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: but the right decision was
made,” Glaser said. “The river
is not going down very fast. We
* need to lose another foot of
He said 450 canocists regis- ' ::r[tc;geg’ safely make the
tered, which is about 40 10 50 |
more than had registered last; _ The high Jevels also have
year. An additional 50 to 60 ca- ' caused dangerous currents.
. noeists were expected to regus
ter Sunday. -
Because of the high river, -
the U.S. Coast- Guard has
closed the river to motor boats

_ citing information from the
Army Corps of Engineers.
Glaser said refunds could

from the Chain 0" Lakes near. 1ot be given because registra-

the Wisconsin border to the ton fees had been spent on
Illinois River, The ban is notex- Tace-related items such as T-
pected 1o be- lifted . befare shirts, trophies, tents md

Sunda portable restrooms. - . -
Hemkel sa:d the ban put  Alongwithithe $5vouchers,
anutharcnm intherace. ~ those who paid the registratdon

“We need the motor boats | fee can pick up. their T-shirts
for our people for emergency and goodie bags Monday at
purposes and to give guidance : Prisco Community Center, 150
and support,” Heinkel said, ' W, Tllinois Ave., Aurora, or at

Batavia. Emergency nextyearsrace.

- Services  Disaster ' Agency Heinkel said the cancella-
Director Jeff Glaser, who has tionwould notaffect the North
been a membier of the cance Aurora Arts and- Crafts Show,
committeé since 1975, said the  which will be from 10 a.m. to'4
tiver fevel was dropping much - p.m. Sunday at Jsland Park in
slower than expected. North Aurora along the Fox

“It was a difficult decision, River off Route 25,

" Theriverismoving sixtimesas |
fast as normal, Glaser said, in’

at

Canoe race
canceled
‘because of

-._-.Partzczpants

to get $5 voucher

for next year

ohe

- ByERICSCHELKOPF

/mif“ |

Fane County Chronicie -

AURORA —

Sumia;fs Mid-

American Canoe race has been can- |
celed because of high water and dan-
gerous currents on the Fox River,

Fox Valley Park District officials
and canoe race committee members
made the decision Friday after moni-

. toring river conditions all week.

“We dont

want to take the | Craft show
chance of s}(:me- to continue
onegetinghurt | « What: North
Heinkel, the park Aurora Arts and
districts deputy | Crafts Show
director of recre- | * When: 10
ation services. | a8m.lo 4 p.m.
“The river is | Sunday
" moving too fast | * Where: Island
for novice ca- | Park, along the
noeists.” Fox River off
"It was the | Route 25
. third tire in the .
44-year history
of the race that No refunds
organizers have | © Anyone who
canceled  the | paid the 516
‘gvent. The race | registration fee
also was can- | canreceive a 35
. caled* in’ 1974 [ voucher touse
and 1996 be- | nextyear.
“cause: of high | « Vouchers and
watgmdunsafe gpodie bags
oonH “0“&]  eid will be available
participants who | Monday at
paid the $16 per Ehe Prisco
-person registra- ommunity
" tion fee will not’ Center, 150
receive a refund, | Hlinois Ave.,
Instead, they will | Aurora.

~f “The river

recmveassvoueherfommwal’smce.
" In the race, ‘¢anoeists pidde 15
mﬂ&c from Mount St. Maty’s Park in
-8t Charles through Geneva, Batavia

.fand North Aurbra td the "Hinois

‘Avenue bridge in Aurora,
. Retent heavy rains have swelled .
‘the Fox River, and the river has been
‘slow to return to its normal level, -
which varies through Xane County.
* hasn't dipped
mud.ch in the last two days einkel
Heinkel said the race could not be ’

: - -pdstponed because of the’ flumber’ of

-volunteers needed and because of con-
- fliets with other park district events,

See CANOE, page 2
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- *=~For Mary. Odiensclﬂage:. nat-

Naturalist, volunteers |
save endangered plants
QOW Metra line

For mostofus, astoryabouta =
new Metra rail tine extending to
- Elburn means congestion at the
‘Geneva station’ may be allevi-

'.ated and the new station can,

;handle growdl i ‘westem"Kane‘Sﬁ

“liralist for the S8t-Charles Park

§Dlsn1ct, it mearnit some endan-

*gered prairie flgwers and grasses

:could be lost forever along the
riewlne,

With a cast of hardworkmg
'voluhteers aiding the Metra’
‘Praifie Move Project, Ochen:
schlager was able to move those_
,plants from wet and dry praizié
}areas to a new location in
{Campton Hills Park. Those

" .onée- endangered plants are
- néw
-4/ Three vo!unteers stand out—

.Drew Prasz of Frdsz Etmvatmg‘
Mitch Adamus, the volunteer
stewward at Campton Hills Park;
,and Maryanne Nelson, execu:
‘tive director of the Fox Valley
Land Foundation.

“But the effort of many Vulun-
teers was nothing short of heroic’
4in. moving large sections of

: pratrie.@nd replanting and

teiing ‘the flowers and’
frasses,

It reminds us thercs alot
more involved ih putting down a
new rail line than political wran-
glmgandiots of bucks. -

ﬁ memhet thls hero:. ¥
Medm broadcasts and news-

,papers -have featured stories this

week: -about -today’s - 60th

nnnmrrm?r of D- Day, the Allied.
on of Fran ’

Ma.n].r fiimes of local war

. 'heroes have. been recall and

ose still with us:havg. Jeer

'askpd to again relive that historic

iday,it's asslble the’ name ‘of
I\{JKB p Geneva will surface,
-aswhilit shuulcl.er Fik passed
‘AWay edtly:last month and his
ob:’ma.ry read, ﬁttl.ngly 80, like -
Hhitéfahero,

<] hiave heard Mr. ;Flk's sfones=

.- of l'us experiencesdurihg

the
Furmandy Ivaston, the"Battle
of the Biilge At the libEration of |
Buchenwald concentratlon
camp.
+Even though Mr. Fik surely

Elsﬁ't the only D-Day veteran who

mqegﬂy Sassed awary, et me sdy
ithis on’ behalf of my readers;
[THarjks, Mike. You left us with
ifive Branze:Stars;soneAmow-

. ‘héd'and one Silver Star, and it's

yithose i impressive milltary
fymbic lsdan't fell us haif of what
yo wentithmugh and what it’,
%mtform S =T

gy - =




Wayne Ratzdaff — Chromicle photo staff

" The Braeburn Marsh, foreground, played a role in an intense skirmish with area environmentalists before an

adjacent shopping mall was builk behind it and to the right a couple years ago.

-+ center sites in Kane County that have required complicated site drainage designs,

1t is but one of several shopping

ey to.shopping areas

Selpnda

_ Kane County Chronicle

BATAVIA — If as Mayor Jeff
Schielke predicts, Wal-Mart finally
starts building its SuperCenter this
summer, it might be anti-climactic.

" Thatsbecause the huge retail project

" targeted for Randall Road and Fabyari

Parkway has béen in planning and devel-
opment since 1996, Schielke said.

That early work, however, was con-
centrated on environmental issues, in-
cluding the slow, methodical construe-
ton u% a 108-acre natural wetlands
area that'is south and west of the hilly
retail site itself. :

"We were ahead of the game,”
Schielke sald. “The site was looked at
by a number of pcople over the years.
But alwa’ys therc was thc issue of

" Then in 1996 the city hired an envi-
ronmental engineering firm, which
drew & master plan, _
leading to the devel- S5
opment of what ¢ity
officlals now infor-
mally call “Braebum
Marsh 2. ’
With developer -
Aetna Development
and Wal-Mart mak-
ing substantial con-
tributions to the en-
vironmental buffer,
Schielke said the

Vo
-Schielke

marsh area is ready and waiting to

handle the ccted  stormwater
runoff generated by the center.

"Fhey {engineering consultants)
caleulated with the Wal-Mart engincer-
ing department how much (storm
water detention capacity} was needed,”

Schielke said. *We said, 'That is all well
and good, now add 25 percent to that to
make sure we're an the safe side"™

1f the new Wal-Mart project seems
an aberration, it isn't. Some of the
major new shopping centers in Kane
County are or will be built on environ-
mentally sensitive lands. They include
Chicago Premium Outlets that just
opened morth of Interstate 88 in

- Aurora, and a Target-Kohl's shopping
- center proposcd for North Aurora, also

north of I-88. . . o

And even before these came Wal-
Mart's sister project,-the power shop-
ping center where Circuit City, Office
Depot and Trader Joe's sit adjacent to
the screne Bracbum Marsh area east of
Randall Road — and across the street
from the planned Wal-Mart. =~~~

See KANE, page 2

drainage.

Kﬁ:ﬁﬁé:'-'_l_)evél'opméhts bring _iséués_td North Aurora

Continued from page 1

' The power center, in the
meantime redesigned * and
tweaked, prompted one of
the most contentious envi-
roninental controversies in
recent county history. But it
" did not deter its Chicago-
based developer, Actna
Development, from embark-
ing on a similarly complex
project on the west side of
Randali Road for Wal-Mart,

Kane Ceounty's director of
environmental managemennt,
Tim Harbaugh, said that
while such projects as the first
Braeburn Marsh, Chicago
Premium Qutlets, Wal-Mart
and the planneéd Target-Kohl's
development are dissimilar,
they share the need for astute
environmental planning.

“Some of these larger ones
get complicated,” Harbaugh
sald, "M Just the fact that they are
difficult properties to develop.”

. tion is more

Harbaugh contrasted them
with other shopping arcas —
including Geneva Commons
and the giant Meijer storein St.
Charles - where he said there

" weten't wetlands and stormwa-

ter  deten-.
stralghtfor-
ward.

“Quite
honestly
they would-
't have de-

(Chicago
Premium
Qutlets and
the Target-Kohl's area} if they
WeTE NOTL 01 & major interstate
and {at Farnsworth Avenue
and) Randall Road,” he said.
Such projects have in-
volved creation of wetlands

‘areas that "are, or will be,

presided over by the Kane
County Forest Preserve
District.

According to  Sherman
Jenkins, executive director of
the Aurora . Economic

Development Comumission, -

the Chicago Premilun Outlets
I’Jn:Lec: required changing the
pati of Indian Creek, a Fox
River tributary. :

"We went out to find a de-
veloper who had the where-
withal to handle such a proj-
ect  {Chelsea  Property
Grougl." Jenkins said. *

The stage for Chicago
Premium Qutlets actually was
setin the 1980s, when Aurora
created a complex public fi-
nancing program — a tax-in-
<rement-financing district —
to enable a developer such as
Chelsea to recapture some of
the funds it spent upfront to
create the stormwater deten-
tion areas. ’

Now, North Aurora Village
President Mark Ruby, too, faces
the prospect of a Jarge shop-

ping center requiring extensive

environmettal plannine.

“Target and Kohls and
whatever goes into that area
northof the ([-88) tollway have
been working with the U.5.
Army Corps of Engineers fora
long while,” Ruby said. “It's
undisputed that a large share
of that property north of the

‘ComEd power lines is going ta

be set aside forawetland.”
Ruby said hes advocated
that ameandering bike path be
built across the property. He
noted that the property isin the
Blackberry Creek watershed,
another Fox tributary that has
experienced flooding prob-
lemsin the past. Because of the
county’s stormwater ordi-
nance, developers and the vil-
lage must provide for stormwa-

- ter absorption and release on

the property; Ruby said.
“You take away the soil

that absorbs water and re-

place it with impervious lay- -
ers here, you have got to have
some place for the water to
en.” hradded
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It should be of little surprise that state
law enforcement officials allege thata °

* small tavern in Maple Park illegally paid

. _ patrons when they won playing video

poker.

Video poker machines ate a staple in

~ taverns. They offer an additional diversion

for patrons and an additional revenue
source for cwners. ) : o
Among those circles, it is widely known

_ that paying out on the machines is illegal.

* “Thatis why the pajyouts usually are re-
- gerved for players the ownet or manager

knows. _

Tt also is the reason why most investi-
gations into illegal gambling in stnall com-
munities ate spearheaded by state officials.

‘Most people who live in a community do

- not get agitated with a little gambling at

the corner barz. In fact, it can be a bit tricky
-for the leaders in a small town to shut
down a friend or neighbor. :
" Such investigations take along ime -
because undercover police officers must
earn the trust of those behind the bar so
they are eligible for the payouts. Officials
with the Ilinois Attorney General's office
 allege that the video poker machines

- broughtin $700,000 a year.

Additional time is needed because
where there is one source of illegal gam- -
bling, there usually is more. With the
Maple Park raid, state officials also allege -
that a book-making operation was avail-

. able, Bookmmalkers accept bets on all sorts

of sporting events, just like their legal gam-
bling counterparts in Las Vegas.

The nihe people arrested at D.J.s
Tavern are expected to plead innocent to’
the charges. Certainly, they are innocent
until proven guilty. But the charges again
will raise poignant questions about gam-
bling in Hlinois. : '

Traditionally, officials have argued that it
is not duplicitous to allow gamblingon .
riverboat casinos because it is a controlled,
‘regulated environment. The corner bar is
not. : o
That controlled, regulated environ-’
ment also allows law enforcement officers
to ensure that other illegal activities often
associated with gambling do not occur.
Opponents, as you might imagine, srongly
disagree. ' . .

‘Officials also have argued that gam-
bling winnings are taxed at casinosin -
Minois. Clearly, there are no taxes in illegal
operations. o
~ Finally, gambling is considered by most
as victimless. The player might lose some
money, but nobody really is hurt.

Video poker machines havebeenon .
the frinee of leral eambline in Ilinois for

Greg
Rivara

%,

ize the operation often are floated in

" Springfield, especially when any type of -

gambling expansion is considered.
. The machines arg present at the gam-
bling boats and everitually will be allowed

- at the race tracks as lawrmnakers look for

new revenue streamns so they do not raise
general taxes, Legalizing video poker ma--
chines at any restaurant or bar, however,
would open gambling throughout lllinois. -
That, officials willnot do. . .

" If convicted, look for the bartenders at

- DJsto pay afine and perform community -

service, The amotunt of leniency to the
owner and manager will be in direct pro-
portion to the information they provide
about their silent business partners,
Aswith anything, the main rulere- -
mains: Follow the money. '

| Speaking of follow the money...

Therewas a great example last week of

" County sheriff’s deputies have stepped
up speed enforcement around the infa-
mous S-curve on Randall Road in St.
Charles. The stretch of road long hasbeen a

. litde tricky to navigate, especially in poor
weather, and has received additional

scrutiny after an accident claimed the life of
a high school student on her way to class.

With the additional speeding tickets
having been issued, county officials no-
ticed an interesting trend: Most speeders
were not from central Kane County. Which

-posed this question: f most speeders are
not from central Kane County, how does
the county inform them that the stretch of
road is dangerous and requires drivers to
be more alert? _

The Chronicle’s Tom Schlueter did an: -
excellent job telling the story. But the Cook
County-based newspaper with rented
storefronts here wrote the story to empha-
size ticket enforcement and not the
county’s struggle to inform motorists.

" ‘Why? Pretty hard to write a story of in-
terest to people in Cook, Lake, McHenry
and DuPage counties about Kane Cotinty’s
problem to inform out-of-towners of a
dangerous stretch of road. Much easierto
interest those Cook, Lake, McHenry and
DuPage county readers that there might
be a speed trap in St. Charles.

‘When someone tries to be all things to
all people, someone always loses.

« Greg Rivara is the Kane County
Chronicle managing editor and co-host of
Kane County News and Viets each .
Wednesday at noon at WBIG 1280 AM. He
can be contacted directly at (630) 845-5355

. why trying to be all things to all people isa :
- failing proposition. '
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quickly for paddlers to contro] and
steer their canoes, and large chunks
_of debris such as tree limbs are
floating down river and.can easily
catise a canoe to capsize,
. Datigerous waters |
Heinkel said aboyt 450 boats were
preregistered for the race this Yyear,
- upfrom 390 Jast year, and another 50
0rso tisually sign up on the day of the
raceit”
- The race starts at Mount St. Mary

ngk*in St. Charles and ends at the .

0is Avenue bridge in Aurora,
.. +Of the people whe enter the race,
~ only about 10 percent are very
competitive paddlers, Heinkel sajd.
0st of the contestants are
recreational Canoeists, he said, angd
the clirrents o the river now would
be the roughest water many paddlers
- would have ever been in anj could be
dangerdiss.: -

And Without being allowed to have -
mmotor-boats on the river, there are * the

real'¢oncerns aboyt the ability to
rescue’Canoeists who tip over, he
said, - -
The Fox River has been closed to
motorized water vehicles for aboyt 10
days. .
- Apersonal watercraft rider took a -
plung‘cz;ﬂ into . the river Friday
' 061 south of Aurorg’s Ashland
Avende bridge, Juap Juarez of

Mendota fell off his device while.

+ heading'toward shore, A friend was
" “able to get him to shore before a

water rescue was needed. . |
. Juarez said there Were no signg
posted to let him know the river wag
off limits to bersonal watercraft
‘because of the high water.
Best time for race L
‘The canoe race requires people to
portage four dams . one in Gene
two in Batavia ang one in North
Aurora — and those portages are
€rous right now. [fa large group
of canoes were to try to use a single
portage area, it js possible those at
the end of the group who coulda’t
“make it immediately into the calm

water could be pusheq by the fast :

Current to the dam, Heinke] saiq

Th_‘roughbut_-the race’s history, .

organizers have tried different
starting dates, They found dates i,
-May often resulted in cold weather
and high water, Ty,
usually means fipe weather and
anageable, if sq%eﬁmes low, water

Bryant said the Coast Guard bag

on motor boats on the river won't
ybe lifted until the middle of next .

week'if no Fdditional rain falls into

BRI - :
Eaciiresi Stered Participant in the

cancelEd evéntwill receive a $5

voucher to use for the 2005 race .

registration, Tshirfs and goodie bags
may bé-picked up as of Monday at
the Prisco Community Center, 150
W. Ilinojs Ave, in ra, or picked

-up at nékt year's race, Park District

persotinél sad. ©
Coni‘g&t Staff writer Jim Faber
at (630) 844-5889 o,
Hfaber@senl.com

e early June date

;

- awa

Reoaton @/
W Dangerous currents: Coast
Guard motor boat ban blocks |

necessary safety measures

By Jim Faber
STAFF WRITER _ . Ra
ORA — The Mid-American Canoe Race,

scl?gllttﬂed for Sunday, has been canceled be:
cause of high water levels and dangerous cur

‘ the Fox River. .

re%sag; level on the river is expected tocdro%
only slightly by Sunday and the U.S. otall1s
Guard still has a ban on motor boats Onth if;
river, leaving race officials concerned Wlth00 e r
abilit’y to ensure thf:dsalfety of) g:& ?:grig. 05lIl ga;
noei ho would have pad a
'E%Zﬁctsss t‘z A?lrora, said Paul Heinkel, deputy di-

B rector of the Fox Valley Park District.

o ey ratl ‘s d4.year
is is just the third time in the race's _
hj;{})ury thjat the Mid-Amﬂelncatlilm (éz;ngj};la f;r;:: zI:na; ‘
n shut down, Thq other times, i
I1}539!2(:‘.,were also fox:;ngh water and unsafe con-
itic inkel said.
dlt’]I(‘)tIl]: fllfi?nﬂu'ﬂé race will notvlgglresc(}ileﬂ?llid ttég
this year. The Park District will send o
&utsh{)se who registered outlining how to ge‘t‘re-
inke] said. N |
' fuI}Siz’nl-lgryant, director of Kane Cou?ty
Emergency Managementtl,linmd ﬂ]:l nm::&g;

i sual. .
are flowing much faster ; tllll o rtng
the water rate jist north of the Hgomery

- the Fox River, experts foun
E(‘?flré'gf;{ 6,000 cubic feet of water per seco]?_d
when the normal flow rate is Lq%}%}g S%E%
ver second this time of year, Bryarf said. ™"
fe?lt‘hp:{ means the river is travehng six ttxsmeg
faster than normal, creating uqdercuérenddlaerll_ d
eddies that make even experience p% _
hesitant to canoe on the Fox, Bryant said. -
" The speed of the water has created two mi]oo
problems for boaters — the wa.ter is flowing

& Turn o CANOE, A2 |
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More work, money needed

Yawnld Wi

to stabi
el

BY GALA M. PIERCE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Although officials still expect
to open the Fabyan Windmill
by June 30, contractors recently
found another snag in com-
pleting its restoration. . .

The Chicago-based Walter
Daniels Constructions Co.
began excavating as much as 9
feet deep arcund the founda-
tion of the 14l-year-old
structure. Workers discovered
problems in the soil, which
could compromise the founda-
tion underneath its supportive
piers. :

The $751,000 restoration

project, which began taking
shape in 1998, could now cost

-more than $800,000, officials
said. :

“What we've got is a litte bit
of concern about everything

becoming destabilized under-

neath those piers,” Mike Holan,
forest preserve director of oper-
ations, said at an executive
committee meeting Friday.

For a fee not to exceed
$60,000, contractors will shore
up and stabilize thé founda-~
tion. The committee also gave
consensus to reinforce the his-
toric structure with a protective

All the windmill’s piers have

ize Fabyan windmill

settled a bit over time and are
not fit to sit for 100 years with-

.out some work, Holan said. Soil

was spotted crumbling under-
neath the stairway as well.

“I don't think it could have
been anticipated,” said Pat Kin-
nally, an Aurora attorney who
represents the forest preserve
district. : ‘

The committee will see a
detailed proposal at a future
meeting, and the full forest pre-
serve commissiofl must give
ultimate approval. -

“We hope to have this done
as soon as we can,” forest pre-

serve commission President

John Hoscheit said.

£
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Fox VaIIey in 60 seconds

'Utlllty poles damaged

High Fox River levels gushing:
over Batavia's breached south .
dam may ruin a pair of ComEd"
utility poles on an island in the -
water. As a result, the power
utlity giant has requested from
the Kane County Forest Pre-
serve to install two new
substantial power poles on the
east- and west-side riverbanks.
‘The move would, essentially,
upgrade the utility poles. The
preserve district, which owns
the island, agreed to grant the
easement of property for the
wrgent situation during an exec-

“utivé committee meeting -

Friday. More than a year ago, the
dam’s center failed, which
caused & hole in the structure’s
concrete. Now, the water flows
R

s

through. With the high river -

levels, water has passed over the

dam.

. Demiolition gets o-alféad:

Kane County Forest Preserve
officials gave consensus Friday

. to seek bids for the demolition-

of residences on the N
property in Gilberts. The district
purchased the mushroom farm
to-designate an area for

- stormwater detention. One of

the structures on the property
was burned down by the Pin-

_gree Grove Fire Department.

The district recently vacated
another house, which had two .
apartment tenants. Another -
house remains on the property .
as well. Forest preserve execu-
tive comrmttee members

¥

it

(/5. /Dd(

. discussed that so far the district
received two bids: $9,700 and
N $19 0040.

New business opening:
Infinite Video Productions will
have a ribbon cutting ceremony
for its new location at 5 p.m. )
June 24. Formerly located at
1825 Fabyan Parkway in West

. Chicago, the business moved

across the street to 1880 Fabyan
near the Louis Bork Drive inter-
section in Batavia. The
company provides location
shooting and editing services
for training and promotional
purpases for corporations and
srmall businesses as well as per-
sonal projects. For information,
call (630) 389-0000 or visit
www.infinitevideo.com.

M B
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- "Township targets

By Carolyn Starks
Tribune staff reporter

Nunda Township officials are
picking a fight with a giant: the
developers devouring farmland
and transforming the scenic
landscape in fast-growing
McHenry County.

It’s an uncharacteristic role
for a township, a seat of power
that usually settles for dutiful
road plowing.

Oniy five Nlinois townships—
Dundee, Elgin, Homer, Lemont
and Libertyville—have pre
valled in using an arcane state

law that allows them to pur-.

chase land for preservation, ac-
cording to the Township Offi-
cials of Ilinois.

Nunda Township officials
hope to become the sixth. They
want to place a $20 million pro-
posal on the November ballot
that targets for preservation
about 700 acres in the Fox River
watershed. Developers and real
estate investors amlready own
much of the open land in the
township, officials said.

“We want to secure a form of
lifestyle, to prevent overcrowd-
ing and traffic, but to also pro-
tect our recharge areas for the
aquifer,” Supervisor John Hels-
ler said.

But raising taxes to buy land
has been a dicey reality for the
townehips that have done it.

land to preserve

Pristine land has becen pre-
served, but the townships end
up being responsible for main-
tenance costs. Some have hadto ~
referee disputes on how the land
should be used, while other
townships got dragged into law-
sults with rich developers or
mayors of municipalities.

“Of the 1,400 townships in 11-
nois, the vast majority are smalt
rural arezs where something
like this would be inconceivable
for them,” said Lemont Town-
ship Supervisor Robert Porter,
president of the township offi-
cials association. '"Developers
are moving faster than we can
in the government because of
the restrictions of the law.”

The state’s Township Open
Space Act, enacted in 1985, is de-
signed togive voters an opportu-
nity to "'promote orderly urban
or suburban development” by
acquiring new tracts of 50 acres
or more through purchase or
condemnation. If the land is de-
veloped, the tract is not eligible
for preservation under the law

In Lemont Township in 2001,
voters approved a $10 million
plan to buy open space. The
township has $3.6 millton left.

Reasonably priced G&0-acre
tracts in Cook County are hard
tofind, Porter said. So the town-
ship must decide how to use the
rest of the money. it may use it
for bike paths or walkways.

Last week, Nunda Township
officials got'a hint of the chal-
lenge that awaits them when 100
people packed a public hearing
at the Towniship Hall, On Tues-
day, the Township Board is ex-
pected to vota on the plan and,

.| whether it should be on the No-

vember ballot. )

Nunda Township, which in-
cludes slices of 1) municipal-
ities, is expected to nearly dou-
ble to 68,000 people by 2020, ac--
cording to Heisler The preser-
vation plan targets 28 sites that
range in size from 50 to 562 acres
and involve about 84 property
owners, said Nancy Gonslorek,
chairwoman of the Open Spaoc
Committee,

The township has promised

"| targeted landowners that they

could remove their property
from the list and the township
would not seek their land
through condemnation.. '
James Militello asked to héve
80 acres of his land removed

from the Iist. He said'his father,

Gujsto. arrlved in the US. in
1911 ‘and bought 80 acres that
now belong to him.

*T,and was precious to him,”
Militello said, *In Italy, even i
you bought land, the govern-
ment still controlled it.”

Freelunce reporier Tim Rane

conmbu!ed io this report.
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Report shows

L
o !
i

an overall drop

in llinois crime

By JOHN O"CONNOR
The Associated Press

) SPRINGFIELD — Winois’

overall crime rate dropped for
“an eighth consecutive year in
2002 — but two of every five of
the state’s counties didn't follow
the downward trend.

" Cook County and the populous
suburban counties surrounding
Chicago drove a slight decrease

- in crime statewide, mmany areas

saw §]ight increases in crimin;

Criminalr sexcual éssaizlts in
the state also rose forthe second
straight year after several years
of decline, but experts say better

when such crimes increase.

The 518,379 crimes reported
Jastyearrepresentsa 1.5 percent
dectease from 2001, according
to IMinois State Police records re-

crimes per 1,000 people, down
from 42.4 per 1,000 ayear eatlier.

Tilinois — and the rest of the
nation — continues © benefit
from factors that lead to redue-
tions -iw  crime, said David
Kauzlarich, a sociology profes-
sor at Southern Illinois {Inivers-
jtyin Edwardsville.

For one, America is aging,

While a drop in crime in.

reporting_often plays a role’

Jeased Sunday. That is 417

. Rate fallé in Cook, suburban counties
3

andyounger people are the ones
maost apt t© commit -crimes.

Tougher sentencing laws mean

more criminals are off the street,
wzlarich said. And community
policing, ip which officers-
-heats and cooperate with neigh-
borhoods, hashelped. - .
"There’s a higher level of
control in the neighborhoods.
Peaple ar¢ working together to .
make crime less attractive,”
Kauzlarich said. . .
Ovetall, 44 counties showed
incréases in all crimes, with 57
reporting fewer crimes and one
with no change, according to
ihe statistics that Tinois com-
piles annually for the federal
governmer. .
Paul Logli, state’s attorney. of
Winncbago County. said the

* pOOT eCONOITY could be a factor

in his county’s 8.3 percent in-
o in crime. The county seat,
Rockford, has a double-digitem-
ploymnent rate. .
~ “These art difficult eco-
nomic tmes, which in some
homes leads to mare financial
pressure,” Logli said.

Utban counties outside the
Chicago area reported an in-
ciease in crine, In addition to
Winnebago's jump, Rock Islands
crimne eate increascd 7.6 percent
and Sangamons 7.5 percent.

S —

e

Crime
_ Continued from page 1

Elburn officials said the
crime report’snumbers are de-
ceptive for small towns. Elbum

' hias roughly 3,000 residents.

‘Thelts increased from 19 t0

_ 24, Burplarics increased [rom
- five to Severl Criminal sexual
assaults increased from zer0 0

one.

“That's the whole thing,. We
have a few extia thefts and it
looks like our statistics really
climb,” Police Chief James
Linane said. '

“Elburn is still oné of the
. safest places in the nation and

18.5 percent increase is actually
miniscule.” . -
Maple Park, which posted a
- 140 percent inciease, suffers from
the same syndrome. Thefts in-
creased from three t severn. Most
other crimes remained at zero,
omer&xantwobaneri&s.mobur-
ies and a case of arson.
South Elgin reported a 129
-percent decrcase- Burglaries
went from 51 to 20. Thefts went

the state,” Linane gaid. "The’

Crime rate
Percent change
from 2001 to 2002
Batavio . down 9.4
thun "up185
(eheva down 9.6
Kane County ‘
Sherift - . ~+*down 5:7

Maple Park up 140
North Aurara down 16
South Elgin down 12.9
St Charles down§5.1
Sugar Grove down 15.9
Wayne down 33.3

.
from 195 to 194. Motor vehicle
thefts remained constant at
nine per year.

“we do have stepped up pa-
wols in certain areas,” Chif
James Spivey said. “Qur officers
are aggressive.” -

Officers who live in South .

Eigin take their squad cars
home. Spivey said that scares
away potential criminals

" 4The cars have a high visibil-
jty in town,’ Spivey said. “If
someone looks up and sees 2
squad car, they will want to go
-somewhere else.”.
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'weighing run

for chairman

By ALICIA FABBRE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Kane County Board Chair-
man Mike McCoy’s name won't
be on the Republican election
ballot next spring.

So whose wili?

So far, no one is saying for

.| sure.

County board member Karen
Steve-McConnaughay admits
she is considering a run but has
not announced a final decision.
That decision could come as
early as next week.

“I've been looking at it from

.| the standpoint of what I can

offer to Kane County,” the St.

‘| Charles Republican said.

Though she has not
announced, she has drawn
pledges of support from high-
ranking Republicans. On

' Thursday, she also was intro-

duced as the next county board
chairman at a golf outing for
Sheriff Ken Ramsey. “If she
decides to run, I would support
her whole-heartedly,” Ramsey
said. “She’s been one of the
hardest working and most
dynamlc board members since
she's been on the county
board,” he added. “She’s not
afraid to tackle a tough subject.”
Steve-McConnaughay was

Some already makmg endor:sements'

John

Noverini

first elected to
the county
board in 1992. |
During her
tenure she
served the
board’s leg-

islative liaison K .
and also as Karen Steve-

chairman of
the adminis- McConnaughay

tration and transportation
committees. She currently
heads the board’s corrections
committee, which oversees the
jail. ‘
A possible run by Steve-
McConnaughay also has drawn
support from Dennis Wiggins,
who heads the Kane County
GOP Central Committee. Wig-

s said the central committee
will not formally back a candi-
date in the primary election, but

See CHAIRMAN on PAGE S




Continued from Page 1

he noted that Steve.
McConnaughay has lined up
the support of several of the

township party leaders,
“ think we have a good can-
didate in Karen

Steve-McConnaughay,” Wiggins
said.

Despite the support, a possi-

le . run - Y
Steve-McConnaughay has
drawn some opposition.

“I will not be backing her if
she runs,” said McCoy, who will
step down after his second term
as chairman ends in 2004.

McCoy's relationship with
Steve-McConnaughay soured
when he dpposed the outer-belt
expressway,

Other Republicans also have
expressed interest in running
for chairman.

“It's early, but I'm not going to
rule anything out at this point,”
said John Noverini, a Carpen-
tersville Republican elected to
the board last year. “It’s a- wide-
open field, : :

“I'm sure there will be no
shortage of people lining up for
the job.” '

Kane County Treasurer David
Rickert, an Elgin Republican,
admitted he is considering a run

DAILY HERALD SECTION1 PAGE 5 -

for chairman but has not made
a final decision.

Though originally thought a
Ppossible candidate, Catherine
Hurlbut, an Elgin Republican,
Friday said she would not seek
election as county board chair-
man. Hurlbut currently serves
as the county board's vice chaii-
man.

Board member john Hoscheit,
a Republican from St. Charles,
also said he would not pursue
the job. Hoscheit has served as
the county’s forest preserve
president for the last year.

Former county board
member Don Rage, a Republi-
can from Sleepy Hollow, said he
likely would not seek election to
the chairman’s job. Rage lost his
bid for re-election last year
against Noverini.

“At this time I would say no,”

F3

Chairman: Two say they won’t pursue job

Rage said when asked if he was
considering a run for chairman,
“But I'll have to watch and see
who the candidates are and
determine from there.”

. Rage added he thought Steve-
McConnaughay would be g
good candidate. '

“I think she has a good coun-
tywide perspective,” he said. “[
think she would be a premier
candidate.”

Mark Guethle, who heads the
Kane County Democrats, said
he is meeting with each of the
five Democrats on the county
board. He expressed surprise
that McCoy was not seeking re-
election, noting that McCoy
worked well with both Democ-
rats and Republicans. Guethle
did not identify any potential
Democratic candidates for
chairman, -
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PI‘OJeCt uses
. transplant to
give prairie

a new home

Group saves pristine grass
from Metra extension plan

BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

q A small slice of Ilinois is finding a new home.

In a joint project partnering Metra; the nonprofit

group Fox Valley Lane Foundation, the St. Charles

- Park District and the Army Corps of Engineers, a
half-acre of pristine prairie land is being taken out
of the path of a new railroad and moved to Camp-
ton Hills Park. .

“It's a very nifty project, in my opinion,” said
Mary Ochsenschlager, manager of natural
resources for the St. Charles Park District. “Saving a
little piece of llinois— the real Ninois.”

The groups are trying to protect the prairie grass
from the coming Metra commuter line expansion
that will widen the Union Pacific Railroad west of
Geneva.

Work on the new third rail line starting at Peck
Road and going west beyond Route 47 got under
way earlier this month. East of Brundige Road, a
large dirt path is being cleared along the southern
edge of the UP track. _

The prairie project is removing natural grass
west of Brundige Road and another section west of
Harley Road before work clearing that rail path
arrives and destroys it. -

This weekend, the grass will be taken up in

= approximately 4-by-4-foot sections. Using a spe-

A : - & 24! A v
. ! .".%u.;‘ -‘. ot ; k” = &l}‘i TLIAEN
. ' MARY BETH NOLAN/DAILY HERALD
Dale Swanson of A.E. Frasz picks up a pallet carrying a small section of pristine
prairie grass removed from the path of the Metra Union Pacific railroad extension
SeeLAND on PAGES  Under construction in La Fox. The grass is being replanted at Campton Hills Park,
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Land: Grass
will be torn
up, hauled
to new site

icmmmwd from Page 1

) 7/"_II [Z

I
«cial Jandscape tool attached to a
Bobcat power loader, crews will
literally cut out the grass and
. ‘about 8§ inches of its soil from
ithe ground.
The Bobcat attachment is simi-
lar to a forklift, but instead of
stwo forks it has eight.
. “Nobody knew how to do
this,” said Drew Frasz, owner of
A.E, Frasz Inc., the Geneva com-
Jpany removing the grass. “But it
thas worked out.”
: The sections will be placed on
ispeciaily made pallets, loaded
onto a flatbed truck and taken
to Campton Hills Park. There
the grass will be replanted in
Hreshly cleared wetland area on
© the park’s western edge,
‘Ochsenschlager said.
Tk

R

The new wetland and its
prairie will become a education
sanctuary available to schools
and the public, Ochsenschlager
said.

Metra is building an exten-
sion of its Union Pacific
comrnuter route by adding sta-

MARY BETH NOLAN/DAILY HERALD
Portions of prairie grass near the Union Pacific tracks in La Fox
will be removed and replanted in Campton Hills park to make
room for an extension of the rail line.

tions in La Fox and Elburn. The
project includes adding another
rail line 20 feet south of the
existing track.

Planning for the project has
been in the works for years and
now the extension is on sched-
ule to be completed by 2005.
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Aldermen to act
as judges in waste
station siting

By MARK FOSTER

Kane County Chronicle

BATAVIA — Aldermen will
not be allowed to discuss the
Onyx solid waste-transfer sta-
tion application with the pub-
lic or anyone else. i

City attorney John Noble
told aldermen last week that
in determining whether to ap-
prove the application, they
will be acting as a quasi-judi-
cial body, and that state law
prevents them from dis-
cussing the case outside of of-
ficial hearings.

The city council will act as
afact-finding body, Noble said,
and if the applicant meets all
requiremernts, aldermen must
approve the application:

“This is completely differ-

ent from what you do legisla-
tively,” Noble said. “You have
to act like a judge. It’s not a
matter of discretion.”

Onyx is expected to file an
application this summer to
build and operate a waste-
transfer station in the north-
east side industrial park east
of Kirk Road near the Kane-
DuPage county line,

The facility would receive,
sort, compact and ship out
garbage from . Batavia and

" other communities.

Onyx took over garbage
and recycling collection in the
city three weeks ago.

The city and Onyx already
have entered into a host

" agreement that sets the stan-
dards and rules of operation
for a transfer station.

Final siting approval for
~ the facility would come from

the Dlinois Environmental
Protection Agency.

Once the application has
been filed, the city will conduct
a public hearing no sooner
than 90 days later, Noble said.

Ahearing panel composed
of seven of the council’s 14 al-
dermen will be appointed to
the panel by Mayor Jeff
Schielke. ‘

A hearing officer, also ap-
pointed by the mayor, would
preside over the panel Theheai-
ing officer will be an attorney.

Once the public hearing is
concluded, the panel will
meet, make iis findings and

- submit a recommendation to

the full city.council, Noble
said. After reviewing the
record of the hearing dand the
panel’s recommendation, the
council will decide whether
the application should be ap-
proved or denied.
. The de-
-] cision must
be rendered
no
than . 180
days after
the applica-
tion' is filed,
Noble said.

“Youwill
be * acting
much like a
judge in a
trial, and, as such, you should
not have any substantive con- -
tact with the applicant, any of
its consultants or representa-
tives, or any interested party
who may appear and partici-
pate in the hearing process,”
Noble told aldermen.

“You also need to know
that there is case law in [linois
holding that any contact you
may have with any member of -
the public that could result in
actual prejudice to any party -
to the proceeding and may
render the proceeding null

Schielke

- and void,” Noble said.

When contacted by mem-
bers of the public on the siting
issue, Noble advised alder-
men to explain that state law
requires that a decision be
based only upon the record
made during the public hear-
ing process. :

“You should, however, re-
mind those individuals that
they may make their opinion
known by filing a written
comimnent in the record, or ap-
pearing at the time of the pub-
lic hearing,” Noble said.

Aldermen will be provided
with handout cards to give to
members of the public.

“These cards will inform
them as to how and when they
can submit written comments
or questions,” Noble said.

later
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County to go to Geneva council

to

- Preservation commission had
rejected plan to tear down house

ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Kane County
will' bypass the Geneva.
Historic Preservation
Commission and take its
plans for a new Child
Advocacy Center directly to
the city council.

The preservation group
previously rejected  the
county’s plans to tear down a
house it owns :at 427
Campbell St. betause the
plans did not meetits historic
standards. .

Kane County wants to
build a 4,500-square-foot
building on the site to serve as
additional space for the advo-
cacy center at Fifth and James
streets.

The advocacy center al-

lows several police officials to

- interview child victims of sex-
. ual abuse in a friendly, non-

threatening setting.
Kane County Central
Services Director Lary Briggs

on Friday showed Executive
Committee members
Polaroid photographs taken
inside the house that show
structural detericration.

“It's getting to be a life-
safety issue,” Briggs said. .

The house served as the
public defender’s office until
1994, when the Judicial
Center opened on Route 38
west of Randall Road. It has
been empty since.

Nine years ago, the county
secured a demolition permit
to tear down the building but
delayed the demolition after
the preservation group raised
concerns. T

County officials do not be-

et OK for advocacy center

W

lieve that the building is
worth saving. The current ad-
vocacy center, which investi-
gates cases of child abuse, is
overburdened and needs
extra space. .

In November, the county
board set aside $650,000 to
build the annex, which was
designed to have a residential
look.

- The historic commission '

thought that the facade had a
commercial look to it, Geneva
planning dlrector Dick Untch
said.

Redesigning the building
could ‘increase its cost o
more than $1 million, Briggs
said.

“What they want us to dois
put up a $1 million Georgian
mansion,” Briggs said.

The county may use the
city's desire to buy some
county-owned property at
Peck and Keslinger roads for
a drinking water treatment
plant as a bargaining chip in

its advocacy center negotia- -

tions.

Presidential candidate to speak at Elgin fund-raisef

ELGIN — U.S. Rep Dennis
Kucinich, D-Ohio, 2 candi-
date for president in 2004, will
speak at a rally and fund-
raiser for Peaceful Prosperity

at 7 p.m. today.

Kucinich will be at
Wonderland Center, 310 E.
Chicago Ave,, Elgin.

The rally is sponsored by

Feds say Fawell should F'CARPETVILL

get at least nine years

CHICAGO (AP) — Prose-
cutors said Friday that former
Gov. George Ryan's one-time
chief of staff and campaign
manager should be sentenced
to as much as 11 years and
four months for an amray of
political corruption.

Scott Fawell, 45, of St
Charles, was convicted in

March of racketeering and

other offenses stemming from

the eight years he served as-

Ryar's top aide.

ITO Tuetmetdr Thaides Bal

becca Pallmeyer has set sen-
tencing for June 30. :

Prosecutors told Pall-
meyer that Fawell's séntence
should fall somewhere within
a range of 108 to 135 months
under sentencing guidelines. -

Prosecutors also scoffed at
a Fawell claim that he should
getless ime because he did not
have “ ‘notice’ that the crimes
he committed were indeed
critnes as this type of conduct
has been pervasive i Ilinois

elitiere far manwrveare ©

FoxValley Action Alliance.
For information, call
{(630) 859-9960 or (847) 742-
6602.
—Kane County Chronicle
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Beer

tent receives approval

tor Kane County Fair in July

BY KURT GESSLER
Daily Herald Staff Writer

When Kane County Fair orga-
nizers asked festival-goers what
should be added to the annual
event, the memory of last year’s
sweltering heat doesn't appear
to be far from everyone’s mind.

Cold beer was one of the most

popular requests of those sur-
veyed, according to fair
spokesman Floyd Brown,
prompting organizers to sell
alcohol this July at the fair for
the first time in recent memory
— pethaps ever. '
Although alcohol sales at
county fairs are not unheard of
— the DuPage County Fair is dry
but the McHenry County Fair
has a beer tent — Brown said
many on the fair board were
concerned that it might affect
the family-friendly focus of the
event,
+ S0 when the opportunity

arose to buy a lot adjacent to the
northwest corner of the fair-
grounds, off Randall Road in St.
Charles, the fair board Jjumped
at the chance.

Since the newly acquired site
— which will feature a tent and
soundstage — is far removed
from the midway, it will have
minimal impact on the festivi-
ties, he said.

“This is a family event. It
wort't be near any of the activi-
ties like the kids' rides or petting
z00,” he said. “This is our way of
being accommodating to
people while maintaining dig-
nity, morality, vitality. We want
to keep the fair family-ori-
ented.” .

The beer garden is one of sev-
eral survey-driven experiments
at the 135th fair this year, which
runs July 16 to 20.

- Gone this year is the decade-
old all-inclusive admission
price. In past years, $8 at the

gate weekdays, $12 on week-
ends, would get you carte
blanche access to everything
from carnival rides to the top
performers in the grandstands.
This year, general admission is
$5 with children under 5 free,
but rides and shows cost extra,

Under the new pricing
scheme, armbands for unlim-
ited midway rides are $10-
Wednesday and Thursday, $15
Friday to Sunday.

Another change this year is
that traditional weekend events
like the demolition derby have
been moved to weekdays, allow-
ing the two marquee acts —
country performers Lonestar
and Latin pop singer Jaci.
Velasquez — to perforni over
the weekend. General admis- -
ston for grandstand shows is $15
for Lonestar July 19, $10 July 20
for Jaci Velasquez, and $5 for
most other events.For more
information, call (630) 584-6926.
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Local charitable

groups forced
to tighten belts

o Tough eéonomic
Lhmes. Some trim

istaff scale back
Ferwces to survive

EByMaqEIIenI\‘loom :
 STAFF WRITER

'ﬁ AURORA — Kane County

‘nonproﬁt groups are holdmg on
,desplte tough economic times,
»according to the Illincis attorney
‘general's office, which keeps
i track of charitable organizations.
Though shrinking corporate
* donations and the state’s budget
.crlsxs have caused many
ragencies to scale back their
 services, few of the county's 297
anonprofts are shutting down
;complete]y
“In fact, a search of the
ﬁ_éttorney general’s records
tshaws just three Kane County
-nonprofits have closed in the
-past year.
¢ . They include Abundant Life
Christian Fellowship, a church
in Elgin which shut down last
month; Kancland Elementary
*School’s parént teacher
»network, which cailed it quits in
30ctobcr and Human Assets
vDevelopment Inc. of 5t. Charles,
*which closed in September.
+ Becausc the state's
*information is based on annual
reports that dishanding groups
«inay neglect to file, however, the
»number could be hlgher
¥ For cxample, All God's
*Children, an Aurora day-care
ﬂcenter for special-needs
-chlldren recently closed up
shop but didn’t appear in the
istate’s data.

~attorney general's office to find
~oul when these agencms
iclosed,” said Diane O'Cennor,
Eexecui:ve director of the Aurora
i Area United Way.
= While none of the 33 agencies
cher organization funds have
ifolded, many are cutting back,
o Connor said.
One of them is Mutual

}Ground The domestic-violence
rshelter recently let go 13 of its
"60 staff members, according to
£ Executlve Director Linda Healy.
i- “It's stressful times around
f.here. Healy said Thursday.
+“People are angry and hurting.”
~1 The cuts were necessary
sbecause Healy expects to lose

“about $273,000 in donations and
_‘state and fedcral funding this
iyear, bringing the annual
»bugget to about $1.4 miliion.

i “It may take a while for the -

The cuts will force the agency
to scale back some counseling
services and shut down its
satellite office on Aurora’s East
Side, which was set up to serve
Hispanic women and children
who lack the transportation to
get to the shelter's West Side

_ location.

Healy characterized the cuts
as a return to “critical needs,”
saying they will not affect the
agency’s core mission, which is .
to provide shelter to victims of.
domestic violence. “Thoese
women are in danger,” she said.
“We can't do that outside

counseling, but we’ll still be

here domg the hard- core
services.”

Carole Arliskas, executwe
director at Community
Counseling, said her agency is
still waiting to find out what kind

_of cuts it will face in the next

fiscal year, but rumor is they
could be as high as 2 percent.
Although Arliskas said she
already runs a pretty tight ship,
she’s looking -to capture
efficiencies in areas such as
client billing. .
“There’s a lot of people who
have gone through our

.residential treatment program

that go on and get jobs, people
that have never gotten a bill,”
she said.

While the agency serves
people regardless of their ability
to pay, Arliskas said she would
like to begin to hill those who
can afford to contribute, even if
it’s as little as $4.

For example, at Hope House
in Aurora, the agencfs home for
women recovering from
addiction, 10 of the 14 beds are
unfunded. The program survives
because the women are
encouraged to go out and get
jobs so they can pay their own
room and board, Arliskas said.

With the proliferation of
agencies that have sprung up
over the Jast decade and funding
sources drying up, that’s the
kind of initiative agencies need
to survive, according to the
United Way's O"Connor.

She credited good
management and good fiscal
oversight by board members for
keeping Kane County agencies
afloat this year, but she said
some agencies may need to
conselidate to avoid duplicating
Services. .

“A lot of agencies are cutting
back,” she said, “and that's not
necessarily a bad thing, as long

as the services are continuing.”
L
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Listening to the people g, (o NS
' Study, study, study, our parents told us, -and it

! s like public officials are remembering
-:ﬁggssons Ic))f their childhood. Sugar Grove
has done a study that shows it needs to grow cqr;ll-
mercial development as much .as rgmd_qntl_t .
Kendall County’s forest preserve mstpct is going 'E
*do 4 study asking residents what services they watlli '
Batavia is issuing a survey to study its service to 1e_
community, something Aurora has done recently,

too. THUMBS UP for listening to the people.
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/0 percent tax
hurts more
than casino

At Issue: The state will drastically increase the tax on
Hollywood Casino for two years.

We say: It's a shame that in the effort to bring in tax
oilars, the state is putting people out of wark.

d
t's official. The state’s most prosperous casinos
will pay an onerous tax of 70 percent of all rev-
enue above $250 million this year and next,
Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who asked for the legis-
lation, signed the law Friday.

Now there is little doubt that Penn National Gam-
ing Inc., the new owners of Aurora’s Hollywood
Casino, will make good on the plans they circulated
to employees Thursday. About 20 percent of the casi-
no’s 1,500 employees stand to lose their jobs. The
casino will implement a $5 entrance fee. '

All of this to make good on the Democrat’s pledge
not to raise the state sales or income tax,

Blagojevich is also keeping his pledge to oppose
the expansion of gambling to bail out the state’s bud-
get shortfall. With this new tax it could even be ar-
gued that he’s actively trying to shrink the industry.

Penn National has every right to try to make a
profit. It's hard to blame the new owners for wanting
to protect their investment,

If Penn National’s threatened lawsuit over the tax
doesn't bring relief, all we can pray for is that the leg-
islature allows the tax to die after two years — and
that Penn National remembers fo expand its staff
again,

772:3 opinion of The Beacon News editorigl baord was staff

writfen.

h

Save the Dam
Committee sets
Batavia forum

By Jan Ramming
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

BATAVIA — Residents on both sides of the North
Dam issue in Batavia — those who want the darn re-
moved and those who want to keep the dam — will
get one last chance to speak before the city contin-
ues its plans with the state for dam removal,

Alderman Chuck Beckman, 2nd Ward, said the

- new City Services Committee will hold a meeting at

7 p.m. June 30 at City Hall, This meeting is for the
Save the Dam Committee to present their ideas arid
options for keeping the dam. 4

“We're still trying to save the dam,” said Batavia
resident Carol Leppert. “We want to see the dam re-
paired or replaced in its present location.” .

- The Tllinois Department of Natural Resources al-
ready has spent six years and $1 million on the pro-
ject to remove the dam. '

The 87-year old North Dam began showing signs
of significant erosion in 1974 and breached the fql-
lowing year. Although repairs have been made, itis
unsure how leng the old structure can hold up, ~

Last July, the Batavia City Council voted 11-2 in
favor of the state removing the dam, with two condi-
tions: protect Depot Pond and maintain the newly ex-
posed. banks.

On April 1, in an advisory referendum, citizens’
votes in favor of keeping the dam outnumbered
those for removing the dam, and the project has
been on temporary hold ever since,

Mayor Jeff Schielke said he has spoken to repre-
sentatives of the groups in favor of dam removal, He
said that they are planning a separate meeting to
present their side, with the date to be announced, ]
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- Crime rates decrease in Tii1-Cities are

But homicides rose
dramatically in town

BY ALICIA FABBRE
Deily Hernld Siaff Writer

For the most part, Kane
County residents saw less
crime in 2002.

Fewer people saw their
homes broken Into, had cars
stolen or got into fights. Fewer
rapes and arsons alsa were
reported.

But despite the overall
decrease in crime, Kane
County saw the number of

- homicides increase to 27 last
year — mare than the number
of homicldes in DuPage, Lake
and McHenry counties com-
bined. Of the 27 homicides, 25
were in Aurora, .

Aurora Police Chief Bill

Lawler said the majority of the -

homicides in his city were
drug- or gang-related. Homi-
cides in Aurora jumped from
eight In 2001 to 25 [ast year,

One of the homicides
included a Christmas Day
murder in Stonebridge subdi-
vision where police say
Sungnam Lisowski killed her
husband, fohn, and tried to kill
herself and two children.
Lisowskl has pleaded innocent
and awaits trial.

Although homicides
increased, Lawler noted other
crimes decreased and that the
clty’s total crime rate remained
stable, increasing 1.57 percent
last year.

“That one number (for
homicides) should not be the
total barometer of the crime
picture in anyone’s commu-
nity,” Lawler said.

The Tri-Cities, North Awrora
and Wayne saw overall crime
rates decrease, Batavia and

Geneva saw decreases in every |

area of crime.-

5t. Charles had slight
increases in the number of
fights and thefts. In Wayne,
burglaries edged up from two
in 2001 to six In 2002,

Elburn saw the total number
of crimes increase from 27 in
2001 to 32 in 2002. Howcever,
Elburn and Wayne continued

to post the lowest crime rates

4in the Tri-Cities arca.

"Elburn 1z still one of the
safest commaunities,” Elburn
Police Chief Jim Linane said.

Although overall crime was
down in 81, Charles, the city's
crime rate ranked among the
highest in the county at 38.68
crimes per thousand resi-
dents.

The county's overall crime

. rate was 31.38 crimes per thou-

sand residents, Cities including
Elgin and Carpentersville
posted lower crime rates than
5t. Charles’,

"We're not immune,” Police
Chief Don Shaw said of the
cir!'s crime rate.

Criminals are mobile, and
we're definitely not immune
from many of the crime-
related issues.”

He did credit the police
department’s narcoties unit for

Kane Gounty crime statistics rates are per 1,000 residents. Numbers are totals; some figures rounded,
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% changt WA 2AT% L WA I NA VWA NA i WAL NA 000% * -5000% | -30B%N ' NA WA |
WAYNE 2002 1 2437 17, 786 & 340 655 [ 0 i 3 6 7 1 i
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* 2002 and 2001 populations are based on 2000 census, excepl for some sheriff's affices, which serve unincorporated areas and Some inco/porated areas.
Note: Violent crims Is made up of homicide, rape, rebbery, aggravated assault and battery; property crime is made up of burglary, theft, car theft and arson.

Source: ifnets State Police

a continued decrease in rob-
bery, burglary and auto theft.
In the past, Shaw has attrib-
uted many of those crimes to
drug usecrs. Last year, Shaw

started a narcotics unit to
combat drug use in. St Chasles.
He also credits the county's
drug rehabilitation court pro-
gram for the continued

decreases.

Shaw and Kane County Sher-
iff Ken Ramsey also credited
commuuity policing efforts for
the decrease in crimes last
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year.-

Ramsey also noted that resi-
dents have been more aware of
crimes in their area since Sept.
11, 2601,
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Kane County crime statistics Rates are per 1,000 residents. Numbers are totals; some figuras rounded.
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a continued decrease in rob-
bery, burglary and auto theft.
In the past, Shaw has attrib-
uted many of those crimes to
drug users. Last year, Shaw

started a narcotics unit to
combat drug use in 5t. Charles.
He also credits the county’s
drug rehabilitation court pro-
geam for the continued

decreases,

Shaw and Kane County Sher-
iff Ken Ramsey also credited
community policing efforts for
the decrease in crimes last

except for some sherdffs nﬁ?ces which serve unincarparated'areas and some bmmomréd areas.
aggravated assault and battery; property crime Is made up of burglary, theft, car theft and arsan,
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year. :

Ramsey also noted that resi-
dents have been mare aware of
crimes in their area since Sept.
11, 2001.

1ties area

Drop: One expert
suggests budgets
cut reporting
Contimued from Page 1

acknowledged a computer glitch
caused lower than normal crime
statistics to be reported in 2001,

Police throughout the region
welcomed the news, which fol-
lowed a general increase in
crime in 2001, the first year
crime rose slnce 1996. Last year,
many attributed the bump up
to the bursting of the economic
hubble of the Jate 19905 and the
newwar on terrorism.

At the local level, some police
said they believe they kmow why
crime dropped in their commu-

nity.

St. Charles Police Chief Don
Shaw, for example, points to a
two-year fall in burglaries, from
41 in 2000 to 14 in 2002,

“What we focused on was
our drug addlcts, specifically
heroin addicts,” he said of a
plan that included assigning
two officers to target dnig
offendets and make use of
Kane County’s drug court, “I
think it's made a big difference,
Drug addicts are a big cause of
property crime.”

But no one claims to have a
complete explanation for why
2002 saw across-the-board
reductions in reported crime.

And neither beat cops nor
analysts are ready to declare vic-
tory yet, even though many
agree that the oft-cited relation-
ship between unemployment
and crime remains an unproven

theory. '

“ lzon’t think we've seen the
complete impact yet of the eco- |
nomic situation,” said Gerard-
Rarnker, director of research for
the Illinois Criminal Justice
Information Authorlty. “These
things kind of stagger and can
only be seen over a number of
years” o
Tracking ctime

Denise Nitterhouse, an asso- ||
ciate professor at DePaull
University who specializes in |
uacking community policing,
said :igiler budgets for police’
departments may lead not o
1o fewer crimes being reported,
but alse fewer crimes being pur- .

ed. :

“I would guess that the.
decrease in crime statistics is by
no means evidence of a:
decrease in crime, but rather a
decrease in reporting and track- |-
ing crime,” she said. '

Few suburhan police depart- |
ments have had to shed
uniformed officers, but local
budget shortfalls have forced
many to stretch longer lives out
of pricey equipment, such as
squad cars and laptop comput--
ers, police say.- -

Some say if the budget belts'
aren’t toosened over the next’
few years, such measures
could mean fewer police on’
the street and higher crime sta-
dstics. :
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County settles suit over raid

Kane County leaders have
agreed to $25,000 settlement in
connection to a lawsuit filed by
an Aufora man who accused a
Kane County sheriff's deputy of
kicking him in the face during a

police raid in 2001.

* Larry Potochney, the man
whose home was the subject of
the sheriff’s office search in Feb-
ruary 2001, claimed he was
kicked in the face by the
unnamed sheriff's deputy
during the raid and filed a fed-
eral suit seeking $1 million in
damages for civil rights viola-

tions. ‘

The county’s executive com-
mittee Friday unanimously
agreed to approve a $25,000 set-
tlement. Kane County Board
Chairman Mike McCoy said the -
committee concluded that the
settlement was more advanta-
geous than a future trial.

The county’s executive com-
mittee is authorized settlements
of up to $25,000 without
approval of the full county
board. Efforts to reach
Potochney’s attorney for com--
ment were unsuccessful
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“{Crime) might be down,
but, when it touches you
personally, there's nothing like
it,” said Linda Martin,
executive director of the
Restorative Justice Institute of
Illinois, an Aurora-based
' advocacy group. I see a lot of

hurting.”

Martin talks about the family

who couldn't afford to bury a
. murdered teenager and the
.~ man who fears his attacker will
sirike again. .

The numbers don't show
that,

What they do show is a
staggering year of contrasts for
a community such as Aurora.
 The city’s tnurder numbers
have been well documented and

;.__.,..‘..-i-.w‘..--.—ag..<-.j

. the turmoil over gang turf and an
x, unusually high number of
% -domestic disputes turned deadly.
1: ‘As the year closed, the city
Frapproached a one-year record
i with 25 homicides.

) - Desgite the 213 percent murder

_ spike, however, viclent crime in
:the. city decreased as & whole
;. when compared to the previous

v1énr~'

ax

- show. Property crimes increased,
‘driving the city’s overall crime
& - rate up slightly.
=" =QOne homicide is too many,
let’s face it,” Aurora Police Chicf
‘William Lawler said. “But it's not
-really the true picture of Aurora,
just looking at that one number.”
. Police atiributed more than half
of the murders in Aurora to gang
-activity, Officials are hopeful
violent and drug-related crime will
be reduced as a result of federal
investigations into-Aurora strect
gangs and the lucrative drug trade
they emplay.

The chief said he believes the
crime data show a relatively stable
city, considering that, during the

_"last decade, crime rates have
dropped while the population has
grown by 50,000 or more.
Property crime in Aurora
increased by more than 4 percent
! last year, led by thefts, which
- increased by ‘mare than 300
- reparts compared with 2001.
. Lawler said the increase may bea
* result of increased unemployment
. and a sour economy overall,
. “Those are indicators of
" economic things; your motor
- vehicle thefts, your burglaries are
- all indicators of that,” he said.
- In 2002, violent crime — which
. includes murder, sexual assault,
robbery and aggravated battery —
fel more than 14 percent to its
lowest level in at least seven

years.

. Much of the decline is credited
to the drop in robberies, from 256
reported in 2001 to 153 last year.
The drop comes a year after the
city reached a five-year high in
robberies.

. Aurora Alderman Bob Shelton,
who recently won an open atlarge
i - seat on a pro-police campaign that
f_ called for the hiring of more
.. officers, said the city must
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. come as little surprise considering

“year, the State Police statistics.

it'’s not good news to you,” Shelton
said.

Even if adding more officers to )

the force is & solution, however, it
likkely won't happen soon.

No additional sworn officers are
included in the 2004 budget
proposal now before Mayor David
Stover, his spokesman said, Few,
if any, employees will be added to
the city payroll next year because
of continued weak tax revenue
projections. -

“The top priority is viclence,”
said Bill Catching, an assistant
chief of staff to Stover. “To be
honest, we cannot have a police
officer on every corner. There is
only so much you can do if a cold-
blooded murderer wants to
assassinate someone,”

Meanwhile, other violent

crimes, such as arson and sexual
assault, also showed increases.
The number of sexual assaults
reported has nearly doubled since
2000, when the department
investigated 43 incidents. In 2002,
that number climbed to 85.
Lawler said onc explanation for
the increased reporting is that
more victims are comfortable

_coming forward to police. .

The crime still remains under-
reported, according te Mutual
Ground, an Aurora domestic-
violence sheltcr.

“Traditionally, women report
{sexual assault) in much lower
numbers than what has
occurred,” said Janet Faulhaber,
the agency's sexual assault
clinical program director, *T think
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E CR|ME continue working to reduce that continues today.”

i crime. .

; . "Obviously, if robbery was 38 Contact Mike Ceterg at

v From page A1 percent down, if you got robbed, (630) 8445853 or

mcetera@scnl.com.
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