.

Kaneé County Board
member Barb Wojnicki, R-St..
Charles, said a large median
and road-widening project

‘would be tdo expenswe to-

unplement o

Rather, county ofﬁmals
likely would favor a narrow
raised median, said Wojnicki,

’
. driving that road’.
* ByDAN-CHANZIT limit reduc-
- Kane CountyChi-oniele tionandthe. .
installation . -
‘ CAMPTON TOWNSHIP of a raised -
"~ Township officials said the median.
Tecent death of a 17-year-old ‘Kane
St. Charles girl illustrates the _ C ounty .
‘need for- safety improve- J | Sheriff Ken
" ments on Randall Road. ' Ramsey has
This week, trustees voted e ordered:
4-0 in support of -Kane Joos more depu-
County’s effort to.increase . -~ ties to issue .
safety” along .a_stretch of tickets to’ speeders on.
Randall Road north of Red ‘Randall Road. -

includes . . -

“Toin 7
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Contmued from page 1

Dum:l.g the dehharauons-
. Vj'ﬂf Thuraday's special council -
| meeting, Juhl warned alder-.
. men that without a decision:
“'in’ 30.days, IDNR would be

forced to end its plannmg of:

N .VfortsfottheBatavw damproj- ™
© ect ‘with -the expu-anon
;. pansulung contract..

“Without consensus, we‘

| .will have to reallocate our re-
. sources tn other pmjects :

kil said.

‘The f.spemal colmcﬂ meet—
.. ing.was called to consider:
_IDNR’s latest offer; which was
. to" construct a replacement

‘da.m 900 feet non.h oE I.he ex--.,

© Isting structure. -

o J'u.h] relterated [DN'R’s po-_

Al

A

_ sition, that removmg t.hedam
.%: - would be'bettez for the health -

* -of the river, but ssid: .the -.
agency would. be' willing: to
bmldanewdamﬂthatlswhat‘

the city wants.

- He. made clea: that l.he-r'_
: agencywould not bewilling to
repm: the dam,'nor repla.ce it

in its current location, .-

*Voting.iri favor of talung
Dut the' dam were’ Ist Ward. ©
Aldermen Richard.Hart and. *
Jodie Wollnik, 3rd Ward.

Alderman’ Linnea Miller, 4th

-Ward- Aldermen Jameés Volk -
".-and Tom Schmitz, 6th- Ward -
Aldérmen Lisa Clark and Mary

“‘Ward "~ Alderman .
‘Barnard,. 5th WaTd ‘Aldermen
~“Eldon Frydenda.ll and Fatrest
sahd " 78 Ward.

- “We're not interes ted in re- - Md Nan cyVa.nce

‘constructing that dam,” Juhl
-said, “We’ need,tu moveontoa
" project that is going some-
_where. We are going to devote.
bur staff to projects that are.'
. gol.ngto move.!

. Nalson,

MeCartex, - .qnd -~ 7th. War

- Alderman Dave Browiy.-
Those voting a.gamst were -

2nd Ward' Aldermen C.ha:les
Beckman and Alari Wolff, 3rd
- - Cathy

. Aldérrien did not vote‘ on

the dam replacement option.
Maynr]eff Schielke, noting.

t.he ‘'state’s dire ﬁnanmalswua—-

- “tion, expressed ‘concem:that

IDNR ‘might: start, a project ,

‘and then be forced to halt be-
cause fundmgdnes up..-. T
Juhl said that by 1aw, his- -

-

agéncy might not enter mto_‘- :

- éonstruction contracts’ un- .-
less it already ‘has ‘all of the |

money it needs 6 ccimplete

the pJ:OjECt. PAR




] Reglstratlon
]deadhneto
Vote looms

-1 5- ()t Pht‘(“nr

Last day to regzster to vote

ByTOM SCHLUETER
- . Kane County Ch.romcle

] GENEVA — Tues'deyzs the

" last day to register to vote in

the March 16 primary. S
‘ County  Clerk - -John
Cunniingham said residents do

- nothave to declare paity affili-
" -ation at the time they register.

A voter is considered to

" register as a Repubhcan or

Dernocrat when they vote inta
general primary and . request

- - one or the other party’s ballot..

“In 1llinoid, you dort't have
to declare your party until you

- pull a ballot,” C.unmngham
. said. :

‘Voters will select their
jparty’s nominees to run in the

county board, state’s attorney,

_recorder, auditor, circuit clerk, - -

coroner and 13 even- num-

bered county board seats.
The parties’ nominees.for

state representatwes, u.s. rep-

‘resentative, U.S. senator and

pIESIdent will be chosen.
Referendums, such as the

_Geneva school . district'’s re-

quests for $48.9 million for' a

new middie school and anin-
crease in the education furd’
from $3.08 to $3.43 per$100of -
~ assessed valuation, will ap-

: 'pear on'the ballot.

"To be eligible to vote, a-
person rmust be a citizen of the’

United States, 18 years old by -

March 16 and be a resident of
the precinct for 30 days before

* theelection. . - -
Anyone who has changed

: _-ﬁ in. March ] 6 przmary Is Tuesddy

On the Net.

o For mformatlon onthe
- March 16 primary e!ectlon,

including a listef .. .. ¢

-candidates . -s:ﬂl'r =
and referen- r.”? “.’ L
" dumns, where \10 \
to register, . w g 4
“alist-of

‘polling places ,

and requests for .
absentee ballots, see the

county clerk's Web site at
hitp://www.co:kane.il.us. .

names, by marriage or other-
wise, must re-register in per-.

son. Also, those who have |

" moved into Kane Countyfrorn
‘Nov, 2 general election for -

another county must re- reg15-
ter in person.

Those who have moved to
a  different. address within

Kane County can use the -

change of address forim .- the

_back of their regxstranora card

and majl it in.-

Director of electlons Joan
Rennie said pecple can regis-
ter at the clerk’s office during
regular business hours be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and430pm
Monday through Friday. .

The clerk’s office will be

open from9 axm. to 1'p.m.
Saturday " to accommodate
vot_er registration.- :

- To rtegister,” bring two
forms of identification, one of

. which should carry a current

address, she said.-
See R-EGISTER, p_age 2

.“1.‘

‘- ,*»Reglsier

' Contanued from page 1

Absentee voung begms

. Feb 23, Ballots can be castat’

the "clerk’s office” and most

* municipal ‘and township of-

fices.. .

Sprmg pnmary contests
typlcally have lower voter
turpout than November gen-
eralelections. . .

At ' 34.32 percent, the

“‘March 19,2002, primaiy had
the third-highest turnout i

the previous -20- years, sur-
passed oiily by the March 17;
1992, turnout of 47.09 percent
and the March 18, 1988,

: turnout of 43.93 percent. -

As of Jan. 15, there’ were

. 179,440. registered voters in -
“the ‘county, which is down .

from 219,721 in March 2002,
“however, it still is the second-
“highest total in the county‘s
h1smr},r

By coxﬁpa.nson, the 2000.
pres1dent1al elecdon saw a

£8.62 percent turnoul.

Al totals exclude the city -
of Aurora, which. falls under .
* the jurisdiction ¢ of the Aerora

~ Flection Commission.

Cunningham said many
precmct commlttee mem--._.

Where to regtster

. to vote . 3

. Kane County Clerk's Ofﬁce
Building B, Kane County,

Government Center.” -
719 8. Batavna Ave Geneva

» Secretary of state drwer .
facilities” .

339°E. Indian Trail Road
Aurora, IL 60505° -

" 595 S. State St.
Elgin, IL 60123

1280 Powis Road o
West Ch;cago I 60185

. Pubilc hbranes » L
‘e Municipal offices-
J Townshlp ofﬁces

registrars.
Tolearnwho your precmct
* committeeman is; oF for any
other questicns, call the clerk’s
office-at (630) 232- 5990,

lots. "The . Web.
http waw co. k.a.ne 1l.us

bers a]so serve as deputy ;

“The county clerk's Web site
‘contains a list of candidates” -
‘and- referendums, where to

-~register, alist of pollingplaces: .
and requests for absentee bal- -
site 15 .




' Kane finds
“surplus of -

$3.5 million

H Happy choice: Roads
- and other capital projects : -
are likely places to spend -
R-1A-0U 1Zexioin
ByStevelod . NEUES

STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County Board members
are facing the pleasant — and unusual —
choice of how to spend a budget surplus. ’

With near final figures in, finance officials

.believe the 2003 budget year had a surplus of
$3.5 millionto $4 million. That money is what's

_ left over from revenues collected after
budgeted money is spent.

“We underestimated revenues,” beard
Chairman Mike McCoy said Wednesday. “It's
like found money.” '

The surplus in part comes thanks to the
‘huge number of mortgage refinancings during
2003 because of low interest rates. Those
refinancings were all recorded as real estate
transactions with the county’s recorder’s office.

 The revenue surplus in the recorder’s office
* alone was more than $2.5 million, said Finance
Officer Cheryl Pattelli. B
_+ Other offices also brought in more revenue
than"expected.Soine of the bigger ones were
. the state’s attorney’s office, which brought in
$691,960 more than expected, the county’s
development office, which brought in $291,787
more, the circuit clerk’s office, which brought
in $392,057 more, and the sheriff's office, which
* brought in $131,470 more. A
_ All revenue collected in specific offices goes
into the county’s general fund. It is from that
one pool of money that the county’s different
-offices are funded. That is how a given office
can collect more revenue than expected but
still be over its budget. _ o
For instance, while the slieriff’s office
brought in more revenue than expected, it still
ended up a little more than §1 million gver
budget. The other sheriffs office budget;:for
adult corrections, was $754,397 over budget. -
Among the other large budget overages
were: the circuit clerk’s office, 5106,489 over
budget; the state’s atiorney’s office, $266,316
over; the corrections board and care budget,

& Turn to KANE, A2

KANE

From page A1 |

which is for prisoners sent to ™

other county jails, $482,506. -
Pattelli said despite the overall

‘surplus of revenue, the overages

in different budgets is cause for
concern. : :

" “The amount over budget-.

seems to be growing,” she said.
“It’s much greater than in the
past, which is what I'm concerned
about.” . cay .

iGood financial sﬁape' | -

_ Members of the County Board '

Budget and Finance Committee
Wednesday agreed they must
keep an eye on the budget
overages. DBut
Chairman Doug Weigand, R-
Batavia, said the fact the county
was able to absorb overages and

still have'a surplus shows the’
county is “in good financial.

shape.” . )

“Some say the sky is falling, but
we held the fine,” he said: .

McCoy said he is most likely to
recommend that the surplus
money be divided, with half of it
going-to the Department of
Transportation, and the other half
to the capital projects fund.

The capital projects fund

committee -

‘currently has about $14 million,’
he said. About $12 million of that
came originally from the
Enterprise Fund, and has been .
earmarked for a jail project. '
~ The county has many pending ..
“transportation projects, almost
$50 million worthi. Putting $2
_million there may not seem like
much, but McCoy said it should
go toward changes on Randall
Road in St. Charles. Those
changes have been suggested by
fesidents and board members for

- safety reasons, and a variety of
. options have been suggested by

transportation officials. =~ -
- McCoy said he likes spending
some of the money-on roads, .
. because the county already puts
so much money toward the courts
and judicial system.. . .. E
-“There are a lot of people who
never have a single thing to do
with the courts,” he said.“That’s a
way to spend some money on
them, too.” . :
The county also could roll over
. the surplus into the general fund, .
keeping it as part of the fund
balance, but McCoy said putting
one-time additional money into’
operating costs “leads you down a
perilous. path.” Keeping the
money-in the general fund would
" be against county financial policy,
which is to balance the budget
each year. o
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=13 -0Y BGQ CON eSS
Board approves parking
lot for veterans memoria]

By Steve Lord

- GENEVA —

There will be 5 new
parking lot in

front of the Kane
Government Ce

- parking closer to Byjj

vernment Center.

The roughly
located in front f th
Building A, to th
memorial, which ig
the south end of the
to a grove of pine

The lot will be
Pavers, a special bri
" use mortar, manufactur,
- ra. -

ding A of the
$220,000 lot wil] be

being built into
front lawn, next

ade of Interloclk

The new lot ajsg will
the one-way traffic pa
Government Center, which will
far people go
emarial to get in and oyt

- Officials said
front of the lot,
Dew memorial, will
the center from
substantially.

landscaping at the
combined with
change the logk
Batavia Avenye

Board members [ast Year gave
al approval to the Kane County
eteran’s memoarial, which wii]
honor the 792 Kane County res;-
dents who Jgst their lives in seven
20th century conflicts. Those con.
flicts include: the Spanish-American
War, World War I, World War II,
the Korean War, the Vietham War,
‘tge Persian Gulf War and the Cold
ar,

nationa] perspective and provide
place of solitude and reflection, .
fficials are aiming to have the
memorial, designed and built by St
Charles sculptor Guy Beltaver, fin.
. ished by Nov, 11, Veterap’s Day.
: ¢ memorial will be based
around a monumept to the citizen
soldier, which will be eightfeet high -
and feature a map jn uniform except

can flag. T
The County Board has allocated
$400,000 from riverboat funds to
Cover about half the cost of the
memorial. McCoy has said the
county can incorporate the other
$400,000 this year. .
e County’s veteran's organi-
zations already have contributed
10,000 toward the memoriaj,




Batavia
OKs dam

removal -

Q1204 _Beacon

By Jan Rammming el

SPECIAL TQ THE BEACON NEWS

BATAVIA — After 18 menths of public de- ]
- bate and reconsideration, the City Council on

Thursday night voted 8 to 6 in favor of remov-
ing the North Dam. The vote will allow the state
to sef aside funding, proceed with engineering

. plans and’ obtam legal and land rights for the

project.

Arlan Juhl of the IEinois Department of Nat-
ral Resources told council members that the
state is offering two proposals: the IDNR's Al-
ternative 1, a full-width white water rapid re-
placement dam and Alternative 44, full dam re-
moval.

Juhi said that the state preferrcd full dam re.
moval over the white-water rapid replacement
dam, since it would open up a Ganile stretch of
-the Fox River, improving the river's ecologml

" health.

He urged council members to reach a con~
scosus on the matter, saying that the state has
budgeted $8 million for river unprovement pro-
jects.

. “We need to move on to a profect thati 1s

- going somewhere,” Juhl said. "With our imited

staff and resources that exist today, we are

going to apply these to projects that are gomg .

to move.”
Mayor Jeff Schiclke expressed his concerns
“given the state of the state budget" that state
funds might not be available in the futdre to
complete such a large-scale project.

“I‘m nervous for my own town here
Schielke said. Juhl explained that the state was
legally requircd to have all the dollars for the
project in hand before work begins. Lo

"nght now we have enough money to furid
the engineering of the project,” Juhl said. That

. phase of the project could be campleted byihis *

_time next year, he said.
Alan Wolff, 2nd Warcl and Cathy Bamard

wwAErBE 1&“

DAM

From page Al .

- 3rd Ward, argued for Alternative 1

as a compromise between keep-
ing or.removing the dam. Mary

McCarter, 6th Ward, and Dick

Hart, 1st Ward, supported the
IDNR’s goal of removing the dam

. for better ecological health of the

Tiver.

Alderman Jim Volk 3rd Ward -

said he felt that, emnnm;cally dam

removal would be best in the lonﬁ
run, And Volk firmly stated his case

for dam removal for a hea]thier e

river.

“As far as improving the environ-

ment, some people say it's only a
coup]e miles of the river.

“One hundred years from now,
thére won't be any dams on the
river and people will be scratching
their heads wondering why we got.
so wound up about this." Volk
said.

“This is a start. Why dldn twe

‘ begin yest!‘.rday?"
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Two sisters recall growing up on

Both believe
garage should
not be torn down

By Rita Hoaover
Staff writer ’

Jo Hedrick and her sister,
Barbara Urich, insist there was
“seally nothing special” about
‘their childhoods. Now in their
703, Hedrick and Urich often sit
at a dining table facing & picture
window in Hedrick's Geneva
home and examine albums filled
with old family photographs.

They reminisce about feeding

cantaloupe to bears, visiting cap-
tive coyotes and checking out
the pigeons cocing inside the
“pigeon fiy” at the back of their
home. This was nothing out of
- the ordinary to the sisters, who
- along with their brother, Bruce
Morical, romped and played on
the 300-acre estate of their
father’s employer, millionaire
Col. George Fabyan and his
wife, Nelle.
. While the rest of the country
scraped along during the years
of the Great-Depression, the
_Morical family lived a stong's
throw From the Frank Lloyd
Wright-designed Fabyan Villa.

The Fabyans were known for
keeping a menagerie on the
estate, incduding bears, deer,
coyotes and a monkey as well as
a dairy herd and turkey farm.
One Morical family ©photo
depicts the children Jeading a
pony through tall grasses. ‘

“Yes, it was fun” said
Hedrick. ' _
~ Their father, Alvah, was hired
-by Fabyan around 1927 as a

(2T eV

estate

Fabyan

-

ahm

Alvah Morical stands in his chauffeurs uniform in a bay of the Fabyan garage along

_ Photas courtesy of Barbara Urich and fa Hedrick
Route 3| in Geneva, circa 1930.The buitding

served as Morical's place of employment as well as his family's home from the late-1920s until the mid-1930s. Just north of their
10, Barbara, 4, and Bruce, §, pose for a photograph.

coach house on the Fabyan estate, the Morical children (from left} Jo,

room, dining room, a “big
kitchen,” three bedrooms and a
bathroom. )

“And there was the porch”
added Urich. “And the bal-
cony,” said Hedrick.

The “pigeon fly”. is how

Hedrick refers to the long, nar-
row structure kstown to others
as the pigeon coop at the back of
the garage.
""That's where Mrs. Fabyan
kept her pigeons,” Hedrick said,
recalling how she spent many
hours walking up and down the
center aisle of the building
studying the birds in the wire
cages along each side. She also
recalled ‘that the pigeons flew
into aviaries inside the building
through entrances on its.exteri-
or.

chauffeur. He : ‘Their father
and his wife, could often be
Arminta, were How to he'P found in- a
WQPHECI Wi.thA " For more informatlon on workshop
their own liv- haw to help save the Fabyan below  the
ing quarters, garage, write to Friends of pigeori coop,
consisting of ». § Fabyan, RO, Box 801, Geneva, where  tools
. three-bedroom IL 60134, or call 232-2378. for the estate
apartment on . were kept:
the second His1ob also included washing

floar of the 1912 craftsman-style
Fabyan garage, . where the
Morical children were later born.

“f was a large apartment”
said Hedrick, who -described
more-than-adequate servants’

quarters, incuding 2 living:

George Fabyan's collection of
automobiles, made easier by the
garage’s unique rotating plat-
form, Hedrick said. . '

#They'd drive a car in, turn it
around, giveit a wash and tum
it out ready to drive again”

Hedrick said.

Fabyan, whom they referred
Wa_S .

to as “The Colonel”
described by the. sisters as a
somewhat remote, but kind and
generous figure on the estate,
which was home to many

employees and their families.
"He was. highly respected,”

Hedrick said. .

. According to the sisters, it
was Fabyan's paternal attitude
toward his employees that led to
their family’'s later success as
turkey farmers.

“He encouraged his employ-
ees to find another way to earn a
living,” said Urich of Fabyan,
who died in 1936, -

Fabyan helped get the busi-
ness started by providing Alvah
with five turkeys. By 1940, the
family-had moved off the estate
and had & successful turkey
farm in Batavia.

The Morical turkey farm
thrived, but their first home -
the Fabyan garage - has fallen
into disrepair.

The Kane County Forest

Preserve District, which now -

owns about 245 acres of
Fabyan's former estate, i$ con-
sidering demolishing all or part

.of the garage, one of the few

original structures remaining on
the property.

Asked what she would like to
see happen to the building,

Urich, wearing a necklace.

affixed with the §5 gold piece
given to her by George Fabyan
when she was born, said, “(The
Forest Preserve District) should
fix up what they have, what
they have had for ages.”

Last month, the Forest
Preserve District Board gave the
Friends of Fabyan, a volunteer
citizens group dedicated to the
preservation and restoration of
the Fabyan legacy, until May to
secure funds and grants to pay
for repairs to the building,

which have been estimated at
more than $500,000.

Friends of Fabyan member
Darlene Larsen said in addition
to grant money, they are actively
looking for donations from pri-
vate or commercial sources.

As the two sisters look at their
photos, Hedrick pauses when
she spies a bird at one of her
many bird feeders, and identi-
fies it through binoculars.

#She's always loved binds,”
said Urich about her sister,
#aver since those pigeons.”
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Endorsements pile up in state’s attorney race

$cafl photo by Erie Walter
© §t. Charles Mayor Sue Klinkhamer cndorsed Geneva resident Tim O'Nell for
Kane County state’s attormey during a press conference at O'Neil's new
campaign office In St. Charles Jan. 18. He also recelved endorsemenns from the
‘mayors of Batavia and Geneva.

With less than five weeks to go before
the Tuesday, Mardh 16, primary clection,
candidates in. the Kane County state’s
attorney race are kining up endorsements
as quickly as they can,

Two bf the four Republican candidates
have released hists of political dignitaries
and public safety organizations that are
backing their campaigns. Geneva resident
Tim ONell held a press conference for his
major announcement; 5t Charles resident
John Barsanti sent press releases detmhng
his supporters,

The two face off against Genreva resi-
dents Joe Rago and T. Midhael Leuer in the
Republican primary.

Endorsement controversy?

A statement by Barsanti during a Jan. 17
candidates forum in Batavia raised
(¥Neil's eyebrows, ‘Barsanti told the

cowd that Kane County Sheriff Ken'

Rﬂrnsey had endorsed him.

O'Nedl qu&shtmed that fact Jan. 28, after
hls campaign manager, Rory Weiler,
detailed a number of people who had
eirdorsed 5t. Chardes” earrent dity attormey.

What is the deal with the endorse-

ments? Ramsey said he endarsed both of |

them because it was difficult to choose
between the two candidates.
- “Out of the four people running, I think
Km’leCountywnuldl:ebestserved with
either one as stale's aﬂurncy, said
Ramsey.

Ramsey did not mention the fad that
Barsanti’s wife, Dawn, is his secretary and
O'Nei} has been his personal attomey for

" about 10 years. No wonder he had diffi-

aulty choosing sides.
. O’Neil gets other endorsements

{Neil's Jan. 28 press conference gave
local political spectators a list of who has
joined the state’s attomey candidate’s
bandwagon.

The endorsement by two-term St
Charles Mayor Sue Klinkhamer came as
no surprise, considering (FNeil's employ-
ment by the city.

He also gamered the endarsements of

" Geneva Mayor Kevin Burns and Batavia

Mayor Jeff Schielke. That adds up to a lot
of local muricipal dout, something that
may play an important part in the March
16 primary. .

Schielke, who was unable to attend the
announcement, said one ceason he backs
O'Neil is his knowledge of munidpal law.

*I'm heartened that he'll be able to
understand issues fadng munidpalities,”
the Batavia mayaor said.

In other words, if any of the towns in the
county face legal problems, their munici-
pal attorneys will be able to vely upen
O Neil for condse advice.

Among ONeil's list of endorsements
are the Elmwood Park-based Illinois
Police Association; Union of Opetating
Engincers, Laborers Intemational Union

Kane County
political
roundup

By Eric Walter

Local 149; Plumbers and Pipefitters Locat

* 501; the International Association of Fire

Fighters Local 99 and the Aurora Folice
Benevolent and Pmtective Association
Unit 30.

Barsanti lists suppnﬂm

in addition to getting half of Ken
Ramsey’s endorsement, Barsanti has col-
Jected a number of police-related backers
as well as o handful of former state’s attor-

neys.

The Batavia, Carpentersville, Gilberts
and South Elgin ‘police offlcers” assodia-
tions have put their might behind the St
Charles Republican.

David Ackemann, Gary Johnson,
Robert Casey and Bob Mormow — every
Kane state’s attomey from 1950 to 2000 —
also have joined the Barsanti bandwngon.
Add retired Tllinois Supreme Court Justice
John Nickels to that group, too.

Barsanti also has garnered the support
of state Republican House leader ‘lom
Cross, R-84th District, of Oswego; state
Rep. John Millner, R-55th District, of Carol
Stream; and former state Rep. Tom
johnson of West Chicago. Millner served
as police chief in the city of Elmhurst
before his election to the Hiinois House in
2002 .

Barsanti added a few mom endorse
ments Feb. 11, induding the Kane County
Sherif’s Department Fraternal Order of
Palice; the St. Charles Poliee Patrolman’s’
Association; Chuck Budde, chicf of the
Kane County Forest Preserve District
Police; East Dundee Palice Chief Joe Peniy
Sleepy Hollow Police Chicf James

- Montalbano; and Hampshire Police Chief

Tom Atchinson. ,
More announcements to come? - .
Joe Rago said fast week he plans amajor

announcement sometime within the next

two weeks. He dedlined to sny what he
intended to announce, holding it close to
his vest,

T. Michael Leuer, the tast Republican to
join the race, said he has received ne
endorsements and is seeking none. Rather,
he plans to seek “support” in the commu-
nities throughout Kane County.

The sole Democrat running for this
office, Rende Robinson, does nol need to
worry about the endorsements yet, sceing
as she is running unopposed in her pri-
mary.



Death, t

. Inaddmontodeathand taﬁée?, “there.is a third |
certainty in life — garbage. From anjmal bones int

Our View

~

prehistoric “caves to the garbage dumps of
Roman cities; human habitation always means

. garbage.

As we reported last week, the days of the envi-
ronmentally unfriendly local “city dump” are
long gone. The only operating landfill left in
DuPage and Kane counties, Settler’s Hill in
Geneva, is scheduled to shut down at the end of

Settler’s Hill takés in garbage from DuPage

towns served by Waste Management, Inc.

Garbage from other towns in DuPage and Kane,
served by Browning-Ferris Industries, Inc. or
Onyx Waste Services, Inc., makes its way to the

- DuKane transfer station in West ‘Chicago, then
hits the road in truck trailers for landfills about-

75 miles away in Dixon or Davis Junction, near
Rockford. =~ = - '

DuPage and.Kane export garbage because
nobody wants to live or work near anew landfill.

In DuPage, three landfills located on Forest -

Our Opinion

axes, g

Preservé District land were dosed up after they
filled up; no provision was made for any more.
‘And if the wind is right, a driver on Kirk Road or
a fan at a Cougars game knows — through his
nose — why Settler’s Hill's neighbors look for-
ward to its closing date. S
_Although the landfill may be going extinct-in
DuPage and Kane, its little -cousin, the trash

tansfer station, is proliferating. Right now the:
DuKane station in West Chicago is the only one .

in the area. More are needed. Proposals have

been made for a néw transfer station in Batavia.

and a second station in West Chicago; and a pro-

posal is expected in Carol Stream. ‘
The aroma zone around transfer stations may

be less than around landfills, since garbage 1s

képt indoors. But trade-offs include heavy truck -
gaffic around stations, more big trucks on the
interstates, higher transportation costs and, very -

soon, more locations.

The sad facts are that nobody wants to live’

near a landfill or a transfer station, but we all
generate trash.

" Proce-Pama-hlz_s- as

arbage
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Cou*ntY, library agree on sale

of former school building

By Rita Hoover 1R~ Ot‘l‘
Staff writer RQ?_;DC: blicon

The Geneva Public Library District
secured one of the last remaining available
pieces of downtown property, giving it a

- chance to retnain in the downtown area

when future expansion is necessary.
- The Kane County Board Feb. 10
approved the $1.03 million sale of county-

owned property at the former Sixth Street
- School building, 210 S. Sixth St, to the
* Library District. The county’s Executive

Committee recommended the sale Feb. 4.
The 2-acre Sixth Street property has
served various purposes since the Library

- District originally purchased it from
" Geneva Community, Unit School District

304 in 1980 for a reported $240,000. The
Library District sold it two years later to
the county for $252,000. However, the
library retained the right of first refusal for
any future sale of the property.

The building had been the home of the
Kane County Health Department until the
department moved to its new Aurora Ioca-
tion in July 2003. The 25,000-square-foot
building now houses just one tenant - the
Kane County Regional Office of
Education, which would eventually be
moved to a new location.

Last September, county officials deemed

the building too costly to renovate or
- remodel- and recommended it be put up
~ -for-sale. The issue was again raised at the_

Nov. 25 Kane County Board meeting,
where results of an appraisal showed the

i — o BR

ok

value of the property to be about $1 mil-
lion. '

With Geneva's current 27,600-square-
foot library building at 127 James St. near-
ing full capacity, and predictions that the
city’s population may double in size with-
in the next 10 to 15 years, library officials
have been keeping an eye on the future.

The library conducted a survey last year
that revealed patrons favor keeping the
library in downtown Geneva. But the
James Street site is landlocked, making’
expansion there impossible.

According to Jeanne Hintz, Geneva
Library director, the purchase of the Sixth
Street property is a first step and library
officials will continue to utilize the current
facility as long as possible, she said. .

“There are still a lot of things to be con-
sidered,” Hintz added.

She said space at the current facility has
not become “critical” yet. But the pinch is
beginning to be felt. K

“We know it's coming. Some people
don’t realize the space trunch for the chil-
dren’s department,” she said, especially
during summer youth programs.

Hintz said one of the library’s goals in
the near future is to bring in a consultant to
“help us best use the space wé have.”

Updating the former Sixth Street School
building has been deemed too costly and
library officials have said they would
demolish it when the sale is finalized. The
Library District is reportedly debt-free and
a referendum to purchase the property
would not be required.

W i, B wrem



- What’s mine is whose?
.+ ' "Dne of myfavorite john Kennedy . - - - may remove a tree from theirland. .
- * - quotes came when he referred to Nikita . Although the ordinance in its present form
_ Khrushchev’s world view. Khrushchevsaw. isnot nearly as intrusive as the original - '
- things, said Keninedy, as“What's mineis . draft, it still should raise concerns. .
. mine, what's yours is negotiable.” I thought - - The ordirtance would require property - -
 of that statement this week asI've followed - owners who wish to remove trees in order

two very different stories with the same . to facilitate construction to get more
~ common theme of property rights. . ; - " permits and of course, pay more fees, The
.. " The first concéms a small bit of land on'  object, say pro onents, isto prevent .
* - theriverfront that has been a point of :  certain types of trees (old growthor-
" contention for yéars. The lotis onlyabout 1 * specific species, for instance) from being -
'~ acte, butitincludes ashort stretch that - cut down. Another stated goal of those
" tunsnext to the river and haslongbeen . . . pushing this measure isto“educate” ' © .
" part of the Fox River bike trail. It is also . property. owners about trees, butits not -

_property that has been owned by the Gill - clear how that is to be accomplished.
amily for decades. If the Kane County * .-~ " - Asnoble asitis to want to preserve -
* Forest Preserve District has itsway that ~ trees, there are several disturbirig aspects X
‘maychange., .- .o o 10 thisordinance. First, frankly, is theidea
“In 1987, the Gills, for a nominal fee of .  thatwhat happenstoatreeon my. - ..
$10 a year, leased the bike path portion of .. propertyisanyone else’s business, Ifitis

" theirland to the district. Whenthat =~ .~ -y house, garage, yard and garden, then * -
| 'a%eement_ran outin 2002, the famnily - .-, guesswhat?ltsmytree,to0. = .
. -offered-a new lease, thistimeat$1,500a " Another problem can be phrased as -
_ month. The district balked at the price and .“Says whio?” Just who is going to be passing
 since then both parties have been - "> ;" judgment on you and your plans foryour ©
- ‘embroiled in an ongoing battle thathas .~ trees? Allowing a group of non-elected - -

- included the path being barricadedand . - busybodies to make decisions about your -
‘ legal action from all sides. . - .~ property is probably not what many of you
- Thedistrict upped thé ante last week ~  view as good government. . - S
.-when it filed acondemnation suitonthe = - The next thing to be worried aboutis
* property. Essentially, the district seeksto .. simple:Whats next? Ifyouallowa
. “seize the property from the family —and  “commission” to dictate what you dowith .
~:ataprice far lower than what the Gill's feel - ~ your trees, what's to say tomorrow doesn't
" itis worth. The Gill'svow to fight the _ - " bring the lawn and garden police, who'll
- district’s move and Lhope they prevail. . . “educate” you about what you should and -
, The Gill's showed themselvestobe - - . " shouldn’t grow. Do you suppose they’ll
_ generous citizens for many years andeven -havea fee, schedule, too? Say, $5for
- - - today allow people to, literally, trespass on. growing tomatoes because “we” approve of
. - their property. They are entitled to eithera’  tornatoes, but $100 if you cultivate lima -
- fair lease for access to their land or best ~ beansbecause “we” don't? -
. yalue for the entite lot. However, sellingor - . “This is not the benign ordinance

 leasing the land shouldbe their decisiorn. . backers would have yeu believe. Itis the - o
" and no one else’s. The district is attempting .government poking its nose where it
" whatis often called 2 land grab. Whether - doesn‘tbelong. = "~

" .donewith alawsuit or d shotgun, itsmacks Both Geneva’s tree ordinance and the

- oftheft. | - T ~ Kané County Forest Preserve District’s
" Theland in question is being referred -actions are assaults on one of our most -
to in the press and legal proceedings as.” treasured beliefs. You recall it, don't you? It's
. .“The Gill Property,” and for the bestof " the one that says sorhething about home
reasons: it’s theirs. This is more than an being castle. If these two governmental
‘ ent over how much alot of land is actions ate any indication, that notionis .
- worth, it is & challenge to therighits ofall. . not longforoursociety. . .
~ .. property gwners in Kane County. - - . M Bill Page lives in St. Charles and.
" Another challenge maycomein- . . : turites about local issues on Tuesday and ~

. Geneva, where a proposed ordinance miay. - Thursday. Calls and e-mails answeredat .| .
. dictate to property owners whetherthey - (630) 584-0809.0r. wpagg@mediawerks.org RN
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W SECTION 2

$3.6 million surplus
in budget reported

By William Presecky -
Tribune staff reporter

Although some Kane County
departments and offices exceed-
ed their budgets, the county’s fi-
| | nance | director reported
il | Wednesday that underspending
i | by afew, combined with a major
| | revenue windfall from mort.
gage refinancing, resulted in a

Kane mm__m lift from refin

with what Finance Director
Cheryl Pattelli had projected in
October when she forecasta $2.6
million surplus.

The exact surplus will not be
known for about two months,
pending completion of the fiscal
2003 audit, she said, ,

But even with some outstand-
ingbillsand with added costs in-
curred from a new labor agree- .
ment, “It will probably end up
beingless than [$3.6 million] but
not much,” Pattelli told the
County Board’s Finance Com-

" mittee,

. Recorder Sandy Wegman had
‘estimated 2003 revenue from
document-recording fees to he

. about $3.4 million but ended the

year with revenue of $5.9 mil-
lion. Much of the increase was
the result of fees for mortgage
refinancing, -

According to Wegman, the of-
fice fecorded an average of 904
documents a day in fiscal year
2003, compared with 688 a day in
2002. More than 1,000 documents
were recorded on many days,
she said. ,

With interest rates stabilizing

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

ancing boom

mittee member Don Wolfe R-El-
gin).

Board Chairman Mike McCoy
(R-Aurora) said he expects to
recommend that the surplus be
used for capital and transporta-
tion projects rather than to off-
set operating expenses.

Pattelli warned against allow-
ing the surplus to cover over-
runs hy some departments. .

“Overruns showld still e a
concern,” Pattelli said, -~ -

The 2003 budget figures attest
to the fiscal soundness of the

™
< -

X

ez

Ny
)
<
R\

N

] . county’s government, said Doug
.$3.6 million ‘general fungd sur. - More than $2.5 million of the and the rush to refinance slow- Weigand (R-Batavia), commit- -
- 1| plus for fiscal year 2003, which surplus can he attributed to the ing, the money refinancing pro-  tee chairman. :
ended-Now 30. - greater-than-expected revenue dueed has run its course, Pattel- “We are in good shape,” Wei-
The year “ended up better by generated through the county Iisaid. - gand said. . :
about ﬂ.EEHE: compared’ recorder’s office. “That game is over,” said com-
—— ' L ew el bl o W At e _I.Crer.vb. ‘(t‘CVFgWﬁ“V’a.H””WW
: . et - . © CHG 2D B oo3
. : L HoZE ¥LELEERYE g8 LSHH n,On“ B = . o
. SAEEAEE £9F BHE: 7 DELSBS RASCRR0E gRigEl Mngmmmm%mm_m: ces B
LB e S B« W. uh o 200 S0 5 g © R m S 20 gug g Sodruwk . g
Ol....maOSb o il =] [ = - . Re.m menoa Som W.l. h U o no. NS] o5 a
o~ = . Bo= 8" 58 g m,mv, B85S ® .m.mCenm.m M < SgE coQaugawlE 5.0 YES . Ed w8882 5
- =" wEE = - Sga L350 gE HoudRgBHOs g 9. @5 o .
L h n = S8 BH ea o, E B oEs r..erdmuht.zlem - C.m. a0 Sha °EAD o
o] pa...m =8 ‘..BSH mman m .I.E.SYJen enee WC OVSkm. ..m.B. m m.mae& W.ﬁ..g o e L
m k n [ wesmmemmm‘mm [T =N m ..w.mfds.l Ebwnw.m‘aﬂ.mcﬂme e\mmtenome :f....BumK ve FY%.g @
. ot - . 3 . ~ (%] —ra S 1) [+ 28 T = Ll
J A wogag BESEdE pEw o 55 cag m..m”mu..a PR B oSnz: 20 8a 3.28% 5 =y = 5
SR I e mﬁmmmmmnmm@uwm _mmwﬁmmmmm@Mﬁmmmmm,mmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmw
S TR & WW .nh.ummew.r.rm.,w S92 989 .wm.e ON.mt .W.m._uoe.m.uw.d:mem.rh‘Dd g d@ﬂdmmseenaowse
R o= U S Aw c.ma_m..me.s Wem‘.mg Tr-Lg8g g W&rnnﬂd ,mbdawmtm_nm...m.un% SREHS5E 0 o B.
. - oun CuMﬂ W.X 034 L= Snaaurn.mn% -k dO@C ..m E‘. gEO..hm et we_m M.E ChO JLSHSEEO%anh [
oW Pm e =B ﬂemdv_wemnﬁﬂsgo.mwc”ﬂw. .ma o D.mnes.me.ﬂ 5 Howm 3L Vs win = P SV..m.n.S.ln..me
~ ECESEBgHEsEma sge @258 Sefsmracady 2aBy5ES oSS
. C =i e.u.m.okwals U o TEo o8 EHEREZEYESdS o g8 = i, Hes g
g D....m..mm m.nmmnmage",wmm;aDow@muM_memmmmmmmpt:mhm.m%oemmnmmemmemmmmsmm-.mow_m
AT R re At e G G R R D PR L Gl L R
' e H9E e s ma-new..m = =Y 3 L G a8.g M.
v L W ad SEFEISE8 ERR AV | _




Aunt

150
" Progra‘m'h,e_lp's )
- geep mothers,

i ———

" GENEVA' —
mother goes (0 prison, usually
it is her children. who- suffer
. most. Maternal ‘{mprison-
| . ent. affects u {

_ {ions because children’s Psy-

| Project is named after Mary

unt N ary's Storybook Project
com%t?“a“e County Jal |

“children in touch

" similar "programs -1 more

. \When a. ~Soon

future - genera-

County Jailin 1993 asawayto
give’ i_ncar_cerated - mothers
‘more contact with their chil-
dren., supported by.. grants
‘and donations
individuals, it has inspired -
than 20 other statés, .
‘ ' Aunt',Mar'y’s ,
. _Storybookp'rojectwillbe avail- - |-
able at the Kane County Jaill. -

~ with the help of a trained -
volunteer, the “incarcerat- . | '
ed mom chooses abook that

chological health and sense of 1 age appropriate for each of
farnily is severely. damaged by her ‘children, the " ‘mother °
.the separation om .- their then audiotapesa' personal | ¢
~ mothers. " message as well as the.read- | ¢
e About. 25,000 _children in .1ng of the books for her € - .8
1" Tinois are. s parated” from dren. The books and tapes. :
L their ‘mothers. each. year: be- are sentto e children by the - -
L 3§.g'(;aj;1$é=:d_f hICar_cera_i_ti‘_b;ﬁ._fc;i__;j.-l o yolunteer - on ehalf of €| W
CUE L At Mary's Storybook mother. e Sl
| 'projectis working to makea - The books available from |’ T
o ';diff_er'ence-by_pr(')vidingbooks w}ﬁchtheinmatés can choose | ?\r
| that help -both -parent and include 2 selection of awar .
71 .child learty ‘and grow - 1o -winning titles as well as books 7.
| -gether.. . R that offer a diverse an wide | €
a5 |0 Aunt Marys, Starybook ranging look at many cultures .

‘In this way, th ther can
choose. & book that. fits her

| ‘Best, @ schoclteacher om: _
‘Brimﬁeld,”lll., who died in child’s experiences, fears, jOyS ||
-'1986andleftaheal_thyinheria andfamily_-sit'uatio_ns.‘SiIiCe_ 1.1
.| tanceto her three nieces. One of the books are gifts to.chil- |
oL oof ‘them, .Jana ‘Minor, had ‘dren who many tines have 1 i
s | been yoluntéering in prisons very few books, companions

‘|- "for 20 years.
cided to us€ ‘Aunt

as an extension of her wotk.
,'-Abute‘d_- in Chicago at Cook

The sisters de-

" money to found Companions '
_ . needed.
The Storybook ‘Project de-

provides only new books. -

Volunteers and donations
are always

— A A

For -‘mforrhatibh; call (888) |
093-6246: - - :

<« <00

——
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Shame on the Kane County Board and |} -
the 16th Judicial Court for allowing Meg
Gorecki to keep her job after her recent

s risconduct. We all make mistakes in our
countable, especially elécted officials. It's

Héld accountable
“lives and as adults, we all must be held ac-

n
e-
1
!

i

time Gorecki face her mistake like any of

If I have to read one more story-about

Meg Gorecki and her little slap-on-the-wrist

the rest of us hard-working people of Kane
County. She must resign and show integrity
and respect to the people of Kane County
who elected her. Anything else would be

unacceptable!
punishment, I will scream. We had to hear

-her whine for four long years, and then she

Won't be paid

r
f
r
!

gets this-nothing suspension. Thumbs up to

I'm so glad that Meg Gorecki only got

some of the Kane County Board members
for having the guts to vote a vacancy. The
only admirable thing I can say is that she
declined to be paid while on suspension.
Maybe there is a conscience in there after
four months. She wasn’t the one that should
have been punished. It was the ones asking
for the special favors. ;

Only four molnths
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:war tn vour long term care needs,

about 1,400 feet of b%%-g ,g).m\m\\ﬁ\\ % 7 )ﬁNL\ﬁ. \ .

- through the former Andersen

property, the district now can
link up north and south sec-

. tions of the Fox River Trail.

aeucvd

Choose trail option
that omits Gill land

In an unusual split vote last
‘month, the Kane County For-
est Preserve Commission
authiorized condemnation
of the 1-acre Gill family prop-

- erty north of St. Charles to

“preserve the integrity of the
Fox River Trail," .

At about the same time,
the forest preserve district
announced the purchase of 53

* acres of the Arthur Andersen

property that surrounds the
Gill property. .

7 The district now.owns sec-

tiohs of the Fox River Trail along .

the Fox River irnmediately north

and south of the Gill family

homestead known as Foxpatch.
With the construction of

The scenic new trail section

: would bypass Foxpatch ona

gentle grade less steep than
other sections of existing trail.
Construction of the new trail
-section is estimated to cost less
than $90,000 and would elimi-
nate any need to acquire the
Gill property by power of emi-
nent domain.

Acquisition of the Gilt prop-
erty through condemnation
in the courts could take years
and cost Kane County taxpay-
ers between $500,000 and $1
million. Also, rerouting the
trail would help solve the dis-
trict’s difficulties in leasing
the existing trail property from
the Gill family. .

- The original 15-year lease
expired in August 2000, but
the district has failed thus far
to-honor the terms of the lease
and return the property to the
landowners. _

In negotiations for a new
lease since 2000, the parties

have been as close as a few
hundred dollars per month

in rental fees. But they have
been unable to come to agree-
ment on the lease amount or
legal assurances for adequate

. trail maintenance, security,

liability insurance and other
lease provisions.

Foxpatch has been a homne to
the Gill family for four genera-
tions, and family members have
vowed to go to court, if neces-
sary, to defend their ancestral
home on the Fox River.

However, Gill family mem-
bers also have repeatedly
stated their support for the
Fox River Trail, including its
integrity and safety where it
crosses their property.

In Novemnber, district Execu-
tive Director Jon Duerr an-
nounced the closure of the
roughly 200-foot section of the
Fox River Trail crossing Fox-
patch. Yet the trail remains open
and access is unrestricted.

Unfortunately, this part of the
trail is in very poor condition
today due to river erosion, dam-
aged boundary fencing, downed
limbs, etc. Repair of the trail is

the responsibility of the district,
whose lack of maintenance of
the trajl may be putting the
safety of wail users at risk.

Now, howevey, the district has
the opportunity to reroute the
trail away from the high erosion,
high maintenance zone on the
Gill property river frontage.

The cost would be only a frac-
ton of the cost of acquiring the

Gill property.
) Clayton Gill

Formerly of St, Charles
Madison, Wis.
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Kane County Sheriff Ken Ramsey apologizes dunng a.
Saturday news conference for an officer en'or_that re-
sulted in the wrongful release of a courly Jail inmate
Friday for the second time in less than a month.

Ramsey rips jail
staff, budgetin

isoner releases

HA-15G-0Y _

By David Garbe Beczcbn N Y
STAFF WAITER - '

GENEVA — Kane County Sheriff Ken Ramsey
said Saturday he is responding to the two recent mis-
taken releases of prisoners from the c.:ou,{lty jail with a
staff “shake-up” and “disciplinary action” against spe-
cific officers. .

" At a press conference Saturday morning, Ramsey
said human errors, not lax policies, are to blame for
two incidents in which inmates were wrongly re-

om the jail. ' o
leaégggey apolc;‘gized to the public and said he takes
full responsibility for his staffs mistakes. - ]

Stll, he said, such human errors would be lees hl}e-
ly if the Kane County Board provided money 1o hire
more staff and to expand the jail's capacity.

Ramsey said there are 21 officers spread over diree
shifts at the jail's booking department, and those offi-
cers are responsible f%x; th::l 18,000 to 20,000 prison-

who pass through the jail every year.
s cguld, 1 wofid probably double that (number
of officers in the booking department),” Ramsey said.

Friday’s incident began at about 5 a.m., when a fe-
imale inmate at the jail on Fabyan Parkway-here was
released mistakenly. The inmate, 1}5-year-01d
Marceah Spikener, of Aurora, left the jail but attend-
ed a scheduled appearance in court of her own voli-

tlonGﬂ'ﬂicials at the jail realized their rpistake at about 5

‘p.m. and apprehended Spikener in Aurora at 7:30

p.m. Ramsey said Spikener was unaware her release

was a mistake and would not be charged with any

ngdoing. )
wrg sgimilllg incident accurred Jan. 29, when an in-
mate named Juan Ramirez was _released after pre-
tending to be another inmate with the same name
who was scheduled to be released that day. Ramirez

< Turn to RAMSEY, A2

From Page Al .
was found in Elgin and taken back
into custody within hours of his re-
leage,

All inmates in the jail wear a
bracelet with photo identification,
Ramsey said, and officers are sup-
posed to confirm each released in-
mate's identity and record before
opening the gates.

“If the employees had just done
what they were supposed to, this
never would happen,” Ramsey said.

He said Spikener's release was
tie result-of two mistakes. First, an

officer typed incorrect information .

into a computer file that said Spiken-
er was supposed to be released Fri-
day. Second, the officer who super-
vised her release failed to follow
procedure, which requires a check
of the inmate’s paper records.

The mistaken releases of Spiken-
er and Ramirez occurred under the

. watch of different jail officers, Ram-

sey said. He said the officer directly
respongible for Friday's mistaken
release has held the job for about
three years. '

Ramsey said about half of the 21

. officers in the jail's booking depart-

ment are being re-assigned as a re-
sult of the earlier incident.

Friday afternoon, the jail employ-
ees' union filed a grievance in re-
sponse to the transfers, which Ram-
sey said he denied. He said the
grievance is now “working its way
through the union system.”

Ramsey said he is “in the process
of determining disciplinary action to
be taken” against the officers re-
sponsible for the mistaken releases.

When asked if anyone had been
fired in connection with the inci-
dent, Ramsey said, “Not yet.”
Friday, Ramsey received prelimi-
nary résults from the internal inves-
tigation conducted after the release

. of Ramirez. Ramsey said the shei- :

iff's office is conducting another in-
vestigation into Friday's mistaken
release, o

“We will review, yet again, all of .
our procedures to see if there isn't .
something else that'can be done,”
Ramsey said. “If there is, it will be
done.” '

Ramsey was quick to add that
these mistaken prisoner releases -
are more than random slip-ups.

“There are contributing factors in
these incidents: namely overcrowd-
‘ing, understaffing and underfund-
ing,” he said. “You cannot work peo-
ple at the pace and under the condi-
tions we have here for year after
{ear without some sort of proper re-

ot ” _ _

Ramsey said the jail has been op-
erating above its prisoner capacity
for all 30 years he has been working
for the sheriff's office. The jail is de-
signed to hold 398 inmates; it is cur-
rently holding more than 500,

The County Board is examining
options for expanding the county
jail's capacity. .

An initial plan called for building
a 200-bed addition to the existing
jail. In January, a consultant recom-
mended that the county drop the ad-
‘dition plan and build an entirely new
jail facility at the Kane County Judi-
cial Center. : '

Neither County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy nor the board's Cor-
rections Committee Chairman
Karen McConnaughay could be
reached for comment-late Saturday.
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- |. . s0 they were brought into the courtroom

— ——

‘Faces .

U B plage for children.

1" Relieved of busiriess obligations;. . - '

. Burgess plunged into comrnurnity work.

| . . She joinedthe Junior League of Kane
© . and DuPage:Countigs, a philannthropic .
‘orgarization devoted tg aiding children:
.} at risk in the community. She helped - *
- tutor at Glenwgod School for Boys and .

-supported the school's Game Nights. .

%1 | - She also.read to the children at Elgin ©.° “

“: Crisis Center.- .~ -

o '.Reéently,'the'-lé"a:gﬁé_hél_ﬁé‘t_iesiébiiéh'
‘| . d'children’s waiting roem at the Kane - -

“..County Judicial Center.- < .-

- . "“Thete was ho place

for the ¢hildren;
" with théir parents,” Burgess said. . -
" “Imagine watchirig yourparents go "~

* through a divorte in court, or watching

“|-.- your father being taking away tojail: The

parents aren’t here for just traffic court,
-~ — they're hiere for bad stuff: -~ -,
7 Mitis amazing that this could be. -

happening in today’s world. We're not

8 . talking about one child a week; we're

talking about up ta 20 children a day.”."
- When the league learned about the :
" situation, its mnembéers were anxious to
~help build a place for.children to stay-

while their parents are in-court. - -

atéd {. " “The people in the courthouse and
rically | -the bar association have been'trying to

gto | i : J
.+ |’ “It's taken fouf yearsto accomplishit, - .

¢~ | butnow theroomisthere, andthe " ..

get this done for years,” Burgess;said.. -

 children are usingit.” - S
- Space was found, and the league ' .

- |." conitributed $20,000 for the project.” .
s

|- Mémbers also painted and furnished it -

D A
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.. “my'responsibility to be out

there helping others”
. " Lindsey.Burgess .. R
.. 7 - Community volunteer ::. -

- give $12,000 in continuing education

. scholarghips this year.” = -

© The'club hosts Mo»vmajb'r'jfiih.d—' -
_taisers each year. In the fall, thereisa
craft show. Burgess was in charge of the .-

: bake sale atthe show this year. .

. In the'spring, the club putson a

' fashion show. This yéar, theevent, . "~
. “Spring Into Giving,” will bé at Eagle’ ' .

" “Fashions willbe by Katizmaand . . ..~
Zinmia's. - 0 Lo T

- "Other club projects include ringing. -

_bells for the Salvation Army at. -~ .~

+ - Christmastime and collecting food tw1ce )
" ayearfor local food pantries. . . .

. . Family time . © -
- Burgess’ son, Bradley, 6, is in'first’

. grade at Coultrap School this yeat, and

"-she'is getting involved with the PTO. She’

. is home room motherfor Bradley's class.

“Kensington School. ~ -.

* ‘Wher time altows, the fa‘fnil):'f‘.g'njoys -
bike rides. - R o

They also Jove the Fox River, as, .
gvidenced by the home they recently

. Lauren;, 4, i$ in preschool at : - "

~ . built. When they first came to Geneva,

they purchased a‘small older home on a-
lovely river lot. After a number of years,-.
' they tore the house down and built their .

s . .| intime foritsfan.5opening. 7 .. - current home which they movedinto . * .
fo. - | . ‘Burgessisnow incharge of collecting lastMay. "~ -~ . - L
.~ | -booksfrom the community for the . - ““Every minute of every-day is full; but

ted | booksfrom the community, but we need -
the. - :|” so mary, weé are now collécting gently -
el - used books,” Burgess said. “Schools
T often have book drives, and-members of
d . the community are always calling me to-
o give me books:" Co L
isle’y . L. . o ' ..

T 0 Helping the commumty -
mum - { . Another group dear to Burgess' heart
my is the Geneva Mother’s Club. =
hes: - “| .- “We raise money to distribute among:
ha® _t° manycommunity charities,” she said. -
. 1 “Wegivealittlemoney in alot of places,
at” If there is 2 need when someone is sick, - -
" | orsomeone dies in the community, we

of " help out. We've supported Glenwood .

n | Schoolfor Boysand Lazarus House, -
ghit among others. = o

e - |~ ~-"One of our major programsis.’ ...

B ~ room. Each child receives abookas- -
soe SRS .

" hefsheleaves, . .

oAt first, we tried to dbtain new .

- - awarding college scholarships for- L

there is a special satisfaction in getting -

.. involved with philanthr_opic‘aqtiviﬁes,” ‘

_Burgess sdid.. -

“It makes you feel good, you make -
" {tmost. - Tee e
* “There are children who need help
right here in our community. My heart
goes out to.these kids. Little moments. ..
. ¢an be very touching - like when I wa$
reading to the children at the Elgin - -
Crisis Center and this little boy just.

. came over and hopped into my lap.

Tt’s so stimulating to be at a meeting
and listen to what some women are -
doing. You realize how much you cando
and what a difference you can make.”

If you know somieone who should be
- featured in' Kane County Faces, send your
story idea to Gail Jardine c/o Lifestyles, .- -
+.-1000 Randall. Road, Geneva, IL 60134 or
e-mail lifestyles ®@kcchronicle.com.

" Geneva ngh ,Sk:hooi Studéﬁts.Wéﬁr‘ﬂ'l R

friends, you help the children who need . *- .



‘_""oroner S C offlce
. f;_'to go apeﬂess
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Executwe Committee gives nod
to automated database system

By TOM SCHLUE'I'ER
" Kane County Ch.tomcle '

‘ GENEVA
1 County Goroner’s office will go

paperless May 1 after’an-auto--
- rnated > database ‘gystem ' e-,
ceived 4 positive review Friday .
ftomﬂleExecunve Cormmttee. ‘
- .. Because: the ~program’s .
onl}r cost ‘will be ‘monthly.

- wireless, service charges that
will be absorbed in the coro-

viras needed for a group of pri-
. vate technology firms to begin

"] - setting up an'automated data -

| base system for the oﬂice
Monday. -
o Kime Gummo,.semor ac-

: + countexecuuveforCDW G, the

. goverriment arm o6f Computer
DiscountWarehouseg, said there
is not an autonated database’

for a coroner’s office anywhere -
Country, CDW-G,.

in " the’

Business Systems Engineering

'} Inc, Toshiba and Sprint c devel-
oped the database. .

: The- companies will pro-

" 'vide hardware and software’

valued ‘at $94,000 to .the

county atno cost. The compa-,

- nie§ beriefit by being able to

_ show other government agen- -
cies and private firms how the -

database operates

The coroner’s office wﬂl-_

benefit because it will be able
to fill out one form that will
“fnigrdte to the 23 different
. forms that must be completed
when someone dies. }
_ .- Currently, the investigat-
mg deputy must fill out each
form md.wtdua]]y :
- “That in and of ltself will

" save a tremendous amount of

—TheI\ane_

steps .

replaced.

. Because of ‘that, proof of

.the labor cost savings will be ",
documented in press releases,
‘streaming video and on aWeb

site, shesaid.”” -

.- Thefirstyear, the on]y cost
to the county willbe $2,160 for
nine months for six wireless

-cards that will transrmt datato

the office.
Costs the second and third

years will be $9,730 for each |
year, which’ includes $2,880 "

for 12 months of wireless serv-

ice--and. $6 850 for mainte-

nance.’

receive- the six laptop com-

‘puters. Also, "the county re-

ceives six Logitech pens that
‘contair cameras and central
processing units that record
what has been written and
can be downloaded to the
data base.-

The coun‘qt will keep the )

hardware even if it drops out
of the program, Gumirio said. -

The-hardware ‘alone will

prowde a savings- to the

_county because the’ ofﬁce was;

scheduled to. receive new

_desktop computers this year.

' See PAPERLESS page 2

The ability to prove ‘acost -
-"savmgs will help the cornpa- .
nies sell the program-to other' K
. agencies, Gumino said.-
ner’s anriual hudget o vote

The - coronel‘s ofﬁce will .

staff t1me," Cotoner Chuck .
: West gaid. ’ _

- Finance Cormmttee Cha::— .
man Douglas Wetgand said
toward- . automation
often do not save money and.
sometimes end upbeing more-
costly than the processes they

) cemﬁcates,

‘.Papertess

Contmued from page 1

Documents that

scene investigation reports, §
toxicalogy reports; patholo- . §

gist reports, reports of death. §
résulting from fatal car

crashes, a list of personal ef-
fects, medication and phar- |
maceutical inventory, death '
burial - certifi
cates and crematory certlﬁ-
cates. '

County oﬁ'ictals wxll de-’

" ¢ide in ayear ortwo whether

to expand the papetless con-
_cept to other departments’

'such as transpoxfatmn and’
. health. - ‘

_Guming said she dscl not .

‘ know how: much it would
_tost to outfit those depart:’

‘ments with the technology :

“Each department’s program

“would have to be figured in-

: dividually because of -the

-different services they pro-

" vide'and the number. of em-,
ployees

the' [
‘coroner-must fill out at the - #
time of death include death - §



= During watei' erisis: Call
center was running well,
mayoral candidate says

By Dave Pamo
STAFF WRITER

72 AURORA — Mayoral candidate Tom

" Wayoral candi-

- date Tom Weis-
"+ nier says his deci-
- glon to teave the

city had nothing
ta do with the re-
cent boil order.

resign from City Hall during the water-
boil crisis, saying he left oversight of the
city’s customer-service ceater in good

subsided.
" Weisner, who left his job Thursday as
Aurora's director of community services

Weisner is defending his decision to,

hands after the initial flood of calls .

Sl B e

and outreach, has been criticized by his
opponents for jumping ship during an
emergency. The Customer Service
Center, which runs the 264-INFO line
fhat took thousands of calls after the boil
order was issued, is within Weisner’s
department but has its own manager.
Weisner said he worked with call
center manager Cecilia Soto the first day
of the boil order and through the first
weekend to establish emergency
operations, but Soto managed the center

“ from that point on with very capable staff

members under her, -

“I didn’t leave my position in'such a
way to leave that part of the city
operations that I dealt with in any sort of
hindered condition,” Weisner said

Weisner defends timing of resignation

Monday. “I think what we find is that
(the call center) was one of the bright
spots in the problems that arose last
week,” : '

The other mayoral candidates have -
tried to turn Weisner's decision into a .
political advantage, accusing him of
abandoning the city during a time of
need, regardless of whether he left a
capable manager in charge.

“Tt doesn't erase the fact that he is her
boss,” said candidate Bill Wyatt, echoing
statements made by fellow mayoral
contenders Richard Irvin and Angel
Hernandez. “He quit at a time when the
city was on alert.” .

& Turn to WEISNER, A2

public and coordinating with other
call centers. :

The Customer Service Division
shiould not have been expected to
contact aldermen about the
sikiation, he said. '

. “Let me say'quite clearly that,

while I think it is important that
_ aldermen be kept informed during
situations like the one we
experienced Friday, that simply
could not be one of my functions,
por will it be in the future,” Weisner
wrote in the Feb. 10 e-mail, which
was obtained Monday through the
Aldermen's Office.

‘The memo apparently further
strained a relationship between
Mayor David Stover and Weisner
that had been growing tense as
Woeisner started to become serious
about his run for office.

~ “It was apparent that conflict
would develop as Tom's vision for -
the city may have differed with
Mayor Stover’s, and it apparently
came to a head,” said Alderman
Chris Beykirch, 8th Ward. “It's
obvious that there's a growing rift
between Tom and the mayor.”

- Weisner said the letter was
simply an e-mail to aldermen
explaining a situation and
responding to a question. - :

Stover said he could not -
comment on personnel issues.

'fUnfortunately, I am at a
disadvantage,” the mayor saidina
staterent. “Due to privacy laws, T
am unablé to discuss Mr. Weisnet’s
worls record or work performance.”

WEISRER

From page AL

Weisner dismissed his
opponents’ criticism, saying they
would find a way to speculate on his

‘resignation whether it happened

. Jast week or sometime in the future.
‘Weisner said he always had planned
to step down at some point and
focus on his campaign for mayor in
spring 2005.
~“T will leave. the- negative
speculation’to my opponents,
because | want to get my positive
message to the public,” Weisner said.

E-muatl ﬂ;o!'aldei'men

In an e-mail written to aldermen
two days before his departure,
Weisner défended himself from
accusations that he did not call the
aldermen to let them know about
the water contamination. Some
council members felt they were not
contacted quickly enough.

Weisner wrote that he had the
responsibility to “optimize the city’s
ability to take calls from the public”
and construct messages to place on
cable Channel 10 and the city's Web
site; During the first weekend of the
boil order, the city answered -
between 11,000 and 12,000 calls at
various lecations. A :

; Throughout that first weekend,
" Weisner said he.was helping to

schedule volunteer call-takers,
" updating information to give to the

XY LS



! a month and the fifth time in

|ijudgment of my officers,”

.o R

" - | realize she had gone ta court |.

| jailed for violation of proba-

| uwled court date Friday, where

(Error frees |
| 2nd inmate

at Kane jail
Assoclated Press : '
An inmate in the Kane|
County Jail has been mistak-
enly released, the second time |
such an error hashappened in |

four years, authorities said.
- “1 am truly cutraged and
embarrassed at the lapses in |

Sheriff Ken Ramsey said dus-
ing a news conference Satur-
day. . : :

While Ramsey said he will
“not rest until this problem is
rectified,” he said the problem
| is exacerbated by. jail over-
crowding, understaffing and a
lack of funding. ' :

Marceah Spikener, 35, of Au-
rora mistakenly was set free
around 5 a.m. Friday, and au-
thorities didn’t realize the
mistake until 12 hours later. .

. Ramsey said Spikener,

tion on a drug charge, was not
a threat to the public and ap-
peared onher own for a sched-

a judge officially released her.
Sheriff’'s deputies did not

and apprehended her indown- | .
town Aurora late Friday .
They released her after-de-
termining she had appeared

before the judge.
Friday’s incident is under
investigation. _ .
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Cooperation brings pewer to people

 ComEd has decided to back off on a prop_osal
a@g\% to install a high-voltage power line, with all of
T its 80- to 120-foot towers, along Randall Road
after several area communities and private citizens .
objected. A new plan would extend present lines to
get power where itis needed. The utqlty wﬂl host an
open house later this month to explain tlie new pro-
posal. We give a THUMBS UP to ComEd for listening

‘to people’s concerns and responding in a coopera-

tive manner.

| G

' Movie night BeciCON NEVS
- The past few Tuesday nights Bill Wyatt
has sponsored Classic Movie Night at the

i Paramount Theatre, and it was absolutely

! fabulous. I can't tell you how much fun my

+  daughter and I have had by watching those
. movies. I's just so much fun, and I hope he
t ' gets elected mayor of Aurora. :
Eileen McNellis, Oswego
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‘Sheriff upset; -
Kane jail lets -
inmate go by
mistake again

—r— Y 17 .
:")r’AF:aan:; @g;l CD/‘-”"é :

GENEVA — Authorities at the Kane County jail

" discovered Friday morning they mistakenly had -
" released a female inmate. It was the second such

incident in the Jast month.

The prisoner, Marceah Spikener; 35, was locat-
ed and taken back into-custody at 7:30 p.m., Sher-
iff Ken Ramsey said. ; '

" He added that, after her mistaken release,
Spikener appeared as scheduled for a court hear-

for a 2002 violation of probation on a drug charge.

“l am outraged as much as the general public in
this breach of security and trust,” Ramsey saidin a
statement issued about Spikener’s release. ‘T am
angry and embarrassed that this incident hap-
pened. [ will do everything in my power to see that
it doesn't happen again.” - : :

He scheduled a meeting of his entire command
" gtafffor this morning. :

Friday’s accidental release was a repeat of a sim-
{lar incident on Jan. 29, when an inmate named
Juan Ramirez was released from the jail after he
pretended to be a different prisoner with the same
name. : ‘ -

Ramirez also was apprehended within hours of
his accidental release. Ramirez was being held in
the jail on charges of battery to a child. .

Sheriff Ramsey attributed the escapes to jail
staff not following proper procedures, as all in-
mates are required to wear identification badges.

“A similar mistaken release incident occurred at
the Kane County jail in August of 2001 because of
a miscommunication with another police agency. -

In August of 2001, another miscommunication
resulted in a prisoner being released from a state
jail when he was supposéd to be transferred to the
Kane County jail. Both inmates weére quickly re-

captured. ' -

ing Friday of her own volition. Spikener wasinjail -

ar

it

J|Coron

1

"oner’s
office.to

i
P

Tribune staff reporter: -

companies wascleared Friday

ner’s office as a'model for ho

other paperladen .gover:

ment agencies can make the

transition to the digital age.

y On Monday the group will
€gin Installing a fully elec-

tronie clatabasg"system for the

cor%xﬁer’s office.

“The goal hére is to take

i{{gng Couqty Daperless,” said

w?tlllw. C%u‘;rnénp, "] an executive
- In Vernon Hi

lead member oty

half-dozen suppliers and man-

: ufacturers that oined to make

thg ?ffer to Kane. .

the more than 20 '
departments surveyed %oyu?htg
group, “The coroner had the
greatest and mast significant
need,” Gumino said, -

In exchange for installing

- | the estimated $100,000 ¢
_ stimated $106, ystem,
.. {. the group will be fermitted to

“publicize the pilot project and

J totout it as a tempiate £
_ tem or oth-
'} er government units, Gumigo‘ :

said she expects Kane's sys.

May1, :

“Kane will be &' signific
case study” she ;garid. %‘I;E
doesn’t get any more-state-of-
the-a'.,xt than this for zerg dal-
lars,” gshe told the County
Board Executive Committee
Coroner Chuck West safd
the offer couldn't be better
timed for an officé that is as
chronically short 6n funds as
it is Jong on paperwork. o

and data storage and sharing)

system that was obsglet
years ago,"” he said. ¢

to use the Kané County coro-

the roughly |

tem to be fully operational by .

“We’ve been trying for thr -
- | years toresolvethe'problem?:? -
replacing a (record-keeping

go digital

/in Kane .14+
5 oy Vitiom prosecey CTHCASS

Tr

A consortiun of technology -



‘Fox Valley in 60 seconds 5./

‘Memorial service today:

Amemorial service is scheduled .
-to be held today for RobertR.
Hinlde I, 34, of St. Charles, . -
who died Friday in a fire at his
home. The service will be at 10
a.m. at St. Patrick’s Catholic

 Church in downtown St.

Charles, In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made to
Cooks Manor, 124 Sangamon -
St., Chicago. For more informa-
tion, call Yurs-Wittenberg
Funeral Home of Geneva, (630}

2327337, Hinkle is survived by

his parents, Robert and Patricia
Hinkle, a brother, Fric, and a
sister, Jennifer.

Davoust earns endorsements:
Kane County Sheriff Ken
Ramsey and county board
Chairman Mike McCoy
announced Monday they
support Mark Davoust to rep-
resent District 14 on the Kane
County Board. McCoy, who is
not running for re-election,
said in a statement released
by Davoust's campaign that -

. Davoust “has taken the time, "~

to educate himself on the
issues.” Also endorsin;
Davoust: county boar
member John Hoscheit, St.
Charles Township Supervisor
Jerry Swanson, Geneva Town-
ship Supervisor Pat Jaeger and
Geneva plan commissioner
Doug Cuscaden. Last week
Pavoust was endorsed by the
¢ o -

" before leaving wi

mayors of St. Charles, Geneva
and Batavia. He faces Arney 8il-
vestri in the March 16
Republican primary for the
county board seat, which rep-
resents parts of St. Charles and
Geneva townships. The winner
will face Pernocrat Elaine Stern
in November. ' ‘

Home Invasion arrests;

" Two Aurora men have been -

arrested in connection with a
home invasion that occurred
Dec. 29 in Aurdra Township,
according to the Kane County
sheriff’s office. Tony A. Chil- .
dress, 20, and Merrill A.
McGhee, 23, both of 1412 Jeri-
cho Circle, each were charged
with two felony counts ofhome
invasion. About 10:10 p.r. on
Dec. 29, deputies responded to
a residence on the 500 block of

. Beckwith Averiue, Two men

had knocked on the front door

. of ahome and, after a resident

answered, one of the men hit
the resident on the head and
an arm with a pipe, while the
other man pointed a handgun,

* police said. Then, themen -

the home
about $100
cash, police said. An investiga-
tion led to the arrests of
Childress and McGhee, who
remain in Kane County jail,
Bond was set at $300,000 for
Childress, who will appear in
couit Feb. 25. Bond was set at

rummaged throu

21709
; "Lf' H.f/a,(f'(f

 $325,000 for McGhee, who is

scheduled to appear in court
March 5. -

Why Elgin's water is safe: -
Both Elgin and Aurora supply-
their residents with water
drawn from the Fox River,

but only Aurora last week
faced serious bacteria prob-
lems that required people to
boil their water before drinking
it. So why didn't Elgin have the
same trouble? According to
Larry Deibert, Elgin's water
department director, the city
last week did notice elevated
levels of ammonia in the water
it was taking from the Fox
River. But he said Elgin quickly
added more chlorine to the

_water supply to neutralize the

negative effect excessive
ammonia can have on overall
quality. Deibert said such fluc-
tuations in-thie water’s chem-
istry are common and typically

" don't threaten the water supply.

He said Elgin responded to the
higher levels of ammonia, '
which can be harmful in large
doses, so service to houses and
businesses never was affected.
Elgin has not issued any alerts
about its water and has not
requiréd residents ta boil their .
water recently. In addition to
providing water to its own resi-
dents, Elgin supplies water to
Sleepy Hollow and parts of
Bartlett. ‘

? bk
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Chron iclo Kane County Notebook T
Budget excess' 1s good
and bad for the county

ByTOM SCHLUETER
*+  Kane County Ch:omcle

As mth most things in

- .governmerit, the county’s -

- budget surplus isnot exactly

‘what it seem§tobe.

. ‘While having more money
than expected can'be a good

-ing revenue has the'effect of
depriving some offices and

" departments of moriey for
their own programs. -

: Of course, it is impossible

1" to predict outside forces, such

- as the low interest rates that:

encouraged many homeon-
.wers to refinance, which

broughtin $2.5 million more . '

than expected.

_ Also, some of the oﬂices
over spent their budgets.in
2003. (There is a difference

" between “departments” and

. “offices” — department heads

.are appointed by the county

. board chairman. The heads of
" offices are eIected by the vot-

- €r$) ‘

get — this is police protec-

- tion, the road deputies and

' mvestlgatlons —-'Was over- °
spent by more than $1 mil- |

! lion.The ]a.ll budget was

For exarnple, Shenff Ken -
‘Ramsey’s pubhc safety bud-
" .in moré revenue than their
' budget overages. )

overspent by $?54 000
Ramsey’s budget was arti-

’ -ﬁc1allyluw1n2003 and for’' .

2004 received 14 percent and
20 percent increases in both

- budgets. . .

5tll, it Has to be aconcern-
‘when some of the offices are
. spendmg more than they are-
thifig, not accurately project- -

giveri, .
County. board Chaxrman
Mike McCoy noted that the

- only department under his

control that went over budget

" was Information Technolo-

gies, and that is because of

- the crying need for updates in

the county's computer sys-
tems..

ThelT department was

$30,395 over its $1. 7 mllhon

- budget.

Offices over budget in-
clude the sheriff, the coroner
($14,817 out of 2 $537,000°
budget), the state’s attorney
{$266,316 out of $3.4 million),
county clerk ($8,866 out of -

$627,544), circuit clerk
' ($106,489 out of $3.4 million).

~ Thestate’s attorney’s and
circuit clerk’s offices brought

* x¥

The Ilhnols State

" Geological Survey horiored

: three Kane County officials -

with the survey’s Outstanding .
External Cooperator Award: .
McCoy, Development Depart- -

-ment Executive Director™

Philip S. Bus'and Water Re- |

-sources Department, Director °
_ Paul M. Schuch. -

According to the ISGS, the

_award was presented for sig-
= nificant support of research
. by the agency and by the
< Nlinois State Watér Survey to -

provide a scientific basis for
water resources planmng n

-Kane County.
. Faced with 51gmﬁcant

population growth and poten-

.. tial shortages of water, the:
- three men secured $1.8 mil-
‘lion to map the county’s .

groundwater Tesources.
. ExE .

“The Kane County Demo- :
crats are having their annual
Harry S. Truman dinner at 4
p.mn., Feb. 22 at Waiter Payton's

. Roundhouse 295N, Broadway
. {Route 25}, Aurora, =~ . '

. Guests will be Lt. Gow. Pat’
Quinn, Secretary of State Jesse

_ ‘Whife and state Rep Linda
' ,C')hapa-LaVIa D-Ausora.

Tickets are $50 each ora_

. .tableof 10 for $500....." . . -
. Information is avallable by

ca.lhng [630) 544-4478
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® Drink up: Officials believe
high ammonia level in the
Fox River diluted chlorine

- that keeps tap water safe

By Steve Lord 2~ o U7
CSTMFWATER B EQ CON reLS
AURORA — By about 4 p.m. Sunday, Aurora
. city officials wére trying to forget about this
time, and look forward to next time. :
The next time, that is, that i
ammonia levels in the Fox River Insid
Tise high enough to atfect the IMSIGE
chiorine levels used by the clty wihat todao”
to help turm river water into safe  ta gat home
-drinking water, Officials are  water back
falrly sure that ls what forced “ta romasl, © -
the city Feb. 6 to order all city Page AB
water  for consumption
ses be boiled for five minutes,
e order was lifted about 2:30 pm. Sunday.
Because these ammonia tevels are likely to
rise again sometime, the Water Department is
ready to make adjustments, : T
“We can't contro! e ammonia in the Fox
River,” said Arnie Eggleston, superintendent of
the water treatment facility. “There was a spike
in a 24-hour period, and we dou't even know
how high it weat But naw we can adjust the
levels of chlerine in the water when this

hag?%ns.' : . .

¢ equipment is ajready installed,™ said
Robert Rieser, public worke director. “Its now
on an alarm basis, if the prechlorine levels ever
get to where they were again, We've added
more telemetry, more eguipment, more
dizgnostics, to prevent this from ever
‘happening again.” - : :
AOK for third straight day

S0 it was that the second largest city in the
state breathed a sigh of relief and took a big,
deep drink. It happened after the third
consecutive day of test results showed no
contamination of the city’s water supply.

The order was issucd after tests showed the
presence of E. coli bacteria in the water supply.
Since then, no testshave shown the presence of
this potentially harmful bacterium. City officigl
took the advice of the Tilincis Environmental
Protection Agency to wait for that third day
before declaring an end to the boil arder.

*1 agreed with the EPA's assessment to
malte certain the water supply was safe,” said
Mayor David Staver. "1 appreciate everyone’s -
patience in the city of Aurera” :

4 Turn o BOIL, ARG

BOIL

From page Al

City afficials believe the high level of
ammenia in the Fox River combined with
the chlorine and lessened the chlorine's
eflectiveness in kiling bacteria, according
to Eggleston, But during this past week,
officials said they examined every part of
the water gystem, including the clearwells,
where treated water is stored before being
disseminated for drinking, and the earbon
filters. One clearwell was talken out of use
and Inspected for Jeales by a diver, and all
the carbon filters were changed, |

*Any part of the system that was suspect

was taken out of the loop,” Riesersaid. “To

minimize the possibility of anyone getting
infected, we took 500 samples, which is
way more than we would normally take.”
Aurora officials said the other city that
takes drinking watér from the Fox River —
Elgin — also experienced higher than
normal ammonpia levels and increased its
chlorine Yevel by 35 percent. Aurora
officials sald Elgin workers helped Aarrora
pinpoint what happened. Rieser said the
situation that caused the problem took a

short time. But the boll order lasted as

long as it did because the city had to purge
iis system of infected water, which took
about four days. .

“We have 500 miles of water mains,” he
said. Also, it takes 24 hours to get the
results of every water test taken.

Rieser said the “hard wark” by city

, employees atthe h;utmmt plant “probably

saved a real erisis.

o illnesses reported

Mary Lou England, Kane County Health
Department director, agreed, saying a.

Getting water
back to normal

How fo tum the water back on, accord-
ing to the Kane County Health Depart-
ment:

m Building owners should fush water
lines by affowing bath the hot and cold
water to run for three to five minutas at
sach fixture. .

= Clean all faucets and aerators on thase
faucats, . .

m Dispose of all Ice cubes made with okt
tap water. :

w Replace or clean fllters on faucet filtra
tion systems or whole house filters, 1ol
lowing manufacturer's instruciions.

w Be wary of possible scams by address-
ing additional questions to the health
department, or fo a licensed plumber.

survey of hospitals and doctors showed
there was no fllness connected to the water
supply sihuation.

*It just didn't oceur, with all the work
done on the technical side,” she said.

England also said she doubts there will
be any loog-term effect, or any future
iltpess that could be incubating.

[ don't foresee that.,” she said. “The
shutdown was quick enough.”

Health Department officials on Feb. 6
began contacting restaurants about the
gituation, England said within two hours,
afficials from the Kane, DuPage, Will and
Kendall health departmeats had notified
more than 500 restaurants about the boil
order.

She said within the first 24 to 36 hours,
every restaurant had been inspected and

taken some kind of action, .
Most of them stayed open, using bottled
water and soda, and boiling water. Stover -
conceded the boil order was an “economic -
hardship” for business. He said the city
estimated about 20 percent. of the
restaurants closed down that first night,

. although most of them reopened during

the week

One that stayed open was Mayberry’s
Pancake House, on North Lake Street
Manager Patrick Hasapis said the beil -
order was a hardship “at first"

“But like anything else, you adjust,” he
Zaid. “We had to'do whatever we had to

o."

Stll, when informed the boil order was
over Sunday afternoon, his first reaction
was cauien, His first move was to use the
telephone to call the Health Department
and get confirmation. -

For some businesses, it was an
opportunity to help. City officials said
Sparkling Spring, Dominick’s and Medjer
donated bottled water and helped make .
gure senior citizen facilities and the
schools had enough, ’

More inspections planned

Stover s0id inspection of the water
treatment facility is not finiched. He
promised during the next four weeks city
officials would “go back and re-examine
everything.* He said aer that, a full report
would go to the City Council, making its
way through the commitiee process.

“We want to get ¢loser to what
happened,” the mayor said. “We are almast
sure, but not 100 percent positive. There
will be 2 lot that will follow, a lot that we
have to deal with.

“It was a difficult thing for us to go
through. But at the end of the day, what we
witnessed was the ¢ity coming together.”
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Geneva business forum

2ran1cle

E ':M;CCOnnaaghdy, Meadath -
both unopposed in-primary.. .

* Meadath made the remarks

" {. Friday moming at' a Geneva,

‘|- chamber: of Commerte busi--
nessforum. ’ '

MoConnisughsy, a county
“board - membet from St

.Charles, said the county’s roleis ”

changin

*We need to provide refional
leadership.” SR

| nity for business leaders and.
i chamber memberstoaskques--

tions ‘of the two candidates.
. Neither faces primary éppasi-
. Meadath-" said he would
bring county board rmembers

together to’ curb political bat-

tles. He touted his businessex-

- periencé. L .
. He said . board’ mernbers | aid.

|.'must “refocus *priorities. and’
"wurktogether: - 7 -
o eI yni are elected, your pri-
" mary focus should be that job,"
he said. “We have got to stop

- this partisan-fighting. That is’

not representing the people.”

McConnaughay said the

root of the problem is money. -
“The elected officials don't

-1, trust the counhfy board,” she.

said. “It has mote to do with
cq;nmmicaﬁnn."maxis a fairly

i

.‘_Said.‘ o

- By DAN CHANZIT easy thing to
" Kane County Chrozicle =t
Both
. GENEVA — - The tandidates
Democratic candidate for Kane spoke on a
County Board chairman said he” handfil of
does not like the way county B localissues.
governmentisrun. .. o il . Meadath
B ‘;I'he- om.:imy btt})lard has B - said he sup-
made me mad over the years,” . ports & mu-
© . ey, 88id Tom Mea- WcConnaughay :l: icipal
- ‘dath, ra St .- - . - broadband
- Charles tesi- X utlity, which
dent - whose' ] would en-
‘campdign ifi-courage
% Y agalinst competition.
| TR Republican i ‘and- help
Aren ‘McCorinaughay - will A -lure - busi:
iheg'nmea.mestaﬁertheMa:ch' nessestathe ..
i6primary: * v _ S - Tri-Cites:
- "“Government -should run - - Yo've
"{' like a well-oiled nonprofit o1~ .Meadath E_-_.gct to have
ganization, Meadath said. L . .. brpadband’

Meadéi:ll{ said: *Most residents
are stuck with dial-up. Maost
businesses don't have the op-

- portunityto. have that.”

. McConnaughay’ propﬂses
creating several commissions
and committées to tackde eco-

g. . .l nomic, transportation and de- .
_+“The county needs to View . T
4ts vole differently” she sald. .-

velopmentissues. .

" fWeneeda mitich stronger
economic . - dévelppment

A group”. she. said. "Fhe board
The forlamn was an Cpport-
d. closely” with the eounty’s mu-

mennbers’ job is to waik more

nicipalides., .~ .7 .. -~

" In hindsight, McConnaug-
hay said the county should
have- developed a secondary
road system.to easecongestion

.in the commercial corridor

alung Randall Road.’
| “Growth caught up with us
when'we weren‘t'look:ipg." she -
2 R
: Sheurged school districtsto
becorie mare iiwalved. " ¢
.. “"They are hot.as active in

thie process as they should be,” .
.shesaid. "Schoolsneedtobean .- *

active participant from the be-

B - .
‘Meadath.saidsit all comes

* down to cooperation and com-
‘munication. T

% "Ifwe arenottalking, weare
not getting things_done,” he
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State senators

foresee

liincis

‘debt meé‘w@w

2lb-04 Begcon
By Daniel Duggan nar,e)s

STAFF WRITER

1f a family had the equivalent of
an entire year's salary in credit
card debt — and was just spend-
ing its paychecks — the family
would be on its way to some seri-
ous debt trouble, according to
state Sen. Chris Lauzen,
- Watching Ilinois’ budget
process unfold, Lauzen, R-Aurora,
said he sees the same problem on
the horizon for the state. .

*This state is about five years ° j

" away from a complete debt melt-
down,™ he said, “It's no different
than a family too deep in debt and
close to the point where I'd say
they're dead meat.”

Lauzen laurched a criticiem of
Demeeratic Gov, Rod Blagojevich
and his administration during a
press conference recently in his
Aurorz office, saying their money
bnrrowmg practices.are “irre-
‘sponsible.”

The state took out $10 bllhon in
new bonds last year, adding to 59
billion of existing debt. Lauzen
said having $19 billion borrowed
with $26 billion in revenues is it-

- self a problem — although not as
big a problem as the fact none of it
will be repaid until 2033.

He called the system “back-
loaded” and supplied figures
showing that no payments on the
debt will be made while Blagoje-
vich is in office.

“We're spending it, not paying
it back, and pushing it off on 2
generatwn 20 years away, hc

deht IS paid off.”

Reform-bill pushed

' * Lauzen is one of three local sen-
ators who collaberated on a bill
they hope will bring reform to the
borrowing process.
Rauschenberger, R-Elgin, and

Pam Althoff, R-Crystal Lake, are

among the bill's co-sponsors.

Senate Biil 3097 pushes a hand-
ful of reforms for the state’s bor-
TOWIng process.

The governor would be forced
to have *level payments,” mean-
ing payments on the debts would
‘have to be made while he is in of-
fice, under part of the legislative
proposal, Lauzen said. -

"He'll have to take his medicine
while he’s with us,” he said.

‘When Jim Edgar was governar,
Lauzen said, he borrowed $6 bil-
lion and pa:d back 56 billion.
George Ryan borrowed an extra
$6 billion but paid back only $3
billion while in office, leaving

. Blagojevich to deal with the $9 bik

licn debt, he said.

*“But this guy borrowed $10 bil- l

lion and woa't pay back any while
he's in office,” Lauzen said.
" In addition, the governor would
not he allowed to have “debt holi-
days,” Lauzen said. That refers to
governments borcowing money to
make payments on existing debt,
The bill would require competi-
tive-bidding for bond issues,
which, l.auzen sa.ld would reduce
the fees paid to
the companies

bonds.

Lauzen com-
pared the bor-
rowing to
every man,

Steve.

woman ° and

w2 child in Illinois

‘ P having put
NS $1,000 en a
State Sem, Chris  credit card. At
Lauzen says - the 5 percent
nois isteo deep - interest rate
in debt, under which °

, the state has "
borrowed each 51,000 will cost

$4,300 at the end of 30 years, he
said.

While admitting the proposed
bill wouldn't change everything
overnight, Lauzen said it would
shorten the period of time it

would take to repay the loan —-

meaning the hypothetical $1,000
would be paid back in 25 years
rather than 30 years, costing
$3,300 instead of $4,300.

Consideration unlikely

Rauschenberger said he doubts
the bill even will be debated on

- that issue the ..

the Senate fldgr, predicting that it .

will be batiled up in committee by

the General Assembly’s Demiocra-

tic majority.

“T am hoping this will sensitize
the public,” he said. “It’s also
telling Gov. Blagojevich that he
should at least be held to the same
standards as other governors.”

He said borrowing is pushing

_all the problems into the future.

“His people just want to get
through the next election without
Taising taxes, he said. "It's very
shortsighted.”

Rauschenberger said small
children in lllinois will grow up
and have to pay for Blagojevich's
debt Future governors will have
to grapple with the payments, ei-
ther by making dramatic spend-
ing cuts or rajsing taxes.

"You can do what you want with
the moaey we're spending today,”
he said, “but ler’s not obligate fu-
ture g-enerahons to deat with our
problems.”

“This state is about five years away from a
complete debt meltdown. it's no different
_than a family too deep in debt and close to
the point where I'd say they're dead meat.”

Chris Louzen, stote senator
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McCoy: Jail sr;_afu
not a funding 1ssue

e

@ Inmates wrongly freed:
Kane County Board

chairman respondg a oA %
to sheriff's complaints R
_— 5
- By Steve Lord ‘ “
_ STAFF WRITER . . . y 3. N MoCor
— A 89 million budget - Co Board Chairman Mike
crf(:}aEZIEgrPér lﬁsYeafS should be sa:snghedﬁ Ken Ramsey's inmate -
" i problems arent funding problemns.

h.
w’?‘ﬁt is the Ie%}}-nﬂ(g lb(/lang ]((:ounty
Chairman Mike McCoy, S
E;):d said he had when he heard crit
cism this past weekend of board fund-
- ing of the Kane County jail. s
McCoy responded to comimen

from the weekend by Kane County;
Sheriff Ken Ramsey, who sald_].ack uf
funding to hire enough corrections oF
ficers contributed to the atmosphere

RAI

tease of
that caused the wrongful re
two prisoners in the past several

e criticized his own eftrnplo‘;]—
. : i :
es for setting the prisoners e

?nistake but also said, “There are cotn-

tributing factors in these incidents:

4 Turn to JAL, A2

JAIL

From page A1

. x[‘
namely overcrowding, under-
. staffing and underfunding.”
McCoy said budgets for
sheriff's office and the jail have-
increased more percentage-wise
than any ather county budget, mare
than the jail population’and more
than the county’s population overall,
“I'm just saying you can't blame
the board for guys getting out of
jail,” McCoy said, “By saying we're
underfunding the jail, it's like saying
we're ignoring the need.”
McCay released a graph and
budget breakout Tuesday that
showed county funding for adult
corrections went from about $5°
million in 1394 to $14 million in 2004.
The budget at the jail last year
was more than $12 miilion, but
- McCoy said the sheriff outspent
that by almost §1 million. That's
why, far 2004, McCoy set the
budget at $14 million.
“It will be pretty hard to outspend
that budget,” McCoy said.
Included in the 2004 budget are
six new corrections officers
. positions, That is a partial fulfillment
of Ramsey’s request for 12 new
officers, a standing request he has
made for several years,

The budget figures McCoy
released did not include $2.4 million
spent in 1997 for a 36-bed jail

:the‘

- wanted County Board members

addition, about $500,000 spent on
design development for a 400-bed
addition and $12 million set aside”
for construction of 2 200-bed jail
addition. Plans for any additions, ar
the possibility of a new jail, are in' .
flux right now as a consultant
- studies the futureof thejail. *
*It just seems we cdn't throw
enough money at the jail,” McCoy
said “And it doesn't séem to do any
good when we do throw money at it ”
Ramsey said over the weekend
that the jail has been too small, and
the county has.struggled with
funding, for 30 years. :
But McCoy said he mainly.

who are newer on the board to
understand how much money the.
county has put toward the jail.

“It is by far the department that’s -
gotten the most inerease,”he said. |
Last Friday, a female inmate at -
the jail on Fabyan Parkway here
was released mistakenly because
of a paperwork problem. The
woman was apprehended that |

evening, - o o '
A similar incident occurred Jan.
29, when an inmate was released
after pretending to be another
inmate with the same name who °
was scheduled to be released that -
day. That inmate also was taken
back into custody within hours of
his release.. - . _
Jail employees will be disciplined
bezause of both incidents, Ramsey
said. ' ' ’




a nature center

By Tom O’KoNowITz
'Daii_fyHemldSta)j’Wﬁter .

In less than a year, Elgin
could get its first nature center,

City officials are pushing for-
ward with plans to buijld a
nature-education facility at the
Hawthorne Hills Park, on Elgin’s

. west side just north of Route 20

* and just east of Randall Road, _
_To cost slightly more than
$1 million, the Hawthome Hills
project is being funded in part
by the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, which
awarded Elgin a $400,000 grant
it must match,

The nature center, which:

would be 4,600-square-feet,
would include a classroom, dis-
plays about nature, kitchen
facilities and interpretive signs
to teach people about the envi-
ronment around the center,
The center, located at the
headwaters to Otter Creek, also
would have a mezzanine area
and large windows overlooking
the Hawthorne Hills Park
ponds, according to Jim Bell,
Elgin's parks superintendent.
~ Also as part of the nature
center project, Elgin will restore
.some of the natural habitat
around it and add walking trails,
boardwalks, a fishing pier and
an amphitheater, oo
The center would be an ideal
place for students and Elgin res-

BOWES RD

DAILY HERALD _”

idents to experience nature and
learn about it. Classes could
have field trips there and youth'
groups could camp in the
nature center. '

also features large oak trees —-
some of the biggest in Elgin, Bell
said. The swrrounding trails will
give residents a good view of
them, as well as the
ponds.

give people a sense that you're
lost in the woods — enjoying
the woods — in nature,” Bell
said. “It's a beautiful site.” -

tioned in such a way so as to
serve as a buffer between the
‘nature center, its parking lot
and the nearby Country Knolls
neighborhood. He said city offi-
cials worked with neighbors and
‘environmental activists in plan-
ning the project.. :

. The Hawthorne Hills Park

park’s

“What we're trying to do is

Bell said the trails will be posi- |
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Farm family wants

“to build center for

-special needs kids

*

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — A longtime family
farmstead in Big Rock Township
might have new life as a recreation-
al, therapeutic and residential home
for special needs children.

Members of the Kane County

Board Development Committee

Tuesday received a concept plan for

such a facility for the approximately

59-acré McCannon farm on the

northwest corner of Raymond and
Duganroads.

The plan shows most of the area,
about 43 acres, would be a residen-
tial development with single-family
homes. Another 8 acres would be

_ for water detention.

But the 5.45-acre farmstead,
which includes farm buildings and a
residence, would become a facility

" for recreational and therapeutic pro-

grams “for people with unique
needs in communication, behav-

ioral, social and emotional chal-
lenges,” according to a develop-

ment staff memo.
Ted McCannon, who owns and

. lives on the farmstead, said his idea

grew out of his experience with his
own special needs child, who at-
tends school at Little Friends in
Naperville. The family has had stu-
dents from Little Friends out to the
farm for activities, and wants to for-
malize the arrangement.

. “The rural setting can be kept, so

these children can continue to come
out and enjoy the rural atmos-
phere,” McCannon said.

H plans are approved, the resi-
dence will become a permanent
home for his child and for other spe-
cial needs people. The residence
and the farmstead will be held in a
trust, to be-established in the future '
he said.

The facility would be supported
by future private endowments, in-
cluding one from the McCannon
family, and federal and state fund- -

McCannon said the facility will be
open to community organizations in
the Big Rock area as a gathering
place. His plan envisions organiza-
tions such as Scouts, 4H and other
youth groups using the facility.

“We would like to give something

“back to the community,” he said.

Kane officials said the develop-
ment fits the area, which is consid-
ered rural residential, an infill be-
tween rural and more urban uses.
McCannon said he sees it as being a
“buffer” between Sugar Grove and
the more rural Big Rock.

County officials have recom-
mended a number of conditions,
many of which were suggested by
other governmenta] agencies in the
area, but said the committee should
encourage the plan. The review
comments will be addressed when
the proposal comes back for prelim-
inary planning.
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County sides with Elgin
against Pingree Grove -

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Deily Herald Staff Whiter

There’s a reason the story of
undersized David slaying big
Goliath resonates throughout

the centuries. .

- It’s because the little guy nor-
mally doesn't win. -

For the most part, that goes
for fist fights, political battles
and even, as the leaders of tiny
Pingree Grove now would say, in
land development races.

Pingree Grove — the minute
northern Kane County commu-
nity trying to grow a bit migtitier
— took a knockout punch from
the giant city of Elgin Tuesday
that could end the smail
enclave’s plans.

The Kane County Board’s.

development committee rec-
ommended amending an
imaginary line on the develop-
ment planning map that would
altow Elgin to expand west and
literally envelop Pingree Grove,
resulting in the tiny hamlet
becoming a mere island suz-
rounded by Elgin,

If the recommendation gets
-approved next week by the
- Northeastern Hlinois Planning

Commission and the Ilinois
EPA, the decree could put an
end to the village's plans to grow
over the next 20 years from a
120-person town to a full-blown
‘suburb with 19,000 residents.

“We might as well fold up and
go home,” said village President
Verne “Bud” Wester following
Tuesday’s vote. :

At the technical level,.the
county committee recom-
mended allowing Elgin to
expand its facility planning area
to the west. These types of plan-
ning - areas govern.

. construction of sewer and water
systems, ,
They are not zoning areas,

traffic’ plans or even regulations

that allow or prohibit annexa-

the .

tions. They are simply the
_ boundaries that limit

expansion
of the plumbing that forms the
backbone of any incorporated
development. '

But with developers, pushed
on by Elgin leaders, ready to put
thousands of homes on the
edge of Pingree Grove, the
change in the planning areas is
the only thing Elgin needs to

‘start its annexation march west.

To hurry all this along, this
month the Elgin planning com-
mission gave approval to pre-
liminary plans from developers
that together would bring about
4,000 new houses to the area
west of Elgin and just south and

east of Pingree Grove. The plan- "

ning commission has recom-
mended approval of the pro-
jects by the Elgin city council,
which 1s expected to annex the
subdivisions into the city next
week. = ,

Luring Sho-Deen Inc. and
Crown Community Develop-
ment developers away from
Pingree Grove and to Elgin, city
officials have said they believe,
should help the city’s quest to

win its turf battle with Pingree

Grove, )
Elgin leaders say they are
working in the best interest of

.the county, its current and

future residents, and.its water
supply. :

“Today this really is about
infrastructure and room for
administration,” said Elgin City
Manager David Dorgan,

Elgin officials say they have
the capacity in their city sewers:
and wastewater treatment plant
to handle the new homes and
business to be built around Pin-
gree Grove, ' _

Plus, they say, Elgin draws its
water from the Fox River and

will not need new deep or shal-

low wells to take from limited
ground water. - E
“That benefits everybody,”

g-18-0¢y ‘Druf/;'/ Heradd

VU e

.said Elgin Mayor Ed Schock.

County Development Direc-
tor Phillip Bus agreed with that
assessment in his recommenda-

tion to the committee to allow-

Elgin to head west.

produce drinking water an over-
riding factor” in the debate.
In the end, county hoard

members agreed, but some oni -
the development committee

didn't appreciate the quickness
with which all of this came
together. Some also didn't like
the fact the county was giving in
to Elgin's quest for expansion.

- "It puzzles me that we are let-
ting them take Pingree Grove,
but they wor't follow the 2030
plan,” said Barb Wojniclkd, a St.
CharlesRepublican.

Her comments referenced the
changing shape of the county’s
land managemerit plan that
acts as a guide to future devel-
opment.

Board members felt siding
with Elgin's desire to surround
Pingree Grove'should buy the
county sway in eventually stop-
pingthecitysgrowth. - .

“This is another lost opportu-
nity here to use some leverage,”
said John Hoscheit, a St. Charles
Republican. - o
- In terms of predicting growth,

- the northern half of the county
— primarily the areas in the"

sight lines of Hampshire, Hunt-
ley, Pingree Grove and now
Elgin — have been urban sprawl

He called Elgin's “ability to _

battle grounds. It’s an area of the
county that stands to become
home to 100,000 new coun
residents in the next 25 years,
according to Northeastern Illi-
neis Planning Commission
figures. - - |

-"What kind of addresses those
people have remains a topic of
debate. S

" Tuesday's recommendation
provided some direction for the

Pingree Grove-Elgin conflict, |

but other growth fights remain.
*The county did not sign off on
allowing Elgin to continue west,
on the far side of Pingree Grove
along a path toward Route 47, A
plea to add more area to the
city’s facility planning area far-
ther west was turned down.

Also, an "ongoing battle
between Hampshire and Hunt-
ley over property south of 1-90
that both towns claim was put
on hold. The county recom-
mended waiting another 90
days before voting on planning
area expansions for those two
cities.

The hope is, Bug said, that the
communities will work out
some’ sort of agreement
between themselves,

* Daily Herald staff writer Tom
OKonowitz contributed to this

report. "
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Kane County seeks to
demolish properties

. By Steve Lord

" STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County of-
ficials want to demolish ap aban-
doned Moecherville house that
they consider a potential hazard,

The Kane County Board De-
velopment Committee this week
. recommended demo]ishing the

house at 606 S. Kendal] St.in Au-
rora Township. Officials said the
house has been unoccupied for
at least four years, and has been
deteriorating during that time,
“It's open, and anitnals live in
there,” Steve Brown, a Kane
" County assistant state’s attor-
ney, said. “The owner lives in
the neighborhood, and has not
responded to any of our at-

tempts to communicate with'

him. He’s acting as though he is
abandoning it,”

State law allows the county to
take down nuisance and danger-
ous properties, but it-must fol-
low a court process, Brown said.

.The county will file to have the
property demolished and notify

the property owner. The owner
may appeal. The county will hire
an appraiser to get an official
opinion on what the property is
worth. : _

“This property will probably
be worth more once the build-
ing is demolished ” Brown said.

_ Sometimes, filing for a demo-
lition petition will push an owner
to fix up a given property,
Brown said, and that’s what
county officials are hoping for in
the 3¢W000 block of Fox River
Drive, Dundee Township, which
has been deteriorating for years. .

Development Committes
members recommended the
state’s attorney's office move to
demolish the house, which stil]
is habitable, but the property it-
self has become a dumping
ground for everything from
garbage to an inoperable van,
Brown said.

He said that, by threatening
demolition, the county will say, .
in essence, fix the building up or
we will tear it down,
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By William Presecky - .

Tribune staff reporter

If Kane County is committed
to using its 112-year-old court-
house in downtown Geneva for
the.next two decades or longer,
a ranking member of the coun-
ty's judiciary ‘recommended
Wednesday thatia comprehen-
sive plan for using the land-
mark be crafted and followed.

“As a senior judge, I'm con-
cerned about the'building’s fu-
ture,” said Michael Colwell,
presiding judge of the Circuit
Court’s Civil Division, based in
the four-story building. -

“I'wouldurgeall of youto stop
by and take alook,” Colwell told
members of the County Board's
Administration Committee in a
rare courtesy call.

If the fast-growing county
plans to use the old courthouse
for the next couple of decades,
Colwell said it requires “some
forethought and pianning.”

Notwithstanding the extraor-
dinary effort by the county to.
preserve the historic character
of the courthouse, built in 1892
at acost of $195,000, Colwell said:
its long-term use mandates re-
view of some existing layout
and structural deficiencies. .

The courthouse has under-
gone a series of renovations, in
the 1960s, 1970s and 1990s.

A new judicial center, where
all criminal cases are heard,
was opened in St. Charles in
1993, but civil cases are heard in

a5Q 7 ‘chA--M
éneva courthol

needs plan,

ouse-

judge says

the old courthouse. Colwell
said it was his belief that the
county eventually planned to
provide space for all the courts
at the judicial campus on 1k-

hois Highway 38, west of Ran-

dall Road.

The Administration Commit-
tee; which is headed by board
member Paul Greviskes (D-Au-
rora}, has oversight for man-
agement of all county-owned
property and buildings.

Colwell explained that his ap-
bearance was prompted by a se-
ries of operational miscues and
unannounced projects at the
courthouse dating to May 2002
that, he said, at times have dis-
rupted court business,

Colwell cited as an example
the recent remodeling of the
building’s jurors’ room that in-

-eluded installation of a drop

ceiling and new lighting. The
‘project was begun, ‘he said,

.without consulting the court

and without regard for its po-
tential impact on the trials
scheduled for the same period.

“It hit us like a freight train |

[having] two jury trials going
on and no lights,” said Colwell.

“Hopefully, it won't happen:

again,” he said, while politely
reminding the committee that
the judiciary was not a depart-
ment of the county, but a sepa-
rate branch of government.
Committee member Geraid
Jones (D-Aurora)said Colwell’s
remarks, ‘while understated,
would not being taken lightly.
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8- 19-04 Ohroni¢Gong-range plan needed

' Tl_le historic Third Street courthouse in Ge
court system. Despite maintenance co

top building priority is the jail.

Maintenance issues
need to be addressed

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Kane County’s civil court

. system will stay at the historic Third Street
courthouse for the foreseeable future.

“With the jail expansion, the animal

control facility and the coroner’s office

upgrade projectin various stages of plan-

ning, officials said consolidating civil

* courts with the criminal courts at the ju-

dicial center would be too expensive.
" Administration Committee Chairman
Paul Greviskes, D-Aurora, said he expects

the old courthouse to be open for another

25 years.

“I think it's a long-use building,”
Greviskessaid, =

Judge Michael Colweil on Wednes-
day told committee members of main-
tenance problems -in the 1892 court-
house.

“One of the toilets fell off the wall
when a juror was sitting on it-much to her
chagrin,” Colwell said. :

Colwell, a judge in Kane County for 20
years, reminded board members of the
long-range plan for the judicial center in
St. Charles developed in the late 1980s

that called for the court systern and cir-

cuit clerk’s office to be at Peck Road and
Route 38 in three phases.
The county board built the judicial
center in 1992 as Phase I of the project.
Kane is one of the few counties in
llinois to have its criminal and civil
courts in two locations and the circuit
clerl’s office at a third. -
~ “It's very confusing to the public,”

. Colwell said.

County board Chairman Mike McCoy
said Phase 2 of Judicial Center project was
estimated at one time to cost $20 niillion.

“It would be more now, probably $30

" million,” McCoy said. -

The 2004 operating budget for the old
courthouse is $289,557,
. McCoy said the county’s No. 1 build-
ing project is the jail. _
In May 2001, the county moved its ¢ir-

cuit clerk's office to the old Montgormery

_Chraricle file photo

neva, built in 1892, is expected to continue to hguse Kane County’s civi
ncerns at the courthouse, county board Chairman Mike McCoy said the county’s

County to stay in old courthouse

Ward building on ‘Randall Road in St.
Charles, meaning that it is unlikely the of-
fice will move any time soon.
~If the civil courts are to remain at
Third Street, the county board needs to
develop a long-range plan for maintain-
mgit, Colwell said. .

“It needs to be addressed in an intelli-
gent manner. As senior judge, I'm very
concerned about the future of that build- -

-ing,” Colwell said,

Colwell also asked for better commui-
nication between the maintenance staff

-and the building’s occupants.

He recounted an occasion when,
without any notice, maintenance workers
came in to install a drop ceiling in a court-
room, leaving the court without any
lights.

“My judges went crazy,” Colwell said.

Central Services Director Larry Briggs.
said he tries to schedule work when if is
most convenient. :

“We have to think of doing things after
hours and on weekends,” Briggs said.

Briggs said he would make sure that
he communicated with the court admin-
istrator when new projects are to be
scheduled.
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BY PATRICK WALDRON

Daily Herald Staff Witer

To add focus-to localized
quality of life issues, Kane

County state's attorney canedi- |

date John Barsdnti said he
would assign an assistant state’s
attorney to each township to
hear and collect law enforce-
ment complaints du'ectly from
residents.

“Bvery nelghborhood in thJs,
county has the right to have its

law enforcement issues heard,”
Barsanti said Wednesday at a
candidate forum hosted by the
Township Officials of Kane
County. “The state’s attorney's
office needs to be accountable
to every law enforcement issue
we can.”

Barsanti said 12 of his top
assistants would have the task
added to their regular duties

and act as a contact for resi--
dents. Residents could contact

,State s attorney hopeful
dlSCU.SS therr priorities -

 those assistants to report lower-
proﬁle, but still problematic, -

crimes such as a neighbor regu-

larly speeding through city -
. Streets.
‘The priority of issues unpor-‘

tant to small, rural communities
wasn't lost on rival state’s attor-

-ney candidate Tim O’Neil. He

used the forum to stress the
office’s role as adviser to the
county board, something O'Neil
thinks is vital in helping county
board members deal with con-
tmued residential growth,

- He pointed to his experience
advising the city of St. Charles

‘and its city council in forcing

developers to pay more money
to schools and cities when new
houses are built.

“I am best suited on both the
criminal side and the civil side
to fight crime and advise the
county board on how best to
proceed,” O'Neil said. “I want to

continue that work for my

-

S

county" '

Barsanti, O'Neil, West Dundee
attorney Joe Rago and lawyer
and IBM consultant Michael

- Leuer are seeking the GOP

nomination for the state’s attor-

-ney's office in the March 16

primary election. The winner
will face Aurdra Democratic
attorney Renee Robinson in the
November general election.
Outside the state’s attorney
race, Republican and Democra-

' tic candidates seeking the jobs

of county recorder of deeds and

county board chairman spoke

at the township officials forum. -
In his remarks at Wednesday’s

forum, Rago stressed his desire
-to create @ identity theft task
" force in the office. :

He called such crimes “eco-
nomic violence” and said
fighting the trend is the most
important role the state's attor-
ney can have 1n the let

century
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‘.It’s the system, |

not the staff

In the past few weeks, two inmates
have been mistakenly released from the
Kane County Jail. Both incidents are
under investigadon, but the truth of the
matter is the only real surprise is these
things don't happen on a daily basis. No
single person should be blamed for these
foul-ups; the fault lies more in the system
than those who have to deal with it.

The primary responsibility our
corrections officers have is to make sure
the jail facility runs smoothly and safely.
There is more than enough to do simply
keeping up with the day-to-day duties
involved in the care and feeding of 500-
600 guests of the county. However, these
same officers also must keep track of
bond calls, court appearances, and
judges' orders for each inmate and they
must do so with inadequate staffing and
while using antiquated equipment. It’s a

" recipe for trouble.

Hundreds of prisoners are processed
through the jail every week; each with

* their own set of circumstances. Many are
there pending trial, some are serving
senternces, others are sorewhere in
between. The paperwork an average
inmate generates in court orders alone is
mind-boggling; motions, bonds, trial
dates, sentences — even such mundane
things as allowing an inmate phone catls
can create a snowstorm of three-part
forms. - ‘

Itis up to officers at the jail to make
sure every one of those orders is carried
out, but tog much of that paperwork is
often hastily written, hard to decipher
instructions from the court. Given all the .
obstacles, what should be talked about is
not how two inmates were released by
mistake, but how efficienily the officers
handle thousands and thousands of

- inmates every year. ‘

Unfortunately, but hardly
unexpectedly, these two rare mistakes
have become fodder for the political
gristmill. To suggest, as one elected
official apparently did, that this might not
have happened if an ill-advised addition
to the jail had been allowed to proceed is
neither logical, nor fair. Nor is it fair to
come down to hard on an overworked;
shorthanded jail staff. The problem lies
within a system that is almost guaranteed
to fafl occasionally, and it will take hard
work, not political posturing to fixit.

& %

Every time I think there isn't room for

another business on Randall Road, six
more appear out of nowhere, The hottest
spot for this kind of growth is Geneva
Commons, where, in addition to every
possibie frou-frou store under the sun, it
looks like a mile long stretch of
restaurants just opened,

" It doesn't seem possible we have the
population to support all these ventures,
so where are all the shoppers and diners
coming from? Part of that answer can be
found on the east side of St. Charles and
thsﬁampty storefronts of Charlestowne
M .

When Charlestowne opened in the
early 90's it was referred to as “The New
Mall,” to differentiate it from the little
collection of stores that made up the St.

.Charles Mall on the city's west side. In

short order Charlestowne outdrew the
“old mall, " and the place was abandoried.
Charlestowne attracted its fair share of
shoppers, but it never seemed to draw the
kind of crowds that now flock to South
Randail. Stores came and went, and it

~ always felt as though there was something

missing from the retail mix.

The arrival of the upscale Von Maur
store was heralded as a major step in
rejuvenating the mall, but whatever gains
might have occurred have been lost by the
continuing exodus of Charlestowne stores
to Geneva Commons,

I don't claim to be an expert in the
econornics of these things, but it doesn't
take a genius to figure out that one retail

+ area’s success usually comes at the

expense of another's. Where retail goes,
sales tax dollars follow, so atleasta
portion of the tax money Geneva gets
from the Commons is revenue that had
previously gone to St. Chatles.

Geneva no doubt lost tax dollars when
Charlestowne opened, or when Batavia
staried developing their stretch of Randall
years ago. So in a way, the Commonsisa
balancing of municipal accounts as much
as anything else,

" This will be the case until something
bigger and better is built — and you know
it will. Then the fickle public will abandon
the Commons and flock to what is trendy
and shiny. Who knows? Maybe it wili be a
“newmall” in St. Charles. - |

* Do you have a Guest View? Mail to
Guest View, Kane County Chronicle, 1000
Randall Road, Geneva, IL 60134, or e-mail
to editorial@kcchronicle.com.




v

PRB®wH T s =

Elgin tries
to block
tax relief

for casino
City says it could
lose $600,000

By Richard Wronski
Tribune staff reporter

Elgin could lose $600,000 in
annual property-tax revenue
if the Grand Victoria Casino
succeeds in reducing the as-
 sessed value of its property
along the Fox River.

Already smarting from the
loss of an estimated $3.6 mil-
lion in casino revenue this
year, Elgin officials are fight-
ing the casino’s attempt to get
tax relief. :

" The Grand Victoria is chal-
lenginga 59.4 million assessed
valuation pldced on its pavil-

2002. The figure is about ohe-
third of the properties’ market
: | value of about $28 million, ac-

| cording to the Elgin Township
assessor's office.

assesement lowered to justun-
der $1.4 willion, which would

$600;000 to'about $200,000, offi-
cials said. ‘

. The Kanc County Board of
Review rejecied Grand Victo-
ria's request to reduce the as-
sessment, hut the casino has

state’s Property Tax Appeal

hearing.
- Grand Victoriais entitled to
challenge its assessment, like

said. The difficult part comes
in 'determining the correct
value of the Dproperty Al-
though the 95,000-square-foot
pavilion and three-deck park-
ing garage are subject toprop-
erty taxes, the casino itself—a
riverboat—is not.

pavilion aré on land Grand
Victoria leases from the city
Elgin Township Deputy Asses-
sor Mark Raleevich said his
assessment is based on the
1994 construction cost of the
facilities, which were $12.3

6.5 million for the garage.
Like many other properties,

Grand Victoria’s assessments

hsve grown steadily each year,

Rajcevich sald.

.| *The assessment just re-
flects the current market val-

ue of the property” he said.
Grand Victoria argues that

worth less than the township's

PLEASE SEE CASIND, PAGE 5

&

. Akeyfactinthe assessment .
dispute is that the garage and"

-

“jon and parking strueture for .

“Grand Victorla wants the

reduce its tax hill for 2003 from -

taken the issue bhefore the -
Board, where it will receive a

any property owner, officials .

million for the pavilion and ~

the pavilion and garage are.

AL DY) O-OE

FEBRUARY 20,2004 FRIDAY ME
CASI N 0: cause of Elgin’s request to inter- - -
v?ncfeductlon in Grand Victo- Casino bldders

Grand Victoria
disputes value
of its property

CONTINWED FROM PAGE 1

assessments because theland is
owned by the city, officials sald.
Casino representatives did not
respond to reguests for com-
ment.

Most of the Grand Victorla
property taxes pay for the river-
front-development part of a tax-
increment financing district,
said Jim Nowicki, Elgin's fiscal
services manager.

With a tight city budget—the
general fund projects $54.8 mil-
lion in revepue against $63.8
million in costs—officials say
they have no choice but to Op-
pose the Grand Victoria's effort
to cut its taxes. The city has
hired attorneys to contest the
casing’s appeal.

James Chipman, executive
director of the state Property
Tax Appeal Board, said no date

has been set for the hearing be-

ria gambling revenue is already
forcing Elgin to cut money for
dozens of community programs
and projects. For 2004, riverboat
revenue is expected to drop to
$17.5 miilion from $21.1 million
in 2003, according to budget fig-

ures.

Officials said the chief culprit
is ap increase in the top state
tax rate on casino revenue from

50 percent to 70 percent, which

went into effect in July. During
the final six months last year,
Grand Victoria paid $118 million
in taxes, $28 million more than
the same peried a year earlier

Tom Swoik, executive direc-
tor of the Illineis Casino Gam-
ing Association, a trade groun,
said he was unaware of other ca-
sinos seeking to appeal proper-
ty-tax assessments but added
that casinos are no different
from any business trying to
save money. .

“] think all riverboat oper-
ators owe it to their share-
holders to do what they can to
reduce costs,” Swoik said.

Freelonce  reporter Amanda
Marrazzo contributed to this re-
port.

-the bidding process, the II-

lose a partner

A partner in one of the
seven companies vying for
the state’s final casino li-
cense has withdrawn from

linols Gaming Board an-
nounced Thursday. .
Gambling tycoon Steve
Wynn and Wynn Resorts
Limited are no-longer in
partnership with Midwest
Gaming & Enterlainment
LLC, which is headed by de-
veloper Neil Bluhm, in a
$360 million bid to build a
casino in Des Plaines.
“Wynn Resorts did not
havethe same commitment
to the project as Midwest
Gaming ... Midwest Gam-
ing's primary focus is the
Chicagoland market,”
Bluhm said in a statement.
-Seven companies com-
peting to build in Rose-
mont, Des Plaines, Wauke-
gan, Country Club Hills
and Summit have submit-
ted bids for the license, now
held by the bankrupt Emer-,
ald Casino. !

o
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Contired fim Fge 1

\le%b_ﬁ:lrhadinan b;vlllw >unce
grabbed headlines minging a
shatk cdose enough to hlsgll::agss
boat to shoot it in the head with
& .357-caliber Magrmum.

Who would spend weeks in

' the McHenry County jaib after

flying an ultralight aircraft into a
flock ufhunut':d{lgh -

, Who's hated by bullfight and
redled organizers the world over

and even hélped get Pepsi 1o

“withdraw its sponsosship of

bullfights.

Who helped bring an énd to
baody pigeon turkey shoats,
\g?:ﬂem the anim were used as

e more targets.

‘Who helped change how

Cock and DuPage counties trap

- and slauﬂr deer

Who shifted the attention of
larger groups to the toothless
agreements desfgned to stop
the killing of cats and dogs for
food in Karea,

 Who now has his sights set on
stopping Cavel International
from building the third horse-
slaughtering plant in the nation,
right in his back yard in DeKalb.

What’s mpst noteworthy
about his fight, other than
where it started, is how he's
doneit. .

- While many antmal rights
groups rely on traditionally
imfluential technigues — most

© notably finding strength in

numbers - Hindi's fight has
mirrored bhis “Old Man in the
Sea"tale. .. .

‘A llone man [n a small boat, he
fights desperately against a
farce far strpnger than

- His usual method of attack

takes him around the country to
covertly shoot video of animal

. abuses and then broadcast

those videas gn a specially

- equipped truck that now ha:

100-inch screens, :

That struggle has taken its
toll, most notlceably by break-
ing up his marriage.

When asked about his fight
with the shark 18 years ago,
Hindl pauses for a second and
calls his cfforts “misguided.”

There's a lot of people who
would have preferred his ener-
gles stayed that way.

“1 used to hunt and fish,”
Hindi said. *1 enjoyed the chase.
1 enjoyed the challenge. Now
thls [s my hunting. Instcad of

hunting defenseless animals

- with overpowefing weaponry,

‘a8

we hunt with our video cam-
cms.” .

Horse slaughter

Right now, Steve Hindl has his
energles trained on Cavel Inter-
naticnal, the horse-slaughter
plant that burned down in

-‘DeKalbh two

"The Belgi I.1asaeg|:'1:L ca
-The an-| mpan
plans to rebuild have been 1}:5
mtt?;cd of atense controversy,

e plant {tself has been since
its,opening in the 1980s. Hindi
is just one voice among many,
but with his images, his opinion
is one of the most grphic.

Until it burned, Cavel was one
ofithree such facilities in the
country that slaughtered horses
for human consumption, the
other two belng In Texas.

While not legnt for consump-
tion in the United States, horse
meat has a market in Europe
and Canada. And horse meat
does find its way into pet food

" ina process that comes through

rendering the carcasses of dead
hiorses.

On a sleck-looking Mac in s
Elburn home, Hindi replays

. covert footage of a horse-
slaughter plant that an associate
shot in Texas.

The horse stands half-
obscured by a metal'sheet as a
workeT comes at it with a balt
gun. The gun, the same device
used to render cows uncon-
scious, should drop him with
onchit

But horses are not caws, Thelr
longer necks and different skull
shapes prove difficult. They
dfud]fe the gun. Little pieces of
skull get driven into
eventually knocking the horse
out so [t can be hung by its back
Iegs and its throat £lit, '

“They are very intelligent,
very aware animals,” Hindi sajd.
"Thctl?t can feel death. They can
smell blood.” . .

Though graphlg, the video
doesn't seem to faze Hindi Over
the coming months, he will see
this hundreds of times.

While many animal rights
groups use their voices as ﬁnw
weapaon, Hindi uses technology,

ically video. -

He's traveled 1o Springfield to
show this video on the 100-Inch
screens In frant of the state-
house. -’ g .

He'll continue to show ft to
anyone who will watch. Hls
group, Showing Animals
Respect and Kindness,- or

SHARK, s a small one, a dozen .

people at most, but members
get a reactlon by bringiuﬂg these
harrowing images of a failing,
dying horse to the public.

“iWhen we take a posidon on
somethlng, we're sericus about
it,” Hindjsaid, .

Those methods have distin-
guished Hindi and SHARK from.
dlmost tgl;le entire world rof
animal rights groups, according
to Merrirt Cl.i.f%g:!. editor of the
Clinton, Wash.-based anlmal
welfare newspaper Anfmal
People. They have shown the

ower that technology can have
& such afight.

‘But many ~- even some
within the animal fdghts com-
munity — jist plain disagree
with bath Hindi's targets and his
methods. .

Donna Ewing, founder and
gresident of the Barrington-

ased Hooved Animal Rescue
and Protection Society, and
Hindi have had a longstanding

. feud. ..
She sald horse slaughter actu-

ally helps horses avoid dying
slowly while their owners
neglect them and that the

[images Hindi shows are taken

aut of context.
She also agrees with many

. roxdeo groups that the traditions

of the sport do not actually hurt
the animals and that jt's even
necessary for gociety that
people learn how to tasso ani-
mals, .

“(Hindi's method's have)
ralsed an awareness that people
should clean up their acts,™
Bwing said. “But I think they've
gone too far and | disagree with
using emotionalism and taking
things out of context tn-get their
point across.”

One method Hindi doesn't
use is violence. When con.
tacted, Professional Rodeo

.Cowboys Association spokes-

woman Leslie King dedlined to
comment on him a8 an individ-
ual but sald he was an “animal
activist,” many of whom ave
considered damestic terrorists
by the Federal Burcau of Invest-
gation, .

Rumors continue to swid on
the Internet about the stili-

unexplained Baster 2002 fire .

that burned Cavel to the
ground. Investigating agencies,
including the Bureau of Alcchol,
Tobacce and Firearms, sus-
pected arson but eventually said

evidence was too damaged
by the bluze to'be condusive.

e brain,

»+ In 1997, & Cavel plant in Red-
mond. Ore., wos destrayed in a
blaze for which a group clatmed
responsibility. .

But Hindli Insists that using
violenee is just as bad as abus-
ing animals, a much different
view than some animal rights
groups, like the Animal Libera-
tion Froht. .

"The biggest lie told by
component of our side Is that
we have the right to use vio-
lence becnuse they use
violence,” Hindi said.

A radical life change

“From my perspective, T think
Steve Hindi has gut-achieved

arty other person in the cause.”
Animal People editor Clifton

said.
Clifton fiekded Hind!'s first
phene call and has seen him

through the transformation -

from animal killer to activist.
- Tn 1980, Hindi called the now-
defunct publication Animals

Agenda and said he was a .

hunter but wanted to save the
sport by dolng away with
unsporsmantike practices —
specifically the Heging, Pa.,
pigeon shoot. .

It was there the year before
that Hindi had his eplphany. A
lifelong hunter, he stopped at

_the pigeon shoot on his way to

the Bast Coast from Iilinois for
shark hunting. .

But seeing thousands of
pigeons released only to be shot
seconds later at dose mnge and
then left for dead made Hindi
staft to think, ’

Luckily, the hunter got Clifton
on t};iaaghone instead of an
animal advacacy group.

His grand idea at rﬂe begin-
ning: He wanted 1o hold a prize
fight with the pigeon shoot
arganizer dnd the winner would
decide the fate of the event.

“I didn't see the animal ights
community going along with
that,” Clifton gaid. “It cértainty
was a novel idea.”

Hindi's - educational and
attention-grabbing efforts,
including videe dorumentstion,

did eventually help lead to the,

defeat of the Hegins pigeon
shaot, albeit 10 years later, The
decision to finally put a stop to
il eame at the hands of the chief
justice of the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court in July 1999. He
called the event “cruel and
maronic.” -

Hindi scon realized that aside
from the close friends he

swayed to the cause, other

hunters wouldn't join him,
“That caused him te seripusl
reappraise the whole thing,
on said,
He also realized that since his
views included ethical hunting,
he didn' really fit in with any of

the existing animal rights,

ups. .
grg‘inding himself in between
the two worlds, he decided to
found the Chicagd Animal
Rights Coalition and, later,
SHARK. :

But after starting his quest
with the ﬁ:al of bringing dignity
batk to hunting, Hindf soon
went all out against the sporl.
He buried his hunting trophies
and betame a vegan, a dietary
habit he has since dropped.

The radical life change led
him to separate from his wi

Whilé still involved in Con-
ventional animal-rights
prutests, he traveled around the
country and kept getting
thrown in jall. To this day, he
devotes much of his time to
animal riphts causes, including
4 two-week tip this month.

“It was the downfall of our
marriage,” ex-wile Jacquelyn

Hindi said, “1 was just thmkmg inki
‘T'm ralsing these kids alone
and Tmout” " .

. But as Steve took up animal
rights activism, his ex-wife
became more invatved in Chris-
tianity. Shie learned to forgive
him and support his cause,

“A lat of people will say
animal activists dot’t care about
hug]xans. but that i:l;:t the case
with Steve,” Jaogquetyn said. “He
juse fieels this is where his calli
is and this is where his diive ks,
He's a great person and a great
fathers, t00.” .

Jacquelyn and Steve live
acrass town from each other in
Elburn. They met when he
came to this area from St Paul,
Minn, as an aspiring musician.

He came to Geneva and
started working at Allied Rivet
as a shipping clerk. He worked
his way up to running the com-

pary -

Eventually her father loaned
money o thé newlyweds so
they could buy the company
Iram its owner and-make a
living running it, which they
contiriue to do o this day.

In between Hindl's profes-
sional life and his animal rights
activitles, he has also gotten

‘both a black belt in karate and

his pilat’s license. He has been
an advocate for the homeless
and rdn unsuccessfully for the
state House in a contest he last
12 years ago to Tom Cross, now
Iilinois’ House Republican
leader. :
Jacquelyn home-schools their
youngest daughter, Eva, 13,
They also have a 19-year-old,

Com;;nssion', she said, led

* Steve to lake up this fight.

Before he came to Chicago, he
worked for United Cerebral
Palsy and Union Gospel Misslon
inSt Paul. K

“He's for the underdog,™ she
said. "And animals tend to be.
No one Is standing up for
them.” . L.
Choosing targets

But aslde from compasslon,
Hindi had other motivations to
turn his life around.

‘In a 1996 article in Animal
People, Hindi wrote, “I stole the
lives of uncounted victims of
many species.”

As he found his place within
the animal rights community,
he didn't focus, as so many
have, on ending animal slaugh

ter altogether. -
Instead, Hindi has found suc.
cess focusing somewhat

narrowly an pigeon shoots,

bullfighting, rodeos and, now,
horse s ter. -

“My feeling is that if you are
going to make change, you
make change in steps,” Hindi
said. .

In ane of his most infamous
stunts, Hindi took a cattle prod
to himself in front of the Kane
County Board in July 1998 te
protest the upcoming rodeo as
part bf the Kane County Fair,

'He later described it as a.

*very, very hard slap” on the
arm. Many of the videos lining
the shelves in Hindi's study
show these prods or similar
devices being used to seand
rodeo animals into the hysterics
that make for an entertaining
show .

As Hindi watches these
videos, he said he truly cannot
understand how people feel it's
acceplable to basically torture
animals for amusement,

He asks a series of questions’

designed to make you gei the
point What if 1 came up to your
cat or dog and flicked it here, or
flicked it there, or grabbed it

,_Q’tﬁps:‘ Activist seeks to change perceptions

tail and furmed it around?

You get the picture, he says,

"This is the perverted rewrit-
ing of American history,” Hindi
sald of the rodcos. “It's the
opposite in every single way of
what actually ecourred out on
the mnge."

‘When the todeo animals get
shocked and then strugple with
bucking straps, they buck
wildly, sending th
whatever is in their paths, gates
and fences included.

“Hindi said of the roden dders;
“If someone slammed them
into the gate, they'd be trying
for their mothers. (These
devices) drive them nuts”

H someone came up with the
idea of rodeos today for the first
time, Hindi said, they would be
“crucified.” -

‘The Professional Rodea Cow-
boys Association steadfastly
dentes that any of 11s policies
allow for the harming of ani-
mals,

In a 20-page brochure titled
"Animal Welfazre,” it explains

from the care of ani-

everything
mals to the safety of the prod,

"Consistent proper treatment
of animals by PRCA members—
in and out of the arena — has
been well documented by vet-
erinarlans who have witnessed
the health and condition of the
animals first-hand,” the
brochure reads.

Hind! chose these particular
issues, Clifton said, because
many others wouldn't approach
them. The vast majority of
enimal activigts are women,
Clifton said, and they tend to
foCis on women's issues like the
wearing of fur coats, the testing
of makeup on animasls and the
reatment of pets.

“There’s been -relatively little
aliention paid té men's issues,”
Clifton said.

The other reason he goes after
these targets, Cliltan said, is
they influence cultural percep-
tions about enimals. - .

*What rodeo is doing is glori-
fying animal nbuse making
it acceptable,” Clifton said.

The decision is yours

Growing up in 5t Paul, Hindj
said he received cd mes-

sages about how to treat
ahimals and was encouraged in

emnselves into -

the family traditions of hur
and fishing. °

“Like most children,
learned what we were tau
setting aside whatever qus
we may have fel,” Hindl sa
the Animal People essay. *
mother ralsed us to care for
and dogs, and we regularly
in strays, despite housing -

ect rules, which forbad

lowever, we were (old that
had no feclings. and we ki
them with abandor.”

He went on to describe
ting the heads of carps s
rocks. One time he stuffe
M-80 firecracker into the gil
a suﬁucaﬁn%uearp. lighting
waterproof fuse and relea:

“Seconds later the wi
crupted in a red spray,” H .
wrote “When the mut ]
cleared, we saw the sh
‘blasted away from his body.”

Hindi sald he killed hec:
he was taught it was OK, ew
he was put off when his «
behaviar took it to that extre

While inltially he thou?-x
could keep some of the far
traditions, he soon decide
would have to shed the prat

entirely. "

“I've really come to have s
of distaste tor the words 'tr
tion” and ‘culture,” * Hindi sa

‘When he began to feel §
aboul hunting, afte;}t.he 1
Hegins plgeon- shoat,
I'octglsed mxiﬂ'y on the ca
that teach tradition trur
thought, N

*It's animals for entert:
ment, animals belng abuset
people’s enjoyment and ta)
children,” Jacquelyn Hindi ¢
*(At the pigeon shoot) they
these young kids, 9, 10,
wringing the heads off pige
and wiping the blood on t
shirts"

By showing others wha'
believes Is the truth of anl
treatment divorced from
product it’s trying to seli —t
the entertainment of the ro
or the meat of a horse —
huopes to change the way ot

“treat animals and help tk

avoid all that comes with kil
“what we have to do Is tc

people sce and make up tl

own minds,” Hindj said.

a very American way of dc
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When Elgin officially incorpo-
rated.as a city 150 years apo

'| today, there wasn't much to the -

tiny town on the Fox River.

It had been a village just one
square mile in size, with some
2,000 people, mud streets, a

rented municipal hall, a-couple.

of schoolhouses, a single police

officer and no flre department.
served mostly as an agri- *

Elgh
cft‘l-lua] and marketing center
far other cities in the region.

- Clearly, a lot has changed
of Elgin’s incorpo- -

28,1854,

The Elgin of today counts
among its population mozre
thian 100,000 people represent-
ing dozens of cultures. it offers 2
widc range of amenities inchid-
ing a world-class orchestra, a

riverboat casino, parks'and -
pools, alibrary, chuirches, hospl- -

tals, - restaurants and a
top-of-the-line recreation
center. - - .
Elgin today calls on hundreds
of police officers and firefighters
to protect its residents, and
thousands of local workers keep

1| the town's service and manufac-
turing Industries thriving. -

" And just'as so much has
changed in the pdst century-
and-a-half, local leaders predict
the city surely will change as
drastically and frequently in the
years to come. But they seem
confident the changes mostly
will be for the better, and vet-

eran Elgin Councilman Robert

Gilliam anticipates that the
city’s transformation should be
so great that the Elgin of today

will be a faint memory in 10 -

years.,

Desplte the vast differences in
Elgin past, present and future,
many agiee a constant has been

| the loyalty of the residents of

those who call ithome.

“People who Live in Elgin have
tremendous passion and ¢com-
mitment to thelr city — unlike
any I've ever seen,” Mayor Bd
Schock said. “Elginites are really
committed, very loyal to their
city. They're a rare breed.”

City to watch .

" Schock likes to call the Egin
of 2004 a city in the suburhbs,

e the'| .

sy laft..

“Za8-08 Tl Reryd

.

titself

sands of new houses to the cornfields near Bowes and Randall roads.

offering its diverse pool of resi-
dents the best of what cities can
offer. :

“T think Elgin is an incredibly
exciting place. It has a certain
uniqueness that differentiates

us from the average suburbs,”.

said Schock, a retired teacher
and elementary school princi-
pal who has called Elgin-home
for all of his 57 years. "It was a

great place for me to grow up as

a kid. It was a great place for me
to return after college. And Elgin
iz a great place to live and reise a
f: * -

At-150 years, Elgin offers its
residents and businesses a com-
binatton of attractidns and
amenitles you-can't find else-

Ilinois’ latgest and most
state-of-the-art. municipal
recreation facility, The Centre,

- gits in the heart of Elgin, draw-

ing hundreds of people of all
ages each day. The Grand Victo-
ria Casino, the busiest in Hlinofs,
attracts visitors from all over the

- state. And the largest traditional

movie screen in the Midwest
opened this week on Elgin's
west side. - - -
“There's always things you
can complain about in a city,
but we've done pretty wel
making Elgin a good place for
people to live the past 150 years
— more so than a lot of other

contimues to reinven

cities,” said E.C. "Mike” Alit, a
former Elgin mayor who has
lived in the city for 54 years and

‘has written a dozen books

abaout its history. "Elgin has a lot

to offer. It's more than just a-

suburb.”

Much has changed -

Pioneer brothers James T. and
Hezckiah.Gifferd arrived in
what now is known as Elgin via
the Fox River in 1835. James Gif-

“ford decided to set up a town

near where the Kimball Street
bridge now stands because of its
river access and location
directly between Chicago and
the important mining town of
Galena. . I3 .
‘While Elgin attracted about
2,000 residents in the foilowing
two decades, it wasn't estab-
lished as a city until 1854.

Local historian Alft, who has
compiled the most thorough
accounting of Elgin’s past, says
that townspeople in the 1850s
wanted their tiny village reco]g—
nized as a city so they could
contro! the schools and the sale
of liquor. And in 1854, the
people got their wish, receiving
a charter, getting official bound-
aries that covered four square

miles and ing in trustees.
Originally, Elgin served
mostly as an agricultural pro-

cesstng center with most resi-
dents working in flour mills, a
woolen mill, a distillery, a tan-
nery and dairy farms. The clg's
numerous daity fanms and the
opening of Gail Borden’s milk
condensing plant#in the mid-
1860s made Elgin the dairy
capital of the country.

The young city also became

‘home to the -E gin National

Watch Co., established in 1864,
and subsequently became one
of the region’s more important
industrial centers. The watch
factory employed thousands
and produced more than 50
million Elgin watches in more
than 100 years of existence.-

-But the Elgin of today no
longer resembles the picture of
its agradan Infancy or its indus--
trial adolescence. .

‘The Elgin of 2004 still has
manufacturing planis and dis-
tribution centers, but it's more
service oriented today — with
its mental health center, two -
hospitals, stores and restau-
rants, counseling centers,
casinp and social service agen-
cies. -

“The Elgin of 2004 is not the
same as Elgin of 1950, which
isn't the same as Elgin of 1850,"
Alft said. “The name is the same
and the place is the same, but
the people are different and
they are different commumnities.”

— 1
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| A-88-07 Dl Reraid,
5 seek nomination

to run for county

Tecorder position

. . The Daily Herald sent ques-
tionnaires to each of the three
candidates in the race for the
Republican nomination for a
Kane County Recorder. Here are
their responses to selected
questions.. - o '

Daniel ). Gurbal, 53, of

Geneva, is a
‘teal estate
researcher. He
is a member of
the Knights of
Columbus
Council 2191
~.and St. Peter
' Catholic’
Church

Geneva, .
~ *Donald J.
Rage, 46, of
"1 Sleepy Hollow,
is owner and
president’ of
Rage Manage-

Danie! Gurbal in

- a member of
the = Kane
County Board
from 1994 to
2002; Republi-
can precinct
. committee-
man from 1996
to  present;
Dundee Town-

o
e

*: L ship
~ Sandra Republican
-Wegman - Chairman

- from 2002 to
present; member Kane County

Board of. Review from 2002 to
2004. He also has served as -

1

- ment. He was

ELECTION2004

community: chairman of Three

- Rivers Boy Scout Council; presi-
dent of the Sleepy Hollow:|:

School parent-teacher organiza-
tion; and a member St.
Catherine of Siena Church.
‘Sandra Wegman, 60, of Elgin,
is the incumbent Kane County

Recorder. She has served 11 |

years as Gail! Borden Public

Library trustee, in second 6-year
term, and as a Republican |

precinct commmitteeman for two
years. She is a participant in

-Muscular Dystrophy Associa-

tion day; former Elgin Rotarian;

-volunteer for Neighbors of

South East Elgin Unity Day; vol-
unteer for Grant Park
Neighborhood Association
Unity Day; and guide for Gifford
Park Housewalk :

Q. Why are you running for
this office, whether for re-elec-

.tion or election the first time? Is

there a particular issue that

‘motivates you, and if so, what?.

What will be your main priority?
Daniel Gurbal: [ believe I have
something to give an office that

is in dire need of someone who
‘has knowledge and experience

to share. I have'made a good

~ living for the past 30 years in the

title research industry. I have
used the recorder’s office on a
daily basis for most of that 30
years. I have taken a certain

See ELECTION on PAGE 3
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- median on the

A number of
residents have
" expressed the
" need to reduce -
the speed fimit on
Randall Road be- §:
tween Red Haw -
Lane and Crane
Road in St.
Charles. A Kang
_ County Board
commrttee on ks
Friday voted o™k
install a raised

road and to lower
- the speed limit to
50 mph:

Wayne Ratzlaﬂ— ’
Chromcle phate staff

Raised medlan lower speed 11m1t planned for S-curve

ByTOM SCHLUE.'IER
. Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — ‘The Kane County Boards
Transportation Committee voted Friday to'spehd”
$250,000 to install 2 raised medianon the Randall
Road S-curve in St Charles.

The committee also voted to lower the speed
limit to 50 mph from 55 mph between Red Haw
Lane and Red Gate Road, the only stretch of Randall

" thatstill has a 55 mph limit.

Friday's decisions were the second set of safety -

improvements directed at a dangerous stretch of
Randall Road. The first, approved at January’s com-
mittee meetirig, focused on raising pubhc aware-
ness of the dangers on the §-curve. :
Residents and students and teachers from St

Charlés North High School have been lobbying the .

county board to improve Randall Road safety since
the death of North senior Samantha Jaos, who was

Safety concerns

. Re5|dents, along with staff and students.at St.
~Chatles North High Schoal, lobbied the county

‘board for the Randall Road improvements-after .

-North senior Samantha Joos died in an acudent
.on the Scurve in November 2003 :

P

killed in November 2003 when her car cmssed the
center line during a storm.

"This section of Randall is very unique in na-
ture,” Kane County Transportation Dmswn engi-
" neer Stevi Pasinskd said.

That stretch of Randall Road follows an S-curve
asitdips into a steep ravine, then nses upan equalty
steep hill. <

At the January commitiee meetmg, §t. Charles
North senior Katie Venegas and sophomore Emily

Zepeda presented board members with the signa-’

tures of 200 people seeking imprcvemenr.s

. Venegas and Zepeda attended Friday’s meeting -

again, dlong with senior class President Niropa -

Kartha' and drivers education -teacher Steve

MclInerny, to support the safetyunprmrements :
* “Sam Joos's death still resonates in our school

- and in the.surrounding comimunity,” Venegas sald.

. The median will' be mne feet mde and have 9- ]

; mch-hlgh curbs.

Pasinski said construction bids will be accepted
in March . -

To squeeze the medl.an into the 4-foot-wide
flush median, the four 12-foot-wide lanes will be re-
duced to 11 feét, and the 8-foot-wide shoulders will
be narrowed to 7.5-feet wide.

The narrower lanes allow KDOT to msta]l the -
median without using more land, and Pasinski said
that will have an added safety beneﬁt :

See RANDALL page 2
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T0rnerecors A COURT

The Beacon News tries to be accu-

. rate and fair in every story it pub-

lishes. When a mistake occurs, we
want to fix it. To report ervors,
call the managing editor at
844-5831,

recentdeaihs

Obituaries / Page A8

Canison, Ruby Marguierite, 72,
Plano : :

Erickson, Dorothy K., 79, Plano

Riechert, Phyllis M., 72, Aurora

Scarpelli, Cok {Ret.) Sybvio “Sam,”
85, Sandwich :

The Beacon News

AHollinger - ’
International publication

-]

Office
101 5. River $1., Aurgra, 1L 80506
Laby honrs: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.

Newspaper defivery
Joe Waber, circulation manager

Costomer service phostes
(630) 844-5800 0r (B0O) 244-5844
Custoster sorvice et

. custamargenice @scnl.com.

Castomer sorvice hours
5:30 a.m.- & p.m.. weekdays
7-11 a.m. weekends

" 5:30-10 a.m. holidays

Hoewe delivery times .
6:30 a.m. weekdays and holidays
7 a.m. Saturdays. 8 a.m. Sundays.

i you do not recatve your papar by

. our delivery deadline, ploase call
customer service beforo 10 a.m.
waokdays {or 11 a.m. weekends)
and we wili delivar your paper by
naon.

“Subscripton rates

Heme delivery: $3.25 weeldy; $2.25
Friday-Sunday; $1.50 Sunday (plus
Jintermittent holiday issueas)

Mail subseriptionss $4 weekly,

Mewstand prices: 50 conis dally,
-$1.50 Sunday.

Advertising

Display advertising

Roben Wall, rmanager !

Call (630) 844-5858 from 8 a.m.10 5
p-m, weekdays.

Classified advertising: -

Call (630) 844-5811 from 8:30 &.m. to
§ p.m. weekdays.

u i . " .

Brent Albrecht, manager

Call (815) 439-4377 from 8:30 am, o
5 p.m. woekdays .- <

Obituaries T e

Call {630) 844-5637 between & a.m.
and B p.m. waekdays ar 4-8 p.m.
weokends and holidays

- l;léiVsronm

Jim King, managing editor
Newsroom nomber: (630) B844-5900
Nevwsmom fax: {530) 844-1043

Send e-atail to stafl members ot

first Inltias last name @ scnl.com
Example: Jrussell@sent.com

News question or complaint? Cal Jim
King {630) &44-5881

To sugpest a story or phbtn: Call City
Editor John Russell (630) 844-5902

Yo subm#t o press relesse: Call commu-
nities aditor Jolane Kremer or Dixie
Endicott at {630) 844-5680

Local news editors: John Russall (B20)
844-5802; Denise Crosby (630) 844~

'5B70; Charlotte Gillette {630) 844-

5893, Jolane Kremer (630} 844-5885
Fhatos: Donnell Gotling (630) 844~

From Page AI

Kane County officials are studying the
possibility of starting one of their own_
Officials see it as a way of monitor-
ing cases better, diverting people from
the jail who do not need to be there,
cutting down on the number of repeat
offenders and slashing costs of both
incarceration and cotirtrqom time.

It also is just a better way of helping
those who are mentally ill.

“It’s not only the cost of jail, but,
when they're in jail, they don't get
what they need,” says McKnish, “It
can lead to crisis. Then, they may
need to be hospitalized,”

MecKnish is part of a task force
formed about three years ago which is
looking into developing the Kane
County mental-health court. That
group about a year ago was turned
down for federal funding. McKnish
said officials intended to fund 50 such
courts across the country but wound
up giving money to only 19,

There stillis hope. A bill already has
passed the U.S. Senate and is in the
House toput $200 million toward fund-
ing for mentathealth-court programs
across the country. McKnish said
Kane officials are in regular contact
with the office of Speaker of the House
Dennis Hastert, R-Yorkville, about the
bill

In the meantime, Kane County has
made strides in dealing with the men-
tally iHl in its court system. The task
force three years ago developed a pro-
tocol for the 16th Circuit on how to
deal with these cases, which has pro-
vided opportunity for some diversion
programs.

Also, the state’s attorney’s and pub-
lic defender’s offices have used an in-
formal protocol for vears to work out
some cases involving mentathealth is-
sues.

But there are plenty of cases that
slip through the cracks because it is
difficuilt to monitor them after they are
adjudicated. )

“These can tear your (probation)
staff up, because these people don’t
know wrong from right,” said Jim
Mueller, Kane County Court Services
director.

Classic example

Mueller said a mentally ill person in
a state fadlity often will get treatment
there that mvolves medication. While
the person takes the medication, he
fecls better and eventually is released.
But sometimes, after that, the persen
think he’s doing fine, doesn't need the
medication and stops taking it. Before

long, that person could end up back in.

the court system. -

- McKnish said that is why, in addi-
tion to a special court call, more "sup-
port housing” is necessary as a place
to send these people while on proba-
tion. .

“There is a 60 to 90 percent recov-
ery rate, depending on the finess, with
medication,” McKnich said. “Without
meds and supportive housing, we
won't get anywhere” -

Aurora experienced an ' extreme
version of that situation in 1996 when
Jerry Piazza, a diagnosed schizo-
phrenic who refused to take his med-
ication because he didn't believe any-
thing was wrong with him, killed his
father and brother at the family home
on Prairte Street in unincorporated
Aurora. . ]

At the time, there was an outstand-
ing warrant for his arrest stemmning

from an earlier domestic-violence

also stipuiated that he must report to
the Kane County Diagnostic Center.

Although he showed up, he refused
to cooperate. When he fadled to keep
his last appointment, a warrant was is-
sued for his arrest. Officials had been
unable to serve the warrant before the
murders took place,

“Notall cases end up that tragically,
but that was a classic example,”
Brown said.

The theory behind a mentalthealth
court is that such cases likely would
be monitored closely. It is a judicial
philosophy known as “therapeutic jus-
tice,” which is the same philosophy
behind the drug court. :

“If you violate probation, you get

-jacked into court real quick,” Brown

said. “You have a consequence imme-
diately. The punishment is directly
tied to what you did.”

Jerry Murphy, director of the Kane-
Kendall 708 Mental Health Board,
agrees.

“When someone is picked up, that's
a good time to reason with them, be-
cause now they're in trouble,” he said.

While everyone scems to agree a
mentalhealth court is a good idea, it
appears to be a ways off in Kane Coun-
ty. Brown said one major problem is
Izck of hard numbers, including costs
for such a court and the percentage of
jail population who are mentally il

Also, Kane County simply does not

have enough judges to put one full- |

time into a mentalhealth court.

Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio said
the 16th Circuit already is down two
judgces from where it should be be-
cause of budget considerations — and
would necd yet angther judge to mina
fullime courtroom. Also, a judge as-

" signed to mental-health court would

need special training.
A mess

S$till, DiMarzio said he is “very sup-
portive” of efforts to establish a mental-
health court, :

“Many criminal cases we sec in-
volve mentalhealth issues and prob-

_lems,” he said. “Our jails-are not

equipped to deal with that, personnel-

wisc,

Officials on the Kane County Board
are hoping establishment of the new
Justice Coordinating Council will helpy
get the kind of numbers - both on fail
population statistics and costs —
needed to look at specialty courts.
Board member Jim Mitchell, RNorth
Aurora, chairman of the Judiciary
Cominittee, said the County Board
could see'a resohition seeking to es-
tablish the ‘coordinating council as

_early as March.

“T don't think there’s anybody who
doesn't see the need,” he said. “These
people come in and out of the system.
They are the toughest to deal with.”

Board member Karen Mc-
Connaughay, RSt Charles, chainmnan
of the Corrections and Rehabifitation
Committee and a candidate for board
chairman, said "funding always is a
question.” She pointed out that spe-
cialty courts, for drugs, mental health

and domestic violence, are the trend

across the country.

“It may be that, in the final analysis,
that is more efficient, more cost-effec-
tive,” she said, “As a society, we need
to begin addressing some of these is-
sues from a different viewpaint.”

McKnish believes establishing the
mentathealth court would be astep to-
ward overall better treatment for the
mentally il, as well as cost-effective for
taxpayers.

“There is no savings to doing noth-
ing,” he said. “It's time that we deew a
line. We have to just stop dumping
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By Brian Shields
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

AURORA — It might be inap-
propriate to say Dr. Charles
Smith came home triumphantly
Saturday, because that would in-
dicate that all of his work is done,

Smith, the founder of the
African-American Heritage Mu-
seumn and Black: Veterans
Archives on Aurora’s East Side,
celebrated the grand reopening
of the art-cavered home and
grounds at 126 S, Kendall St.
with a multicultural crowd of lo-
cals, out-of-towners, supporters,
art students and history buffs.

Now that the museum has the
recognition Smith and many oth-
ers feel it deserved from the mo-
ment it was born in 1986, Smith
is ready to go even further in ed-

Above: Artist Dr. Charles Smith tafie
Aurera’s East Side. Below: Faces are
roar} and Hs passage through Aurora.

African-American Heritage Museum reopens

. ucating African-Americans and

others about the struggles and
triumphs of black people in
America.

As people milled around the
yard and chatted en Kendall
Street, Sinith was about to start a
tour of the outside wall, which
depicts black history from its
start jn Africa through the Mid-
dle Passage which brought
slaves to Jamestown, Va., in 1619
and heyond. -

“(The museum) is never
closed,” Smith said. “AR you
have to do is drive by and see a
finished piece in the yard, or a
piece in progress. This is for peo-
ple to be educated and see what
we're all about.” :

Feb. 10, the Kane Couaty
Board approved a specialuse
variance for which Smith applied

severa| years ago to bring the
museum more into the main-
stream,

There had been some com-
plaints over the years from peo-
ple whe Iive in the mostly resi-
dential nejghborhood about safe-
ty concerns, but Smith and oth-
ers passionate about the muse-
um's mission addressed those
concerns while working with Au-
rora Township and Kane County
on refurbishing the site.

. Smith moved to New Orleans
in 2002 and has established a

- similar museum there, but he

still owns the museum and land
in Aurora. Many of his pieces are
meant to be displayed outdoors

. to change with the weather and

time,
Many of Smith’s pieces are on

% Turn to MUSEUM, A7

with Leon Fox at the reopening Saturday of Smith's African-American Musewin and Black Veterans Archives on

set into the wall at the Charles Smith’s musenm as part of his ‘Silent Faces’ memorial to the undergromd raik
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|Orchard Roa
project set to
start in March

‘o Regional 'hig':'hway: . There also will be new traffi.

oaxe h Lo signals where the road intersects
$13 rn]]]lon \Vldenmg ~ with Illinois Avenue and Galena

- . Uk Boulevard. :
between Indian Trail County officials are unsure ex-

Ro 1 actly when construction will begin
Road and PI‘E]}I'IB Sireet in March. Transportation Commit-

- -~

| - tee Chairman Bill Wyatt, R-Aurora,
By Steve Lord N said there will be an informational
STAFFWRITER ~ ~ gession for the public at Washing-

GENEVA — Construction is set ton Middle School sometime }Se-

' to start in March on the almost $13 fore construction begins. v
million Orchard Road project be- The project 1s expected to finish
twcon Indian Trail Road and Ouring the sumemer of 2005, mean-
Prairie Street in Aurora. ing the road will remain torn up

The Kane County Board Trans- during next winter.
‘portation Committee - Friday During the course ;.;gf
awarded a bid of about $12.9 mil- construction, county
lion for the project to Harry W. transportation officials said they
Kuhn Inc., of Wheaton, the low will issue a monthly newslettefto
bidder for the widening and recon- Jocal and public agencies, updating
struction project. | the construction work. That is
“The price is about $300,000 less similar to what the Transportation
| than engineers estimated. Department did during the

The project will widen to four Orchard Road underpass

construction project. .

£ imat . ;
lanes and reconstruct approximate-  “ogo a1 have a public

ly 2.2 miles of Orchard, which will . ) ubl
malke the regional highway four information push on that,” said
lanes from where it intersects with ,([‘:3rl Scho%lel.’ of the
Randall Road on the north end in ransportation Department.
North Aurora, to just past the '\_Nhlle project cost was to be
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rail. - SPht evenly between Kane County
road underpass between Prairie : . . :
and Jericho roads in Aurora. . | & Turn to ORCHARD, A2
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Reporters: Mike Cetera (630) 8d4-

EOEM- lem crlhas {578 B 44 COOA. o

ORCHARD

From Page A1

and the city of Aurora, it now ap-

‘pears the county will pay a little

more. Wyatt Friday confirmed what

Aurora officials have said that it
Iooks like the city only will be able

to come up with $5 million of the
project.

_ “Wed like it if they could get to
$6.5 million, but we'll see,” he said. -

“Tt looks like we'll have to come up
with the money.”

He said he was unsure just where -

that money will come from in the

* gounty budget.
10 years planning

Still, Wyatt said county officials
wanted to get the project bid and
started. The county and city have

four laoes for years. Eventually, the

road will be widened all the way to -

Route 30.

County and city officials have .| '

worked for 10 years negotiating de-

-signs and options with residents in
the area. Late last summer, after -

‘meetings with residents throughout

the different neighborhoods along .
the way, officials got a design with -

whlch residents said they were
happ

In addmon to the roadwork; the
desxgn includes berms and 9- foot-

tall fences in some places to contain
‘noise. .

Kane ofﬁmals want the w1c'[emng

project to be as successful as the Or- |
chard Road underpass has been. Of-.
. ficials were notified that the under-

pass won Project of the Year Award
from the regional American Public

: Works Association and is now eligi-
ble for the national award given later

From Page Al

witnesses for both sides testified
that tire marks showed no evasive-
maneuver marks on the road — a

fact that was difficult for the defense -

to overcome.

- “There was no deer,” Kendall
County State’s Attorney Tini Mc-
Cann said in his closing arguments.

“We know those accidents happen,

hnt thie ia nat tha faca ”

_had plans to widen Orchard Road to  thisyear. = - R
OFFICER “Some days, you get & ‘oOn:'

viction, and you feel good,

and it’s all high fives. This
s not one of those days. We

had officers testifying
against officers. . . s

tough. We work with thesé
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The Beacon News tries to be accu-
rate and fair in every story it pub-
lishes. When a mistake occurs, we
want to fix it. To report Errors,

- call the managing editor at
844-5881.

. Valley Vocational Center was in-
correct in a story Friday about
-construction of a new administra-
tibn building for the Plano
School District. :

recentdeaths

Janney, William M., 75, Mont-

. gomery : :
Smith, August W, $r., 77, Leland
Tannienbaum, Hanry J., 93, North

Aurora

-

~The Beacon News
meril. A Hollinger
_ . International publication

Office S

101 S. River St., Aurora, IL 60506
Lobhy hours: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. -
‘Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.

Newspaper delivery
Joa Weber, circulation manager
Customier'seivice phanes ’
(630) 844-5800 or (800) 244-5844
Customer service e-mall )
'customerservica@scm.opm.
Custemer service hours
5:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.. weekdays
7-11 a.m. weekends .
5:30-10 a.m. holidays
Home defivery times ~~ = .
6:30 am. weekdays and holidays
- 7am. Saturdays. 8 a.m, Sundays. .

-fyou do not receive your paper by

*our delivery deadline, please call

-customer service before 10 a.m, -

‘weekdays {or 11 a.m. weekends)- .
- and we will daliver vour neeee w0l

® The abbreviation for the Indian

From Page A1

Youth Sefvi:ces, the Visiting Nurse

Association and Community Health
in Partnership are not allowed to
discriminate for residency issues.
While thére is no data for the
“medically underserved area,”
Onwuta said, health statistics for
the Kane County portions of Au-
rora showed high rates of dia-

. bétes there.

Mortality -rates for diabetes
were higher in Kane portions of
Aurora during 2001 — the latest
year for which state data is avail-
able — than they were in the rest

" of Kane County or even the rest

of the nation, _
Diabetes hospitalization rates
-also skyrockeéted here in 2000 to

well over Kane County, state and -

national numbers, although a
year later they were down again.

Mercy's program comes from-

an effort initiated by Companeros
en Salud — along with former
Mercy President and CEO Jack
Barto — to stem this epidemic,
Meyer said. In particular, the pro-
gram would address diabefes in a

language and cultural way to the

Hispanic community. -
Efforts are under way to hire a

bilingual. nurse educator who

would launch the program, possi-

bly as soon as spring, Meyer .

said. The hospital still hasn't re-
ceived the funds, although a
spokesman for Hastert confirmed
they were earmarked. _
‘Also, there are plans for a site
at Mercy and one also to be de-
termined within the community.

There have been discussions .
+ with St. Nicholas Church, al-

though the program may end up
elsewhere. - :
Mercy is in talks with potential
partners in the diabetes initiative.
“We can't get €énough people at
the table discussing diabetes,”

New

Meyer said. “It is an epidemic

with roots in our lifestyle.” -
Meanwhile, Friday's summit

-showcased the city’s already es-

tablished community health cen-
ters — Aunt Martha’s Youth Ser-
vices, Visiting Nurse Association
and Community Health Partner-
'ship — serving patients regard-

. less of their ability to present an

insurance card.

The summit’s organizer, Kane

County Health Department Per-
sonal Health Director Theresa

Heaton, said there was great.

hope because in the last two

years, the VNA and Aunt.

Martha’s both added primary-
care services, increasing access
to care for the underserved. Com-
munity Health Partnership al-
ready provided these.

Still, once these centers oper-
ate at full capacity, Heaton said,
projections are that they will
serve only 40 percent of the pop-

ulation’s needs unless current

funding levels are changed.
Also cited in Onwuta's health
and disease profiles were num-

cer.
Malignant neoplasms, a cate-
gory including a number of differ-
ent cancers, was the leading
cause of death in Aurora in 2001,
the epidemiologist said, whereas
it was heart disease in the rest of
Kane County. Breast cancer mor-
tality rates in Aurora also were
higher that year than they were
in the rest of Kane County or the
nation. C
While such statistics don't nec-

bers indicating a high rate of can-

essarily reflect the large medical-

ly underserved area here, Heaton

-said, access to primary care

means that diseases get treated
soon, complications and hospital-
izations are prevented, and pre-

- mature deaths can be minimized.

Onwzéta’s statistics rerfem'}:‘fg to .
.Aurora are based on the Kane
County portions of the city.

-

"
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Democrats
in Kane set
sights on

more gains .

® Candidates forum: County
demographics are turning
in their favor, l_eaders say

By Linda Girardi
- BEACON NEWS CORRESPONDENT

With the election season in full swing, Kane
County Democrats say they don’t intend to let
go of their foothold in county elected offices.-

The Aurora Township Democratic Central

Committee on Sunday sponsored a candidates
forum in a conference room at Provena Mercy
Center Hospital,
- County Board candidate Paul Greviskes,
who represents Aurora’s near West Side, said
when he first started serving in 1990, the final
vote of the Kane County Board always ran 6 to
20 in favor of the other party.

“We changed it because Republicans were -

fractured and we had the ability to atfect the
outcome and it’s been that way ever since,” he
said.

Greviskes, an attorney, is unopposed in the
March 16 primary.

‘With the strength of two Democratlc
representatives on the county’s executive
committees, Greviskes said Democrats have

been successful in enacting programs that

otherwise would have fallen by the wayside.

“There are programs Republicans would
never have funded,” Greviskes said, referring
to an intensive health care program for young
single mothers.

There are two Democrat candldates vying
for the County Bard seat in District 4. The
candidate who wins in this month’s primary

o Turn to DEMOCRATS, nz L
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will face Republican incumbent
Penny Cameron.

Bonnie XKunkel %aid her
experience as a practicing attorney
and years of volunteering have
given her insight about the issues
facing residents, many of them
struggling with real life problems,

“T've heard the stories but it's not
enough — youy have to listen and
act,” Kunkel said, adding the
county’s growth and fiscal issues
need to be addressed.

When asked why she was
unsuccessful in her last attempt,
Kunkel said it's challenging to run
in a predominantly Republican
county.

“If we can't out spend them, we
can outwork them,” she said. I
promise to work harder to win.”

Her primary opponent, Frank
Craig, whose profession is in the
global travel agency industry, said
the county must attract corporate
businesses. ,
~ “We need the types of businesses
that bring real jobs and real benefits
and ease the property tax burden on
residents,” Craig said.

Tom Meadath also runaing for
Kane County Board, is unopposed
in the March 16 primary.

“We can do business as tsual or

stop the uncontrolled growth, rising .
taxes and increasing unemploy- .

ment rates and give government
back to the voters,” he said.

Meadath, a Vietnam War veteran
and owner of a Web site design
company in St. Charles, said 28,000
people in Kane County are
unemployed and thousands are
living below the poverty level. He
said the solution is to recruit new
businesses to the county.

Meadath also urged.voters to

. check the facts.

“An informed voter is a
nightmare to the Republican party,”
he said.

Meadath will face Republican

Karen Steve-McConnaughay in

November.

“If you look at the poor
performance overall of the County
Board, I don't consider that a
recommendatlon he said. “If she
wants to exhibit leadership, why
hasn't she done so by now? I
consider her part of the problem,

.

not a solution.”

Coroner candidate Robert Moore

opened his remarks on the lighter
side, by saying Quincy from the
television show wasn’t the coroner.
. “The guy with the mustache who
was always giving Quincy a hard
time was the coroner,” Moore said,
adding it's that toughness that he
would bring back to the office.

“The corener is the chief
investigative officer in cases of
murders and suspicious deaths. He
needs to be an investigator,” said
Moore, who once served as a U.S,
Army military policeman and has 15
years in law enforcement.

Moore said he would enhance
existing programs to reduce drug

trafficking and usage, abuse and -

neglect of children, drunken driving
and suicide -programs instituted by
Mary Lou Kearns and advanced by
David Moore.

He pledged to work cooperatively
with members of the County Board,
law enforcement, schools and
municipalities fo educate and reach
out to residents. “Our current coroner
has paid lip service or ignored these
programs,” Moore said.

Renee Robinson, who is running .

for Kane County state’s attorney,
said she was the first African-

American woman to prosecute

cases in DuPage County. She now
practices law in Aurora.

“We need to bring integrity and
accountability back into law
enforcement,” Robinson said.

Michael Lowery, a staff
psychologist for the state-run Elgin

Mental Health Center, said he -

believes he.can transfer his
experience of serving as a civil
servant to the office of Kane County
recorder.

Lowery proposed to cut costs and
increase efficiencies in the office
and update existing technology.

“] plan to first reduce waste in the
budget,” Lowery said. ‘

Democrats say they are hopeful
about the prospects of once again-

“holding the county’s key offices. At

one time, Democrats held

_countywide oﬂices for clerk, sheriff

and coroner.
“The demographics of the county

.are changing,” Greviskes said. -

The forum’s moderator was State
Rep. Linda Chapa LaVia, D-Aurora.

“I am encouraged we'll get the
representation that directly reflects
theddemographics of the area,” she
said.
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. | Anmcmwpm tumoﬁRoute 72in
Rutland Tounship is, now officially, a rustic treasure

SiE iR

g L 2

'BY AMY. E. WILLIAMS
Daily Heraid Corresponden

It’s easy to pass up. _

If it weren't for the tavern
kiddy corner from the start of
Thurnau Road, you might just
breeze on by along Route 72,
never guessing the gravel path
is the beginning of one of the

most scenic drives in Kane

County. -
- There are no signs directing
you to go down the mile and a
half of dirt-and-gravel road, or
hints of what lies over the shal-
low hills or around the gentle
Curves, Co
But Thurnau Road is some-

Bob Conro has dedicated much of his life to plleéérving'ifhurnau Rdad i |
near Hampshire. The road is still gravel and was the main highway before Route 47 took over.

S-39-04 Dailey flerald

e 16ng road back.

thing Kane' County Board

- members don't think you !
should pass up. As such, they '

recently. declared. it the

‘county’s first Rustic Road —
giving.it landmark status-
because of its natural and his-’

toric significance that protects

it from knee-jerk changes.
,Thurnau, pronounced

“Turner” by locals, sits at the

southwest end of Rutland .-

Township, intersecting with
routes 20, 72and 47. -
The road meanders by now-

‘dormani farm fields, a
-scattered few century-old

houses and barns hidden in
clusters of Burr Qaks, and-a

SRR RN B B T
R e Bl ada i) el s AT R g

. pA{v@ TONGE/BAILY HERALD
n western Kane County - .

cemetery that is home to four
CivilWar veterans. = '
It’s a sparse and quiet refuge

See SCENIC on PAGE 9




__mE [BAN PAIEWPUE] JSIY spjunog .

" auey Eo: newinyy umop ¥ony dnyoid sty SeAup 01u0) qog

QIVETH ATIVA/AINOL FAVA

. Te1 23s pmos apdoad
‘STead 10] U3 ST MOY ST )] pue
[ynneaq e s — ssamamb atp

(K1ewads ayl ‘sdoxd ayg, ‘pres

OIU0D) SOUBIYTUILS JTI0ISTY 21

911231 03 PR peOI 317 JO AMEaq

a1 aas o) apdoad 1mem | “axsy
EBmE Yonw os s1 a1y,

_ MO §p10231
£1unoo fudnoasisul 72 aInoy
at 18 Asadoid s paumo ey
AJTuTe] a17) 10 PAWIRU Sem prROY
neuwiny] pue ‘paueys sem

. Ly 9oy 1eutduo ag jo qied
. 9 GERT U “Lp N0y joired sem

peoy neuwmyy, ¢y AWos 104
"peoI 5] 3ugutofpe pue| ayy
JO GONUI PAUMO DYM ‘SIRIS Y'Y
19)® PIlIBU JUSWIA[ILS SHIeIS
Al1ea 211 10§ 10pLIIO) .UIRW
ay) se paaIas Afem3iio pue
digsumoy s13 ur speor 1s9p[o

-

* 31 JO auo 3T )M '098T e ALIed

se sdeus uo sreadde peor ayy,

’ i ‘53211 JO B3S 9] pue
puod e ‘saamy s,peor sy Jun
-pnpUT £epo] 1T [0S 18R pue]
3 JO SONSULIIRIEYD MOUS 1B
sdew Ayumop suey Ares £q dn

payoeq are suondinsap IRy,

*daay 03 3uem La
Jeym siet pue — sdep 1safrea
S11 oI} pedueyoun suTRwWaI
prROI 31 JO I0AB[] oY) Aes
S[e20] JINg )50 UaaG 3ARY PLoI
ay Buofe s3uip[mq uzouwﬁ
a1} JO aWos ‘pres oJuoy) ‘swn

- I3AQ 108103 Apsow ‘[(am

103107 Juswrdoasp 1R

‘ PUR[ 51} 835 PUE JJ0 08 0] SI8A

-up a8emooua 03 sareySnorom

B 10[RUI (1M $109SI910T 11 S19UM

78
&
)
i
§

peor a1 Supjrew sulis [elsur

03 pualu oﬁm mﬁaﬁo b:soo

Aunoo aip
4q %wﬁvﬁznoanm 10] pamaiaal
aq 01 peau 1511} “yuswdo
-[2A3p mau pue peor i uome

-sjurod ssaooe mau AyderBodo)

Bunsxa 9yl Jo. suonw
-Ial[e ‘saam AITEaY JO [eAOWIAT
ay) se yons. ‘sadueyd eyl
salels oﬂm uonjeudisap ayJ

"DaAIas
-a1d aq pinoys pue| pmIMopde
ay1.pue vn:omwoa ag pnoys
$391] uuﬁuﬂs ’ ﬁmﬂ-ﬂuﬁ_ﬂﬁn
3q PMoys a0vpms (34813 91 [99]

Ao .mEESB 104 ‘pewatord are

mumuwﬁwﬁuﬁ.ﬂwﬂu S, PeOI a1 121N}

_s1 uoneudisap a3 0] Joryn)

. Opam
a1 11 Ao[ua pmoy apdoad 1o1po
os uoneusisap a1 pajuem isnf
I 7810} Op 1qed NOA Moy |, “pres
0IU0D) PJO-1Bak-2y. 91 o)
uj J1 22331] 0} 1UBM JUpIp i,

"OTISTU Sk 1 9jeudisap o] adreyp
ayp pay ‘steak 1oj peoy hewmyy,
Buole Bj[e]e pue sueaq ‘U0
pauuey sey pue aIysdwey
ur, mm._:H oym .o.EoU qog

JAem
1eyl A5 pmoys bmuﬁogm
)1 pu® [NJI2pUOM §,3] "ONISNI
s,)I 'pased 10U s1f Eunzou )

~a1p 83 ed weieaq ot Jo s3Y;,

"pres 3Ys ,'pHoM [ear a1 jo Sum(
apsnq apsny sug [[e 10U 53[,
"58S10T{ IN] JO 310 UO Pec 3
Suore dojes 01.say (23] )usaop
BU[S 1) IR TN 0S IIAIU ST .
21911 ‘pres pys[emoy “[ms Ing’
pres
aYS ‘UIdAR] SYIRIS PO S 0}
INDLI0YS B SE PEOY NEWMTT, 3xe}

'sTRD 3501} ‘sAeplIq A[ferdadsa

‘SIYBFU 9TI0S U() "L N0y waoﬁ
durpaads sIed sas ued ays ‘uon
-daIp Ewn I UT $00] ays |
. "Peoy NeuwmyL, .
Suore ﬁm:uucmm S, D{STemO] TIoIy
$)S06a JR1 JO SUIOU JT SB 'SJ1 *eale -
wid{g a1y} pue A9(Iuny ‘aIys
~durey ay1 ur sawoy 1s9Mmau
3y} JO aWIDS WOIJ SIINUILE
b:o st Awradoid 1ay ySnoyJ
} Eriie
Surds oY) ST wiiey 9sI0Y 131
WO 5935 aYs $ABS D{STEMOY Uy
ymy ﬁBEm MU AJuo ayy
‘adeos
-pue[ seare aty dn SUMMO[EMmS
EmE&EmSmU M3 .21} wo1y -

tmﬁ woif pomgguor) ‘

mmmE 0981 uo vu,aommm peoy : .u_—_@omwﬂ



\

Panel
lower speed
on S-curve
Coumy board’s trampdridtitm pandl

also calls for median on Randall Road | .

'| BY PATRICK WALDRON

3-36-04 Dty Hepedet

Daily Herald Staff Waiter

bound lanes of the Randall
Road S-curve could be included
in this year’s construction
season under the latest recom-
mendation for improving the
four-lane highway’s safety.

At the continued urging of
high school students and other
residents, the county board’s
‘transportation ' committee
Friday recommended the instal-
lation of a 9-foot-wide median
and called for lowering the S-
curve's speed limit to 50 mph
from 55. S .

-*] think installation of a bar-

| rier is key to slowing things-

down,” board member John
Hoscheit, a St. Charles Republi-
can, said supporting the

.| recommendation. -

Improving the steich of Ran-
dall Road between Silver Glen
Road and Red Haw Road in St.
Charles Township has become a
public safety priority in the

Work to install a median
between north- and south-

months following the Novem-
ber traffic death of St. Charles
North High School segior
Samantha Joos.’

She was killed when she lost -,

control of her car and crossed
the center line while driving
through the S-curve. -

Since then, several North stu-
dents and former St. Charles
school board president Steve
Cole have been pressuring the
county to lower the stretch’s

speed limit and add other safety’

improvements.

Last month the transporta-
tion committee and later the
county board approved
installing new warning signs
along the road. A speed limnit

change was not included in the

first safety package.

After further study ordered by
the committee, the safety rec-
ommendation from  the
county’s transportation division
expanded Friday.

Transportation engineer Steve
Pasinski said the new plan calls

See S-CURVE on PAGE 5

pushes | _ 

Gontinued from Page 1

for a 9-foot-wide, 9- inch-tall
concrete median to be built in
center of the road. The project
will shrink the width of the
road’s lanes and shoulder by
several inches. ) .

That engineering change
should result in a “natural”
reduction of speed, Pasinski said.

“and it should vastly reduce
the chance of crossover acci-
dents,” he said.

The construc:.tion. project
" could be ready for bid by March,

he said. Estimates provided in
earlier discussions show a
median could cost between
$225,000 and $250,000.

But a new medijan and speed

-limit might not be the only

changes. Cole and even some
board members — namely
Karen McConnaughay and Barb
Wojnicki, both St Charles
Republicans — want more traf-
fic lights.

S-curve: Board pushes tbr-ftrafﬁc lights

They point specifically to the |
dangers presented by limited
visibility at the intersections of
Bolcum and Randall roads and
Crane and Randall roads. :

“Please think of making some
changes,” McConnaughay said
10 the comInittee.

Transportation committee
chairman Bill Wyatt, an Aurora
Republican, said he expects the
issue of new traffic hights on
Randall to be discussed again’
next month.
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outages due to overloads of equipment and lines.”
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$25,000 deposit

to do the eastside study. The study would help determina.-,
if a nonresidential, eastside route for 138KV high poweT;

I
| we

oad

ing to withdraw its pelition to the ICC for the Randall Ry

138KV lines proposal on the west side.
The cities feel ComEd should redirect its efforts and’

mioney to an acceptable sohution for 138 KV service to the?

" According to Batavia City Administrator Bill McGrath,
The cities together have paid ComEd a

the cities’ reaction was “bom out of complete frustration.#r,
" .MgcGrath said the cities are upset that ComEd hase.

made a study of extending power lines on the east side of -

the commumities a low priority while at the same time

Tines would be a viable alternative.

region. Over the last several months, representatives froft”
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Consultants

_ on the south.

Downer Flace, including:

push for higher
speed on Galena

32804 BECon,

By David Garbe

STAFEWRITER ~ . :

AURORA — A study of traffic patterns on
the city’s southwest side confirms many trends
that area residents fong have bemoaned.

“The study, presented to the public at a
neighborhood meeting this vycck, anab_rzed the
volume, speed and destination of vehicles on
the major streets west of downtown and be-
tween Galena Boulevard on th_e_north,
Edgelawn Drive on the west ahd Prairie Street

One problem the study highlighted was a
tendency for drivers to use Downer Place as a
major east-west thoroughfare rather than the
four-lane Galena Boulevard. '

The conclusion is part of an ongoing study
into Aurora's traffic patterns being conducted

wiltech Enginecring. . -
hygt;nsxﬂtants gom the company said Aurora
had several options for shifting traffic off qf

Tnereasing the speed lifmit on Galena from 30
td 35 raph agnd lowering Downer's speed limit
i25mph. . o .
' ggnc]gronizing the traffic lights on Galena
¢ possibly adding separate left-turn lanes. ‘
Limiting the amount of traffic r?utcd onfo
owner from downtown Aurora’s one-way
street system, possibly even by p‘nmmahng,mg
ohe-way system. That system will be examined
ifl an upcoming portion of Aurera’s traffic
" study. T . )
'Thursday's presentation was the first ime
Atg::;m ofﬁiialg had seen the study’s results,
and said they would-examine their options
carefully. The city-will not take any acfion until
2005 at the carliest, officials said. .

Underused, overused L
I The data revéaled that most streets in the
ajea cearry the amount of traffic for which they
were designed. The exceptions were Galena, a
major theroughfare that tends to be under-
u%,ed, and Dovmer, a minor road with excessive
u?ﬁﬁf?a measurin; g‘ daily traffic volumes for five
1r"ionthé, researchers found the busiest sn-etch_-
el of Galena carried an average of 16,200 vehi-

‘ d : 7. 1 ) .
qﬁApt;;u':lY major fourlane road jike Galena is
etnected to carry between 28,000 and 3%%0
vehicles per da{. gﬂq u;fgﬁg engincer Bob An-
dfes of Civiltech Engin .

%Downer‘s busiest stretch, hetween Randall
Eoad and Elmweod Drive, carmes about 5,300
vhhicles a day. A residential secondary roac_i_
like Downer should catry dZ,OGD to 4,000 vehi-

Ji day, engineers said.
d‘%ﬁif :313 :_hnegl traffic on Downer, the study
shawed that abeut 21 percent of wesﬁ39und
drivers and 39 percent of eastbound drivers
were using the residential street as a high-
speed roiite between downtown and the far
\é’ﬁst Side, in part to avoid the stop lights on

ena. o
% another contributing factor to Downer's
Heavy traffic is the one-way street system in

'y

State funding cut
could slow area
park development

239-C4 _Beacon

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

Failure to fund a 17-year-old state
of linois open-ands grant program
could slow park and forest preserve
development throughout the Fox
Valley. ]

In his recent budget address,
Gov. Rod Blagojevich suggested
putting the Open Space Land Acqui-
sitton and Development, or OSLAD,
program on “holiday.” The move
would save $34 million in the 2004

- state budget. - :

But officials throughout Illincis
have said it would impact land ac-

quisition and development of park

fand. OSLAD i$ responsible for the
purchase of 8,631 acres for parks,
open space and natural areas across
the state since 1986, some 1,860

acres in the past three years alone. -

The program has funneled about
$32.6 million into Kane, Kendall,
DeKalb and DuPage counties since
1986. With most of that grant
money matched locally, it has been
a key source for funding land acqig-
sition and development in the area.

"If the OSLAD program is elimi-
nated or not adequately funded, it
will take more years to open up
some of this land to the public,” said
Drew Ullberg, planning director for
the Kane County Forest Preserve
District. .

Most local park districts and for-
est preserves have not put together
their OSLAD grant requests for
2004 vet, so itis hard to point to spe-
cific programs the budget cut will
impact in the coming year. .

Ullberg said Kane County most
likety would have used an OSLAD
request to develop the Pingree
Grove marsh in the northem part of
the county. OSLAD money went
into purchase of that land.

In recent years, the district re-
ceived $750,000 from QSLAD to-
ward purchase of the Muirhéad
Springs Forest Preserve property,
and about $1 million toward pur-
chase of the Corron Farm property
in Campton Township. - ~

“We have very few preserves that

" are untouched by grants,” Ullberg

satd. “State grant programs have
been very generous to us inthe
past.” ’

G Millions toward area parks

According to the Hlinois Associa-
tion of Park Districts, the Kane
County Forest Preserve District has
received $2.6 million from QOSLAD
since 1985.

Other Kane County entities to re-
ceive OSLAD funds include: the city
of Aurora, $926,600; Batavia Park
District, $836.500; Campton Town-
ship, $800,000; Dundee Township
Park District, $1 million; city of

_Elgin, $1.35 million; Fox Valley Park
District, $2.44 million; Geneva Park
District, $879,200; and St. Charles
Park District, $2.12 million,

In Kendall Counly, the Kendall
County Forest Presgtve District has
received $618,900) and the Oswe-
goland Park District, $872,350.

Among the §15.3 million received
in DuPage County since 1986, $1.9
million has gone to the Naperville

Park District, and $804,200 has
gone to the city of Warrenville and
Park District combined. - .

DeKalb County has received $1.3
million from OSLAD.

Local matching funds

Kane County Board member Jim
Mitchell, R-North Aurora, who
heads the Forest Preserve District’s
Land Acquisition Comumittee, noted
that state grants usually are added-

to local money raised for land acquj— -~

sition. .
“We have probably taken the $70

million we raised through referen-

dum (in 1999} and turned it into

over $100 million,” Mitchell said.

- Ullberg said, in Kane, officials

usually apply for two OSLAD grants

each year, one for land acquisition
and one for development.

‘The Illinois Association of Park
Districts is lobbying hard for rein-
statement of OSLAD funds. The as-
sociation said that Blagojevich
specifically mentioned OSLAD as
an essential program when he cam-
paigned in 2002.

“The OSLAD program has been
essential for acquiring open space
in Illinois’ most rapidly developing
cities and villages,” said Ted
Flickinger, the association’s chief
executive officer.

OSLAD is not funded by the
state's general operating budget,
but by the real estate transfer tax. -

i f the
dbwntown Aurora, which dumps }'nuch of t
vﬁ::\:tl.l-hound \raffic from the city's East Side
ohto Downer rather than Galena.
b [
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Kane is one county

he most disappointing aspect of
‘the 2004 primary election is easy to
identify.

Itis the continuing refusal of some
county board candidates in Elgin and
Aurora to recognize that their decisions
affect everyone, not just the constituents

" on either end of the county. Some of

these county board members — not all
— more often view themselves as
bookends on either side of central Kane

. County rather than public stewards for:

EVEryone.

In Elgin, Larry Wegman declined to
take advantage of our opportunity to
speak directly with voters. His assertion:
that the Kane County Chronicle does not
circulate in Elgin and therefore he need
not speak to our readers nor our editors

. preparing for endorsements, according
< to the letter he mailed.

Why a public servant would refuse.

- the opportunity to speak directly with
- Kane County taxpayers and voters is

ro

puzzling. But the decision alsc is rooted
in a falsehood.

True, the Kane County Chronicle has

- yet to devote the same resources to the
*. cities of Elgin and Aurora as we have to

-

“ Central Kane County communities. Still,

the Chronicle sells more than 100

. newspapers each day in Wegman's
« district. Either the representative did
* not know this fact, which is public

_ record and authenticated by an
~ independent audit commission, or he
- chose to ignore it. ‘

s

Either way, it is gravely disappointing.
Wegman did not return telephone

* calls so we could ensure that he had the

= correct information to make his
_~decision. Nor did his Republican primary
- opponent, Jack Cook.

- Ta be fair, the Kane County Chronicle

- only recently has expanded its horizons.
* Our focus once was primarily limited to

Batavia, Geneva and St. Charles. Our

- editorial voice once recognized the

invisible walls surrounding Elgin and
Aurora. :

But, as has been said, those days are

_aver

Those days had to end. Those days of *
“I'll worry about mine, you worry about
yours” simply no longer serve Kane

County residents.

Not too long ago, the mindset
recognized an unstated divisiveness
between. the north end, the south end

~ and the middle of Kane County. That

divisiveness did not cripple the county

. because there still were enough one-lane

roads and farmland to separate the
communities.
. ‘Nolonger.
This is not attempt to embarrass Or
engender contempt for Wegman, Cook
and others. Rather, it is a poignant

. reminder that Kane County has changed,

and so must the views held by the county -
board and the Republican Party.

First, this type of approach to ,
governance and politics is slowly eroding
a once-solid base of support that Repub-
licans not only enjoyed, but took for
granted.

It still is a longshot that a Democrat
will win countywide office. However,
Democrats improve their odds year after
year. The Democratic Party is gaining
influence in Aurora and Elgin. Election -
victories — and not as many landslide
defeats — offer crystal-clear evidence. .

Second, problems once only
associated with the blue-collar
communities have been trickling into
city halls in Central Kane County. There
is a homeless shelter. There are drug
arrests and treatment concerns. There

" are économic revitalization challenges.

Certainly, there are other examples.

Elected leaders in Elgin and Aurora
need not be beholden to the interests of
Central Kane County. Their duty to their
constituency remains a priority. But the
priority must not overshadow the needs
of the entire county.

Those days have been over for quite
some time. The refusal to recognize such
change not only will affect government,
it also will affect partisanship.

1t is the thread pulling row-by-row at
the Republican tapestry. Officials would
be wise to stop pulling against each
other, put aside differences inherent to a
county that no longer exists, and begin to
work for the benefit of the entire county
and the entire Republican Party.

If, for no other reason, because the
Democrats are waiting with smiles.
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g Kane County Board District 10 -

Batavia voters choosing Republican ™

- 'baliots in Kane County Board District 10 *
" _‘have a clear choice for their county
:representative: Thomas Van Cleave,

- Van Cleave is a proven public servant -
-with a record of accomplishment, He
‘leads a three-way race of Joseph Fen'one

- {51, and Anthony Cvek.

. = Incumbent DOuglasWe:gand s not

. .seeking re-election in the March 16 -

‘ Repubhcari primary. :
Van Cleave is the current schoolboard

.presxdent,_ ang critics have been quick to

assail him with conflict of interest charges

‘should he win election to the county

" “board. .

Such thought is utter nonsense. -

To be sure, state law is unclear on
when such confiicts occur. There also are’
conflicting legal opinions on the subject.

" Gondflict of interest situations really are :

.- “arnatter of common sense. They most *
- 'often involve taxpayer money and serving
“two masters in the planmng and decision-

L ‘:_makingprocess. -

Van Cleave's position on the school

" board is voluntary. He is not paid. So there-

“are no questions of Van Cleave receiving
‘two salaries funded by taxpayers.
" There also is no conflict regan‘lmg

Endorsements

i(ahe County Board

planmng nor decision-making. As '
president of the school board. Van Cleave
has the hully pulpit to set school the .~ .-
" board agenda. However, hie cannot make
decisions by himself. - ’

. . As a member of the county board, he
also does not have sole decision-making -
authority, Further, his knowledge of -

. finances and the pressure schools face

with shrinking budgets and residential -
growth are in line with the challenges -

. facing the Kane County Board.

Van Cleave’s experlencewxl.l benefit
everyone.
‘Van Cleave also has been active in the

. corumunity: He has been a strong
- member of the Batavia Charnber of
. Cammerce, Batavia Rotary Club andthe -
-. Batavia Plan Commission. All offer insight’

for difficult county board responsibilities.
His position to limit farther curb cuts

‘on Randall Road is long overdue. His

support for additional transportation
thoroughfares and improving current
roads istempered withthe |
acknowledgment that both are d.d.'ﬁmlt
volatile issues. He recognizes and is not
afraid to say that the jail overcrowding
issue is at a brealdng point.

Van Cleave: offers leadership anda
clear vision for voters in Batavia and all of
Kane County. He is strongly endorsed.

; Kane' County Boaid District 14

" Itis not often a county board race
.attracts two, well-qualified pohtlcal
newcomers to an open seat.

That is the enviable pusmon votersin
-District 14 find themselves, with :
businessmen Mark Davoust and Arniey

\Silvestri seeking the post vacated by](ane' .

.County Board Chairman candidate Karen
McConnaughay inthe March 16
" ‘Republican priinary.
- Thedistrict, which includes parts uf

"\5t, Charles and Geneva l&wnshlps, faces .

" .unique challenges. Davoust is best
cquipped to represent the district and
‘make decisions for the betterment of the
entire county.

Silvestriis a custom-home builder and
Davoust is vice presidcnt of Bragel
Products ‘

‘Silvestri has been unfaisly criticized as
a developer. He is not. The man builds .
fewer than 12 custam homes each year.”

' By Kane County's standards, that's not
"« even the-entrance to a smiall subdivision.
! Brasel Productsis a family-owned

% success story that manufactures cohesive .

: tape products for clients around the
: globe, Sometimes we forget that such
- arnazing stottes are hidden here in
i Central Kane County.
+ Davoustand Silvestri .hold similar
: views-on the most pressmg issues facing
Kané County.
' .7 Both consider traffic a serious issue
am:l support the Prairic Parkway.
~Both support addmona} hndge

crossings.
- And both recogmze growth is a cnucal

issue. -
BPaveust earns our endorsement fora |

" host oflittle reasons that, when added

together, make him a solid choice.
Davoust announced his campaign -

‘carly, but did not barrage the commumty

with a lot'of campaign hype. He quietly

. worked to develop £Ta55-T00tS SUpport.

Those meetmgs have benefited him on
the campaign trail. More important, the

" meetings pravided an excelient

opportunity to understand the every-day

- concerns of his district.

- Davoust also offers a more m-depth
analysis of the issues of the day. He offers

.complex answers to complex problems
and understands that progress will not be *

made overnight.’

At the same time, Davoust under-
stands theréisan urgency to Kane
County's most pressing issues. Conver-

_ sation and debate have occurred ad

nauseam with regard to jail overcrowding, -
transportation gridiock and FoxRiver ©
bridge crossings. [tis time to act.

Finally, Davoust understands the art of
communication. Semetimes a quiet man,

" Davoust understands when to coax
- followers to reach the right decision and

when to lead them where they need to go.
1t is a subtle difference that will pay huge

dividends as Kane County conunues to

grow. .
Davoust s in the best positioh ta bring
reasoned action to the Kane County
Board. Heis endotsed
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'Kane OKs

|| lower speed,
median for
(deadly road

By William Presecky o
Tribune staff reparter JiCGY 6
29800 Chitd,
_ In'sesporise toresidents’ de-
mands}KaneEounty officials
Friday reduced the speed lim-
it on a dangerous section“of
_ Randall Road and approved .
, construction of -a’ median
| where a teenage driver was
killed in November. - .
Work on the road near St.
Charles is expected to begin
this summer.. ‘The County
Board's Transportation Com-
mittee reduced the speed by 5
m.p.h.to50m.p.h.ontheroad-
-way’s. S-shaped curve and au-
"thorized installation of a 9-
foot-wide, . 9-inch-high curb.
and gutter center barrier
along ‘roughly 1,600 feet of
Randall near Crane Road,
Residents had been press- °
ibe | ingforareductionto4sm.ph. -
i. | A further reduction in the
' . | speed limit is possible, county
‘officials said, pending a re-
view after installation of the
. | median. - - o
.. The curve, which -county
"l efigineers say. ' is :different
. |.thanany othérsection of Ran-
Tet’) dall,"is between Silver Glen
pse | and Red Haw Roads, -
th- | Aécording to recent county
3id | highway statistics, 26 acci-
;| dents have occurred in the 3-
sjor- | mile-long area during the last
ing | three yeéars. That contrasts
oci- | with anaverage ofabout three
ing- | accidents in other ‘busy sec-
ads’ | tions of Randall of compara-
ble length. - g S,
t to | . Recent observations
e it | showed that 75 percent of the
act, | 40,000 vehicles aday that trav-
el through the area exceed the
out | 55-m.p.h. speed limif. The
'est: | area features a steep down-
ss,” | grade and sight lines that
to | tempt drivers to speed, ac-
be- | cording to county engineers. _
an- .

sage waos ) Y

LBTY T v -

“ANBISARIO TN TIr T vrrrasy




Wegman, Republican, fQ‘r.Kane

‘ County'recorder.lhaveworked I

- with and known Sandy for many-
y years Asrecorder,shehas . ¥
t- : worked hard for the peopleof -
Kane County. .. - S

7 As a county board member, 1.
serve on the public service com-
mittee that oversees the
recorder’s office.” ' .0 .

 Under the management of i
SandyWegman, the officeis a
good example of how a county

. department should operate —" .
' excellent customer service,
 efficiency and consisténtly
under budget. . »

" In fact, the recorder’s office is
the only department in Kane
‘County that has acnally * «
requested that jts fees be _

_reduced. Asan attorney, the ser-
vice I receive from the recorder’s -

~ office is nothing short of out-

s standing. | S

- . Asaresultof the record
number of refinancing and
home sales in Kane County
during 2003, the recorders office

. recorded 223,000 documents, up

1 35percentfrom the previous
year. Sandy and her team have
done an excellent job of keeping

~up with the additional workload -

. "without having to.hire addi-

4. tional staff. T

As aRepublican, Icansay -

* Wegman represents and _

- believes in the Republican prin-
ciples of limited government,
lower taxes, property rights and
personal fesponsibility. Sandy is
a dedicated public servant who-

" actually puts service to the
people of Kane County before
politics and self-promotion.

1 Please join me in supporting
puravia herMarchl16. . .
‘ - John A. Noverini

. Dundee Township GOP

‘Wegman the I‘lght L Precinct 27 Committeemarn
choice for recorder . .~ " Kane CountyBoard |

: ) ‘ - District 23

1 am writirig to -en:_:lbrse Sandy entersville
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~ A vote for Rauschenberger

Government spending is out of
control. It’s time we start voting in
real fiscal conservatives and voting
out politicians who think the future
will take care of itself.

That's why I am voting for Republi-
can State Sen. Steve Rauschenberger

for U.S. Senate. When Sen. Rauschen-

berger says he fights for lower taxes
and less government waste, his
record proves it. He has been on the
appropriations committee in the State

. Senate for nearly his entire 11 years

in Springfield. On Appropriations,

239X

Beacon newS

Sen. Rauschenberger has worked
hard to streamline, simplify, and
shrink the state government.

Sen. Rauschenberger understands
that when government wastes our
dollars it hurts real people. He has
worked for privatization and competi-
tion and he as publicly challenged
politicians who take taxpayers for
granted.

Please join me in voting for state
Sen. Steve Rauschenberger for U.S.
Senate on March 16.

William Keck

Sugar Grove

A vote for Janes

I am writing this letter in support
of Judge Robert Janes. [ believe he
deserves your vote on March 16 for
the position of circuit judge of the
16th Judicial Circuit,

I'have never openly supported a
candidate for office before or written -
aletter on a candidate’s behalf. In
fact, T am not related to J udge Janes,
nor do I practice in front of him as an
attorney. I was recently in front of
him on a speeding ticket where [ was
a defendant.

Judge Janes made an intimidating

- experience bearable. He took the

time to explain the court procedures
to all of us, told us what our rights
were and what options we had in
court. I noticed that if someone had a
question, he would take the time to

- answer the question,

Even though there viere about 500

" people on his court call, he made sure

each one of us felt that we had owr
day in court. Judge Janes was and is
the type of compassionate individual
with the proper judicial temperament
we need as a full circuit judge.
During the time I watched him, he
gave out stiff sentences when war-
ranted and gave breaks to the people
when they were called for. In short,
he was the true definition of a judge
— fair at all times and made dec-
sions as required. The circuit judges
of the 16th Judicial Circuit should be
proud that they appointed Judge
Janes and now we should elevate him
to full circuit judge by electing him
on March 16.
Alison Mason
Batavia
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“doing their best’

at

" meéeting, which was held at

Fishermen'’s Inn.
The Kane-DuPage district is

. oneof98inthestate. The districts
were established in 1937 under

the Mlinois’ Soil. and Water

ture development. The plan ear-
marks most of western Kane

",to fight sprawl

;' By DAN CHANZIT 'planners to make dec1sxons on
Kane County Chmmcle ' land use.
' . About 240 were completed-
ELBURN — Kane County of— - last year on land in DuPage and
ficials must remain vigilant to Kane counties, conservation dis-
prevent valuable farrland from trict officials’
falling to wrban sprawl. . - said. -
) "’Iheyaredomgthe bestthey,r ‘A report
can,” said Richard Greene, asso- may.not stop
* ciate professor of geography at a develop-
Northein Tlincis Umver51ty in ment, but it
DeKalb.. - wil  make -
“Kane . County is in. ooc_l ll- someone ask
shape, he said. “There are efforts questions -
. being made to preserveland.”. about how.to -
Greene made the remarks - i reserve
Thursday during a presentation land” "~ said
on urban sprawl at the annual Kevin Bohlin, .
meeting of the Kane-DuPage Soil - the conservation dxstnct’s chair-
andWater Conservation District. man. -
Greene's ‘presentation - was Kane .. Cou.nty. _ Board_
given at the districts annual Chairman Mike McCoy attended -

Greene’s presentation. He said
Greene’s assessment - of Kane

-County’s stance on development

was on target.
“His research ocunmdes w1th
whatwe are trying to do,” McCoy

Conservation District Act.- They said.

re | -are responsible for providing McCoy said part of the suc-
sn | technical informaton on meth-  cess is because of the county’s -
¢ | ‘ods of soil and water conserva- computerized maps, which
rs | ton. county officials make avzilableto
te Gretne uses global posmon- mummpa]mes for planning pur- ~-
ee | im and remote sensing tech- . poses.

te | nologies to research charges in- ‘Tt is a step in the right direc-

~ | land use that result from urban . tion,” CCOtisalti "We share all

i | SPE rawl that data all units of govern-

T | He applauded the county’s ment.” -

M 2030 . Land Use Plan, which Also on Thursday, the conser-
o .courityofficialsuse to planforfu- _vation district honored several -

residents for their commitment
towater and soil preservation.

li Oountyfor agricultural uses. . MeCoy was honored for his
-Greene also lauded the con- efforts on the county board to
< servanon districts’ Natural preserve farmiand. Geneva recy-

Resource Inventory reports that
include aland evaluation and 31te

‘assesstnent reports. )
-~ LESA reports use a sconng.
_ S{)stem tb warn municipalities

out land with natural features
thatneed protection.
"The reports are issuéd on all

‘land slated for zdning changes.

The advisory, nonbinding reports
are used by zoning boards and

cling coordinator Roger Morris -

was onoredforexcellence inre- -

cycling: ' Robert Lootens of
Batawa was honored for his work
to preserve and restore natural
areas at - Fermi National

_ Accelerator Laboratoryin Batavia -
“and the late John Biddle of

Elbumn received the 2004 Dick

. Young Award for his lifetime of
dedication to natural Tesources.
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Forest preserve
stupidity

To the Editor: . .

I have never written a letter of
complaint before to any of the
elected officials in this country,
maybe that's a good thing and
maybe its.not. .

But after reading the Kane -
County Chronicle’s article on Feb.

- 20 about the Forest Preserve

asking David Peterson of Geneva
to stop plowing the snow on the
Fox River Trail, I felt that I needed

{. to start opening my mouth and

Ip.JO

“UOTEMTS AU JO SISA[E
[euoissajoid v pue jwiad e  0JUT 03 0] PSMPEIYIS SOURLIPIO UOY

I9UMO 91} J1 “}Iq SI UCQIPPE 10 2010 ATHIEIIAD BAAUSD — VAANID

. oM PIAOUIAL 3q JOU Aewr JoFre]
-ONNS B 310J3q PaUTEIqO G 0] 28
{14 syeutad [eaonral 3a.J] ‘9Agoag

10 sale ¢'1 £)1ado1d do saaa],
YEUF 0 3211 € UMOP JND 0] STUBM

JJUEU

D05 FHO

oy |

0. U

Isanbal juLiad Surpimq e 0} pajefel

ST [EAOWIRI AP [ 10] 2215 AUe U0 paImb 2 S9UINI2Q IOUBUIPIO 1) UM

10-29p 1o oned ‘AemaALIp ‘pays

‘Unod sPMS) ‘a8eled ¢ walsds uon

-2JLLI UR JO UONONILSUHOD 31f) 01 pa.
J03UU0D I — (JGS WOL SolIea Yorijm
‘a3 uonedijdde M31A3I JRACUIDI

aan 3y Led ¢ stoumo Ltadolg

L

‘S00TE}S M31A3] 991} 5y, ‘SUIp[Nq plo T2 Jo  -oI aq [ sjrnzad [eAowal 30

-UMOIED TTE9D Uf UONEBUTULIDISP 9} - uonIowap 3y Jo Swippmq fedoumud

pusure o) Supim UT 3S30Da1 0) JUED  MIU B IO ()GZS 0) — [00d Sururuims
Ul 00Z$

e 0] 193(qNS 2 P[NOM SIOIE[OIA
"GLS 3q [ STonIppE 10§ 39

BASUDX) UL O

-K1adoad snij wo png 03 1ysu s 19
-IMOITUOY B 210G oY 03 JYIL1 8,990
& snd pue AOLNSAT 00 ST 20UeU
-IpI0 213 Jeaj S[EIOgI0 A1 dwog

-I[dde we Smo[[e 3ouBUIpPIO Y],

begin complaining. ‘
What in the world are those
guys thinking? Here is someone -
doing something constructive
with his own time'for the good of
the community, he's not harming
anyone or anything by doing this.
And everyone who uses the path
benefits from it. What is the
difference between Mr. Peterson
plowing part of the path'and a
community group cleaning the
side of a highway? Which would
be considered more dangerous?
Personally, I think cleaning the 1
highway would be the more ’
dangerous of the two chdices. I (
mean after all, what are the odds
that Mr. Peterson is going to get
run over by a woodchuck? I could -
be wrong, but I don't recall any
wooden cross makeshift shrines
- onthe side of the Fox River Trail
marking the site of a fatal
accident.

Unless of course there are
plans for the Forest Preserve to
start plowing the path with some
fossil fuel burning engine every
time it snows, I think they should
apologize to Mr. Peterson for their
momentary slip into stupidity

- and let him plow to his healthy
heart’s content. T

L PR N

Mike Buban

Batavia



A 25 e

4.
T

g

A1Tmop) auey womdua oy

-Jen e ‘oqezg woy, pres , A8a1ens
e d0[2A3p 01 A1) pue paajoaur
SAUID ay). P TaylIng suyy
SSRosip 01 3108 azam Yunp 1,
SUQISIP Syeipaury Aue sjed
-lonue Juop spenyo Lunony
. . . UOR9ISIAYUT
qmmammémﬁ:ommﬁmq:&_ﬁ&

JO BapL oy payT ng ‘speudis oy -
. fen Aueur 0o} pagnuopt bm:ow

3} Y3noyl vuep preyoiy
1U3PISSY QAL YMeyyor(g

D woxy. ydw gg oy umy pasds
a3 3UroNpar 8104k} ‘proy AdLng
U0 S3AT[ OUm ‘S1agaf efjouesy .
paads ydu gy yuamo wa_.._uwmﬂ_
-2I0juo pue aue SuTumm 1eyuas -
B pue s[rerprend 3urreisus ‘
OLJen a1 WOy 9siou 9y Jagng

O} acuay e pajsadBng sanyp ayL

. pres

-U0SIa)3q |, ‘astou apy Jo asneoag

mEEoEE.:m a1y ut pre£ yoeq

Lt 4 e s e A T TR

'SPEOI [fepuey o)

I a8ag wayf pomuguory

pastex sonsst 5 % eiqed
pastes sansst paads ‘astop :uefqeq

8 35V U0 NYARH 295

mo4 Aofua Uaad Lued nox,,

. "UOTNDISIIUT 3ATI(]
agderrieD) a1 3B ISIOU JNOqR
P3UI0U0) 3Xe ‘TreI], 03eqauiAm
U0 9AT] [[2 OUM ‘U0SId18d ueAlgu
pue [[011e) [1BS) pue uyof

AL

000'09 0} qUIIY 0) IqUM 1]
s30afoxd Ayumod a1y pue 4qrep -

ueAqeq asn S9ITYsaA 000'GE
01 000'gZ INoqe ‘Apuariny
: "puo4aq 1o GZOZ U

_oIen Jo saue] XIs Suneald uad

10 ‘G10Z-S007 Usamlaq pasod
-o1d ‘a[pprwx a3 Ul aUB[ UIN)

- ' apnpour ot Aemy{leJ weAqeg

Sumuapm apnjown s190fo1d uney
-3uoq "seare awos Surpurd pue
Suraelmsar Aq peol 191poows
v ayemi 0] SIINSEIUI IJjBIp
-auu aye) Apwx A3uncd alT,
193fo1d Aue 107

. Aemyyreg uedqeq Joy
“SEIPI 9O SIOQUSION

paiedoqe aq o} 134 sey Surpuny
ySnope ‘ure-3uo] pue -1oys
a1 10} wreAqeq 01 syuawaaoIdur
arqissod SwAmuapt Jo ssao01d
a1 UT aIk S[RIOIIO AJUNOD)

_ . "'zooz 3uuds uranusay
UI2)Sap PUB PEOY I Usamlaq
213118 a3 Jo Apms AIqis
-gay  ayenu diay o1 L1tmod a1y |
10J 000'SZS apISe 198 elavleg

; AepsmyT, asnoy
uado suonejrodsueiy, Jo UOIS
-1AI(] L4unoD) auey 1 papuane
SIUIpPISaI (Z1 UBY) DI0JA

_ “rasTou yonu
001 $3]eal1d Jyjen a1l ‘pue arq
“1ssodu 189U ST WY pUey-139]
© Jupfew pres SIAQQ Pres SIUIp
-1591 BIARIRG 3WIOS IBUM $IBHT,
Avavyred uedge] o aledfe) pue
] paads a1 X0U3L SIAA]

U o g vy feog

AD¥AL T VIV Ad |

L ho-L22

N

I

-al

4

P

-n

e T ST LTI S R U AL (e e — I.q..l s . m

"0120-068 (0£9) 38 31001
prag(g [[e2 ‘vonjewIOIul I0J
oo
-qnd 3y} 0y wado s UImJoy Y,
. “puage 0] papad
X9 3re-g pue 9 ‘y SPIGSIJ preocd
Ajane) pue ‘13p1od3l pue Jau
0100 “UBLILIfeYD preoq SUEY 1Mo
MDY Y191 I J0] SAEPIPUR])
"RJONTY UL "9AY PUEYSIH
‘N 6Z¢1 *I13jua)) ADJAN BU2A0I]
30 woo)y L2[nyoN sy ut w-d
0€:p 03 0£-¢ WO WnI0y SANEPIP
-reD JOBIOUI(] € J05Tods [[Ix 33)
QYUY [ERU) OeIewa(T diys
-UMO], BICINY 2} ‘ARPUNS TQ
Aepung wnuo} eicIny

, 7043 2} Je
s193eads atp) Suowe Atam SI[TEYD
IS 30 WIAlS e[ J]EpIpUES preog
£yunon pue ‘eromy Jo £Iamo]
[PRYMIA] J)EPIpUED I3PI0IAT ‘BI0K
-y 10 UOSUIGOY 33UFY AepIpued
£3UI0jiE S 21E)8 “EIONTY JO TGO
1134q0Y 9JePIPUED IdUOICY)

° . nv.m“m

31 ‘a1 © §e1) INQ ‘AUOTI SIAES.
1 Aes syueuodoad vednqnday,

‘saaiold

w9 [890] Ue) 51T ‘e[ Amo)

AUEY I} SB YINS “SINI[IIE] [BI0]
unt o) suopelodiod apisine Juimy
J0 9onoeld oy Burzpnu ‘sqof &
-moo azneaud o) 10U pamoa I

o« SISTIA03UIOY

A[[eJ SWS(J Suey:::
Sl vV B0 UER T

10J sded oym “LIUNWITCD WIOOL

-paq e [, Juaplsal sajIeyd 'Ig”

1) pres ‘sylom Apoqou pue Saall

QUOAIAD IDYM *AIINONRUO) WOeL "~ -
-paq & SUTI099q AIJIMS ATB M, ...

‘Ajumod ap o3 sqof aaoud

Furig 0) pasu 343 JNOQE PIY|e)
‘diysueuLIrel) preog Aunoy) sUesf
aly 10§ SUUUN ‘QIEPEAJ WOJ, !
"PIES 3y ,‘010Y 530

. .
1) — SUI PUE NOJ ;SIIIAIIS 3y -

-od .=m mbm:vq_ aoId 3R 8L,

[E30] 343 PG 0} paau 9l passans:
‘mIg uroLasi(q pagy 2 1oJ
dAe)Uasaldal 3)e)S J0L FJepIpUED |
IRIIOUIS(] B ‘PUBON [2BYINN - -
© 7 -saepoddns [edo] -
Burf[e1 re)s 0} S0URYD € pey suoy -
-3a]3 Sunooadn UrS01J0 [€20] pUe
IPIMAUNOD J0J SIJEPIPUED S Ared | |
AP ‘sjeroomra( digsuso], may
g Aq pajsoy Juasd A Fmm( ;.
. . © o 'sjeIoout
([ £juno) suey| S JO URULITRLY

pres ,‘p1023I & 0] 35019 A)121d ST

ST} — SAEPIPUED LT 108 MM, 2.3/
i . ,.wQO.EUU—U hﬂn.m»._ S,
-LUSAON pue -.—UHNE 20 10 mBﬂ@"_.... o1

Jptred Jo dnauy s Ared o) punote

Suidrer yysdru Aepsan], ISy o

Y2INYD © JO JUIIISEY [} paydEda

SjeouR( 09 AN — NIJTH , oo

- w o w

‘@I0INY YIION JO A[YIANL) JICPL. - -



recognized

for excellence

. National article, state award .

. boost local profile

ByBRENDA SCHORY + . -

" Kane County Chronicle

© . GENEVA — Peck Farm
‘Park received state and na-
tional recognition for excel-
lence thisfall and winter, -

" The  Geneva

..fafm’ and nature centér won
-‘the Outstanding Facility and
:.Parks Award this year_from
. the+ Jllinois. "Patks "-and

“Recreation Association for its -

" new exhibit, the Sensory

- Gardens and Butterfly House.
© ° To. visit the buterfly
- house; . - visitors - .. passed
through a 7,100-square-foot

- ‘raised garden beds designed

. to encourage visitors to use
their senses of sight, sound,
touch and smiell.

-enclosed environment where
" visitors can mingle with but-
terflies. U
" In November, the park
was, featured in-Landscape
Architecture Magazine, a

- Society : of. Landscape
Architects. ‘
‘farmland and wetands soon
"to be surrounded by Chicago’
sprawl, Peck Farm connects

- forgotten ecology and. agri-
" culture that sustain them,”
Frank Edgert Martin wrote in

- Ngw Frontier: Peck Farm Park-
- Tells a Story that, Most
. Suburbs Choose to Forget.””

i Noting the park's:gther
|" awards, Martin'called it “one
-:of the most unusual multi-
use parks. to emeérge . on

Péck Farm is a rare reimnant

Park
District’s premicr historie -

aréa of sensory gardens, -

- The -house provides an’

publication of the American - prairie surrounded by a
sca of growth, and a vessel of

"With 378-acres of former .
suburbanites with the largely |

" an-article cailéd, “Farming a -

America'’s automotive fringe.-

_ Farm details

« Framed copies of the
article about Peck Farm
Park in Landscape . -
Architecture are on display
at the-Geneva Park District
Community Center, 710
Western Ave., or at the
‘Qrientation Barn at Peck

Farm Park, 38W199.
-Kaneville Road. Back copies
of the magazine are
“available by cafling its Back
‘Issues Department at {800}

-7875267. . .
- # This year's butterfly house

volunteer training is from 1
103’ p.m. May 15 at Peck
Farm. Because of its great’
popularity, the butterfly
house will be openan .
additional six hours a week.

_Hours wilibe 3am. te 5
* p.m. Moriday through .

Saturday and noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday.-For information, call
Peck Farm Park at {630)
262-8244. :

memory” . .
Peck. Farm. -Manager
Michael Kirschman . said

- Peck Farm had an outstand-

ingseason of recognition.
“They did a good job of

. looking-at the greater issue of

suburban sprawl and open
‘spaces and saving some of that
Heritage,” Kirschman said.

. “It really lifts Peck Farm . ..

to the national level. Itis next
to a feature article about the
Colorado Rockies. It brings
us to a level where we are get-

ting on the national sceéne,” -

he said. .
. - S5ecFARM, page 3

——

Farm
Continued fram pagel . -

" The award for exhibits that .
opened last year also is signif-
‘jcant, Kirschman said. L

“It was great to see we are
kind of holding our own, set-
ting -our standard. above and

~ Steve Thomas, who works
 for theWestimont Park District
and  serves On - the
. Qutstanding ~ Parks .ancl
Facilities Awards Committee,
called it *a very important
award” that boosis Genevas
profile.

| beyend what .other districts -
. are doing,” Kirschman said.

“swards are not only pub-.
lished in our statewide maga-
zine, it is listed at the annual
conference” Thomas said.
“Tlinois is the leader in parks
and recreation in the hation,
50 pot only does Hlinois know
but others would know about,
Peck Farm's state award. [t was

. aworthwhile project for their

community. . .

The butterfly house -€x-
hibit ‘was successful its first
year, Kirschman said.

A core of 75 volunteers do-
nated 1,182 hours from Jure
through mid-September. Itat-
tracted 17,062 visitors who
paid- -slightly more than
-$12,000 in donations., .
Kirschman said - the dis-

crep-ancy between the $1 per.
person  donation and the”
head-count of visitors is.be-

" cause some were in-camp
. programs at the farm.

Visltors. came not_only
from the local area, but from
Lotnbard and Oak Park. And
after theylooked at the butter-
fly house and Peck’ Farm's -
1869 farm house, they looked -

' for other things to ‘do in

Geneva, Kirschman said.
“We are staying ahead of

the trends. We were ¥ecog- . -

nized by our peers, and it is
nice to know that. We're not
just doing status quo things,”
Kirschman said. “We're taking
itanotchup.” - -
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herself in-

am

‘m Checking it out: Karen 7"
‘McConnaughay wants to -
have firsthand look at =,

booking, monitoring "

2 =

By Steve Lord ;
STAFF WRITER e
_ GENEVA—Karen McConnaughay is ini-2
2 mood to sign up for things lately. sl

The St Charles Republican County Board'2
member and Carrections and Rehabilitatiorr*:
Commitice chairman — who also isacandi-
date in the upcoming election for Kane
CauntyBoardchairinan——toldmembersoiJ

 her committee Thursday she is going ta.d

spe;'rﬂd a Friday night in booking at the courr
ty jail. ‘ —

“Spurred on by reports of how difficutt”

. mirigswngetmboolng,arﬁhyrecemh:-

- cidences of prisoners mistakenly released .-
 from the facility, McConnaughay said she
could “see first hand just how stressed theyey
are in booking." ’ -

McComnaughay said she also volungg
teered to be connected to the Court Serzt
vices' clectronic monitoring program for a
- weekend. s

Courl Services officials came to Thurs-
day’s meeting prepared to put 2 bracelet;
on McConnaughay that would, for three

- days, monitor when she came and went3
from her house. :

But McConnaughay delayed her hoolupy:
saying she did not realize she could not bey
on the program with functions such as |
phone mail, callwaiting or computer DSLony
her phone line. McConnaughay pledged to
take part in the program at some point,

“I'l do it for three days, unless 1 can't_
stand it," she said. “We're going to try a few™

things to try and throw them off, see how

they handle it”

Court Services Director Jim Mueller wek
comed the challenge, He said having a board
member hooked up will bring attention to a
program he supports as a cost effective alfer:,.,

* pative to sending someone Lo jail Ty

In January, Mueller released a study that,,
chowed that since December 1992, whemn::
the program started, lectronic monitoting,
saved Kane County about $7.4 million. That™
is money that would have been paid to keed™
those offenders in jail et

Sinee December 1992, there were 2,142°,
people in the program, and 79 percent com”
pleted it successfully. -

Although McConnaughay did not gel’s
hooked up Thursday, Mucller and Johi;
Owens, who supervises the clectronic monk:?
toring program, were able to show off the.
relatively inexpensive bracelet that attaches:¢
to a participant in the prograiil. The bracelet -
is a congtant companion during the time in
the program. Owens said it even is water-
proof, so participants can shower with it on.,

*This basically lets us know when you
leave and when you come back,” Owens
-gaid. - . -

. =T'm never going to be able to tell you thig=t
equipmenit can put you out of the jail busl-
ness,” Mueller.told committee members...

“But we've had good sucoess with people ori’,
the program.” "

i
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Two. seek
¥ GOP nod ol
for county
. L . o
District 14

The Daily Hemld sent ques-
tionnaires to
each of the two
candidates in
the race for the
‘Republican
nomination for - | {
an open Kane |-
County Board - jFAles
seat for District .
14, Arney Sil- Amey SIlvestn
vestri and . :
Ml | Mark Davoust, :

i| both of St
Charles. Here
are  their
respoases to

selecied ques- [N
tions. y

Q. Why are Mark Davoust

you runmng

for this office, whether for re-
election or election the first
time? Is there a particular issue
that motivates you, and if so,
what? What will be your main
priority?

. Davoust 1 am running for this -
office because | belleve that I
can make a difference for the

_citizens of District 14:

Ifeelthat]havetheahihtyto

M| understand issues and concerns
B and act on these in a way that

b | will serve my constituent’s inter-
Yy | ests. Being a resident of the 14th -
¥ |. District, these are not only my

constituents, but my IIEIghbGl'S .
and friends. :
My main priority is making
certain that the citizens of the

‘14th District and of Kane

 generally continue to enjoy the -
remarkabile lifestyle to which we
have become accustomed.

. Virtually all of the top issues in
this campaign stem from the
growth that we are experiencing.
‘Accordingly, any meaningful
decisions that we make must
incorpurate a long-term strat-

CEY

Shvesti As a 30-year resuient
of the district, who has deep
roots and pride in the comrnu-
nity, I want to do my part in
maintaining the excellent qual-
ity of life that has been a part of
this community for so long,

My main goal would be'to .
-apen communication channels
within the county so that we all
may better understand each of
the issues that we are faced with.

-} This will help us to collectively
solve problems in a more effi-
dent manner.

Q. Tell us what contributions
you would make. Describe any
{ shortcomings in the current
county board that you would
help remedy and explain how.

. Davenst; One of my contribu-
tions to the county board will be
bringing my - business

. See ELESTION on PABE 3
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Virgil roads need help

On March 16, the residents of Virgil
Township will be asked to vote on a tax
referendum for the township road dis-
trict, This referendum is two-fold. First,
you will be asked if the present tax rate
on .165 should be increased fo .330,
and second, shall the extension limita-
tion be increase from 2.4 percent to
198.1 percent for the 2004 tax levy
year.
Although 198.1 percent seems too

. high, it does reflect the way we report

our figures to Kane County. The cur-
rent levy is 102.4 percent, with the in-
crease it would be 198.1 percent, a dif-
ference of 96 percent. _

We, as the Virgil Township trustees,
believe that this tax increase is neces-
sary to continue to maintain the 20
miles of gravel roads and 10 miles of
blacktop roads within the jurisdiction
of the township. Increased population
and traffic has taken its toll on our
roads as we all experience every day.

The township has continually been
on the financial short end if you com-
pare Kaneville Township (tax rate of
0.3938/%5,082 spent per mile), Big
Rock Township (tax rate of
0.4091/$7,153 spent per mile), Burling-
ton Township €0.3402/510,404 spent
per mile) and Virgil Township at
0.01873 and $2,998 spent per mile of
road. You can seeeasily how we have

fallen behind. _
We have worked diligently in the
past and continue to do so to keep

costs within the township as low as
possible. When it comes to spending

" your money, we are very frugal. But

we have come to the realization that
we must step up and ask for this in-
crease to keep our township roads

- travelable for ourselves and future gen-

erations. ,
We can only do that with your help

and ask you to vote yes on both ques-

tions on the ballot on March 16. Thank

YO )
Don Castenson, James Diehl,
Peter Fabrizius and Mary Kahl
Trustees, Virgil Township

W ab snnsd far oau 28 ik o en P

Casual comments, questions, smiles &

3104 Beaton NEWS

COMPLAINTS AND CRITICISM

_ Don’t condemn

I was reading Openline that says “Why -
condemn for bike trail?” I also agree that
Kane County is wrong. They are like a
bunch of Nazis to come in and condemn a
man’s property for a stupid bike trail, when
really no one uses it that much. They have

enough things that we need to do.— likere- -

pairing our roads and taking care of things,
instead of taking people’s property for stu-
pid bike trails. The Kane County Board
should be ashamed of themselves.

Waste of tax dollars -

So Meg Gorecki got four months suspen-
sion - big deal. Kane County should be-
ashamed of themselves for taking so long at
taxpayers’ expense to get this resolved.
Four years was a long time. It’s too bad the -

‘taxpayers can’t get some of this money

back that was spent on this wasted piece.
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i By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA - A Kane County
Board committee Friday recom-
mended building a barrier between
‘the four lanés of traffic on the Ran-
dall Road S-curve north of Red Haw
Lane in St. Charles. .

The barrier will be 9 feet of con-
crete, 9 inches tall.

~ Steve Pasinski, of the county De-
partment of Transportation, said
the barrier certainly should cut
down on incidents in which cars
cross into oncoming traffic and
also should slow down traffic as it
comes 1pon the Scurve.
" “This should vastly reduce the
chance for across-lane accidents,”
Pasinsli said.
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Pasinski teld Transportation Committee members agreed to
'Committee members that because ~ some of the changes. Last month,
the Scurve also dips, the section of the committee agreed to better
road is wide open. Drivers from ei-  signs and warnings along the high-
ther direction can see the entire way but stopped short of lowering
road, encouraging them to drive the 55 mph speed limit there to 45
%mmﬁma Pasinski said. : mph and building a median.

He said the median should give Friday, committee members

. H__,Em_.m a natural tendency to slow- voted to build the median and to
down.” " lower the speed to 50 mph. Com-

The m.n:_.cm has been a place of mittee members pledged to moni-
several serigus accidents, most tor the speed-limit situation in the

recently where a St. Charles future.
North High School student was The cost of the median is esti-
killed. Residents and school offic  mated at $225,000.

cials in the area have been ap-
pealing for several months to the
Transportation Committee to
make changes to the road design.
Many of those people made their
appeal again Friday.

Transportation Committee
Chairman Bill Wyatt, R-Aurora,
said committee members next
month will review options for traf-
fic signals on Randall at Boleum
and Crane roads.
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Sandyis a dedicated public
servant. Sandy Wegman is a public
servant who actually puts service
to the people of Kane County

Please join me in supporting
Republican SandyWegman for
Kane County Recorder on March

before politics and self-promotion. -
16.

Kane County Commissioner District 23

Republican Precinct Cotunitteeman

Dundee Towniship Precinct 27

John A. Noverini
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We shouldn’t punish

bike-path hero 2{ 29 /O"{ |

Iam disappointed that the
Kane County Forest Presérve |
has told Dave Peterson to stop .,
plowing a 16-inch-wide path on
the Fox River Trail

The author of the article
referred to Peterson as alegend,
1 think of him as a hero. When
winter brings snow, the trail is .
1o longer enjoyable to walk,
bike or jog because of the
freeze-thaw cycle. As a result,
the trail becomes underutilized.

My suggestion to the forest
preserve is to Jet Peterson con-
tinue his good Samaritan .
plowmg, and the forest preserve
post signs that read, “Travel at
your own risk.” There have been
and will be accidents that occur
on the trail. Ilearned the hard
way that when biking over the
wooden bridge after a rain you

- have to slow down.

Someone said, “Lawyers and
judges make cowards of all of
us.” I kmow that when all you
consider is the negative, very
little is accomplished. Perhaps

* some forest preserve funds -
could be relocated to keep por-
tions of the trail plowed during

. the snowy months and there-
fore utilize the trail to its fuliest.

To Peterson (whom I didn't
lmow until this article), I am
sorry he has been asked to stop.
One phrase I am sure of is, “No
good deed goes unpunished.”
Brian Kay
Geneva

Jobs always lost if

productivity rises

In Burt Constable’s Feb. 19
column, his opening paragraph

said, “Factory productivity
edges up, but the nation still has

Democrats Rush Out Their Secret Weapon Against Nc_'_xder Candidacy -

amount of goods and services

" have been produced by fewer .

people, so obviously any
increase in productivity is going
to bring about an equivalent -
loss of jobs. It is an immutable
law of economics.

~ DaleA. Dopkins

Hampshire
Batavia officials
honor ‘Fox’ legacy
In the late 1960s to early

'1970s, 'an individual known as

“The Fox" participatedin a
campaign to halt the pollution.
of the Fox River. “The Fox's”
actions brought national atten-
tion to the river. Over time, the

lost more than 2.2 miilion jobs.”  Fox River got cleaner with pas-
‘This is an oft-repeated line by sage of the Clean Water Actand
journalists. I am always curious  actions of concerned citizens.
about what people think an Today, the Fox River faces dif-
-increase in productivity means.  ferent threats than the ones
It means that the same “The Fox” tackled. The water-

" shed's human population is

growing rapidly. In Kane
County, the population is
expected to grow 71 percent

" between 2000 and 2030. Rapid
population growth and urban

development brings more
storm water to the Fox, tearing
up stream banks, Increasing the
amount of sewage wastewater
results in higher levels of nutri-
ents that, in turm, increase the
susceptibility of the river to
algae bloormns and subsequent
low dissolved oxygen levels.
Dams impound the river,
degrade habitat and reduce
water quality. Most alarming-

lyis that in our lifetirnes, we

have seen the elimination of

. freshwater mussel species

NYTS WS wiv.dansigercartoons.oom Feb 23 2004 1834

from the Fox River.

1 ask that we reflect on the
vision of “The Fox” fora clean
river, and ask *What is our
legacy to the Fox River in the
next half-century?” When they
voted to remove the north dam
in Batavia in mid-February,
members of the Batavia City
Council and park board have
chosen a legacy of a free-flowing
river filled with clean water and

_ high-quality habitat.

Members of the council and

board should be ¢ommended

- for their vision, leadership and

commitment to improving the
condition of the Fox River.
David ]. Hom
Aurora

Election deadline

- Al letters related to the March
. 16 primary must be received by

. 5pm.March 3 tobe conmdered

for publication.




chonigle: 2/2664
. Wegman for
county recorder 2
» g
the Editor: {
o qll'?lere are two Teasons people il
choose to run for office, only oneis
) ic service. . L
' for'%lalg]cll;%\fegman is a dedicated iE
public official of good character
whose motivation is to-serve the -
Kane County publicwell. Sheis . 1
exactly the type ofleader thatour - 2?
elections are designed to select. !
Kane County voters should be
proud of their selection in the past
" election of the best and brightest.
SandyWegman is the current
and excellent Kane County -
recorder and has eatned re-
"election.

Cheryl Puhl
and six others
West Dundee,

~ Aurora
~ receives

IEPA
violation

B Procedural step:
City has 45 days'to
respond on water .
contarnixlati% o

By Dave Parro . q
STAFF WRITER 2 / lw / D |,
AURORA — The city receivedan |
official notice this week from the -
Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency, outlining how the
contamination of municipal water -
.earlier this month violated
environmental laws. S

The violation notice, sent .
Monday, said Aurora violated the
Illinois Environmental Protection : -
Act when high levels of total
coliform bacteria were found in the
city’s drinking water. The
contamination prompted a boil -
order Feb. 6. -~ - , :
- City spokesman Bill Catching
said the notice is part of official -
procedure and sets up a time line
for a response. ‘ :

“Obviously, we had 2 boil order -
and violated EPA gtandards,”
Catching said. .

- IEPA officials have given Aurora
45 days to give a written responseto .
the violation, .including an
explanation of what was done to
correct the problems. The IEPA -
then will review the response and
accept or reject it in 30 days.

‘Aurora could face penalties for

. the violations, '

“Due.to the nature and seriousness
. of the violations cited, please be

advised that resolution of the

violations may also require the
- -involvement of a prosecutorial
““authotity for purpéses that may
_ include, among others, the
© imposition .of statutory penalties,”.
. wrote Michael Garretson, acting .
- manager of the Compliance |
"- Assurance Section, IEPA Water -
Bureau. - :
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Aurora
'casino -
_owners
miss cut

| Boa,m picks 3 other
Sinalists for open .
- State gaming license
By Mike Ramsey

By 2/
. COPLEY NEWS SERVICE .
.. CHICAGQ —The owner of Auro-.

. ra's Hollywood Casino, who offered”

.- to build a casino and turn it over to
" Illinois government, did not make
the cut Wednesday to compete in an

auction next month for the state’s .

10th and unused riverboat license. -
Instead, the Illincis Gaming
Board announced three other final-

ists from seven original proposals :

submitted Jan. 19,
" They are; Harrah's Entertain-
ment Inc. and SL Partners, a ven-
- ture involving Springfield developer
Bill Cellini that would operate in
Waukegan, Isle of Capri Casinos

- Inc., which plans to build in Rose- -

'mont; and Midwest Gaming, which
would build in Des Plaires.

- “We have given a great deal of
we:ght and consideration to all of the
proposals,” Gaming Board Chair-
man Elzie Higginbottom said during
a special meeting in Chicago. -

-+ He would not take questions
from reporters, including why the
- hoard passed on Penn National

'The Pennsylvama—based owner of
Hollywood Casino had offered to
buy the gaming license for $506 mil-
lion, then build a Rosemont casino
and turn it over to the state in ex-
change for a long-term manage-

- ment contract.

.- The unprecedented plan drew i

cling gaming revenues.

v uw;de -attention but-alse controversy i
. a‘boutf'cthﬂler*gweﬁment should !

- ' directly control a casin¢ instead of

: ;slmply colle

- “We really don’t know” if the idea -

: w’ras too hot to handle, Penn National
spokesman Eric Sch:ppers said. “If

Waukegaz Mayor Richard Hyde
' Was pleased that his economically
- struggling city on the north lakefront
sfands a chance to lahd a casino,
i+ The three finalists will offer de- -
tzuled public presentations Monday
and compete in an auction process

. that is scheduled to conclude with
E 'the March 15 announcement of a

Wmner

’ -" you look at the uniqueness of it, that -
- may have obviously been a factor.”

*+ “Jt's just like playing in the: N a

tional Football League when you're
gomg for the Super Bowl,” Hyde
old reporters. “This is step number
pne, where you have to win that di-

- vision first, and then the next one.
. comes up on the 15th of March.”

, Also shut out of the auction were

. two proposals that would have

vbrought ganiing to Chicago’s south-

- ern suburbs, where leaders also

sought a casino for economic rea-
Sons. Legislation introduced in
Springfield would create a new li-
cense for that region. -

. “I think there’ll be more opportu-
mty down the line,” said Gary Gras-
s0, an attorney with Southland De-
Velopment Group, which proposed

. a casino for Country Club Hills.

“The Southland needs this econo-
my, needs this boost, and we'll just
keep atit” .

Gov. Rod Blagojevich is depend-’
mg on a lucrative sale of the 10th Ii-

tense to help balance his budget for .

the fiscal year that begins July'l. -

‘The license is tied up in the bank-
. fuptcy of Emerald Casino Inc., and -
ﬂme auction lg,pg:t ofa setﬂement to

TOTA

) From Fage Al

.pay off creditors and shareholders
while giving the state a major cut of.
the procéeds.

The three finalists had offered the
highest bids after Penn National, Har-
ral’s and'SL Partners. originally offered

i v&#pawﬁﬂ;msﬂ%»ié’”f .ﬁéfaﬂ et .

3375 milkion for the Iloense, fo]lowed by
Midwest Gaming, $360 million; and Isle
of Capri Casinos, $351 million.

The proposals are expected to
cha%ge as &ill:m auctionunfolds. .
. _“Its up there pretty high right now,” -
Waukegan's Hyde said of the Harrah's

- bid, “and I don’t know exactly how
much higher they're willing to go; a-

though Ido know they’ve got the
money

~ TR 1

EAR P S ’-_Cr?;' el



.DuPa'geto- consider . .
. impact of razing dams'; _-

By Lynn Van Matre -
Tribune staff reporter

DuPage County Forest Pre-
serve District commissioners

could eventually find them-

selves dealing with the removal
of aging dams, an issue that has
sparked debate in recent years

. in Kane County and elsewhere.

!. Because of what district pro-

_“ject engineer Ross Hill termed

“an odd convergence” of events,
Including two indepéndent. re-
portsby environmental groups,
four out of six dams in area pre-

serves are expected to come un-

der scrutmy

Thev "are the Warrenvﬂ.le'

Grove dam in Warrenville and
McDowell Grove dam in Naper-
ville, both on the West Branch
of the DuPage River; the Chur-
chill Woocds Lagoon dam in

Glen Ellyn, on the river's East .

Braneh; and Graue Mill dam on
Salt -Creek in Fullersburg
Woods in Oak Brook. -

The district also has dams at’
- Waterfall Glen Forest Preserve

in Darien and Oak Meadows
Golf Course in Addison. Rang-
ing in height from about 4 feet

| to between 6 and 7 feet, most of
1 the structures were buﬂt in the
| 1930s by the Civilian Conserva-
| tion Corps.

In anuﬂormatmnalpresenta
tion at this week’s Forest Pre-
sefve District planning ses-
sion, Hill told commissioners

:| that although there isnoreason

the district would be required
to remove the dams, deing so
could reap environmental ben-
efits.

According to the Illl.nms En-
vironmental Protection Agen.
¢y, the dams at Churchill Woods
and Fullersburg have been
identified as significant sourc-

| es of dissolved oxygen impair-

ment due to trapped sediment,
causing problems for fish and
other aquatic life, Hill said.
Another study, this one by the
Naperville-based Conservation
Foundation, concluded that
dams on the DuPage River are
detrimental to recreational ca-
noeing, fish habitat, microin-
vertebrates and the aquatic en-
vironment in general.

METRO

“Trbong,

John Oldenburg, district
manager of grounds and nati:’

- ral resources, noted that if the”
district decided to remove theé:
McDowell' Grove and Warrén- -
ville Grove dams, the optimum'

time would be after a thorium’

. cleanup to be carried out by the’
Keérr-McGee Corp. as part of a- .
" settlement with the U.8. Envi:t”
-ronmental Protection Agency "
The massive cleanup is ex* .
pected to involve the removal of . -
"contaminated and non-contam-

inated sediment from pool
areas upstream from both
dams, Oldenburg said. "

Though dam removal propo-
nents cite significant environ-

mental benefits, dam support-.

ers in Kane County and else-
where have argued that evi-

dence of habitat improvement. -

is largely anecdotal and that
dams. can contribute to an
area’s scenic charms and com-A,
munlty character
The issue remains under con- .
sideration by commissioners.
Alsa'this week, Deborah Jan'

Fagan, DuPage County frail -

system coordinator, prov1ded}
commissioners with an update
on the proposed East Branch
DuPage River Greenway Trail..

Ajointprojectinvolving area

municipalities, park districts,-

the Illinois Departnent .of
Transportation, the Forest Pre-— .
. serve District and several other

agencies, plans call for the 32-
mile north-south trail to con-

nect 11 communities in central -

DuPage County.
As proposed, it also woulcf

- provide links or connections to
nine DuPage forest preserves; ' -

several regional trails, a ha'].f
dozen community bikeway sy's-

tems and the Morton Arbore. .

tum’s new visitors’ entrance at
Park Boulevard in Lisle. -
Fagan said that a trail feasi-

.bility study. launched ' last

March is expected to be com:
pleted’in the next few months. .
No cost estimates were availa-
ble for the project, which is ex:
pected to be completed over 8 to
10 years.

“We're not looking at some-
thing that will be built in the
next year or so,” Fagan said."~
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Kane board_f |
member

faces rlval
a 4th time

. By Wllllam Presecky .
/04

‘Tnbune staff reporter 9_ I 2

The matchup ‘in one of the
four primary: contests “for
.Karne County Board on March

16 should seem famlhar to-.

some voters.
The Repubhcan'contest in
Dlstnct 20,in1 Elgin will mark

‘the fourth time since 1996 ‘that
‘ineumbent Jack E. Cook,.79; -

has faged LarryWegman 6L

Cook is the only incumbent- .

in threé board primaries on-

the ‘GOP ballot. Kane Demio-
crats have one primary con-

test. In all, there are 13 Kane

Board seats in even-numbered
districts up for electlon this
year.

Wegman has conszstently

. reduced his loss margin to

Cook from about 320 to fewer

-than 100 votes in his 2002 at-

tempt. . Cook, a retired phar-

‘macist; has been a board mem-
ber since 1990. In his duai role |

. as forest preserve comimis-

sioner, he sérved as commis-
sion president from - 1994

: through 2002. .

Desplte his leadership role,
Cook &ays his siruggle to re-
tam the County Board seat

PLEASE SEE BOARD.- PAGE B

Flgin district
turning more
|Democratic

BOARD:

if

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1. .

that his late father held before -

him for 16 years hasbeen due in
part to his lackluster campaigns:

ing and to the changing, com= .

pact district's increased tenden-:
cy to vote Democratic. In the No-
vember 2002 general election, he:

came within about 60 votes of .

being defeated. . )
This time, Gook said he is:

making a concerted effort to ex=: -
|pand = his
- strength and is “taking the ad=

- organizational

vice of people who I should have:
listened to before.” Cook’s sue?
cessful campaign. to greatly ex<
pand the Forest Preserve Dis™
trict’s open space, while geners
ally well received, has prompted
Wegman to charge that he hag

shortchanged his own district..7’

“You can't put a forest pre=

serve where there isno room to’

put one,” said Cook. In lieu of
that, Cook said he has lobbied
successfuily for county rivers

boat grants :and helped guidé.
] the Forest Preserve Districi’s

cooperation with Elgin in an efs
fortto preserve and restore nat&T
ural areas alohg the clty’s riverd
front. - Lok
“Beyond that there is noth—
ing," argued Wegman
Cook countered:

you can for the entire county;,
notjust your district. I know I'n?
bragging, but 'm one of the
maost regpected board memberé
there.”

Wegman has owned vanous
construction and glazing busi-

nesses. He is a former township -

official and a member of the EI-

) ‘When-. '
! you're elected, you do the bLest!

“you éan Tor the entire countyr

notjust your district. Fmow I'm'
bragging, but I'm one of the
most respected board memhers
there.” .
Wegman has owned vanous
-construction and glazing busi-
nesses, He is a former township

. official and a member of the EE

gin Pla.nm.ng Commission. In -,

- additon to challenging Cook;

Wegman failed in a 1994 bid £
win - nomination over formerp
longtime Clerk Lorraine Sava:
His wife, Sandy,.is Kane County
recordex: :

“Jack will not be reelected
I've been'down the road béfore;:

1 and I know pretty well how Jack

handles. a campaign. And 1.
know how this [Elgm] district
has changed. It's, in my mind, a
flip of the coin between Demo:
crat and Republican,” Wegman
said. “I was asked to do this one
‘more time because I think peg:
ple were looking down the road
to November.,” - - i
The expected Democratic

: push for president in Ilinois, 'he

said, demands a GOP board cani

dldate wheo will “kneck on doors
and work real hard to stop the
tide, and Jack doesn’t have a

;hlstoryoftha roo 3

“He only wanted one more
term two terms ago, and here we

- are,” Wegman said.

Democrat Marlena Fox, anEl~
gin businesswoman, is unop®
posed in her bid to challenge the
winner of the Cook- Wegman

i contest in November.

The lone Democratic primary '

i is in District 4 in Aurora, where

attorney Bonnie Lee Kunkel
‘and businessman Frank Cralg

‘are competing. Longtime iné
-cumbent Republican Penny.

Camdercn ‘is unopposed in the
GOP primary. Howard Katz, a
Democrat from Batavia, is,un- :
challenged in District 10. Demo-
crat Elaine Stern of St. Charles
is running without op‘position
in District14.

The decision of board mem:
ber Douglas ‘Weigand (R-Bata:
via) not to seek re-election has’
prompted three Batavia Repub-
licansto seek the nomination i m
District 10.

They are Thomas Van Cleave:
Anthony Gvek and Joseph Fer—
rone Sr. -
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Senior citizen
housing project
| studxk delayed

\

22l /Y

Geneva Townsl'up Supervisor Patrick
Jaeger convinced Geneva aldermen Feb.
- 23 to postpone choosing a company to
perform a market research study for a

proposed senior housing project.

Jaeger told aldermen at a Committee
of the Whole meeting that one of the
. three companies that has submitted a
proposal for the study, Palantine-based
Blair Mintorv & Associates, operates a
senior housing facility in Batavia. = -

_ By Rita Hoover
Staff writer

“1 really don't care ‘who ‘does the .

study,” Jaeger said, but he added the
study must be “rock solid” for investors.
City Administrator Phil Page said the
. city does not see a conflict of interest.
“We didri't: feel there was (a conflict)
.. of we wouldn't have advaniced it,” Page

 itage Woods, is a supportive care facility,
urilike ‘the independent hvmg facility
' ‘envamoned for Geneva.

Last year Geneva Township ofﬁaals i
' decided to take prehmmary steps

~ toward an- affordable. seriior: housing

pro]ect development in con}uncuon mth
the city of Geneva. The city and town- .
ship have agreed to split the cost of the -
study. - ‘
The Geneva Township Board agreed
to study options for financing and to-
conduct preliminary talks with the city -
to consider an 8.5-acre, city-owned par--
cel-on Lewis Road for the development. -

‘The land is already annexed to the city -

and is zoned for multifamily use. * .~ -
Blaif Minton submitted a proposal for -
the study at a cost of $5,000, which was™
less than the bids submitted by Chica-’
go-based - " Appraisal Research and.’
Schaumburg-based Tracy C.ross & Asso-_ :
ciates. |

either ‘Appraisal Research, which sub- .

orwew : C “mitted the second lowest bid at $7,500, ¢
- ’said. He added. the Batavia facility, Hei- '

or Blair Minton. But the board made the -

. recommendation contingent upon Blair. .

Minton making a presentation to- the ™
Geneva City Council.

The issue may be brought up at ’rhe
next Geneva City COuncﬂ meeting
Monday, March 1. ‘

~ According to city documents, the "VA '
- Township Board Feb. 19 recommended -
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Elburn ra

BY JOHN JOHNSTON,
_ Daily Herald Correspondent

Elburn is close to making the
water safer without brealqng the
bank.

The town expects to finalize
and vote on its contract with
Water Remediation Technolo-
gies, a company that would
remove radium from the water, -.

" by the March 15 board meeting.

The committee of the whole
agreed Monday that it would
like to pay for the set up of the
filtering equipment, which will
‘cost the town about $575,000.

By paying up front, the town
will get a better rate from WRT
on the filtering, and save the
town between $250,000 and
$500,000 over the life of the 20-
year contract. According to
representatives of WRT and

Elburn, the contract is about a0 -

percent done.

Under the up-front paying
plan to install the equipment,
the filtering process will cost
$.49 per 1000 gallons cleaned of
the low-level radioactive ele-
ment, ‘

If the town paid for the
process upon delwery of the

- clean water, the pnce would be

1um removgfo

Dty

- $.84 per 1000 gallons for the esti-
mated usage of the year of

-, delivery.

Mayor Jarnes Wﬂley smd that

the water bills are not the only

cost that the committee is trying
to keep uinder control.

Ron Dollar, vice president of
marketing for WRT, said his
company would use a process
called Z88 that scrubs the
radium into a sand-like com-
‘pound, Dollar said Z88 removes
the radium instead of sending it
,to sewage that could be released
"back into the environment, _

. which could lead to future
- cleaning costs. Dollar said the

-sand would be shipped to a stor-
age facility in Washington State.

At about $1.7 million, Z88
costs about ‘a third of the next-
cheapest alternative, "ion
exchange. | ‘

Trustee William Grabarek said
748 also does not alter the char-
-acteristics of the water, such as
taste or salinity, like ion
‘exchange does. Z88 is consid-
‘ered acceptable by the Illinois
Environmental Protection
Agency, which mandated the
removal of radium by December
1, 2005.

The comnuttee said it had the

z/ C?/ ,
an almost set

money to pay for the set up
costs, and will not need to take a
loan from the IEPA. '
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North Aurora creates
1.5% tax on utilities

a’l Sunset clause: Levy to

“expire in *07; revenue will

*help pay for road repairs

b .
- By David Garhe
'STAFF WRITER

- NORTH AURORA — Homeowners and
. businesses in the village will be seeing a
1.5 percent increase in their utility bilis this
Hune,

Yto'tack a 1.5 percent tax onto all'gas,
“electric and telephone bills in the village.
. The tax money will be spent catching up
*on road repairs that have been put off for
“Years. .

.. Trustees had been debating about the
1"tax since last year, when it became clear
“the village would not be able to afford
. many road repairs within'its current
~budget.

. Staff prepared new budget projections
~for Monday’s board meeting, which
. Showed that increases in revenue would
, robably eliminate the road repair shortfall
~_by 2007, o

i . The new budget projections also
“showed a 1.5 percent utility tax would
" probably be enough to cover the shortfall,
_rather than the 3 percent that was
—originally planned. )

That informatien was warmly received
by trustees, who included had hoped to
include a “sunset clause” in the tax
ordinance. The tax they created Monday is

=set to expire on April 1, 2007.
- “(The utility tax) is a very conservative
and customized plan to fit our needs,” said
“Village President Mark Ruby, who had
"-strongly advocated the tax. “I think we are

“*" Monday night, village trustees voted 4-2 ‘

doing the right thing. I think the
community will benefit.” .

“Without this tax, we will never catch
up” on road repairs, said Jim Bibby, village
engineer. .

Even with'the support of Ruby and -
village staff, the tax came close to not
Ppassing.

Trustees Dale Berman and Mark
Guethle both voted against it, saying the
village should not increase taxes without
getting permission from residents through
a referendum. Minois law requires most
taxes to be approved by voters, but utility
taxes are exempt. .

Berman also said the village should not
raise any taxes until it has made decisions
about other major costs the village will
have to face, including the North Aurora
Activity Center and the construction of a
new police station,

Berman said if the village is going to
raise taxes, it should make a single large
tax increase to cover all necessary projects
at once, rather than creating several small
ones to cover each single project.

Ruby said that decisions about complex
problems like the Activity Center and
police station projects will take months to
reach, and the road repairs could not wait
that long.

Trustees Max Herwig, John Hansen and
Paul Shoemaker voted for the tax, as well
as president Ruby. Trustee Mike Herlihy
was absent. .

The utility tax is expected to reap about
$280,000 per year, all of which will be used
only for road projects. Without the tax, the
road repair budget was projected to come
up short by at least $200,000 per year.

- North Aurora residents can expect to
see the tax on their utility bills beginning in
June,
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Kane health

to screen
-refugees .

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER :

g EVA - The Kane County
HeglﬁNDepartment will aid in the re-
‘ocation of foreign citizens given
refugee status by the U.S._ govern—
me’%l'ltl.e department will get :;\.federa]f
grant to do health screenings o

refugees, checking pfi{hadarly for tu-

berculosis and hepatitis, according to

Claire Dobbins, Health })eparhnerﬁlf

administrative services director. Do

bins said the U.S. government has
told the county ilt could handle as
' opleayear, ‘
ma".%:’srggoealpeex%rted,” she said. “It’s
ally kind of a neat story.”
rea’i‘lﬁéngnovemment confers refugee
status on people seeking to relocate
to the.U.S. while retaining the mu?&en—
ship from their home country. Ito c?ari
is related to peogle leaving bad so
‘political situations. _
Or’ip'?l]éux?:lmgees Kane County will be
seeing have been brought to the US.
by World Relief of Wheaton, an ortia-
nization charged with assimilating the
| new people into American society. o
Because some of them will be rel g-f
cated to Kane County, World Rehb
wanted a screening site in Kane, po. .
bins said. Currently, World Relief is
relocating many Bantus from Sl?;)a
lia, although the refugees-could be
' here.
ﬁ‘Q‘Eilt?’lﬁgvde;;)ends on what thfe gog: :
ernment is doing at that time,” Do
ins said. ‘
bmlggilbins said taking part in the
refugee program will give Health De-
" . partment employees more eXperr
ence at spotting and treating infec-
i iseases: , N
uo}‘llst’(;lieeally a good fit for us,” she
said. , o .
e grantis nota sp§c1ﬁc amount;
mggovgeTment will reimburse Kane

Ll

s

From PageAi’

than 300 restaurants about the hoil
order. Combining the other counties
in which Aurora extends — DuPage,

Will and Kendall — more than 500
restaurants were contacted,

36 hours of the boil order, every
restaurant had been inspected and
had taken some kind of action,

Aurora, the counties, the EPA, to
insure all the restaurants knew what
their requirements were,” said Gerry

Jones, D-Aurora, Public Health emergency response planning for the

lealth Department |

R-RS-04 Fele)

ness program.” Officials got to tesf :

By Steve Lord /?ebv S emergency procedures under real
STAFF WRITER conditions. .
‘GENEVA — Make no mistake In particular, it tested how quickly

i i mobilize its:
i thoil order issued  the department could mob
?(1));) Xufo?a?srg;inmjdng water supply nogificahlgrcl &rgﬁiisagﬁctglarm}y tt;)
cy. public places irans,
Wa%ﬁ;t?g]t‘lag:zgi%cgway officials at a:fld ggl mﬂ%aé;e and momtormg
the Kz!ne CguntyrHea]th Pepart- ¢ rélngland pronoﬁnced both suc-
mehljltavtf;wlil%ngland' Health De- Ce§sftrl(11. She said \;’(Iil%ré 1ghg %{0;1?;
irector, told members of  boil order was issu .0 Ceehl
]t)ha;u(r?lgﬂagyeroard’s Public Health Department officials began con

in two hours,
Committee Tuesday the boil order mf% tglsstaizrﬁnafégzﬁﬁhge  hours,
gave the department a chance to  OHC! , ‘

“open up our emergency prepared- & Turn to BOIL, A2

Department. But they re-opened
when they realized how to dea] with
the problem.

many of Aurora’s Mexican restaurants
which are run by Spanish-speaking
OWHers.

Carlson said the language barrier
caused problems at a few restaurants,
but they were quickly taken care ofby
bilingual employees at the Health
Department, ,

England said the office quickly
mobilized to monitor medjcal
facilities, stich as hospitals and clinics.
That monitoring showed no illness
related to contaminated water.

Michael Isaacson, who heads up

‘England said within the first 24 to

“We coordinated with the city of

Committee chairman. “We had 4

employees make more than 340
phone calls.” ‘ ‘
Board member Dorothy Sanchez,
D-Aurora, said she noticed many
restaurants closed on the Friday the
boil order was issued, and some
stayed closed during the weekend.
F_red Carlson, environmental health

. director, said that was after the Health

Department called thetn, “alot initially
could not deal with” what they had to
do. ' .
Many chain restaurants got orders
from their corporate offices to shut
down, said Cindy Gross,

County on a case-by-case basis.

epidemiologist with the Health

situation pointed up the need for good
planning. .
Along those lines, he said the
department is reaffirmin g its
emergency planning for senior
Citizens with the help of the American
Red Cross. Both entities will be
distributing for free a booklet titled
Disaster Preparedness for Seniors by
Seniors. ‘
The booklets are available through
sertior service agencies, or by call;
the Health Department at (630)
208-3801 or the Red Cross at (630)
4438844, ext. 20. _

epartment, said while response went
well during the boil order, the

But Sanchez was concerned with
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Candidate
"'says he can

‘hold 2 oﬁices

Batama school board member’s TUN for

Daily Herald Staff Wrier

' Anthony Cvek thinks Tom Van '
-Cleave, one of his opponents in

the race for the District. 10 Kane
County Board seat, needs to
make a choice.

In Cvek’s opinion, Van Cleave
should stay on as the president-
of the Batavia school board or
turn all his focus to oonmbutmg
to the county board. * -

There is no room for doing

"both, legally or practically, Cvek -

says.
© Van Cleave doesnt see it that

y.
Should he win election to the

" county board, Van Cleave says

he has no plans io give up his
school board seat. In fact, Van
Cleave said he doesn't even rule
out again wheri his cur-
00 board term expires

"The school board is not
something I've just been asked
to.do. It’s a passion,” said Van

K Cleave, who was first elected to

the school board in 1990. “I'd
like to do both.” '

Van Cleave says there is no
state Jaw that prohibits a school
board member from, servmg on
a county board.

Van Cleave and Cvek, along
with Joe Ferrone, are seeking the
GOP nomination to succeed
Doug Weigand in -District 10,
which includes all of Batavia.
‘Weigand, a Batavia Republican;

"is not seeking e-election.

Cvek considers Van Cleave’s

school board future a major

Van Cleave

| county bomdqu&stzmedby opporwnt

. By PATRICE WALDRON

Anlhuny
Cvek

Tom

issue in the race and one that is |.

clearly defined based on at least
two rulings from the Illinois
Attoiney General pubhshed
since July 1971.

In the most recent case, then-
Attommey General Roland Burris

".in 1993 said “the two offices are |}
-incompatible.”

In that opinion, Burris pomts
'out that no constitutional decla-
ration or even state law prevents
a school board member from
being seated on a county board,
- That's the same sentence that

. Van Cleave, who has sought out

his own legal counsel on the
matter, points to as some of the
basis for his belief that he can

. hold both seats.

van Cleave said he respects
the attorney general’s wntmgs
bat empha51zed it is “just an
opinion” and not'an established
State law.

" “I am not going to break the
law,” Van Cleave said.

Still, the positions are on a 20-
page list maintained by the
Attorney General’s office and
the Hlinois State Board of Edu-

See GHAI.LEHGE on PAGE 11

RELERE ey

T
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Challenge: Cvek stresses potential conflict of interest

Continued from Page 1

opinion says, “and his or her grant first was given to Batavia

pinion goes on to duty as a member of a board of

Van Cleave situation,

resented the cash to the

board.
Kane County finance director

Chery

Access Television; and then

education to provide for the rev- BATV

enue nece:

potential conflicts of

Burris’ o
interest that could arise between

g out incompatible . explore the

public offices,

cation spellin,

ssary to maintain the schoo

chools.”

According to the both agen- the two offices. A portion of the district’s s

cies, a school board member
cannot also serve as a mayor,
city council member

P

ons in

grants, or developer-

pproval of the county paidland cash deals are "rare”

board.

-Crown High

Schoo), the Kaneland school dis-

class at trict and Elgin Community

1 Pattelli said county-to-
gan, would not comment onthe needs of the county,” the Burris Batavia High School. But that College.

are recipients of school district transacti

grants awarded with the form of
For example, in the past six

ears, grant money has been

awarded to Dundee

but do happen.

when the Batavia y
accepted $20,000

funds given to sup-

adcasting

y, in Kane County,

ool districts

In Batavia, Cvek points to

Periodicail
's  Qctober 2002

ty funds in riverboat

pent to serve the port a bro

duty as a county board member school board

revenue sharing act and sch
to determine how coun

,» a tax explored potential conflicts casino tax
tricts. “A conflict could arise -

ey general opinions dating between a dual officeholder

back to 1971.

argument concerned the state
give money to local school dis-

ional superin- when the county board could the a

ols.
Melissa Merz, a spokeswoman
for Attorney General Lisa Madi- should bestbe s
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Aurora to be momtored

in wake of boil order

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

Kane County health officials’
plan to keep close tabs on the -

Aurora area during the next
six months for any illness relat-
ed to the water contamination
problem that led to a citywide
boil order this month.
Although there have been no
reports of any suspected iliness
related to contaminated water,
health officials told the County
Board’s Public Health Commit-
tee Tuesday that monitoring in
Aurora will continue until late

summer. The Aurora boil order

was In effect Feb. 6-15.

The boil order appears to
have worked, they said.

“The illness was not there—

| which is the goal, the absolute

goal,” Mary Lou England,
Health Department executive
director, toid the committee. .
Although monitoring is
scheduled to continue for a
while, “By the end of March or
April, we should be able to say
that ‘nothing happened’ or
‘something happened,’” said
Health Department epidemiol-

. ogist Cindy Gross.

" “Fortunately, we have no con-
firmation of illness that can be

directly linked to the water,”

Gross said. )
“Aurora’s water problem pro-

" vided the state’s second-largest

city, the county and other agen-
ciés with what England called
“a wonderful opportunity ‘to

practice emergency prepared- _

ness.”
- “Each time we practice thlS
we will get better,” she said.
“The drills this department
engaged in paid off. Everyone

did exactly what needed to be

done,” said Michael Isaacson,

‘the Health Department’s emer-

gency response coordinator.

“Thissituation allowed agen-
cies torun through many of the
same procedures that would be
utlllzed 1n the event of bloter-
rorism,” he said.

It proved that “this commu-
nity can respond to keep people
safe,” he said.

Aurora had urged residents
and businesses to boil water af-
ter tests showed the presence of

" E. coli bacteria and fecal COll-

form bacteria.

‘The city is continuing to in-
vestigate, among other things,
whether higher levels of ammeo-
nia in the Fox River, which
feeds into the Aurora water
system, might have contribut-
ed to the presence of the bacte-
ria, ;
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Batavia attempts to allay fears
about (Proposed TIF district

BY JOHN ]OHNSTON
Daily Herald CWWD»IWIGL,

Batavia city administrators
and representatives from the
Teska community planning firm
did their best to calm fears.
about a proposed tax increment
finance district this week.

People were concerned that,
among other things, the TIF dis-
trict would raise taxes or line the
pockets of developers during a
meeting Tuesday night.

Assistant administrator for
Batavia Randy Recklaus said the
TIF district would not raise
taxes but would reallocate them
to help fix the problems in
downtown infrastructure that
are kee%mg businesses out.

The boundaries would fall
roughly south of Wilson Street
and north of Union Avenue,
going between two .and four’

Currently the growth in prop-
erty value for the proposed TIF
disirict is about one third of that
in the rest of Batavia,

TIF districts work by freezmg
the property taxes that go to
various taxing districts, includ-
ing schools and the library, at
the level they were at when the
TIF district is implemented. As
taxes rise, the additional funds
would be reallocated to redevel-
opment efforts in the TIF
district, such as property demo-
lition, new sidewalks and new
water mains.

Recklaus said TIF district rev-
enues also would be used to add
parking, improve facades of
buildings and help change

* . buildings intended for industrial

use to be coiverted to commer-
cial use. He added that no
money from the TIF district can
go to developers for projects that
do not benefit the public.

Representanves from Batavia |
said a developer could receive
TIF district money if he or she
replaced a water main or|
repaved a street. 1
_The proposed TIF district
would encompass 140 principal -
structures, including 48 residen-
tial units, over a 103-acre area.

If passed, it would be the third
TIF district for Batavia, The only
operational TIF district, located
just north of the proposed third
TIF district, has seen the prop-
erty -value go up and has
generated more than enough
money to make payments on a
start-up bond the city passed,
Recklaus said. He said he does |.
not know if the new TIF district |
would need a bond.

Recklaus said anyone who
has questions should come to
the community development
office at 100 N. Island in

_ Batavia.

blocks east a.nd west of the river.

Aurora pollce sting fmds most

‘I%usmesses meetin

eateny z/20pY
* AURORA — Twenty-six of 32

businesses targeted in an Aurora

Police Depattment sting over the
weekend refused to sell alcohol to
underage police cadets.
_ The police Special Operations
‘Group and Community Oriented
Policing units staged the details.
On Friday, local police and the
Illinois State Police Alcohol Coun-
termeasures Enforcement Team
sent an underage police cadet to at-
tempt to purchase alcohol at 29
businesses. Twenty-five of the 29
denied the sale. The following
evening, a solo operation by Aurora
police netted two of three business
which sold alcohol to the cadet.
During Friday’s operation, police
said visited Club Boleros in the
- 2100 block of East New York Street
at both'7:30 and 11 p.m. Officers
said they found that admission was
being charged for party that had
been booked there; several patrons
under the age of 21 had accesstoa
bar area; and there were no food
.menus or tables set up — all of
which violate conditions required
under the clib's liquor license.
No arrests were made, but offi-
cers said they forwarded their find-

ings to the city clerk’s office.

Also on Friday night, clerks at
Fox Food and Liquor in the 1600
block of Montgomefy Road; Fore-
most Liquors in the 100 block of
West Galena Boulevard; and Pizze-
ria Uno in the 900 block of North
Route'59, all sold ‘alcohol to the un-
derage cadet, police said. Nita R.
Patel, 46, of the 2899 block of Shelly
Lane, Aurora; Khaled N. Selaiman,

© 26, of the 2000 block of Fox Pointe

Drive, Aurora; and Terri Ann Seifert,

' '35, of the 26100 block of Renwick
. Drive, Plainfield, were charged with
- unlawful sale of alcohol to a minor.

On Saturday, the police cadet was
allowed into the Alamo nightclub in’
the 2400 block of Church Road. Al
though she was not served alcohol,
her admittance is against local ordi-

- nances, police said. A doorman at

the business, Carmello J. Perez, 43,
also of the 2400 block of Church

Road, was charged with allowing an-

underage person to ﬂlega]ly enter a
place where alcohol is served.
Later in the evening, a bartender
at Fl Rodeo nightclub, Juan Caste-
nada, 27, of the 1100 block of

- Grove Street Aurora, was charged

w1th selling alcohol to the cadet.

g liquor Iaws

“The busmesses which refused
sale to the underage cadet include:”
m Northgate Liquors, Mobil Gas,

- Murphy’s and Randall Liquors 2

al! on North Lake Street.
m Chris’ on Hill Avenue.
m Jewel/Osco and Aldi’s on West

‘Galena Boulevard.
-m Club Gala on East Galena Boule-

vard, .

= Randall Liquors on North Ran
dall Road.

& Delray Farms on North Union
Street. . : :
mla Vahta 2, Fox and Hound .
Aldi’s and Aurora Express Marton
East New York Street. '
m La Aurora Cigar and the Lamp-
lighter onn West New York Street.

m America’s Brewpub and the
Shore Club on North Broadway.

& El Palenque and Twin Liquors
on North Farnsworth Avenue.

m Jay's Food Pantry on Mont-
gomery Road.

m Cub Foods on South Constltu-
tion Drive,

m Aldi’s on Ogden Avenue.

m Applebee’s and TGI Friday’s on ..
Route 59.

g Hooters on Fox Valley Center
Drive.
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Democracy

A friend and I were having lunch the
. other day, and our conversation '
eventually turned to politics and the
upcoming primary election. |

We reviewed most of the contested
races, discussed the various personalities
and made predictions about the
outcomes: In other words, we engaged in.
our favorite sport. But I doubtit'sa
sentiment shared by many others.

After we were through dissecting every
possible political issue, my friend paused
and asked, “How many people do you
think really care about this stuff as much
asyouandldo?”

Then he added, “How many do you
think even care who is on their city-
council or represents them on the county
board?” ; ‘

He also could have said “Or knows
who any of them are?” ‘ '

The 'sad truth is most people in this
area don't know, and don't care to know
anything about their government —local,
county, state or national. The proofisin
the voting records, and flipping through
those is enough to make me very
depressed.

First, you should know that the people
who are registered to vote represent only
about half of those who are eligible to cast
a ballot; the other half apparently can't
even be bothered to take the 10 minutes
necessary toregister.

Those who do register appear ona
database maintained by the county clerk.
Among other information, it shows who
in Kane County is registered and in-what
elections they have voted. Because these

- lists are assembled by precinct, it’s fairly
easy to learn who votes and who doesn'.
In case you're wondering, the answer is

- mare don't than do. Which means the
majority of registered voters choose to
stayhome on ElectionDay. . .

The easy answer to my friend’s . .
question seems to be that very few people
care who represents them, no matter
what the governmental entity. To put the
whole matter in rough math, assume
there are 200,000 people eligible to vote in
Kane County. Assume 100,000 have
registered. Only 40,000 of them will
bother to vote in this primary. That means
someone running for countywide office

:by the numbers

can win with the support of just over 20
percent of registered voters, 10 percent of
eligible voters.

It wouldn't matter if onlyl0 percent of
the citizens of Kane Countyeverhad a .
gripe about taxes of roads or crime, but
that just isn't so. Griping and moarling
about government and politicians is
something 100 percent of the people do
100 percent of the time. Everybody it
seems has a complaintand abetterwayto-
solve Kane's problems — too bad only a -
fraction care enough to really do
something about them. - ,

1 don't kid myself that anything I write *
will inspire people to get off their duff on
Election Day; you either believe in a
participatory democracy or you don't.
What I can't figure out is what non-voters
tell their children. Do they say it doesn’t
matter? Do they tell them their vote won't
make a difference? Or do they tell them
the truth, which is they are just too lazy to
be a good citizen.

LB J

T've really got to stop saying yes to
every request, but it's too late to back out
on my latest lapse in good judgment. And
it's a cold and wet lapse, at that.

. Frequent readers will know I'm a big
fan of the Special Olympics, and some of
you donated money just last month when
1 sheared off my beard to raise a little
dough for the cause. I should have quit
while I was ahead, but no, L have to try
and top that stunt with a plunge into Lake
Michigan on March 6. , :

It's all part of a Special Olympics event,
and the deal is real simple: you pledge
money; I go jump in an icy lake. To spice
this up, I've challenged Dave Janusch of
the St. Charles Police Department that 1
can raise-more than he and his
department can. Dave and several fellow
officers will be jumping in, too, so thisis a

. serious bet,

Call or write me with your pledge, and
don't be stingy. This may be your only
chance to see me take the fiying leap
you've always wished for. :

W Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
(630) 584-0809 or
wpage@mediawerks.org.




Crowded 3. . Lsitcly
~in Hinckley

E

e
Kane jail =

sees a bltg-H
of relief &

By William Presecky ) 4__%

Tribune staff reporter . S

- The Kane County Board’s fﬂr
ing of two public defenders:last’
year has expedited crimindl
cases, helpe& ease jall crowding
- and saved the county about
$5,000 a day, the county’s ch;qf
judge said Wednesday. s =

Meeting with the. Couuty
Board’s Judiciary Commltte@
about a year after he gamed ap-
proval to spend $102,000 in 2003
contingency funds for addit;ox}-
al public defenders, Kane Coun-

-ty Chief Judge Philip DiMaxzio
said the board's decision.was
cost-effective. 2o

That, said DiMarzio, is; Ay
flected in the easing of the, r_]ag;‘l
crowding since the two new, at-
torneys began work last A p,l
Although not the only reason
for the decreased population,
the court’s increased ability;to
expedite cases for jailed defen-
dants has helped stem crowd:
ing, he said. A decline in the
crime rate also contributed, he . -
said. .

The 400-bed Kane County. .Iail
in Geneva routinely had a
inmate population of 600 :0r
more a year ago, said DiMarziq
Since then, the daily popu.la_tiop
has declined and hovers arounc
500, he said. ‘

DiMarzio said housing 100
fewer inmates is saving;the
county about §5,000 a day. .- :

He said the two public defeng
ers that the board authorized
are assigned to h1gh-v01ume
courtrooms that have a diréct
impact on jail population.

“I do not anticipate the down-
ward trend to continue,” sald
DiMarzio, noting that jail ovel:-
crowding is and will continué ?
be a problem that Kane must:
dress.

“We have dene as much as we
can, " he said.

“The jail still far exceeds ca-
pacity,”hesaid. @ = ...

DiMarzio told the com.mittee
to expect a request from the
court next year for more Judges
and support staff. .

“We are stretched as thin’ as
we can be stretched,” said D1-
Marzio, now in the second yéar
of 2-year term as chief of the 16th
Judicial Circuit.

R

Firefighters

Seek statlon

Dan Waltt
gl)fAFF WRITER 7—/ Z'U'/ 0'1

HINCKLEY — Equipment storage, increased
training requirements and logistics are among the
issues driving the Hinckley Fire Department’s -
request for more space in a March 16 referendum.’

Fire officials say the department has outgrown
the outdated the 40-year-old station at 130 N, May
St., and is renting space a half-block away. The
department wants to bring all its eqmpment, ofﬁces

" and training facilities under one roof. -

"The fire district-will ask voters to approve a
property tax increase of about 11 cents per $100 of
equalized assessed valuation. The owner of a house
valued at $150,000 would pay an additional $56 a
year in property taxes if the measure is approved

“We're not looking to build a Taj Mahal,” Fire

! Chief Jay Van Landuyt said.-

The Hinckley Fire Protection DlStl‘lCt stores six -
vehicles in tandem fashion at the May Street
station. The building originally was de51gned to
hold three trucks. .

The fire department leases space about a half- -’
‘block north of the fire station to store a snorkel
truck, hold- training classes and house

: admlmstrahve offices.

A private residence stards between the storage

'bu11dmg and Hinckley Fire Station, which also
" houses firefighter's gear, hoses and emergency

equipment.

The department has acqmred a 3%-acre parcel on
Nérth Sycamore Street that would allow for a npew
station and for'expansion — something not feasible

" atthe current site,

“We want to plan and bmld for the future,” said
Joe Herrmann, emergency medical services
coordinator for the department.

The fire district serves about 2,500 people in a 65
square-mile areathat includes the village of .
Hinckley,-all of Squaw Grove Township and half of
Pierce Township.

‘Many state requirements for handling hazardous
materials and procedures for cleanup didn't exist
when the station was built, Van Landuyt said. There
is no shower facility in the fire station, and the on]y
decontamination device is a slop sink.

"Since there is no parking space on the station
property, firefighters must find spots along May

-Street to park their cars when a call comes in.

Members of the team assigned to the snorkel truck
must grab their gear in the main station and make
the Iléalf-block‘ sprint up May Street to board that
truc

Fire district officials hope the required wording
on the bhallot will not confuse voters. The ballot will
read: “Shall the extension limitation under the
property tax extension limitation law for the
Hinckley Fire Protection District be increased from
2.4 percent to 60.264 percent for the 2003 levy -
year?” '

Larry Haler, chairman of the Friends of the
Hinckley Fire District, said the group plans a door—
to-door campaign on March 6.



S@iT'm Encourdgedibec
“sovnds Jike i3 tominlg down Tz
‘density,"said Mark Davoust.of:2
St. Chatles Townshib, who 14
Vice-predident of @ Batavia cohe. %
rpiAnufacturing e
PRy

: hich covess thiostly Batavidy
TtwmsHip“and a sthall section .of ¢
\Genéva Township, think the plan?
‘could he fusther modified. ' .5
: 'J6seph-Ferrone of Batavia,
Awho*works as a transportationy
‘mandger with a Lombard-truck-*
.ing Company, doesn't’object to
‘the'plinf the residénts give their,,
‘consent.Howevér, he-dislikes«
‘any plan that éomproimises opers
“space Tk L ;
Althol evélopers-havei
“dltered-plans; there’coild be”

more gooperation between the’”.

_affected’parties, Batdvia busi
chessmain Anthony Cvek said. 4
£ “There’s going 16:be.some .
‘impact, on:theschools,.said-
. Gyek, wha owns & rethodeling:
\:company fn Batavia: “That rieeds




- Embarrassment
Recge candidaes dif
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BY GARRETT ORDOWER.
. DailyHﬂ'aHStaﬁ'%'terQ__/zw/o(

With the flurry of housing
activity during the past few
vears the Kane County
recorder’s office coffers have
grown to more than $1.86 mil-
lion, and one of the main
responsibilities of the recorder
will be spending it.

Every time the recorder’s
office receives a document, it
charges a $25 fee. Of that, $4
goes to an automation fund for
improving the functioning of the
office. .

With 233,000 documents
processed last year and a six-
week lag time before certain
records can be accessed, nione of
the three candidates for the GOP
nomination disputes that the
office can be improved. '

But the incumbent and her
two challengers differ on how it
should be done, -

The automnation fund needs to
be spent, candidate Don Rage
said, so that the office can cut
down the amount it collects
from' property taxes and
increase efficiency through the
purchase of new technology.

He notes the recorder's office

‘underestimated the amount jt
would collect in fees by $1.65
million last year, ‘causing the
county to ask taxpayers for more
than it needed,

“That's the only office that
helps fund other offices in the
county,” Rage said. ‘

Recorder Sandy Wegman ‘said
that during her first three years
in the role the office spent
almost its entire automation

- budget but that the increase in

documents recorded from

90,000 in 2000 to 233,000 last

" year could not have been pre-
dicted, - . .

The office must work out its
budget six months in advance of
kmowing its revenues, Wegman
said,

She has plans to spend ahout
$1.2 million of the automation
fund on upgrading servers and

Dan
Gurbal Rage _
‘backup systems, implementing

a disaster recovery system and
replacing current storage sys-
tems, _

Wegman balks at spending all
the money just because it’s
there, but she said if she had
known about the increase in
documents she would have
budgeted closer to $1.5 million
rather than $1.2 million.

“T'm not going to stock up on
computers here because we
have the money,” Wegman said.
“Technology changes too
quickly for that.”

One of the largest investments
of the office recently has been a
new “cashiering system,” where
documents are entered in part
as soon as they are received.

But that very system is what
Rage and candidate Dan Gurbal
both have the most problems
with. -

The main problem, Gurbal
said, lies with the receiving
system not being integrate
with the storage and retrieval
systems, which receive acclaim
from those who, like him, use
them every day.

Information entered inconsis-

tently by employees who aren't
properly trained for the systems
they're using is also part of the
problem, Gurbal said, along
with not verifying the informa-
tion. T

- “The financial quality of the
real estate records is in jeop-
ardy,” said Gurbal, who runs a

title research business, “If things

don’t change at the recorder’s
office, I'll have to change my line
of work because of the liability
that comes with those errors.”
Gurbal would spend the

of riches

' eronkbwtospendtheoﬁﬁcekmoney

automation
fund to mesh

system with the
storage and

L tems. Hed also
Sandy specialize
Wegman employees and
spend money

on job training to make sure
data gets entered consistently
and correctly. :

Gurbal doesn't have any esti-
mates as to how much his
objectives would cost, but he
said working with the consul-
tants who developed the storage-
and retrieval systems would
shed light on that.

Rage, on the other hand,
wants an entirely new software
system to be used with the exdst-

ing hardware so that it can:y
quickly turn entered documents’

into retrievable documents, ‘He
also thinks the system can be
hooked up with the individual

assessorss offices to speed up the {.

tax cycle,

“What we have to laok at is{

technology changes day by day
and how we can make this
quicker, more efficient and
reduce the cost of operating the
office,” Rage said.

He also wants records to be |

accessible to the public over the

Internet. Rage said that in talk- |

ing with consultants he believes
the software for this project can
be paid for with less than 20 per-
cent of the $1.86 million in the
automation fund.

He would spend the rest on
terminals for the system at each
assessors office and a new scan-
ning machine,

“That would be very nice, but |
it’s not going to happen,” Gurbal |

said of the integrated systemn.

Wegman also disagrees with
Rage’s plan for an entirely new
systern.

“I'm not going to replace an |

entire system when we have a

new one in place,” Wegman |

said.

money. in the |
the receiving’

retrieval . sys- |
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Boil .order:
Review 1s
on agenda

By Dave Parro
STAFF WRITER

.AURORA — A study of the city’s
water contamination and subse-
quent boil arder will review Auro-
‘ra’s findings to make sure they are
complete and stand up to technical

scrutiny.

* The independent review, to be
“done by Weston Solutions for
around $10,000, will be discussed
and voted on today by the City
Coundl. The scope of work will in-
clude a review of Fox River and
treatment plant water quality data, .
as well as looking at the operational -

side of the plant.

‘Weston will also review and com-
ment on Aurora's findings, conclu-

sions and recommendations.

In addition to the review of dty -
data, Weston Solutions will also try
to answer a list of questions submit-
ted by aldermen. Many of them
came from constituents, including
community groups and organiza-

= tions and ward committees.

-2+ 7 *The questions that have come in
{from the aldermen tend to be re-
»dundant,” said Alderman Chris
-:Beykirch, chairman of the City
“‘Councd Buildings, Grounds and In-

“frastructure Committee. “The num-
‘ber of questions to answer really

‘aren't all that broad.”

:. Among the most common ques-

itions are:

\m What was the cause of bacieria

‘contamination?

:m Where did the high Jevels of am-
‘monia in the Fox River come from?
‘Were they natural or the result of i-

Jegal dumping?

'm How do other water treatment
-plants, such as the one in Elgin,
‘handle the same contamination
‘challenges? What might they be

:doing better than Aurora?

im Should Aurora change how it rou-
tinely tests water samples? Should
the treatment process be altered at

.any point? °

4

.. Stephen Ryan, senior project
- ‘manager with Weston Solutions,
said the effectiveness of the review
will depend largely on how well the
¢ity has compiled data. Incomplete
records will delay the review, which
could be done in as little as 21 days.
{"" Aurora water officials have been
* compiling data since the boil order
* was issued Feb. 6 and hope to finish

: their internal review this week.

:  Ryan said his company’s review
¢ will consider mechanical fajlures at
i the plant, including the possibility of
: equipment malfunctions; and |
. whether anything was done differ-
i ent than normal operationally, such
! as chemicals being added at the
; wrong time or in insufficient

- amoints.

‘m How do we prevent this from hap-
A et b
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Elburn residents

to see more savings

. ByDAN CHANZIT
" Kane County Chronicle

FLBURN — Residents will
see an even lower water rate hike
I @5 ongoing
ahalysis of zeolite Hlters to re-

move - ratium  from  Elburns
 water i : -

" On Monday, trustees agr

1o payup frontabout $550,000in

construction costs. In doing 5o,

" the village will not have.to fi-
. nance the improvements. -
: ‘ could be be-
_ - .tween $40,000 and $60,000 per
- year, village officials said.

The savings

The savings would be passed

- on to Elbum residents through
© smallerwaterratehikes.

“I think we did the right thing

for Elbum,” Village President
" James Willey said, “There were

significant savin, g5 :
" -Removing “radium from

.. -drinking water js a mandate by

the Olinois Environmental
Protection Agency, which re-
quires all municipalities to com-

~ ply with new water quality stan-
Radium is a naturally occur- .

ring Tadicactive material found
‘inmost deepwells around north-
After considering’ several

 methods, the village last month

decided to hire Colorado-based

‘Water Remediation Technology

. to implement a zeolite filtering

process, .
.~ The cost to the village will be
about $1.15 million, down from

. estimiates as high as $9 millionfor

various . othier rad.tum removal

methods, -

" Last yeas, Elbum officials se-
riously considered using - a

- _ method calledion exchange.

The methed would have cost
roughly $4.5 million plus another

. $500,000in cheriical costs 1o im- -

plement,

Reside ms;hwatér rates wﬁd]l gé) .
" up ta pay for the zeolite method,
: butviEage

officials have declined
to release exdct numbers until a
contract is worked out with WRT.

- " Under the cantract, the vil-
. lage would pay WKT about 4%

‘on radium removal

" . centts per 1,000 gallons of water

treated.
That is about. $97,000 per
year based on Elbumis annual

- water use of 116 million gallons,
____village ~offi-
‘cials said.

- WRT's

method  in-

volves send-

ing:  water

through pipes

and . ters

made of the

o mineral ‘zeo-

lite. Radium is

Willey  wappedbythe

. . -filters, .

Elburn's radivom level is about

20 pleocurries per liter, which is
well above the EPAs 5 picocurties

perliteriimit. ~ . .

In July 2003, a test run by -

JWRT lowered the village's radium

}Jeve.l to less than.1 picocurty per

ter. .

WRT Vice President Ron
Doltar said his company’s busi-
ness is booming now that more
communities are aware of there-
moval process. . -

“With new technology, most
municipalities are very conserva-

tive” Dollar said. “A number of 3

people take a wait-and-see atti-
tude” . -

In 1976; the federal govern- -
mentapproved the Safe Drinking
Water. Act, but radizm restric-
tions did not take effect untl
1991 and 1996.

Municipatiies technically
have been in violation since then,
‘but the EPA has not enforced the
regulations. . )
““Also on Monday, vilage
trustees -discussed  switchi
from quarterly to rnonthly water
billing,

", “(Bésidents) are asking for
monthly -billing"  Village
Administrator David Mortison

- told trustees.

Making the switch would re-
quire a slight rate increase in ad-
.dition to costs incurred to re-
move radium, but justhowmuch
i$ uncertain. o
“Those costs could be rolled
into their bills” Morrison said.
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~ North Aurora’s village board % & 2

' ‘ensured that its road recon-
" ] struction program would have

| telecommunications utilities.

| Proceeds to helpﬁmd street pﬁgram

full funding when it Monday |}

approved a 1.5 percent tax on " | .

village ‘gas, electric and e
‘Dale Berman

Mark Ruby

‘I .. Gas and electric are currently

untaxed. Telecommunications estimated to be $396,000 per
in the village is currently taxed year. R '

at 0.5 percent and this will be ~ Put together with motor fuel
increased to 2 percent. Collec- tax revenues and other funding
tion® of the tax is to begin sources, the village projects that-

. | immediately and last undl April, it can now afford street recon-
2007, ‘

( L ~ struction plans ranging from
““This (tax) is designed so it $1.4 million to $2.6 million over
can finance our-road program the next10 years.

and kéep it going with other’

- in catching up with. its rapidly

Trustees Max Herwig, John deteriorating streets. -
“Hansen and Paul Shoemaker . This year’s list. of 2004 road

s joined Ruby in voting for the projects was also approved at -
"| tax. Mark Guethle and Dale Monday’s meeting. These pro- -

- ! Berman . voted against the"

jects. include Adams Street
increéase. . : between Oak Street and John
Actual impact on each resi- Street, along with the entirety of .

‘dent was left unknown, partly Lynn Street, Farview Street and" -

because area utilities had not- Hillside Street. ©
responded by Monday to hoard - The list of proposed recon-
inquiries about their current struction projects increases in
revenues, Hansen said. Hansen coming years under a ‘plan pre-
prepared the figures the board viously approved by the board.
used in making its final deci-. -
sion.- P never catch up,” Bibby said. “We

‘percent of $1 million projected  As the board sought to solve
auto mall revenue to street con- -one of ,its-lar%est budgetary
struction. In addition, - all - issues, the village is moving
revenue generated by the vil- closer to finding a village

lage's 0.5 percent sales tax will
be applied to the project. Thisis ~ See TRX on PAGE 7

. Village engineer Jim Bibby -
financial resources,” Mayor said Monday's action solves the

" | Mark Ruby said. “And- it is  villages longstanding problem
designed to fade away.”

Tax

“Without this, we would -

The village projects $280,500 have largé subdivisions that .
* | per year in utility tax revenue. need tobe done in thieir entirety .
| The village will also allocate 30 starting after 2008-09." - :

H
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List of 30 appl
roughly 30 applicants

one
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st we

the finalists
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time,”
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~ Politics, péts and subtle threats

* Three weeks from today is the primary
election, and with it the first stage of this -
year’s political marathon will end. What -
‘started as early as last June will be .
winnowed down to the two major party -
candidates who'll face each other in the
November general election.’ .

There's little mystery who'll be th.
Democratic candidates, but that's not so
on the Republican side. Nowhere is this
truer than in the battle for the Republican
nomination for Kane County state’s
attorney. -

Although there are four men running
for the Republican nomination -—: John
Barsanti, Tim O'Neil, Mike Leuer and Joe
‘Rago — in reality the contest is between -
Barsant and O'Neil. They are the two .

‘who've lined up the endorsements,
who've raised the money and who have
the best organizations. They also are well-
respected by people in the criminal -
justice system and have deep connections
to the community. All of which ironically
creates a huge problem for many voters.

on March 16 is that both Barsantj and
O’Neil are well qualified for the job, and
choosing one over the other is extremely
- difficult. With just a few weeks left before
the election, this race has no clear leader
and looks to be a nail-biter all the way to
‘the end.
Thedifference between the two — and

there is a difference — is not in qualifica- -

tions but in how each will run the office.

" 'Barsanti and O'Neil have distinctly

" different management styles and
prosecutorial priorities. Each also has his
own reorganization plan, so no matter
which candidate wins, major changes
loom on the horizon for the department.
_Thisistoo tough a race to handicap
because Barsanti and O'Neil match up so
well with qualifications and experience,

- . and either one would make a good state’s

- attorney. My prediction that is the winner
is decided by less than 300 votes — and
"-have no clue which way those votes will
fall ' -
LE R ]

Under the heading of "I didn't even
know it was'a problem,” comes the news
that our state lawinakers have cleared the
way for people to set up trust funds for
their pets. Now Fido and Spot can be
guaranteed their kibbie long after you've

taken that final walk with the little plastic
bag — and presumably your kids now
have one miore reason to contest your will.
‘As I said, I never realized this was a
problem, but apparently there’s just a
whole bunch of pet owners who wanted

 this legislation. And there was absolutely

no opposition to the bill either; it sailed
through both houses in record time.

It's sure nice to see our elected officials
spending their time on pressing issues
like this, instead of wasting their days on
the state budget, the health-care crisis or
underfunded schools. I'm glad they can
come together to ensire that Grandma's
gerbils will always be well cared for, even -
if they don't seem as concerned for her
grandchildren. -

~ The effort to pass the school ,
referendum is well under way in Geneva,
and with it comes the first of the subtle
threats and odd-“facts.”

There already is a list of programs to-

Theilemma facing Republican voters be canceled if the referendum doesn't

pass, with special education singled out
for some reason. What a nice touch — and
totally uncalled for. If the referendum is
good for the community, then proponents
should stick to that positive message.
Threatening to cut programs for the
most helpless of the students is no way to

" build support. | ;

The odd fact being presented is that
the present site of Geneva's middle school
is “centrally located.” This is part of the
push to build the second middle school
on the same campus, which may or may
not be a great idea, but claiming that the
far western part of town is “central”
stretches credulity. :

I'm sure the folks who live east of th
river, as used to being ignored by the
powers-that-be in Geneva as they are,
would disagree with the “centrally
located” assessment; as would anyone-
looking at a map. .

* Again, a positive message devoid of
hyperbole and threats will go a lot farther
with voters than what's being put out in
Geneva today. . )

M Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calis and e-mails answered at -
(630) 584-0809 or

wpage@mediawerks.org.
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Hane closer to

higher clerk fee,

-ByTOM SCHLUETER'
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — The Public
Service  Committee = voted
Monday to raise Kane County
clerk fees, mdudmg the cost of
certified copies of marriage, birth
and death certificates. -

Certified -copies of vital

records currently cost $5. The fee

increase would raise the cost of

birth and marriage certificates to

$11 and death certificates to $13.
The fee for wvital records

* copies includes $2 for the clerk’s
* automation fund.

If approved ‘by the county
board, the fee increase would
help brmg revenue in line with
the cost of providing the service.

However, some comimnittee
members see the move as an-
- othertax increase. John Noverini,

R—Carpentersvi]le, said the feein-
crease is unnecessary because
the county ended 2003 with $3
million more than it expectecL

Noverini said taxpayers get
hit twice, once when they pay
their property taxes and again
when they pay the fees.

The main reason for the
county’s higher-than-projected
revenues in 2003 came from the

lethora ofhomeowners who re-
anced their home mortgages
because of low interest'rates,
Cognty Clerk John Ctmnmgham
sai

Jack Cook, R- Elgm, said the

county cannot count on “found

. revenue” in the future. -

The fee increase proposal
was initiated by Cunningham,
who commissioned a study of
thefees charged and the work in-

.volved in performing the services
forwhich fees are charged.

Issuing certified copies of
vital records, such as death, mar-

-riage and birth cerhﬁcates can-

celing tax sales and issuing cer-
tificates of redemption brought

in $361,037 in revenue last year,

but cost the county clerk’s office
in staff ime $783,843. -~
The study found the greatest

.disparity between the service

cost and fee incorne is in cancel-
in tax sales. The county charges
3 fee, and thie paperwork in-

1 volved costs the county m staff
. time $69 31.
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Searc | 1s on for funds

to upgrade Kane Votmg

" By W’lham Presecky
Tribune ;taﬂ’ reporter

~ Although the:November‘zb'OOG

off, - Kane County’s chief elec-
tion official called ‘on county
comsnissioners Monday to be-
gin immediately torespond toa
federal mandate to upgrade the
voting system Wlth the next two
years.

An estimated $683,000 in fed-
eral assistance is expected to be
available to Kane to help it sup-

‘plant its' current punch-card
system with technology such as
optical-scan votitig, said County
Clerk John “Jack” Cunning-
. ham. But an additional $2 mil-

lion to $4 million will be needed - _
* that Cunningham be allowed to | II
. increase the fees his office

to complete the upgrade he
said.”

“It’s not good news, but it's
. something we are going to have
to do,” he said while making a
request that a special subcom-
mittee be formed to work with
him to assist the change.

“We're a little behind the rest
of the collar counties” in com-
plying with the federal Help
America Vote Act of 2002, Cun-

ningham told the board’s Public

Service Committee.

With no apparent source of
revenue available to wunder-
write the cost, Cunningham
" said, “We should start moving

now” to settle on aupgraded sys-

tem and develop a plan for secu-
ring the-additional money to

_ _ pay for it.
general ‘election is a long way =

Cunningham’ sa1d leg:slatmn
is pending that would allow Iili-
nois counties to levy a special
property tax to be used solely to
cover election costs. Its fate was
uncertain, however, he said. '

He said he will suggest that

the County Board earmark $1 |

millionT of a projected $3.5 mil-

'lon budget surplus for 2003 bud-

get to upgrade the voting sys-

tem. . -

“We're forced to do it," Cun-

ningham said. “I'd like fo start

as quickly as possible.”
Meanwhile, the Public Ser-

vice Committee recommended

charges.

The aim of the. proposed in-
creases, which Cunningham |

said are projected to raise an ad-
ditional $250,000 to $300,000 an-
nually, is to bring the fees for
marriage licenses and birth cer-
tificates, for example, closer to
what it costs to issue them.

" A marriage license would be

incréased to $18 from $15, under

the proposed fee schedule. A re-
cent fee study calculated that
the actual cost to the clerk’s of-
fice to issue an original mar-
riage license is $19.07.
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‘Retreat would
be buzlt in Bzg Rock

By TOM SCHLUETER ’
Ka.ne Cou.nty Ch:omcle

_ GENEVA County ofﬁc1als have ap-
-| . proved a concept plan for a residential -

retreat in Big Rock Township for spema]-

needs children.

. Ted McCannon wants to develop 59

acres at ‘the northwest corner- of -

i'- k/r,,v;:i\__/w..

| County approves plan for fac lity for speclal needs chlldren, |

. Raymond Road and Dugan Road, of
. which 43 acres would be devoted to res-
1denua1 use.

McCanhon told- members- of the '
- Development Cornmittee members that

~his daughteris a specxal needs child
-who attends Little Frietd§’ School in |

Naperville,

His goal is to- prowde a smular facil- - -

ity,on McCannon Farm Acres,

“We feel in some way that we can
give ~batk- to the community,”
McCannon said. “These are all spec1a1
needs children. s

‘The purpose of the farm would be

to allow the children “to enjoy the
rural.atmosphere of Kane County." he

-said..
McCannon proposes ‘a change in .

zoning from farmmg to planned unit
development.”

. The concept plan stage is the first
step in the development process. _
McCannon will provide more detail’
in his proposal when it reaches the pre:
liminary plan stage. - -

McCannon described his plan’ as

being “a facility for recreational and

. therapeutic progra.ms for people w1th_ :
* unique needs _ :

-
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City slates
meetings
on special
tax, roads

By Jan Ramming
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

BATAVIA — The city will host two
public meetings this week at City, Hall.
At 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, there will be a
gpecial City Councl meeting with a public
_hearing regarding the proposed third Tax
Increment Financing district for the city.

The district would be established
to cover downtown areas not cur-
rently within the existing TIF dis-
tricts. The new district would bé set
up primarily to promote redevelop-
ment and growth in old industrial
sections of the city south of Wilson
Street.

Thursday, the Kane County Divi-
sion of Transportation is having a pub-
lic information meeting. Residents are
invited to review the county’s roadway

improvements study for Fabyan Park- .

way from Western Avenue to Kirk
Road.

Two meeting times are scheduled:
5:30 to 7 p.mi. for residents of areas lo-
cated west of the Fox River; and 7:30to
9 p.m. for those east of the river.

Residents are invited to come in at
any point during their meeting times to
review exhibits and discuss the project
with county staff.

Staff members from the Kane Coun-
ty Division of Transportation and their
consulting engineering firm will be
available to answer questions.

The county is proposing changes to
Fabyan to improve safety and traffic
flow. One alternative that is being eval-
uated is to widen Fabyan to provide a
center turn lane.

New traffic signals are being pro-
posed for intersections at Van
Nortwick Avenue, Allen Drive, Nagel
Boulevard and Kingsland Drive.

The county also is proposing to
close public access to Fabyan at the in-
tersections of Carriage Drive, Thoria
‘Road, Surrey Road and Heather Lane.

Pews

vironment for the childre
for interviews, We
for this valuable fa
Council to approve

3-33-04 Beacon nesws
THuMBS UR, THUMBS Down -

Farm farﬁiljz’s |
generosity
- aloving tribute

Much of the MCCénn .
PUREIEP on farm in Bi
e ot s ey e s homng A

ment, but Ted McCannon has other ;
?gi f:?acre farmstead itself, McCannoflr;gggiggg
o af 1-? a new recrf.:aﬁonal, therapeutic and resi-
Jential ome for special-needs children, The facility
) includine supported by future private endowments
b e Ceton fmly, togeter
have been encouragin bont e aromty officials

g about the project ‘
;fd qu;lelignnzas UP. Its hard to imaéine’ §“£J§§
iZ&eanm in generous initiative from a private cit-

Child Advocacy Center merits approval

¢ After almost a 10-year effort i
, an i
g‘é gom thrfee grants already Iixfe‘(aintll.l]pmnfg?]g
o Ce(:llinty' will be able to build a new Child Advo?
hpy er 111; Geneva. A new design by architect
pry ams has addressed concerns of the Ge
istoric Preservation Commission. The CA ot

es offices for state’s attorneys who prosecuteC Sl;)(::ll:_l

a_buse cases, and is designed to be a comfortable en-
_ n who are brought there
gve our THUMBS UP to the plans

cility, and urge the G i
the needed zoning. cneva Clt'y
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Sugar Grove continues to expand -

monthé, the village is expected to !
. reiease results of a study evaluat-

Supermarket could
~ be niext addition

By Linda Girardi
SPEGIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

SUGAR GROVE — Significait

progress in cornmercial develop- -

ment and plans to upgrade water
services are all in this village’s fu-
. ture in 2004.
+'1 Construe-
tion has start-
ed behind Vil-
lage Hall for
Sugar Grove's
second deep

Ny ing residents
- with quality

“' //
3 %/4 drinking

ugar 'mve vil- water.

lage President  , V1113 E¢

Sean Michels residen
! i Sean Michels

says the infrastructure improve-
ments are significant.

Not only will the well place
Sugar Grove within state Environ-
mental Protection Agency regula-
tions but it will also provide quali-
ty drinking water. The ion-ex-
change system would refmove nat-
urally occurring radium from the
public water supplies and soften
what typically can be hard water.
.. “This has been part of our mas-

- ter plan for the village's water sys-
tem,” Michels said, adding a
$300,000 federal grant through
House Speaker Dennis Hastert's
office will partially fund the pro-
ject. ) )
“We will be able to make the
improvements without increasing
residential water rates,” Michels
said.

The collection of developer im-
pact fees have also made it possi-
ble for the village to make the cap-

ital improvement investments, .

Michels said.
- Within the next couple of

1 well, provid- -

.developers that with the quality of

ing the village's water needs.
Sugar Grove is also in the

process of updating its compre-

hensive land use plan.

“It’s really the backbone for fu-
ture planning,” Michels said. -

Michels said the village is also
hoping for passage of a federal
transportation bill that would pro-
vide funding to widen Route 47,

“In anticipating the amount of
development coming in and
around Sugar Grove, we're devot-

ing considerable time on a trans-.

portation plan s0 we have major -
collector roads to handle the traf-
fic,” he said. . . |
And Sugar Grove will continue )
1o see new residential growth.

Settler’s Ridge, a 1,200-acre par- [ -

cel located south of the village and
on the east side of Route 47, is in.
the development phase. On the |
west side of Route 47 and south of
Prairie Street, developers have ac-
quired 900 acres for another new
subdivision. !

Michels said the village has an .
estimated 2,500 acres of residen-|:
tial development in the planning |
stage, which at total build-out will
mean an additional 5,000 home
in the community. . -

Sugar Grove is awaiting certifi- |
cation of a 2003 special census
placing the village’s population at
6,000, ,

“We've heard from commercial

the new homes, the village can an-
ticipate significant retail in the

_near future,” Michels said. -~

- To this end, plans for a Jewel.
supermarket were to come be-'.
fore the village’s Plan Commis-:
sion this month. The grocery'
chain has targeted the portheast
corner of Galena Boulevard and.
Route 47. .
“We're excited about this. Resi-!
dents we hear from really want to’
be able to shop locally,” Michels’
said. ‘

\
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split on impact fee plan -

BY LISA SMITH .-

"\ Daily Herald Staff Writer

Mast of the Republican candi-
dates for'seats on the Kane
County Board agree with the
current board’s assertion that
making developers fund road
projects is a good idea.

What they can't agree on is
how to do that. . .

|- Mark Davoust and Arney' Sil-

vestri, who are vying to represent

the portion of St. Charles and .

Geneva townships that make up
the 14th District, said the fee

structure approved by the coun-
ty board in January punishes the

Tri-Cities because developers
would pay moie to build. there
than in Aurora or Elgin, for
example. B :

The disparity results from a
complicated formula that takes
into account road usage and
location, distance traveled and
development cost.

“It. creates - competition
between communities,” said Sil-
vestri, a custom home builder
who lives in St. Charles. “That’s
hot good for development. We're
all in Kane County together
here” : .

A disparity might be inevitable
regardiess of what formula is
used, suggested Davoust, vice
president of Brasel Products, a
cohesive gauze manufacturing
company based in Batavia,

“1 would have liked to have
seen it come out so‘the Tri-Cities
didn't quite carry as much of the
brunt of it,” said Davoust, who
lives in St. Charles Township,
“But even if we were able to

devise a more equitable scheme,
that doesn’t mean (the fees)

T, e ——F - T

won't be higher in the Tri-Cities

than other areas.”

Davoust suggested perhaps’
more research could have been

done to minimize the disparity. -
“It may have needed a little
more work done with a focus on

trying to make it a little more.

equitable,” he said. “You have to
draw a line somewhere!”

But Davoust also acknowl-
edged that he has not done
enough research to suggest a

viable alternative to the plan,

which Tri-Cities mayors have
threatened to challenge in court.
Silvestri criticized how county

officials divided land based on,

planning areas that were not
intended to serve as the basis for
applying transportation fees.

"He suggested road-specific
divisions so that, for example,
Randall Road developers would
be charged the same amount
throughout the Fox Valley
because that particular corridor
is prime real estate. -

“They (county board mem-
bers) need to go back and look at
the application of the formula,”
Silvestrisaid. ~
- Candidates for District 10,
which includes much of Batavia
Township, were divided on the
issue. I
" -Both Tom Van Cleave, presi-

“dent of the Batavia school board,

and Anthény Cvek, legislative

- liaison for the Batavia Chamber
of Commerce, criticized the fee -
structure, while Joseph Ferrone,

transportation manager at a
Lombard trucking comparny,
Supports it. oo
Ferrone said it might slow
down commercial growth, which
he views as a good thing.

© “If they (businesses) don't have -
the money or the impact fees,
they can go somewhere else,”
Ferronesaid. - - .

But Van Cleave called on the

.board to revisit the formula used

to develop the impact fee.
“It's just flat out unfair,” he

-said. “] still don't have an under-
standing on why they made it so .

different from community-to
community.”

Cvek brought the issue before
the Batavia chambeér, which
passed a resolution opposing the
impact fee. : _

*I.think the ordinance that
you've seen approved sets the
precedent for bad public policy-
making,” Cvek said. .

Incumbent county board
member Jack Cook, who repre-
sents northeastern Elgin in
District 20, voted with the major-
ity to approve the new fee
structure. . )

He said charging developers
keeps the burden off taxpayers.

“It's better for the developers
to pay, or they’ll just take all their
money and run,” Cook said.

Cook said construction of new
houses will have a significant
impact on area roads so “it’s
almost essential” that developers’
contribute to maintaining them.

Cook’s challenger in the pri- .

mary race, Larry Wegman of
Elgin, could not be reached for
comment Friday.\ :

But in a previous interview he
said county and municipal offi-
cials should continue evaluating
the system. S
* Daily Herald staff writers Gala

Pierce and Tom O'Konowitz con-
tributed to this report.




‘Rauschenberger’s

- earned our vote
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" entire state’s destiny.

To t.he Editor:
In any'election, it's good to

“have a choice. This: ‘year, there are

some good people running for
U.S. Senator for the State of

_ 1linois.

- Among thein are mﬂhonalres -
and business people withno .

‘legislative experience; well-

‘meaning and used to controllmg

their own destiny. It gives thema -

wsnble level of self-confidence.

- Theie's also one proven -
Republican legislator who has
conquered the'challenges of
understanclmg complex public
issues, negotiating positive

. salutions and leading legislators

to.agreement. His confidence
comes from years of serving an

Like the other candidates, .
Steve Rauschenberger speaks
with convigtion and confidence.
But unlike the other candidates,
he also speaks with avital
combination of intense legislative

~experience, seasoned wisdom
and hard-earned respect for his

proven track record as our State

. Senator

Steve has delivered what

- others can only hope to deliver.

Steve has already earned the
widespread support of other

" . Illinois lawmakers who know the

.demands of leadership and have
seen his wise and reasoned action

" firsthand. His endorsements from

other knowledgeable public

- 'servants continue to accumulate.

Asan elected count'y official
233~ oq
an FON &Q

~ myself, T have grown mcreasmgly' :

impressed with hisviable - :
solutions to complex problems. °
Perhaps one of his - -0
“endoisements” should be that -
George Ryan banned him from. -
the gavernor's mansion because -
he challenged the governor's

_ misuse of our tax dollars. Today, '

that stands as quite a’
¢ompliment.

Steve has unmatched
‘experiénce as Chairman of the
Appropriations Committee for’
Ilinois’ multi-billion dolar
budget, We need a-trite
conservative with his -
incomparable budget sawy in
Washington. .. .

At such a crucial time for our
nation, we can't afford to rely on
inexpeétienice and promisesto: -

‘battle the.demarids and

complexities ofWashjngton.

. There will be mary-expensive
ads and commercials that hope to -
convince us they have what Steve.
Rauschenberger has already
demonstrated. Steve's popularity
comes from his hard work, his .
integrity and his skills in leading .

- our state, not from his checkbook:

Steve has the legislative -

* experience, maturity and balance - B

that will serveus wellin -~
Washingtan, He's battle-tested
and he's earned widespread -
respect for Lis experienced,
-insightful leadership.
He's also earned our vote.
‘We need Steve - -

: Rauschenbergerasoﬁr nextU s.
" Senator. -

Dan Walter "

Kane County Board Representatwe
South Elgin .
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Gold star for understanding FPAs

- Anyone who actua]ly read
‘the story out of the "
Development Committee on
Feb. 18 about “facility plan-
ning areas” all the way
through getsa gold star,
A municipality’s FPA is the
chunk of land it controlsto -
provide drinking water and
sewer services to its cmzens
yawn, right?
" Those residents who
_ shudder at the ‘thought of
every major roadway in the
county being congested, of
anothet 300,000 residents in

Kane County and the idea of -

citizens trying to pay to keep
thie criminal justice system,’
the school systems and every
.other system in fairly decent

. working order would dowell ,
" to.pay attention. .
" Eighty percent of the ex-
pected 300,000 new residents
. corning to the county in the
next 30 years will reside-in the
municipalities. To accommo-
date all these new folks, most
of the towns and cities will
“have to expand their FPAs.

. TheDevelopment
Committee recominends for
or against the requests, as
does the Northeast Illinois
Planning Commission. The
Iiinois Environmental *
Protection Agency makes the
final decision.

The FPA requests from
Hampshire, Huntley, Pingree
Grove and Elgin last week

- comprised 20,000 acres and
was the largest single request
ever in Kane County. Thecom-
mittee approved of most of it
and recommended against

Kane County
Notebook

: some of it. It seemed no one’
" was happy when it was all over.
- Ifthe IEPA agrees, theac-

tion by the committee just .
opened the doors to 100,000
new residents into those four
-commuinities. - ' .
Watch for more FPA sto-
nes coming in the fature.
2 B B -
]udge Mlchael Colwell s
concerns about the historic
Third Street courthouse are
well taken. The old building is
showingits age'and the me-
chanical areas of the bmldmg
have some catching up to'do.
Colwell, like manyin- -
volved in the judiciary, would
like to see all the courts con-
centrated at the Judicial
Center, but that's not likely to
happen any time soom.
So, it means the old court-
house needs tobe Kept up.
. When the courthouse
opened in the 1892, it was the
prlde of Geneva and the whole
*county. Folks don't get all

misty eyed over public build- .

ings the way they once did.
Up near the top of the
four-story atrium is one of the
best-kept secrets in county
government. There are hand-
painted murals depicting -
scenes from all the county’s
. townships. '
The county board has de-

bated back and forth whether -

to spend money on refurbish-
ing the murals. They are a nice

litde art treasure and a shce of .

. ]urors siting on them.

.Districts and Forest Preserves.’

history, but no one has de- .

cided if they're worth spending
six-figures on, especially when
toilets are falling off walls with -

*x* ¥

" Jack Cook R- Elgln, re-
cently was presented with a
15-year Service Award by the
1llinois Association of Park

. Cook became forest pre-
serve president in 1993, where
he served for eight years. |

" Cookwas president dtthe -
time the 1989 $70 million |
open-spacereferendum .
passed by a two-to-one mar- - ..
gin, which has led to the dis-
trict adding more than 4,000

- acres to the system. Land that

was putchased met the re-
quirements of preserving na-

: tive wetlands, woodlands and -
- prairies, expansion of existing

preserves, flood control pro-
tection and the acqmsmon of
Tiew pIeserves..

Cookalsois the chmrman
of the lincis Prairie Trail
Authority, a group charged with-

" oversight to the Prairie Trails in
Kane, DuPage, Will, Kendall and
McHem'y counties.

LRSS

Speaking of the $70 m:]
lich bond referendum, the -
bonds will be refinanced ata -
lower interest rate. -

District President John
Hoscheit said the refinancing
will save $1.77 million.

“Irdoes not provide any
money for the district, but (it

~will mean) a reduced levy to

the taxpayers of Kane
County,” Hoscheit sald
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Man told
to stop
clearing

‘bike trail

BY GARRETT ORDOWER

Dafly Hemld Staff Writer

By day, Dave Peterson works
with diagnostic multiplexers
and beam shakers to maintain
the Fermi National Accelerator
Laboratory’s antiproton source.

But at dawn-and-dusk the
Geneva resident drags a home-
made snowplow behind his
daughter’s Pacific Electra moun-
tain bike, clearing a 16-inch
wide section of the Fox River

Trail as he rides to and from |

work in Batavia.
-+ Because he rides at a time
when few are watching, he's

* become something of a local

legend the last two winters, a

- Bigfoot. :
"It's one of those weird things |
that has touched a nerve with a |

lot of people,” Peterson said.

A whole lot. In fact, many of
the path's regulars have come to
expect it to be clear — and that
has put Peterson’s plowing on

The county has asked him to
stop because if there's an expec-

‘tation that the trail will be
guwed, there’s a greater chance

r litigation, said Kane County
Forest Preserve District opera-
tions supervisor Pat McQuilkin.

“If a person falls, you are

- more liable than”if you had

never plowed at all. Crazy

world,” wrote AnnMarie Fauske, -
 the district’s community affair¢

director, in responst to a letter

" to Peterson. "Unfortunately, the

times we are in allow for a much

more litigious environment

than commeon sense would dic-

tate.” -

Peterson started comumuting

to'work on the trail nearly 20
ears ago from his Geneva
ome.

His bicycling saves Peterson
3,500 miles of driving a year. But
it's'more than that. He's seen
large wading birds like the Egret
and Great biue heron return to

- the river’s edge. He’s also come

close to gening run over by a
deer, had a goose fly into the
side of his head an!seen the
ternperatures dip to 12 below., -
Still, he haso’t missed a day of
biking in 2% years, Peterson
said .
“Riding to work is much more
enjoyable than (driving) on Kirk

See PLOW on PAGES
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‘Man says

he'll stop =

Continued from Fage 1

. Road. It's so much more peace-
ful to do that,” he said.

Peterson got the idea of a bike
plow this winter when snow
forced him to ride along Route
25 and “scurry like a scared
rabbit." e

He started with a baby-

" stroller-like push plow, but that
proved too labor intensive so he |-
eventually worked out the |.

_ riding plow. :

Its V-shaped body rolls on
three wheels while a scraper
gets to the snow below it, clear-
ing most of the path,

Although compelled to work
! on the bike plow for his own

People using. the trail, such as

MecQuilkin noticed the path

actory workers riding on the being cleared during his trail
. path from Aurora to their jobsin  inspections and told his workers

. the Tri-Cities.

to laok out for whomever was

i . “There are people out there doing it.

* who need to use sidewalks and
. bike paths, ?eople who have no  workers saw Peterson this week,

* alternatives,” Peterson said.

Peterson recently noticed a

When two maintenance

they told him he needed to stop.
. A shocked Peterson wrote a

strange wheel track in the snow,  detailed letter to forest preserve

and finally figured

by a homeless person pushinga member

~ shopping cart.

it was made president and county hoard

John Hoscheit,
explaining the importance of

“There is something I can do the trail for commuters and his
- here,” Peterson said. "I can use . situation.

. miy skills as an

engineer to make

The forest ﬁreserve quickly

, lifc easier for the little old ladies replied that, while a “wonderful

| who walk on the path.”

gesture ... your act of kindness

But the forest preserve wor- may also be open to legal issues

: ries that if they take a wrong should someone fall
step and fall, those little old care.”
1 ‘ R

er your

. ' PHOTOS BY JEFF KNOX/DAILY HERALD
! Dave Peterson, an engineer at Fermi National Acceterator Labora-
i use, Peterson also wanted to 101y in Batavia, custom-built his bike-mounted snawplow to help

! find a way he could help the himse?f and others navigate the snowy Fox River Trall in winter.

' public good.. -
i " Peterson regularly sees ladies mightdecideto sue,

Lawsuits along trails are not
unheard of.

The district was sued by Janet
Mull after a September 1999 fall
on a rut in the Great Western
Trail. Though she won at trial,
the verdict was reversed the
state’s Second District Appellate
Court in March 2003, largely

‘because of a state statue that

says “neither a local public
entity or public employee is
liable for an injury caused by a
condition of ... any hiking,
riding, fishing or hunting trail.”

For now, Peterson said he'll
have to guit plowing.

“It's disappointing,” Peterson
said. “] think the county has
knocked down the homet’s nest. |
I'm not sure what's going to
happen.”
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MARY BETH NOLAN/DAILY HRAD
More than 1.1 million tuns of garbage were dlsposed of at Settler's H|!I landfill in Geneva.in 20

* The facility is scheduled to close in December 2006 ﬂ ﬁ/ (/ /C‘(.ﬁ (.

Why your trash' hills
will keep climbing

_' As end nears for local landﬁlls more and more suburbs are getting
~out of the trash busmess leaving no place for your garbage to go

By PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

task.
You gather up the garbag

bags from around the house
; and dump them into a bigger

can for easy deposit at the end
of the driveway.

The next morning a truck
comes by, empties that can and
drives away. .

Where it goes, to many of us,
isn't a concern.

“It's an interesting thing,”
said Bill Plunkett, spokesman
for Texas-based Waste Manage-
ment Inc. “The public takes for
granted the infrastructure and
semces available to move its
waste.”

That could be because
garbage typically isn't a major
expense in the average house-

Every week 1r‘s the same tired ;

hold. InWheaton it costs $24.35
per month to use a 98-gallon
garbage can.on wheels. In
Schaumburg, garbage pickup
costs you $13.79 per week. In

Batavia, it'll cost you $5.50 for

five 15-gallon bags.
But those costs are slowly on

the rise, many industry officials .

say, in part because relatively
low-cost landfill space close to
Chicago area homes is rapidly
disappearing.

In fact, d recent Tlinois Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
study says the metropolitan

area has an average of five
years of capacity left — the

same area that produceés more

than two-thirds of the state’s
15.4 mﬂhon tons of garbage a

year,” -

As ‘the local landfills ﬁ]l up,
private garbiage companies are
attempting to replace them.
with-transfer stations, smailer
centralized distribution centers
where neighborhood garbage
trucks cart trash for eventual
transportation to distant land-
fills. Dozens already exist in the
area. -

But the extra costs of long-
hauling trash to various sites,
trips that use more gas and
more paid hours, will eventu-
ally creep into the price of a
home's trash collection. |

“The farther we need to go,

See TRASH on PAFE 8
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-Trash: Landfil

. Continued from Page 1

- the more it costs,” said Randy
- Salmaich, a district manager for
-Arizona-based Allled Waste
“Industries Inc.
Today the average cost of
hauling garbage is about $35 a

ton, Plunkett said. But in some

areas where Jlandfills-are-scant
like New York City, that figure is
double, be said, ‘
“The Chicago re?ion has
- -enjoyed remarkably Jow rates -
for the service it is receiving
despite the fact capacity is
diminishing and prices are
rising,” Phunkett said.
Local competition among -
" nearly a dozen haulers, includ-
ing Waste Management Inc.,
Allied Waste Industries, and
Waste Services, has kept-
the prices rolatively consistent. -
That same competition has
made predicting future prices

In many cases, three or more
companies will go.after con-
tracts in the same city. The
competition isn't keeping prices
from increasing, bt;l]l officials
say it is minimizing those mises.

Fox River Grove residents had
totake a 3 percent increase
whea the city renegotiated in
2003 with Waste Management.
In Wheaton, the news was
worse when garbage prices
went up 25 percent last .

. Jumps like those, expg;f pre-
dict, likely will be a matter of

‘course in the coming years
depending on market condi-
tions.

Long hauls, big bills

Unlike a generation ago, trash
these days doesn't go to a local
city dump a few miles away.

And more and more, li;:nig.ﬁni}
even going to a regional

“located down th;er%lad.

Take Settler's Hill landfill in_
.Geneva. It took in ncarly 4.3
million cubic yards of garbage
in 2002, with more than half of
that coming from other coun-
ties, said Tim Harbaugh, Kane
County's director of environ-
mental management. At the
same time, 40 percent of Kane
County’s garbage went out of
the county. :

For the next thrée years, [arger
percentages of Kane County
garbage will go to Settlers Hill as .
the facility reaches its capacity
and closes.

But after that, the county's -
garbage — and the companies
that pick it up — will have to
find someplace eise to dump, -

Oificials say those places will -
be larger dumps like the Liv--
ingston Landfill in downstate
Pontiac, which Is more than
three times the size of Seutlei’s -

The
pending
closure of
Settlers
Hill landfill
In Genewa
in 2006 and
other area
[andfills is
forcing
garbage
haulers to
spend
more
money te
send trash
farther
away.

- | DAILY RERALD

" & Transter stations.
® Landfills

Hill.

Just as the closure of local
landfills forced the city of
Chicago and Cook County to
use landfills to the west or out of
state, Kane and eventually other
collar counties will have to look
another way as well, ’

- Fifteen years ago, Nllinois had
more than 100 operating land-
fills, said Dave Wakters, a waste
management manager with the
Ilinots. Environmental Protec-
ton Agency. :

By Lhcq;nd of 2002, that
number dropped to 51.

Those remaining landfills
now have 13 years of capacity
remaining on average, and
dumps in the Chicago region —

- whichi includes Cook, DuPage,

Kane, Lake, McHenry, Will,
Kendall, Grundy and Kankakee
counties — have five years of
capacity, according to a landfill
study released by the state EPA
in late December, - b'

The capacity number is gen-
erated?ag taking the total

duced each year and dividing it
by the remaining landfill space.
Plus, the number of operating
landfills in that Chicago region
has dropped to 11. And five of
those will close by 2005, state

figures shiow,

That means the area’s 11 mil- -

lion tons of annual garbage
soon will have to go somewhere
else. ’

The state EPA’'s most recent
report says 74 percent of the.
region’s trash went to four local
landfills — Setder’s Hill in
Geneva, the Onyx landfill in
Zion, the EnvironTech landfill in
Morris and the Countryside
landfillin Grayslake.

Settler’s Hill is set to close in
2006, when half the regiton’s
active landfills will be closed.
EnvironTech, Countryside and
Onyx have at least nine years
left.

But since it takes three to five
years to bulld and open a new
landfill, establishing new
dumps in the Chicago area

s started m }

Chicago area landfills and
waste transfer stations —--
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" term landfill left in its borders.

" garbage went to the
. ‘Woodland Lan

out is unlikely, the report says.
Plus, because of public con-
cerns, finding an acceptable site
far the project would be diffi-
cult at best.

DuPage County’s Jast landfill
closed in 1999. McHen
County does not have a lan

3

Cook County has only one long- ' X

The region’s only new landfill
opened in Joliet last month but
is accepting trash solely from
‘Will County.

. Kane County has been home

to large Jandfills since the eaily
1960s when most of the areas
 the Figin Land-
fill, the Tri-City Landfiil and
. All three are
now closed, as is Midway Land-
fill, located next to Settler’s HilL

After Settler's Hill closes,
county leaders say there will
not be a new local dump to .
replace it. :

"We are getting out of the
garbage business,” Kane
County Board Chairman Mike
McCoysaid.

Instead, Kane County is look-
ing townrd transfer stations, just

as other collar countles have §

before it R
The next city dum,

With a population of more
than 8 million‘in the Chicago
region generating
the statc’s garbage,,
tons of are being scnt out
of the area by way of nearly 60
transfer stations and thousands
of trucks.
- Kane County is home to three
transfer stations roday, and
Harbaugh says leaders are
encouraging more as the best
method to keep costs down.

Without cheap access to
nearby landfills, competition
among tonsfer statlons and the
private companies that opcrate
them is the only way o slow

price ‘increases, county officials

say.

‘According to the Illinois EPA
report, the Chicago reglon had
§8 active transfer stations

" moving 5.7 million tons of’

garbage in 2002. Bi( compari-
son, Settier’s Hill Landfill
accepted 1.3 million tons of
garbage in 2002, .
For example, if Onyx Waste

Services had a transfer station

and Waste Management did
not, that could mean higher
Ericcs for Waste Management

ecause of larget transportation

es.
1f one company had 1o raise

" rates to cover the increases, that

could drive customcers away.

“If they want to double their
prices while the other doesn't
they are going to lose,” Har-
baugh salg - .

Thai means more transfer
stations in the suburbs. Today,
Cook has 43 such stations, with
Will and Lake counties being
home to four- each an
McHenry County onc.

" But building and ninning
transfer stations represents yet
more costs. .

- And gettiﬁ a transfer station
sited and built is arguably more
difficult than a landfill.

Last year resident opposition
derailed a plan to build a trans-

-#GET PREPARED FOR WINTER',
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67 percent of iy
millions of |

The Setller's Hill Landfill in Gene

the Chicago area, will close In 2006.
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one of dozen landfills left in

Accarding to the state, the

Ty

v,

region has about five years landfili capacity left aithough it pro-
duces more than two-thirds of the state's garbage.

fer station near South Elgin, and
just this month the DuPage
Clounty board hcrwcc} 10 com-
plaints against a trans er station

inWest (%?c’: . - ‘
Unlike landfills, haulers want
transfer stations in centralized
and overdeveloped areas near
major roads. Landfills are typi-
y much Jarger and built in

less developed areas. e

But even if enough transfer

stations are approved and com-
 pefition remains healthy, prices
will rise. :

“Sponer or later they are
oing to raise their rates,” Har-
auph said. "It's not going to be

seen in 2007, but I do think you
are going to see it over Hme.”
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| State grant to ald
'.‘Fabyan garage
preservatlon efforts

By Rita Hoover = -C‘q“— O

‘T"ataff writer _Ref“l ¢ ,L}')C‘{ CN

The Landmarks Preservation Council of Iilinpis
_announced recently that it has awarded a 5,000
' Endangered Building Grant to the Priends of Fabyan
" preservation group to assist the effort to save ‘the

Fabyan garage, one of the last original buildings on the
Fabyan estate, now owried by the Karne County Forest
Preserve District,

The preservation council, whlch also has nommated
.the garage for its annual Ten Most Endangered Historic
Places Program, issued a press, release Feb. 12 announc-
ing the grant. :

“It's an 1mportam part of that s1te and I'm glad that it
got the grant,” said Jennifer Fisher, the council’s direc-
tor of preservation. :

Darlene Larson, a member
of Friends of Fabyan, said, |
“We are thrilled to get this HMP
grant. It gives us the support |  To send pledges to
we need for the project.” help save che Fabyar
- Larson said her group has | E#rage or for more
received letters of support | '"f""“’ti‘"kw”"e w
from the historical societies of ‘Erlends of Fabyan, P.O.

ox 801, Geneva, IL

St. Charles, Geneva and 60124, or call 232-
Batavia, as well as the Geneva | 4375 - :
Garden Club and Garfleld
Farm Museum. |
. Keith Coryell, executwe director of .the Geneva
- History Center, said the garage “poses an interesting
. question as tp whether it should be saved, but when

viewed within the framework of the Faby-m complex, it
. certainly would be a shame to lose it.” Coryeli said the

estate has already lost most of its original buildings.

The Kane County Forest Preserve District, which
“owns about 245 acres of the estate of Col. George

Fabyan and his wife, Nelle, js considering demolishing
all or part of the garage, built in 1912, located on Route
31 in Geneva, just north of Fabyan Parkway. The build-
ing onte housed George Fabyan’s automobile collection
and provided chauffeurs quarters on the second floor. A
combination workshap and pigeon coop is attached at |
| the east end of the building. .
In January, the Forest Preserve District Board gave -
.| the Friends of Fabyan until-May to secure funds and
- apply for grants to pay for the building’s restoration.:
An engineering firm hired by the board estimated the

| cost of restoration at more than $500,000, but Larson

said that estimate is probably higher than necessary.
The preservation group plans to get its own eshmate,-
she said.

Accordmg to its Web ~sit¢, the Landmarks -
Preservation Council of Lllinois is considered the state's
leading voice for historic preservation and has. 2,000
members statewide. Each year, the council brings atten--
tion to the plight of historic landmarks by compiling a
‘Ten Most. Endangered Historic Flaces Program, and the
Fabyan Garage is one of 35 historic places nominated

* for consideration: The list will be announced in March,
' said Fisher.
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Forest preserve
has its eye on
youth center
XY

-04-Chronicde "
By TOM SCHLUETER -

Kane County Chranicle |

GENEVA — Gov. Rod

Blagojevich's proposal to sell

the shuttered Ilinois Youth

Center-Valley View property

‘has  Kane County Forest

Preserve officials interested,

Two years ago, when then-

Gov. George Ryan closed the

Valley View facility, forest pre-

serve President John Hoscheit

" said the dis-
trict  would
be interested’

_in buying its
40 acres.

Hoscheit
confirmed .
his. interest
-Wednesday.
'If in fact
. the state is
- Hoscheit  willing to sell
L it, we'd be in-
terested,” Hoscheit said,

The property is adjacent to
the Tekakwitha Woods Forest
Preserve, contiguous to the
bike path and boasts frontage
on the Fox River, attributes that
make the property attractive to
the district, he said. |

Blagojevich's proposal came

" with little detail, such as a price

" or when the property would be
put on the market.

"~ "We haven't actually pur-
sued the purchase, We haven't
had any specific discussions,”
Hoscheit said. “Wed have to
talk about price.” -

The property is in
Hoscheit's district, He said rés-
idents will be affected what-
ever happens to the property,

.which is in what essentiallyis'a
residential neighborhood.

"We'd have to evaluate it

‘from a zoning perspective,”
Hoscheit said. T
. Some funds remain from
the $70 million open space ref-
erendum approved in 1999,
Hoscheitsaid,

TheValley Viewyouth home

"‘wasbuilt to house 228 juveniles,
and its facilides still exist.

WOV e T
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© was an accident.

Charges "

increased:

in Karsch

crash case |

By CHRISTY Gu’rowsxi
Deily Herald Legal Affirs Writer

A coroner's jury ruled Thurs-
day the death of eccentric Fox
Valley resident Sebastian Karsch

. "But prosecutors meanwhile

_____ approved more
Y “serious charges
against a man
accused of dri-
ving ' drunk
during the Nov.
11 crash that
A kilied Karsch.
b - Karsch died
of- traumatic
injuries after
being struck at
8:36 p.m. while
biking along
K North Avenue
west of Prince
4 Crossing near
West Chicago.

The  driver,
| Matthew Wise,
Matthew - - _1?5‘ Oémgl".lgad
Wiss aced misde-
. -mednor
dninken driving charges. .

Prosecutors upgraded the
charges to felony aggravated
DU after they said tests showed
he had a .126 blood-alcohol
level — above the legal thresh-
old of .08 — while driving home
thatnight. -

"Wise, who_posted a $500
bond, does not have a criminal
history. He declined to testify
Thursday at the-advice of his
atiorney, Bob Kleeman.

Wise is expected to be
arraigned Monday before
DuPage Circuit Judge Michael
Burke. If convicted, he faces
probation or between ohe to 12
years in prisor. .

Karsch, a 70-year-old St
Charles man, was well known
for riding his bike with trailer in
tow around the Fox Valley area.

He often collected boxcar
ioads of discarded geods. His
penchant for junk sparked legal

battles because of large piles on
his properties. -

Police often warned Karsch

/2.

against riding his bicycle on
bustling, dimly lit streets. They
had stopped him dozens of
times, often prompted by calls
from motorsts.

The night of the fatal crash
was particulariy foggy, officials
said, and that stretch of the road
did not have a shoulder,
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Business Scene

S

Field peas

‘Kane farms’
bottom lines

Ron Hagemann has the seed
ofanidea,

‘The one-time Hampshire
producet isnt out to upset the

" apple cart of Iinois agriculture
~—figuratively spealdng, that is
—buthe believes that farmers
have more weapons at their dis-
posal than some rnight think,

Hagernann’s Rochelle-based
firm announced thisweek that it
has contracts with Illinois farm-
ers to raise field peas for export
to Cuba When1spoke to him, he
said some of these contracts are
with Kane County farmers.

In essence, field peaswould
provide an early spring crop for
farmers, enabling them to have
another cash crop for their land,

" artwo crops a year on the same:
land. That’s important,
Hagemann said, in these days in
which farm equipment and
other materials farmers buy cost
somuch.

"We are at 15,000 to 20,000
acres right how {in contracts),”
Hagemann said.

He added: “What we are
doing is, by utilizing the same

.equiprnent (twice) over the same
season.. it has anice effect on
profitability”

There are critics who see
field peas as not viable in Illinols,
particularly in the central and
southem parts of the state.
Hagemann begs to differ. He ac-
knowledged it is a cool season
seed crop, but said he thinks it
will work statewide.

Asked about its potential via-
bility in Kane County —where

" farmers not only contend with
the usual weather problems but
also intense development pres-
sures — Hagemann said it
should have good resuits here.

“Up here, it's a phenomenal

.. crop,” Hagemann said. '

could boost 1

Asked what cropwould be
the second crop for the geason,
Hagemann suggesied grain

-sorghurn, which he said can be

harvested within 70 to 80 days of
lanting, .

*We should have no trouble
running grain sorghurn as asec-
ond crop,” he said.

Theidea of using farmland
for something other than comn
and soybeansisn't a new one, es-
pecially here in Kane County. In
recent years, we have seen jand
owners utilizing fields for a vari-
ety of uses, including sod farms,
tree nurseries and orchards,

There are also, of course,
borse farms and many other

- rural uses for land that don't fit

the traditional image of Minois
farmers.
Hagemnann said he doesn’t |

expect awholesale conversionof

farmland to fetd peas, whichhe
said are in dernand abroad. His
company, Risk Assurance
Co.LLC, said field
peas arein demand abroadas
flour for snack food manufactur-
ing or as split peas for direct con-
sumption. According to the
company, the hulls may be sold
for cattle feed, :

Hagemannsaid he's not ask-
ing for huge commitimentsin
glc?mge from individual farmers.
But as farmiers get used to the
crop, it may becorne something
they increase in succeeding -
years, hesaid. .

“f think ifwhat we are secing
with producers who have used it
inthe past, yousee what hap- .
pens when you intraduce anew
crop ... (you) are going to tryita
ﬁlﬂg bit.y:nd if works well for
you, you are going to expand it,"
Hagemann said.

To contact Hagemann, call
(B15) 561-8100: for information,
check the Web site, www.focus-
landmgmt.com. ‘

W Roald Haase is the business
editor: To contact him, call (630)

845-5348, or e-mail him at
rhaase@kcchronicle.com.
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Setting the
record straight

- To the Editor:

It appears the Kane County
Chronicle is at it again: allowing
incorrect and damaging
statements to be made about
political candidates in Sound Off.

For the record, Arney Silvestri,
- candidate for county board in the
14th District, does not “build
subdivisions” as was claimed in a
recent Sound Off (Feb. 7). Arney is
a homebuilder. He builds maybe
a dozen homes a year. I don't
think that qualifiesasa
subdivision. -

Arney is not a real estate mogul
orrich devéloper. He’s a small”’
businessman who works with his
hands, building homes. Most of
the homes Silvestri builds, by the
~ way, are built for families who -
already live in the area, and are
moving to a new neighborhood.

Again for the record, Silvestri's
opponent in the primary, Mark |
Davoust, is also a homebuilder.
He built a number of homes in
Batavia and even last year was
still at it, this time building a
home in Elburn. Why is Arney's
home-building business
considered an issue when
Davoust's is not? It is the same
thing, isn’t it?

Amey Silvestri has lived and
worked in the 14th District almost
his entire life. He is well known
and well liked by the many people
who have watched him through
the years. He has my support, and
the support of voters who want a
representative on the county
board that truly knows the area
and the issues affecting the 14th
District. :

Kent Barrett
St. Charles

;Supp(')rts
Rauschenberger

To the Editor:

Government spending is out
of control. It's time we start voting
in real fiscal conservatives and
voting out politicians who think

the future will take care of itself,

That's why I am voting for
Republican State Sen. Steve
Rauschenberger for U.S. Senate,
When Sen. Rauschenberger says
he fights for lower taxes-and less
government waste, his record
proves it. He has been on the
Appropriations Committee in the
State Senate for nearly his entire
11 years in Springfield. On
Appropriations, Sen, © - . -
Rauschenberger has worked hard
to streamline, simplify and shrink
the state government. :

Sen. Rauschenberger
understands that when
government wastes our dollars, it
hurts real people. He has worked
for privatization and competition,
and he has publicly challenged
politicians who take taxpayers for
granted. ' '

Please join me in voting for
Sen. Steve Rauschenberger for
U.S. Senate on March 16.

William Keck

Sugar Grove



NOTICE OF GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION

Dok Is hereby given thate GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION vl be-held at

- gll pofing places in Kane County on i
TUESDAY, MARCH 16,2004 ~ . ﬂ*ﬂa'fx'/
e e Dauly

UNITED STATES SENATOR /(Zﬂ (/
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS - 14TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT ' -

STATE SENATOR - 28th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT- -~ -
REPRESENTATIVE [N THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY - 437, 49" 50 55"’ sa"‘&nsm REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS
C.IRCI.IITCOURTJUDGES 16th JUDICIAL ORCUIT
.coumomcms - AUDITOR ~ ~ieos o
.COUNTY BOARD crwmn
" CLERK OF THE CARCUIT COURT
CORONER
RECORDER
STATES ATTORNEY
coumnomnmmms DISTRICTS 2, 4, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20,722,24,26

The Libertarian parly wil nominate candidates for tha folowing ofico:
F{EPRESE&TATNE |N THE GENERAL ASSEWBLY - 85™ REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT

TO BE ELECTED: DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO THE NATIONAL NOMINATING CONVENTIONS

) PRECINCT COMMITTEEMEN

memofmeﬂepubimnh‘mryaaluism . "The cokor of O Libertarkzn Primary Balot s satmon.

“The cokor of the Democraic Primary Balol s green. The ckor of the Nonpartisan Ratiol b whis

Nonpartisan Proposttions to e voted upon: '
Batavia & Countryside Fire District Disconnertion/ Disconnect a portion of the Batavia & Countryside Fire Protection Distict and Annex thaf

umesion o ot Auor  Contyske FioOititporton e N Aurrad Garysde e Prlcton it
Hicktey e Poecton Dt Incrozse propesty G axiension kmfafion o 2.4% b 80.264% for 2003 levy year?

Hampshee Park Distic _ Levy and ool a ax of 2% for the purpose of recreason programs?
Banava School District£304 1.Issue bonds in the ainount of $48.572 121 for buing ile schdt and improving existng beings
2. crense b etz fom J06% b 143%7
Hunley School DS¥AR1S6 | noreasa education fund kom 345% 10 4.00% on equateed assessed valie?
Aurosa Township ’ Rahesm;hmTax!whd]vﬂuaismmkemﬂmammmWWm
BigRock Townshp " Increase propedty tax extension Bmitafon fm 5% up-o 38.55% forBhe 2003-20M vy year?
ammﬁmn‘mu Incrsasa propery b rala from 1650% 0p o 3300% i ruad purposes? '
Vgl Tonnshp 1 increase equatzed essessed valiafon on o property Fom..165% bo & madmem of 330% for o puposes?

2 e et s ko o 265 1 6818% b D 2004 ey year?
Vage o Baringion s Adogt Aricde 3 f the “Binols Pension Code” hwahmicepmsmhmﬁ?
Viage of Bufngion Inovese property ax extnsion iion Yom 2.4% up o 125% for 2004 vy year?
Vilage of Capentarsvite ﬁmamﬁmaupm31.ﬁwmmmebmm9ﬂgrrergencyp['omsyshm?

Vilage of East Dundes 1 increzse the monthly surcharge for the 814 emergency phone system?
mmmmmmmammmunwmmn

Vitge of North Aurorz MmeWagammmmdecﬁmshaIWageuﬁmasnmpmwﬁm?

Vilage of Seepy Hollow  tmpose surchatge up fo $1.65 per month per network connesfon ki improve 511 emergency phone sysiem?
-Vilage of West Dundee  Iposa surcharge up b $1.65 per ronh pes ok coenection ka Improve 14 emergency phene sysien?
Oswega Pibic Lbrary Dist st bonds n e suraof $16,50000 o urchass e frbuligs and ke addons and equp pesenl buligs
Suger Groie Publc Lirary  Shat the extension Emkiaion be creased rom 1.9% ko 76% for e 2004 levy year?

Town & CountyLbvary  Shak the ane publc rary e b estblshe 1. 19% skead of 1587

Order of Balot ks President of the Unked Stetes, Unked States Senatm (‘-ungmsi)nal offices, Delegates and Alemain Delegates, Stale

Senators ohd Representatives, County offices, Judictzl officas, Prociet Cc
mepohwlbeopenfrumﬁ.ﬂﬂamb?ﬂﬂpm

Daked:  Fobruary 20, 2004 John A. Cunningham
Kane County Cleik

For elechion informabon eaf 630-232.5000
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